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TARIFF. 


Dutres on Sprrits AND Brrr. 


CUSTOMS TARIFF 


_ Tariff proposals as so amended. 


SCHEDULE. | 
Ge ee pics ert 2 


“Import DvuTIEs, 


Tariff Items. 


3. By omitting the whole item and inserting in its stead the 
following item :— _ 


3. Spirits, t and Birr catas liquors, n.e.i.:— 


(A) When not exceeding the siroigih of proof 

= per gallon 
(ps) When exceeding the strength of proof _ 

per proof gallon 


4, By omitting sub-item (B) of the item and eerie in its 
_ stead the following sub-item :— 


(B) Not denaturated in accordance with Departmental 
_ By-laws - - - - per gallon 


< 9. By omitting the whole item and inserting in its stead the 
following item :— 


9. Spirituous Preparations, viz.:—Essences Fruit 
Ethers Aromas and Flavours, Fluid Extracts, 
Sarsaparilla, Tinctures, Medicines, Infusions, 
Toilet Preparations, Limejuice and other Fruit 
Juices and Fruit Syrups, containing— 


(A) Not more than 25 per cent. of proof spirit 
per gallon 
(B) More than 25 per cent., but not more than 
—_ ; 50 per cent of proof spirit per gallon 
me ARN Ce. hk (c) More than 50 per cent., but not more than 
Nie 75 per cent. of proof spirit per gallon 
sR (p) More than 75 per cent. of proof spirit, but 
“ not over proof : - per gallon 
; “gry (z) Over proof to be charged as spirituous 

liquors under Item 3(B)_ - 


4 a 10. By omitting sub-item (A) of the item and inserting in its 
pias stead the following sub-item :— 


; (A) Containing 5 per cent. and more of proof spirit 
_ per proof gallon 


may be entered at actual Meexuremant. 


In Committee of Ways and Means: 
a Mr. JENSEN (Bass—Minister for Trade and Customs) [8. ap] —I move— 


Tariff on Goods 
the Produce |. : 
or Manufacture | General Tariff. - 
of the United 
Kingdom. 


20s. 
20s. 


20s, 


~ 


‘That the Tariff proposals as defined in the Customs Validation Act 1917 be amended as hereunder et 
out, and that on and after the Tenth day of August One thousand nine hundred and seventeen at 
‘four o’clock in the afternoon, Victorian time, Duties of Customs be collected in pursuance of the 


20s. 
20s. 


20s. 


20a, = 


¢ Spirits in cases of on gallons and under, to be charged as two gallons; over two gallons and not 
exceeding three gallons, as three gallons; over three gallons, and not exceeding four gallons, as four gallon | 
and so on, provided that small bottles or phtale of liquor inteng 2d for samples or other moe purposes ouly: 


- “Pr, > 


Mae = ~ Gad 


_(REPRESBNTAMIVES) & 


“a? See 


*, 


\ 


Import Duvies-—continued. 


Tariff on Goods 
the Produce 


F) : 2 of the United — 
ene 


Tariff Items. 


13. By omitting sub-item (p) of the item and inserting in its 
stead the following sub-item :— 


3 px: (D) eeeeeniigs more than 40 per cent. of proof spirit 
per gallon 20s. 
“1s, By. ‘omitting a whole item and necrhine in its stead the 
following item:— 


ED. Wine, n.e.i., including Snes: Ginger, and Prune 
Wines; and Wines (other than Grape); con- 
taining :— 


Pare ay | (a) Not more than 25 per cent. of proof spirit 


per gallon 
(B) More than 25 per cent. but not more than . 
50 per cent. of proof spirit. per gallon 10s. 
=) (c) More than 50 bers cent. of proof spirit % 
nyt: oe ‘per gallon. 208. 
54. By omitting sub-item (Fr) of the item ee chacahante 4 in its 
} stead the following sub-item :— 
(rF) When preserved in spirituous liquid additional 
duty at 20s. per gallon to be paid on the liquid. 
57. By omitting the whole item and inserting in its stead the. 
* following item :— mn 
57. Grain and Pulse, not rcearer or manufactured, 
Viz.:— : 
(A) Wheat — - - - eet is Free 
ee (Bp) Barley - : ee per cental 2s. 
Be gee i: , (0) N.EL. “3 - mi ee cental ls. 6d. 


38. By omitting sub-item (8) of the item and inserting in its 
stead the following sub-item :— 


(Bs) Wheaten Flour Pate - - : iin 


129. By omitting the whole item and inserting in its stead the 
following item :— 


129. Hessians and Brattice Cloth : Fate Piece Goods ; Ta oot) 
Bookbinders’ Cloth ; ‘Bunting - : - Free 


134, By omitting the whole item atl capes in its stead the 
following item :— 


- 134, Bags Sacks Packs and Bales for Bee, Chaff, 
Compressed Fodder, Potato, Onion,’ Ore, Coal 
and Wool; also Sugar seelins an Sor dal hiss ret 
and Flour Sacks . Free 


™~ ‘ * 


\ 


ee 320. By omitting sub-item (c) of the sere. a inserting | in ate 
: stead the following sub-item :— 


oS ae i (c) Films for Kinematographs— : hee 


sis ook (1) Sensitized Films, and Filmsn.ei.  - Free | 
Bren 28 : (2) Exposed or Developed Films representing Spero 3 
Dramatic or Australian Subjects : RO 

per lineal foot} olde 


Me ie ee oS eet 
wey re a MAE ee ON RI PRR Oe ee ‘ 
Ke ei pee ae ile Nan . af " 
iby aS A dh + | 
% ‘ . . \ ~ . 
‘: Tariff. [10 Aueust, 1917.] Tariff. — 1019 
— . sak : | : , ; Ni | 
i 
_ EXCISE TARIFF, nia a: 


» That the Tariff proposals as defined in the Huxcise Tarif Validation Act 1917 be arnended™ an here- i 

-—s under set out, and that on and after the Tenth day of August One thousand nine hundred gm 

Ss Be seventeen at four o’clock in the afternoon, Victorian time, duties of Customs be collected in 

_-———sépursuance of the Tariff proposals as amended. 

ore , oe 4 | : a ‘ 

ys Y te! | ‘7 

Ny ” . * . Biante. ‘ 
Articles. Rate of Duty. Vy 


‘ Pies 
) Beer. —By omitting the whole item and rede in its stead the follow- 
ing item :— 


Beer— 


Ale, Porter, and other Beer containing not less than 2 per cent. proof 
spirit— 
Brewed com Bay Malt ae Hee seca ely - per gallon 6d, 
N.E.I. - - per gallon | 7d. 


Spirits.—By omitting the Shae item and inserting in its stead the 
following item :— 


_Spirits— 
(1) Brandy, distilled wholly from grape wine by a pot still or similar 
process at a strength not exceeding 40 per cent. over proof, 
matured by storage in wood for a period of not less than 


“ two years and certified by an oflicer to be pure brandy 
per proof gallon 17s, 


(2) Blended Wine Brandy, distilled at grape wine, and containing 
not less than 25 per cent. of pure grape wine spirit (which has 
of been separately distilled by a pot still or similar process at a 
esas . strength not exceeding 40 per cent. over proof), the whole 
: being matured by storage in wood for a period not less than two 
years, and certified by an oe to be REPRSY so blended. and 
matured = - - . : - per proof gallon; . 18s. 


ys et (3) Whisky, distilled wholly fro: Saye malt i a pot still or similar 
SU) in process at a strength not exceeding 45 per cent. over proof, 
matured by storage in wood fora period of not less than two 
years, and certified by an officer to be pure malt whisky 
per proof gallon 17s. 


_ (4) Blended Whisky, distilled partly from barley malt and partly from 
other grain, containing not less than 25 per cent. of pure barley 
malt spirit (which has been separately distilled by a pot still or 
similar process at a strength not exceeding 45 per cent. over proof), 
the whole being matured by storage in wood for a period of not 
less than two years, and certified by-an officer to be whisky 
so blended'and matured — - - - per proof gallon 18s, 
(5) Rum, distilled from molasses by a pot still or similar process at 
a strength not exceeding 45 per cent. over proof, matured by ; in 
storage in wood for a period of not less than two years, and cer- : : 
tified by an officer to be purerum - - per proof gallon 18s. 


(6) Gin, distilled from barley malt, grain, or St wine, and certified 
by an officer to be pure gin - per proof gallon 18s, 
(7) Spirits, nei. - : : : : per proof gallon; 19s. . 
(8) Spirit. for industrial or scientific purposes, subject to Regulations . qe r 
per proot gallon 19s, cua 
(9) Methylated spirits, subject to Regulations - - : Free tei 
(10) Spirit for fortifying Australian wine or for 1 cas vinegar, sub- rae Bs 
P ying . 4 
ject to Regulations ; : - per proof gallon $d. : De 


(11) Spirits for the manufacture, from Australian products exclusively, 
¢ of scents and toilet preparations subject to Regulations 
per gallon 15s. 


Amylic Alcohol and Fusel Oil — - : - _ per gallon 198. as rs 


1020 Larvff. 
This motion is necessary because of the 
loss of revenue which will follow the 
action of the Government in prohibiting 
the importation of certain articles which 
are deemed to be luxuries. It has been 
decided to increase the import duty on 
spirits by 3s. per gallon, and the Excise 
duty by an almost similar amount. It is 
further proposed to increase the Excise 
on beer manufactured in Australia by 1d. 
per gallon. 


Mr. Pacz.—Why not increase it by — 


- 3d.2 


_ Mr.. JENSEN.—The Excise duty is 
now 6d. and 7d. per gallon. The amount 
of revenue we expect to obtain by these 
increased duties is, roughly, £600,000, 
which is just about the amount that we 
anticipate losing by the prohibition of 
articles of luxury and articles which the 
Government think can be made in: Aus- 
tralia, and thus afford employment here. 


_ 
4 


Mr. Tupor.—Will the Minister give a 
list of luxuries it is proposed to pro- 
hibit ? 


Mr. JENSEN.—By a proclamation 
dated the 10th inst., the Governor-Gene- 


ral in Council has prohibited, except by : 


the consent in writing of the Minister 
for Trade and Customs, the Ieee 
of the following articles, viz. 


1. Ale and other beer, ‘bears cider and 


perry, spirituous, in bulk or in bottle. 
. Potable spirits. 

. Perfumed spirits and bay rum. 

. Biscuits. 

. Confectionery. 

. Eggs, in shell or otherwise. 

Fur apparel. 

. Perfumery. 

. Jewellery, immitation 
‘imitation precious stones. i 


10. Bodies for motor vehicles, whether im- 
ported separately or forming part of a com- 
_ plete vehicle. , 


2 1 ATO oP o9 DO 


jewellery, and 


We contend that motor bodies can be 
_ made in Australia, but we shall permit of 
_ the chassis being imported. 


_ Mr. Pacr.—Are those all the luxuries 
that you intend to. prohibit? 


Mr. JENSEN.—There are many 

_ things which might be deemed to be luxu- 

ries, but the Government have to take 

' ane consideration the effect of a prohibi- 
be tion on the revenue. 


ae AMPS Fuwron. —What 
‘ pagne? - 


about cham- 


(REPRESENTATIVES ie 


| Tarif. | 


Mr. 7 ENSEN.—Very little chem 
pagne is being imported. A 


Mr. Pacz.—Surely those are “not ‘all 
the luxuries you are going to prohibit? — 


Mr. JENSEN.—Those are all the ‘ 
luxuries that the Government intend to. 
prohibit at this stage. ~ iy 


Mr. Tunor. —Are all the items. you | e 


ment will grant permission for the im= 
portation of potable spirits during the — 
year 1917-18 to the extent of 70 per cent. 
of the quantities imported during the 
i 1916-17. The oe 30 a 


in the Pips of spirits ee onde iv 
the other items mentioned are absolutely 
prohibited; but the Minister will have © 
power to permit certain articles to. be v 


may be made that certain jewellery — 
should. be allowed to enter Australia. — 
The Minister will consider those repre- — 
sentations, and will have power to grant 
a permit if he thinks it necessary. Goods, 
in bond in Australia, or such as are in 
Australian ports, or in course of transit — 
to Australia on the date of the toca 
tion, will be allowed delivery. That will 
be done in order not to cause great in- 
convenience to the commercial commu 
nity. I think that is a reasonable - PE 
posal. 


es reported. 


ee 


ADJ OURNMENT. 


Bore-casInc—AUSTRALIAN AND ‘Barris 
Sotprers—U NEMPLOYMENT. 


Motion (by Mr. Joszrx Coo) 
posed— ~ 


That the House do now adjourn. 


Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) oh 


Settlers’ Progress Association. 
communication I am aot to represe 


. 4 ‘ , oe 4 3 
5 | Pee 


Adjournment. 


[10 Aueust, 1917.] 
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eost of bore-casing. For the purpose of 
relieving the distress, I am asked to urge 
the Government to ‘allow German-made 
casing now in the hands of various 
Queensland foundries to be sold at a 
‘minimum cost to the settlers of this and 
other such sparsely-watered districts of 
~ Queensland who are dependent on the 
PeGieensland State Savings Bank for pay- 
ment for bores. It is also desired that 
the Government shall ascertain the 
amount of German casing held by various 
oie on in Queensland. I believe that pub- 
lic opinion is not so disturbed to-day as 
_ it was a couple of years ago, when people 
actually refused to play German music 
simply because it was German, and Beeth- 
- oven was actually taken off the list of 
all musical programmes. The public are 
getting into a saner state of mind; and I 
+ notice that Beethoven has been played at 
the recent Verbruggen concerts. From 
this letter, it would appear that a quan- 
_ tity of German-made casings is in the 


settlers desire it to be placed on the 

market. I cannot see that we shall either 

: win the war or do any particular good by 
keeping that material out of use. Pro- 
bably other casing is not available, and, 
if the facts are as stated, the Government 
might consider the release of German cas- 

ing now held in stock. I shall be glad 

if the Minister for the Navy will consider 
the matter. 


Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [3.41]. 
_ —IJn the Age of the 6th August appeared 
a statement by Brigadier-General Sir 
Robert McC. Anderson that “ About a 
month ago General Sir Archibald Mur- 
_ ray, who, until recently, was commanding 


in Egypt, told me that he would rather 


lose a division of other troops than a 

TE hripado of Australians.” In the Argus 

_ of the 8th August is a letter signed by 

See Fair Play,” pointing out that,. whilst 

a brigade of infantry consists of 194 offi- 
cers and 4,055 of other ranks, not includ- 
ing details at the base, a division con- 
> ists of 585 officers and 17,488 of other 
ee, ranks, not including Hotaiis: at the base. 
_ “Fair Play” points out that “ The state- 
Se ment, therefore, means that one Austra- 
~ jian soldier, as a fighting man, is equal 


eS: 


to five British soldiers.” Whilst one may 


‘one Australian. 


possession of Queensland firms, and the . 


scintilla of knowledge of warfare, can rise 
to the rank of brigadier-general, I can 
scarcely believe that a British general 
would make a statement that he would 
rather sacrifice five British soldiers than 
Our boys who are at the 
Front lift their hats in admiration of the — 
battalions who represent the four British — 
Kingdoms; and they would not approve 
of such a statement as that. If General 
Sir Archibald Murray made such a cold- 
blooded, brutal remark, he ought to be 
shot. I lift my hat to the British 
Tommy. The whole history of British 
soldiers is a record of bravery. I am 
proud. of my Australian brothers, and if 
they only equal the Tommies in courage 
and fighting capacity, I shall be satisfied. 
I ask the Honorary Minister to consult 
with the Minister for Defence as to whe- 
ther a cablegram cannot be sent to Gene- 
ral Sir Archibald Murray, asking him if 
he made such a brutal and eruel state- 
ment as is attributed to him. 


Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [3.44]. 
—I should like once again to refer to the 
question of unemployment, particularly 
in the case of returned soldiers. Several 
of these men were dismissed by the Colo- 


‘nial Ammunition Company about a fort- 


night or three’ weeks ago, and there are 
amongst them married men, who are still 
out of employment, and whose position is 
more than precarious. Is there not a 
possibility of the Government making a 
special effort in regard to these men, 
apart from repatriation? Later we shall 
have a repatriation scheme in operation; 
but it appears that the men who have re- 
turned early from the Front will have-to 
battle: unaided, and they are not in that 
state of physical health which enables 
them to take any kind of work. I could 
give the Minister details of half-a-dozen 
cases of actual distress. J have already 
asked the Minister for Works and Rail- 
ways [Mr. Watt] to facilitate the matter 
of putting works in operation that will — 
give employment to people, many of whom ~ 
are endeavouring in these times of high ~ 
cost! of living to support families. I have 
a list of men with families of up to nine — 
to support. In these hard times, one of 
the chief duties of a National Government 
is to see that people are fed, clothed, and 
housed. I shall send the Minister a list 
of names if he desires them, and trust 
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that something will be done by the Go- 


-vernment, in addition to pushing on with 
works as far as practicable, to give work 
to men out of work. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Hon- 
orary Minister) [3.46]—One naturally 
sympathizes with anybody out of employ- 
menti, particularly returned soldiers, and 
the cases of those who have families are 
to be most earnestly considered. The hon- 
orable member for Denison [Mr. Laird 
Smith] brought one or two cases to-me, 


and I promised to make inquiries as to 
the position in regard to them concerning 


i _ the ammunition factory. 


I cannot say at 
present that I know of any cases where 


i employment can be given to them, but I 


shall certainly make inquiries to see what 


_ ean be done. 
Dy 


Ee 5 


Mr. Frenron.—Surely the resources of 
the Government are not so limited that 
nothing can be done for a limited num- 
ber. 


_ Mr. GROOM.—TI promise the honorable 
member that I will make inquiries. 
Mr. Frenton.—They can get no redress 
from the State War Council. 
Mr. GROOM.—TI shall look 
matter at once. The honorable member 
for Melbourne [ Dr. Maloney] mentioned 
_the case of ex-Sergeant Woods. I have 


had inquiries made, and have~the facts 
_ here. 


I would advise the honorable mem- 
ber to see me privately with respecti to 


that case. 


Mr, PIGOTT (Calare) [3.48].—We are 
all keenly interested in the matter of un- 


employment, but my experience is that if 


: big cities. 
cially on the grazing properties and farms. 
it is absolutely impossible to get labour. 


it exists, it exists in Melbourne, and other 
In the country districts, espe- 


We have vacancies for all descriptions of 
work, and itt would be a good thing if 
the Minister, instead of plunging the 
country into extra expense for unneces- 
sary works, tried to organize labour as 
far as possible, and find out where these 


- men could be placed. The other day some 
_ 200 women forced their way almost into 


_ this chamber, and have since been talking 


a great deal about) unemployment. If 


_ they really wanted work, there are hun- 


dreds of people living in the country 


- districts who would be-very glad to en- 


_ Bage them as domestic servants. 
Mr. Hices.—Half of those women are 


ee women with families. 
aS 
Ry 


Adjournment. [RE PRESENTATIVES 3 Adjournment. 


has been drawn to us about their starving. 


into the 


allowed to want. 


Mr. PIGOTT.—But a dismal picture 


There was a time when I was glad to take 
anything in the way of work. Member 
of Parliament as I am, rather than starve, 
or beg, or create turmoil in this country, 
I would take on any menial work. It is 
no shame for a man to work, no matter = 
what the occupation, so long as he is doz 3 
ing it honestly and honorably. a 
Mr. JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta) 
[3.50]. —The honorable member for Capri- 
cornia [ Mr. Higgs] asks that we ‘shall 
make available German bore casing, so 
that it may be purchased at a lower rate — 
than ordinary casing, in order to give ~ 
some relief to the poe Ne stricken dis- 
tricts. eo 


Mr. Hiees.—I only Sie sd the letter 


Ae 
this afternoon, and all I did was to ask ~ my 
you to look into the merits of it. er 

Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—It is not the 
honorable member’s usual role to ask for 
things to be sold ata cutting rate, buti — 


that is the request in this letter. 
Mr. Hiees.—I only asked you to look 


into it. Fe 

Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—I am aia ie 
will want looking into a great deal before 
one can commit one’s self offhand to a 
thing of this kind. My own feeling is 
that if there is any other casing than Ger- 
man in the district, no concession what- — 
ever should be made to the German 
casing. pea te 
Mr. Hices.—I agree with that, ‘hue if 
there is no other casing, and it is being 
held merely because it happens to be Ger- 
man made, I want you to do something. a 


Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—No returned — | 
soldier unable to get work ought to be 
There is plenty of 
money to be made available by this Go- x 
vernment to prevent that scandal, at any — he 
rate, and whatever else is blocking the — eg 
way, it is not want of generosity on the 
part of the Government. It must be due a 
to some lack of organization somewhere in at a 
between. If the honorable member: for 
Maribyrnong [Mr. Fenton] can give us 
concrete cases, we will see that they are 
inquired into. The Government have chet 
responsibility of seeing that returned sol- — 
diers either get work or are not. allowed — ie 
to starve. Si han 


4 


Pin Perth, advertised 
turned soldiers for a temporary appointment 


as special magistrate. 
5 eS 


Adjournment. 
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Mr, JOSEPH COOK.—The Opposition 
have been trying to make.political capital 
all the week out of the poor returned sol- 
dier. I ask them not to try to trade on 
his sheer distress. A deputation waited 
on the Prime Minister yesterday evening 
to see if something could be done at the 
particular place to which the honorable 
member for Maribyrnong [Mr. Fenton] 


referred. I hope it will be possible to do 


something ‘there. 
Mr. Frenton.—These cases 
mediate relief. 


need im- 
If they are not relieved, 


idea am rather afraid of the terrible distress 
that will be created. 


Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—TIf a returned 
soldier is unable to get employment, the 
State War Council ought to tide him over 
until he can. . 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

House adjourned at 3.56 p.m. 


senate. 
Wednesday, 15 August, 1917. 


The Presipent took the ehair at 3 
p-m., and read prayers. . 


PENSIONS OFFICERS: PERTH. 


Senator NEEDHAM.—Has the Leader 
of the Senate replies to the questions I 
put on the notice-paper last week regard- 
ing the appointment of Pensions Officers 


_ at Perth? 


Senator MILLEN.—The honorable 


‘senator askeg — 


1. Did the Military Head-Quarters, Perth, 
eall for applications for first Pensions Officer? 

2. If so, when were applications called for? 
' 3. Were there any applicants? 

4. Was an appointment made? 

5. Were applications called for seeond Pen- 
sions Officer? 

6. Has Major Milner been appointed to that 


_—~:position? 


7. If so, will the- Minister give particulars 
in connexion with this appointment? 


The answers supplied are as follows:— - 


1. The Deputy Commissioner of Pensions, 
for applications from re- 


2. February, 1917. 
3. Yes. 


5. No. 
_ 6. Major Milner, a returned soldier, is tem- 


_ porarily employed as a special magistrate. 


. ia e 
5-2 


T. To enable war pensions claims to be dealt 
with as speedily as possible the Deputy Com- 
missioner was instructed to nominate: a re- 
turned soldier, who, in his opinion, was 
qualified to act as a special magistrate. The 
Deputy Commissioner nominated Major Milner. 


ENEMY SUBJECTS. 


Senator PRATTEN.—In’ view of) hem 


proclamation of the Prime Ma£nister 
ascribing one of the causes of the present 
industrial upheaval.in New South Wales 
to the domination of secret agents of Ger- 
many, will the Minister for Defence order 
that the whole question of the treatment 
of enemy subjects within the Common- 
wealth be revised forthwith ? 
Senator PEARCE.—I see no necessity 
to give the order suggested, as effectual 
action is being taken to deal with any evi- 
dence which comes to hand. 


AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE: 
Civin ano Mivitary Pay. 


Senator Lt.-Colonel O’LOGHLIN.— 
Some time ago I called the attention of 
the Minister for Defence to the fact that 
Commonwealth employees who enlist) have 
not the difference between their civil and 
military pay made up to them, although 
that is done in several of the States. Has 
the Minister looked into this matter, and 
if so can he give any further information ? 

Senator PEARCE.—The facts in this 
case are that at a conference of Common- 
wealth and State Governments held after 
the outbreak of war, it was agreed that 
public servants enlisting should receive 
military pay only. The Commonwealth 
Government is adhering to that agree- 
ment.. I understand that the States of 
New South Wales and South Australia 
are not adhering to the agreement; the 
other States are. 

Senator Lt.-Colonel O’Locuiin.—The 
more to the credit of South Australia and 
New South Wales. 


PRICE OF ONIONS. 


Vg 


Senator McDOUGADL Has whe Meee 


ister representing the Prices Board made 
any inquiry yeti into the price of onions; 


noticed in the newspaper this morning 
that growers complain that they receive 
£4 a ton while onions are sold ati as high 
as £14 a ton. Has the Minister my letter 
of 16th J anuary, in which I gave him 


‘and, if so, has he any answer to give? I 


s 3 be 3 r 
“a Bea. y a 
° Co . 

; 


~ 1024 Finchley Hosyntal. 
notice that this rise was going to take 
place, and asked him to make inquiries 
into the matter? : 

Senator RUSSELL.—tThis is a ques- 
tion which the Prices Commissioner has tio 
deal with. 
reply for the honorable senator to-mor- 
row. 


FINCHLEY HOSPITAL. 


Senator FOLL asked the Minister for 
Defence, wpon notice— 


1. Is the Finchley Hospital at Toowoomba 


Neat present being used for invalid soldiers? 
2 . If not, have any arrangements been made 
— to see that this building and grounds are kept 
% in proper order during the time it is not in 
~ use as a hospital? 


Senator PEARCE. —The answers are— 

1. No. 

2. It appears that the former caretaker was 
unequal to the work of keeping down the 
weeds, but a new caretaker has been ap- 
pointed, and it is reported that the building 


and grounds are at present in a satisfactory 
condition. 


' PAPERS, 
_ The following papers were presented :— 


Public Service Act 1902-1916.—Promotion of 
_ A. J. Rutherford, Postmaster-General’s 
Department. 
War Precautions Act 1914-1916.—Regula- 
noe Amended—Statutory Rules AG No. 


RAILWAYS BILL. 


In Committee (Consideration resumed 
from 10th August, vide page vans 
_ Clause 46 agreed to. 

Clause 47— 


(1) Subject to this Act, the Commissioner 
shall appoint or employ such persons to assist 
_ in the execution of this Act~as he thinks neces- 
sary, and every person so appointed shall hold 
office during pleasure only. 
Get 2)° The ‘Commissioner shall pay such sala- 
ries, wages, and allowances to employees as he 
approves and as the Parliament appropriates 
for that purpose. 
__ (3) No employee appointed under this sec- 
tion shall, without the written consent of the 
Commissioner, engage in any employment out- 
side the duties of his office. 


Senator FERRICKS 
{3.9].—I move— — 

That the following new sub-clause be added 
to the Bill:—“ 4, No employee under this sec- 
tion shall, without the written consent of the 

tg Commissioner, accept a gratuity from a mem- 


ber or members of the public using the rail- 
ele a 


This is the proper time to endeavour 
to make some provision against ‘what 


[SENATE.] 


have been received with a certain amount 


I shall endeavour to get a 
was able to do by the aid of the pernicious — : 


man, 


and handed out £1, thinkifig he would x 


(Queensland) | 


_Baitways Bill. ee 


is undoubtedly - national — Sane Pe 
My previous references to the question — 


ae 
of levity, but changes of opinion have Bes 
been forced upon us by what has occurred — eas 
since the outbreak of war. What Germany 
evil of tipping shows the seriousness of the - 
subject. I have been informed by eta 
who travelled through Germany just be- 
fore the war broke out! that there were ae 
technical colleges there for the cnstruceoa : 
of hairdressers, waiters, footmen, coach- — 
men, and so on, and that for some years 
Germany had been virtually the supplier 
of men to occupy these posts throughout 
Great Britain. The result was that Ger- — 

man secret service agents were estab-— a 
lished as waiters and stewards in the ~ — 
clubs, including the Naval and Military a : 
Clubs, and the leading eating houses and 
hotels. They had received their tuition a 
under the German system of disburse- 
ment of Secret Service money, and were 
able to secure the positions by reason of 
the fact that in many cases no wages were 
paid for them, the men depending on tips, 
and sometimes premiums had actually to _ 
be paid. Prior to the outbreak of the war 
there was a remarkable clearing out of — 
these gentry from Great Britain. One 
of considerable standing in Aus- 
tralia, told me that the arrogance of these _ 
German. Secret Service instruments was — 
beginning to assert itself in England just 
before the war broke out, so much so that 
if the tip offered was not sufficiently largo oo 
the customer was openly bantered. a 

one occasion he was in a leading tea gar- _ 
den in England with some lady friends, © 


get sufficient silver change to provide the me 

necessary tip. All he got back was half ae oe 
sovereign and a threepenny bit. Not — 
ene to eye ‘the re Seal iees. as a seth eS 


of : dreipence ”? 2 
German tongue Bale one waiter ‘to. th 6.3 
other. 

The tipping euil. is Pe oie: througho 
Austraha. I ee to throw some 


or ‘offers a pe | 
ships, I have been for some years noes 
against this national evil, and at first. d 


c. 
* 
« 
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they realized that my object was to 
have the stewards paid a _ proper 
living wage for their services by the 
people who employed them a_ great 
change came over them, and I have 
received letters of commendation from the 


secretaries of various stewards’ unions, | 


- saying that the removal of the tipping 
. evil would be a good thing for the men 
themselves. Unfortunately, Mr. Justice 
Higgins legalized the practice by allowing 
so much for wages to the stewards in his 
award and expecting them to make up 
_ about 15s. a week in tips from the public. 
Sie Senator pe Larere.—He has given 
another award to the same men since then. 
. Senator FERRICKS.—Even so, I do 
- not think the award is commensurate with 
. the work performed. I believe he allowed 
stewards £9 a month, which, although it is 
not. expressly stated, leaves something to 
- be made up by tips. 
, As regards the railways, I do not’ say 
the railway employees make such a fine 
__ art of the practice as do shipping stewards 
and others, but the evil is perceptibly 
growing. On the Central Station in Bris- 
‘bane a number of lads are employed as 
platform porters to attend to passengers’ 
luggage. I have often watched mail trains 
going out ati night for the north. When 
a parliamentarian or commercial traveller 
carrying only an umbrella or stick or brief 
baz comes on to the platform, he is at 
once surrounded by four or five of these 
~lads who are anxious-to know if he has 
-the number of his car or sleeper, while 
a little further down the platform a lady, 
| ra with two or three children, will be left to 
«struggle with her own luggage. These 
boys are put there to attend to passengers’ 
_ Ingeage, and not to look for tips. I do 
not blame them altogether, for I held the 
= responsible position of lad porter myself 
once, and I know the boys are keen to 
“make all they can. But the system is 
_wrong, and will not bear examination. 
a = _ If the Senate indorses my amendment 
a start will be made towards abolishing 
the tipping evil. Most people have ad- 
-mitted-to me that the system is rotten, 
but regard the idea of abolishing it as 
Utopian. We have found we can do 
lots of things that we thought we could 
not do before the outbreak of the war. We 
= Bene’ raised £80,000,000 in this country, 


; 
~ 


z. : we eould not raise loans in Australia, and 
2 _ since we have been cut off, to a cértain 
oY 7 Bextent; from other countries we have 


found that we can Biaka iiananabie 


things that it was never thought we bd 


make before. 
This Bill offers a splendid oppor : 


for the 


National Government to make a 


start towards the abolition of tipping on 


its own 


sengers, but consignors of produce 0 


national railways. Not only pas- 


goods use the tipping system to buy more 
personal attention from railway employees — 
than is their due. A commercial traveller 


_ who wants his samples sent ahead, or a 


business man who wants goods consigned 
by a certain train, gives a tip, and the 
things go without fail, while farmers’ pro- 
duce and other stuff may be left behind. 
I am certain that this is one of the main 


reasons 


for a number of the letters Sat 


we see in the papers. 


Senator Colonel Rowrtu.—You are 


making 


a grave charge against the railway 


employees. 


Senator FERRICKS.—I know, but it 


is only 
reform 


too true. My advocacy of this 


is not popular, and I have - 


been told that, in Queensland, I was 
losing votes, but the evil exists, and the 
National Parliament should endeavour to 


stop it. 
out the 


I have included the words “ with- 
written consent of the Commis- 


sioner,” so as not to prevent a railway 
employee from receiving a presentation 
of a purse of sovereigns, or a gold watch, 
in recognition of some deed of heroism. 

I commend the amendment to the serious 


consideration of honorable senators, and 


although I have not spoken to any other 
of the Senate about the matter, 
I feel confident -that the majority will 
agree with the sentiments I have expressed. 
The only objection which, I think, can: 
be raised against the amendment. is— 
Can effecti be given to it? It is pos- 


fata hot 


‘sible at 
and let it be known that the Common- _ 


wealth 


states— 


all events to make an attempt, 


a 


Government, on their own rail- 
ways, will endeavour to do away with this 
pernicious practice, the abolition of which 
will, I think, be in the best interests of 
Australia and of the men themselves. : 

Senator FOLL (Queensland) [3.21].— 


I direct attention to sub-clause 3, which — 


= 


No employee appointed under this soeuon 
shall ‘without the written consent of the Com- 
missioner engage in any employment outside the 


duties of 


his office. - 


IT am sorry this sub-clause has been in- — 


cluded _ 


opinion, 


in the Bill, because, in my 
it places an unfair restriction 


a 
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upon members of the Public Service. I 
know that, in the Queensland State 
Service, a similar provision was found . 
to be open to a_ very wide inter- 
pretation indeed. It has been urged 
that without this provision it will 
be impossible for Government employees 
to undertake work outside their ordinary 
employment, and thus neglect their own 
duties; but in answer to that I would say 
that. if any official neglects his work it is 
the duty of the head ‘of the Department, 
‘or the foreman in charge of a gang, as 
the case may be, to send that man about 
his business. No such restriction is 
placed upon employees of private firms, 
and if this practice is to be continued in 
the Government Service, higher wages 
. should be paid to make up for the dis- 
- ability. © Unfortunately, this is. not 
usually the case. Let me illustrate how 
unfairly the sub-clause will operate. I will 
take the case of a man in receipt of a 
amall wage, say, in the Railway Depart- 
ment, in one of the cities of the Com- 
monwealth. If an opportunity is afforded 
him to earn half-a-sovereign on a Satur- 
day afternoon by, say, taking gate 
money on a racecourse, why choad he be 
prevented ! 

Senator Txomas.—And .compete with 


a man who, probably, had nothing to do” 


during the week? 

Senator FOLL.—It is hardly likely 
that a man with whom such an official 
would compete would have been earning 
nothing during the week. This railway 
man ito whom I allude might have a large 
family to keep, and he should not be 
denied a chance of earning a few extra 
shillings to provide his family with some 
additional comforts. 

Senator Baxuar.—lIf he does his work, 

what else matters ? 

-. Senator FOLL.—I agree with the hon- 
orable senator. If an employee of the 
Government performs his duties satis- 
factorily during office hours, it should be 
the concern of no one ore he does with 


his spare time. Let me now quote, 
the case of another man in some- 
what more fortunate circumstances: 


He may possess two or three allotments 
of land in one of the suburbs, and, in his 
spare time, build a small cottage for him- 
self. He may live in that cottage for 
two or three weeks, or months, and then 
sell at a profit. No restriction whatever 
- would be placed upon him because it 
would be argued that he was 


— 
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‘Senator 


simply 


building for himself, and that his weeks 
was not ‘ ‘employmert ”? in the meaning © 
of the Act. That man, as well as the 


“other to whom I have alluded, would be — 


quite entitled to make extra money for 

himself. 

will guarantee to pay their 

wages above the award rate, I shall not 

press my objection. I intend to move— 
That sub-clause 3 be left out. 


Amendment (by Senator Fenstcnee pa 


by leave, temporarily withdrawn. 


Amendment (by Senator For) pro= B 
posed— 

That sub-clause 3 be left out. 

Senator RUSSELL (Vitoria Hone a 


orary Minister) [3.27].—I am afraid that 
Foll’s amendment, if adopted, — 
will not render very much service 0 


the most deserving men in the com- - 


munity. If we do not pay sufficient 
wages to our employees, we ought 
to do so. After giving the best years 


If, however, the Government — 
workmen — 


Sa; 
sare 
Sen 

3 


of his life to the service of the Govern- _ 


-ment, a man is entitled to proper treat- 


Poets, 
Shae ae 
a 


ment, so that he will not be obliged to — 
take outside work in order to earn a few 


extra shillings. We have found, by ex- 
perience extending over a number of 
years, that this sub-clause does not 
operate against the best servants of the 
State, but only against those who, after 
drawing Government pay, are  con- 


*temptible enough to compete with others 


less 
not 
a sufficient wage, but, whilst subsidized — 


fortunately placed. They have 


by the Government, are prepared to com- — 4 


pete against men in other departments © 
of life. 
pathy. 


Senator Prarren.—They. do it in. their ae: 


own time. 

Senator RUSSELL.—That does 
touch the point. 
capable musician, earns £4 in his 
capacity as a Government servant, and — 
then accepts engagements at 12s. 6d. a 


night, while the recognised rate for musi-_ 


mat By 


cians is £1 ls. a night. 


Senator Fott.—He could not do that 


under the award rate. ‘ 

Senator RUSSELL. Let. me tell the 
honorable senator that the award rate 
does not always operate. 


condemnation of the public servant who 
practically utilizes a Government subsidy — 


to undercut individuals in private em-— : 
lage Government employee — e 


ployment. 


Such persons deserve no Syn oa 


not re 
Suppose a man, 8 a 


‘<2 


All Govern-— : & 


ment Departments are unanimous in their — 


ei 


sufficient manliness to fight for < 


abs 
ee 
s 


is 
4 & 


MeN 
_ They cannot be dismissed without first 
having a right of appeal to a Board con- 
stituted for the purpose. 
_ wishes to give men appointed under such 


ploy. 


_ from the outside public. 
aims at dealing more with permanent 


Railways 
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does not receive a wage sufficient to main- 
tain himself and his wife and family in 
comfort, by all means let us put up a fight 
for an increased wage being paid to him. 
Tf he is actuated by a genuine desire to 
improve his position, he may have the 
law relaxed in his favour by the Commis- 
sioner, but obviously he cannot be granted 
this. concession if he merely wishes to 
nndereut others who are engaged in pri- 
vate employ. By-law 15, which will 
probably be adopted when this Bill be- 
comes law, reads— 

Ne staff employee shall engage in any paid 


employment outside his departmental duties 
without obtaining the permission of the Act- - 


ing Commissioner, but this shall not apply. in 
respect to any payment rece.yed from a trades 
union or friendly society. 

In other words, his freedom of_action. will 
be limited only when he seeks, after com- 
pleting his day’s work, to compete with 
hes fellow citizens who are in private em- 
Under that by-law he will be 
able to become the secretary of a lodge, or 
of a temperance society, or of a_ trade 
union. 

Senator Grant.—Will he be able to fill 
in land tax returns? : | 
_ Senator RUSSELL.—I do not know, 
but I do know that many public servants 
voluntarily render numerous services to 
the public in connexion with the filling in 
of land tax returns, particularly in the 
country. Honorable senators will recog- 
nise that we must have power to prevent 
railway employees from competing for 
outside employment to the detriment of 


_ other persons. - - 


Senator THOMAS (New South Wales) 
{3.34].—I trust that the amendment will 
not be carried. I- venture to say that if 
it be adopted, opposition to it will come, 
not so much from the Commissioner as 
The provision 


officers than with men who are engaged on 
the temporary staff. Now permanent 


_ officers have their positions assured to 


them until they are sixty-five years of 
age. They are paid all the year round, 
whether the weather be wet or fine, and 
irrespective of whether or not they are 
absent from duty on account of illness. 


Senator Foll 


conditions an opportunity to compete with 


_ individuals who are liable to be dismissed 


from private employment at a moment’s 
netice. Thati would be grossly unfair. I 
know of a case in which the wife of a 


-locomotive driver actually conducts a 


small store in ‘opposition to a widow who 
has to support four or five children. 
Rather than open the door in the direc- 
tion suggested by Senator Foll, I would 
close it. A railway employee ought to be 
paid a reasonable wage, but he ought 
not to be permitted to unfairly compete — 
with individuals in private employ, 
Senator McDOUGALL “(New South 
Wales) [3.38].—I compliment the Go- 
vernment upon the insertion of this pro- 
vision in the Bill. As one who has had 
many years’ experience in industrial 
matters, I know that with men in pri- 


vate employ it is a common complaint 


that public servants frequently attempt to 
take the bread out of their mouths. I 
have seen a Government employee utilize 
his three weeks’ holiday leave by accept- 
ing outside employment while at the 
same time public servants were clamour- 
ing for shorter hours in order that they 
might have reasonable recreation. I hope 
that the sub-clause will be retained in 
the Bill. 

Senator NEEDHAM (Western Aus- 
tralia) [83.39]—The Honorary Minister 
has stated that if the wages paid to an 
employee on the. Commonwealth railways 
are not sufficient to maintain himself and 
his family in comfort, he regards it as 
the duty of the Government to see that 
those wages are increased. In view of 
that assurance, I cannot see my way to 
support the proposal of Senator Foll. 
When a man is in constant employment 
it is unfair to allow him to compete in 
the industrial market with others whose 
employment is of a very casual nature. 
Senator Foll spoke of a public servant 
who in his leisure hours might perhaps 
build a house with a view to subsequently 
selling it. But this provision would not 
prevent a man from doing that. 


Senator BakHap.—What if he put 15 
or 20 acres in a suburb under crop? 


» Senator NEEDHAM.—To be engage 
in any employment a man must be em- 
ployed by some one else. I do not think 
he could be fairly described as being en- 
gaged in an employment if he was build- 
ing his own house. | cee ie 
Senator Grant.—It would be an inter- 
ference with the building trade all the 
same. " 


5 
> 5 


Senator NEEDHAM.—That may be 
so, but the number of railway employees 
who will build their own houses will not 
materially affect the building trade. So 
long as the employees on the Common- 
wealth Railways receive fair wages it is 
not wise that they should be allowed to 
compete with persons outside the Govern- 
ment service in any industry. 

senator PRATTEN (New seat 
Wales) [3.43].—I should like to see the 
word ‘‘employment’’ defined- As the 
sub-clause stands at present an arbitrary 


_ Commissioner might prevent a railway em- 
: ‘ployee from rendering voluntary service 
: to a repatriation committee, or the ser- 
- vice to the general public to which the 


- Minister has referred. I believe that the 
_ Minister’s objection is to any employee 


- of the Railway Department seeking paid 


‘ 


“After all, 
with the primary producers, and I should 


employment outside whilst 
wages from the Government. 

Senator HarLte.—A Commissioner might 
reasonably object to an employee giving 


_ receiving 


voluntary service. 


Senator PRATTEN, I should like to 
see the word ‘‘ employment. ’’ defined, be- 


cause without a definition a railway em- 
_ ployee may be exposed to unreasonable 
restrictions by an arbitrary Commissioner. 


If the Minister could suggest some de- 
finition of ‘‘ employment ’’ it might over- 
come the difficulty in the minds of some 


honorable senators. 


Senator NEWLAND (South Australia) 


13. 45]. —I[ agree with Senator Pratten 


that it would be well to define the word 
“employment,’’ as used in this clause. 
Senator Thomas referred ito a case of an 
employee whose wife was engaged in a 
business, but, as the business did not 
belong to the husband, that could not be 
prevented. I know that under the Rail- 
ways Acts of South Australia such a 
thing could be prevented. There are 


many things in which a railway employee 


might be engaged which could scarcely 
come under the definition of employment 
prohibited under this clause. A man 
might acquire a few acres of land upon | 
which he would grow crops for sale. 
he would be. in competition 


like to know whether he would be con- 


sidered as engaged in employment out- 
‘side the railway service. 


I know of dis- 


-_ tricts in which railway men and _ their 
fe wives go in very extensively for the 


qe 


Er ndine of goats. In some parts of Aus- 


tralia that is a very profitable occupation 
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which the Commonwealth railways pass. Pt Ra - 


sympathy with a man who puts — 


shall have to. trust to the by-laws, — 


closely in by-laws than in the Bill 


indeed. ‘Much of the country through 


good country for the breeding of goats. A 
man might run a poultry farm, keep a ae a 
cow and sell the milk, or grow vegetables 
for sale. There are a thousand and one x 
things which a railway employee might 
engage in in his own time, and to the 
benefit of himself and “the meee 4 
generally. eas 5 


eee 

Senator FERRICKS. —There is Pees. “ee vi 
lot of latitude allowed in dealing wi 
such matters. ay 


Senator NEWLAND.—I am_ afraid he 
that the tendency is rather in the other 
direction. JI know that certain members 
of a railway staff were elected to positions ee 
on local authorities in connexion with — 
which they performed a great deal of hon- 
orary work, giving up their own time to 
serve the community. - The railway au- 
thorities in South Australia stepped In ~ 
and compelled those men to resign from 
the honorary offices which they filled. I 
happened to be one of them myself, so I 
know what I am talking of. It was cus- 
tomary some years ago for a railway 
employee to accept office as the secretary 
of a friendly society, for the work of 
which a small honorarium was paid. — 
The Government stepped in and refused 
to. allow any Government employee to take 
a position which carried a higher ane: oo 
than £10. a 

Senator NEEpHAM.—The Minister says : 
that that is not affected by this provision. 


Senator NEWLAND.—That is so. In 
South Australia the difficulty was got — 
over by that means. There are various 
ways of getting round an Act of Bs rei 
My concern is that the word ‘ ae 
ployment ’* can be defined as the hone : 
ties may think fit. But I recognise the 
dificulty of putting in a definition, or 
opening the door wide. I do not wish tos 
open the door wide, because I have aoe | 


a day on the railway and “thoh e 
enters into competition with some 
other person. I know a man—he ~ 


was a butcher by tradé—— who used to 
do-one days’ work on the railway and 
two days’ work in-a butcher’s shop. He 
could not do that sort of thing to-day. 
I expect that the Butchers’ Union would 
see that he did not. In this matter we 


cause such matters can be defined - mo: 


. Railways 


I am agreeable to the retention of this 
word on the understanding that it will 
be made perfectly clear in the by-law: 
that certain kinds of employment cannoi 
be engaged in by railway men when they 
are off duty. ian , 

Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
[{3.53].—If. this question were submitted 
to a vote of the Australian organized 
workers, I believe that they would refuse 
almost unanimously to permit employees 
of the Railways Commissioners to engage 
in any other kind of employment. It 


would be very much better for the Go- 


vernment, if that is their desire, to 


_ eliminate the words ‘‘ without the written 
consent of the Commissioner 


* $0 as to 
make the provision read— 


No employee appointed under this section 
shall engage in any employment outside the 


e ' duties of his office. 


If the Commissioner is given the right to 
say whether an employee shall engage in 
outside employment, a man who has a pull 
on the Commissioner will get permission 


to loiter when he is on duty and to engage 


in other work for the remainder of the 


_ day. There are innumerable directions in 


which men can employ profitably their 
leisure. I take a wider view of the 
word ‘‘engage’’ than the mere fact of a 
man being employed by somebody else. 
In my opinion, it is not necessary for a 


man to be employed by~somebody else to 


engage in profitable work after he. has 
completed his day’s duty for the Com- 
missioner. Apparently, it would not be 


an infringement of the sub-clause if an 
- employee engaged in the breeding of 


of their time to that business. 
railway man might engage in the breed- 


te: as to engage in the breeding of race. 

horses, or to have several shares in race- 
horses. 
ployed by anybody outside the Depart- 


ment, but he would be engaged in an 


pigeons. It might not be very profitable, 
but still it would interfere very consider- 
ably with persons who devoted the whole 
Another 


ing of prize fowls, and he, too, would in- 
terfere very seriously with those who had 
not the privilege of holding an office 


-- under the Railways Commissioner, and 
_ who had to devote the whole of their time 
_ to fowl-breeding. 


Yet, acording to the 
definition placed on the word ‘‘ engage,”’ 
that _would be no _ infringement of 
the sub-clause. A man might even go so 


He would not be directly em- 


avocation which probably was just as pro- 


_ fitable as the one in which he was em- 
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ployed by the Commissioner. So, too, with 


regard to the breeding of dogs and other 


animals. ss 
Reference was made by Senator Foll to 
the question of house-building, 


Appar- — 
ently, it would be quite the right thing 


for a railway employee to secure a suitable — 


piece of land whereon to build a home for 
Instead of employing a recog- — 
nised builder, he would devote any — 
in the morning © 


himself. 


spare time he had 
and evening, Sundays, Saturdays and 
holidays in erecting a. dwelling. That 
would be interfering directly with those 
who devoted the whole of their time to 
that particular industry. But, appar- 
ently, there is nothing in the Bill to pre- 
vent that kind of thing being done. — 
Senator McDovcatt.— Would you let 
a man put up a tent? 
Senator GRANT.—There are persons 
who devote their time to making tar- 
paulins for tents, and there are others who 


spend all their time in building tents. It 


is just as much an interference with the 
rights of citizens for a railway man to 
do that as to engage in other outside work 
in his spare time. | 

Senator Colonel RowErtt.—Would you 
not allow a man to grow a little fruit or 
vegetables ? 

Senator GuTHRIzE.—Or to catch some 
fish ? 

Senator GRANT. — Apparently, it 
would be quite right for a man to go 
fishing, and provide himself with food 
in that way, instead of getting his supply 
through the ordinary channel. If this 
provision is to have the wide sweep which 
some honorable senators desire it should 
have, it will prevent a gifted employee 
from writing such a book as The Seénti- 
mental Bloke, or The Moods of Ginger 
Mick. If honorable senators are going 


to prevent the ordinary railway man from 


earning some money after his office hours, 
they will certainly require to stop the 
production of any literary works of that 
character, They will also require to 
prevent a man who has had journalistic 
experience from making use of his 
literary qualifications and earning ad- 
ditional money. x 


4 


d 


It has never been a plank of the Labour — 


platform that one man should have only 
one job. But it is a principle generally 
adhered to. It is recognised that if a 
man does his work, and does it well, he 
is not fit to engage in other employment. 


In my opinion, the proper remedy to - 


t 


7 


¥ 


, 


q 
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-adopt is to remove from the Commis- 


-sioner the right to give his sanction. 


gaging 


If 
the amendment I have suggested were 
made, it would do away with all amateur 
fishing and house building, and, pro- 
-bably, it would go so far as to prevent 
a railway man from investing surplus 
fash in shares in mining companies or 
other ventures of that sort. 

After the present amendment is dis- 
posed of, I will submit the amendment I 
have outlined, and then we shall see 
whether honorable senators are prepared 
to give the Commissioner the right to 
give or withhold his consent to the per- 
formance of outside duties. Seeing that 
there is an annual loss of a sum ex- 
ceeding £350,000 on the Commonwealth 
railways, I take it that the Commissioner 
will have his work cut out for a consider- 
able time to make ends meet. It would 
really convenience him and greatly con- 
duce to the satisfactory working of the 


railways if the employees were required to. 


devote the whole of their time to that 
business, and were prevented from en- 
in outside employment, either 
directly or indirectly. 

The CHAIRMAN.—The amendment 


before the Committee is that the whole 


of the sub-clause be struck out. 
Senator GRANT.—If that amendment 


is defeated, I shall move the one which I 


have suggested. , 
Senater BAKHAP pacniesa [4.3]. 


—I intend to support the amendment of 


‘Senator Foll. I am not afraid, as Sena- 
tor Grant is, that the operation of the 
sub-clause would result in the prohibition 
of the outflow of literature similar to the 


_ work called, The Moods of Ginger Mick. 


That is not a difficulty which is in my 
way at all. I object to the principle 
which has been laid down by several hon- 
_orable senators of prohibiting the activities 
of a man outside the terms of his engage- 
ment with the Commissioner, if he carries 
out properly the duties allotted to him by 
the Department over which the Com- 


“missioner presides. 


a 


A good many of the statements made 
‘here to-day seem to me to involve a very 
big fallacy. There is the idea that 
one producer of wealth enters into com- 
_ petition with another producer. That is 
fallacious. If it is accepted as a prin- 
ciple, I venture to say that I shall be 
able to produce a pretty long list of ex- 
1 to it. Does one gold-miner 


[L enter into competition with another gold- 


-[SENATE.] — 


‘practically _ unpopulated stretches were | 


- Bill. 


miner ? Dont one wheat ferme contac | it 


into competition with another wheat — 
farmer, and is the competition — to 
be deprecated even if he does? 


Practically all competition is only one 
phase of wealth production. We must not K : 
forget that the railways under the imme- | 
diate jurisdiction of the Commissioner a 
will traverse the waste spaces of Aus- 3 
tralia. It would be a very good thing 
if every siationmaster, every guard, ~ 

every porter who will be living in these 8 


encouraged to engage in grazing, and 
breeding horses, cattle, goats, and sheep. 
I should eulogize- any principle » that — 
would permit these men to engage in the 
production of wealth outside the ines 
occupied in their railway duties, and en-— 
courage them to subdue the wilderness. — . 
If a Government employee in a suburb a % 
helps his wife to run a poultry farm in 
his spare time, is he doing something _ a 
inimical to the interests of the country? 

Senator THomas.—Does any Commis- - 
sioner prevent him from doing so? Ee 


Senator .BAKHAP.—The honorable - 
senator is inviting the Commissioner to 
prevent him. It seems to be set out in im 
this swh-clause as a principle that it is 
desirable to limit the activities of men | 
in the hours outside those occupied in per- — ae 
forming their official duties. I hope I fe 
shall never vote for the embodiment of — 
this pernicious principle in any of our | 
Railways Acts. JI am astonished at hon-— 
orable senators who have spoken apethae se “es 
the amendment. We are always talking 
about our liberty, and proclaiming this 
country to be a Democracy, yet through- ~ 
out our legislation it seems to be regarded 
as a sacred principle to limit the expendi- 
ture of the energies of the individual. I 
know the. direction in which Senator 
Thomas would limit our liberties. He 
will prescribe our porridge for us pre- 
sently. As a Democrat, I am absolutely 
opposed to this sort of thing. I believe 
in the free and complete exercise jor 
human activity. This is an obnoxious 
provision, and I honour Senator Foll fo: 
having taken action which may lead to its 
emendation. 


Senator BARKER (Victoria) [4 8] — 
There seems to be a misunderstanding 
about the effect of the sub-clause, which I 
commend the Government for introdue 
ing. It applies only to certain avocations. 
I have known in the past of numbers of 
men in constant Corea ene employs 


yiae™ © 
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taking, just for the sake of the extra few 
shillings, small jobs which were all that 
cripples or other physically unfit men 
had to depend on for a living. The Min- 
ister spoke of men in the Department tak- 
ing the places of musicians, I have known 
cases where they have done so, at con- 
siderably less than the ruling rate of 
wage. Strong objections have been raised 
outside to that sort of thing, which can- 
not be defended by any plea for liberty 
or Democracy. No one objects to a man 
in the wilds along this line raising stock, 
and no Commissioner would prevent him, 
but I object to a man, getting a fair 
“screw,’’ in continuous employment, tak- 
ing small sums that could be earned by 
outsiders as gatekeepers on race-courses 
or at shows. Many men physically incap- 
able of hard work make a precarious liv- 
ing as stage supers, at anything from 2s. 
d. to 4s. a night, yet cases have been 
known of men in regular Government em- 


Se ployment trying to take that work from 


them. Will Senator Bakhap say that is 
_ Democracy or liberty? 

Senator Pratren.—There will not be 

many theatres along the east-west rail- 
way. 
Senator BARKER.—Perhaps not, but 
if a man has a job on that line, and his 
- wages are not sufficient to maintain. him- 
self and his wife, it is a disgrace to the 
authorities running the railways for offer- 
ing it, and to himself for taking it. 

Senator FatrsparrnN.—Do you want to 
give a man only sufficient to maintain 
him? Do you not want to give the poor 

_ chap a chance? 

~* Senator BARKER.—What does the 
honorable senator call a ‘‘ poor chap’’? 
Does he call himself one? 


Senator Bakuapr.—Get your ideas out 
of the cities! Get out into the big spaces 
of Australia ! . 


Senator BARKER.—Why does not the 


honorable senator get out into the big 


spaces, and raise horses, cattle, pigs, or 
fowls? This sub-clause has nothing to do 
with that. It is our duty while the Bill 


Senator THOMAS (New South Wales) 
[4.12].—I am as much against Senator 
Grant’s amendment as I am against Sena- 
tor Foll’s. I do not. contend that in no ~ 
circumstances should a person be permit- 
ted to do work outside his official duties. 
The Government have struck the happy 
medium by leaving the matter to the dis- 
cretion of the Railways Commissioner. — 
There may be times when it would be to 
the advantage of the community to allow 
persons in Government Deparments to do 
a certain amount of outside work. I re- © 
member one case in Melbourne, where no 
one outside the Federal Service could be 
found qualified to give instruction in a 
particular kind of telephone work, and 
after full inquiry, the Public Service Com- 
missioner granted an officer permission to 
give instruction to those going in for a 
certain examination. If the sub-clause is 
passed, I do not anticipate that the Com- 
missioner will prevent any employee along 
the line from raising poultry, or even 
cattle, in his spare time. I was pleased 
to hear Senator Bakhap, from Tasmania, 
say he was against the restriction of 
liberty. If the time ever comes in this — 
Senate when we raise the question as to 
whether Victoria or New South Wales 
should be restricted to only six senators, I 
trust the honorable senator will remember > 
that he is not in favour of the restriction 
of liberty. I doubt if in the Federal Ser- 
vice at the present time there are more 
than 300 persons at the outside permitted 
to engage in outside occupations, and in no 
ease is this done without the consent of 
the Commissioner. I guarantee that in 
every case there is a very fair reason why 
it should be done. I am therefore quite 
prepared to give the Railways Commis~- 
sioner the power of decision, which I am 
sure will be wisely used. 


Senator FOLL (Queensland) [4.16].—I 
was not referring to men who had given 
long years of service to the Government 
Departments, so much as to men who 


when they first. entered the Government 


Service received a paltry wage. There are 
times when many men, who have married 


young, find it practically impossible to 
keep themselves and their wives on the 
wage they receive on starting in Govern- 
ment employment. 


ployed by the Railway Department are 
given sufficient wages, and I protest 
tee against men in permanent occupations 
being allowed to take mean little jobs 


im 


ss going through to see that men em- 


- outside from those who are really in need 


of them. I shall vote for the clause as it 
: stands. 


Senator McDovcati.—You want that 
sort of man té take a job from another 
man, who is even worse off. 
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Senator FOLL. —I want to do nothing 
of the sort.’ Nearly all the bogies raised 
by honorable senators are brought forward 
for the purpose of protecting one man at 
the expense of the other. 
be offered, according to Senator Thomas 
and others, to a Government employee in 
the country raising produce for market in 
order to supplement his ordinary salary, 
but a Government employee living in the 
city is not to be allowed to do anything 


- of the kind. This is simply making fish 


of one and flesh of another. 


spare time. 


A provision 
similar to this sub-clause caused much dis- 
satisfaction when in force in Queensland, 


4 Peand under it many injustices were done. 


“I know of a oman who had an 


age ee of working at a totalizator. 


on a Queensland race-course,-and in 
that way was able to earn 30s. 
on a Saturday afternoon without in any 
way neglecting his duties as a railway 
servant,. but still he got into serious 
trouble with the Queensland Railways 
Commissioners. I, could also quote cases 
of men in country districts of Queensland 
getting their homes together by raisine 


‘poultry, cattle, growing vegetables, and 


engaging in other occupations in_ their 


able to-retire at an early age from the 
Service and go upon farms which they 
had established for themselves during the 
time they were employed by the Railways 
Commissioners. Senator McDougall said 
he was not in favour of any Government 
employees competing with other indivi- 
duals in their spare time; but we know 


_ that, as a rule; their hours do not allow 


e with other individuals: 


of very much opportunity for competition 
It is. probable, 


_ therefore, that Senator McDougall raised 


an. objection to serve his own ends, be-- 


cause he did not. make any reference to 


_ employees of private firms doing the same 


thing. It appears according to. Senator 
McDougall that, simply because a man 


happens to be a Government employee, 


he is to be prevented from doing what 
other people are allowed to do. 


- Senator THomas.—Do -you think Go- 


_vernment employees should be dismissed 


at a moment’s notice, ay in the case of 


employees in private firms? 


Senator FOLL.—If a Government em- 


- ployee neglects his duty he may be .dis- 
missed in the same way. as an employee 


of a private firm. 


If he is not dis- 
charged for neglect of duty, the official 


-_who should have dismissed him must be 


[SENATE.] _ 


No objection is to. 


Some of those men were 


‘necessary to discriminate between employ- — 


neglecting his duty. Benger “Russfll 4 

mentioned that exceptions are to be made 
in the cases of men fortunate enough to 
secure positions as secretaries of un opal <a 
and lodges, but thab does not/re- 
move the objection I raised to/ the 
sub-clause, namely, that it will pper- 4a 
ate unjustly on every employee) who 
may desire to do something in his 
spare time. The fact that similar 
provision has been inserted in “ay 
of the various States does not p 
right ; but; on the contrary, according é 
to my. view, that is all the more reason oe 
why it should be wiped out of the Bill — 
because there are more men suffering “ae 
under this injustice than I bhouene was 

the case. ae 


Senator BaxHap.—Does the Konorableee 
senator say it has been ete from ae 
the Queensland Act? - eS 


‘ a 
Senator FOLL. Yes, it was found to 
work so unsatisfactorily that it was ex- ~ 
cised about eighteen months ago. I eases, 
mend the Queensland Government for 
having done that, and I trust that the pes 
amendment. will be carried. 


Senator MILLEN (Noe South Wales . 
—Vice-President of the Executive Couns 
cil) [4.25].—Before the Committee de- 
cides this matter I wish again to direct Bey: 
attention to one point which seems tome 
to’ have been very much in evidence dur- 
ing the discussion, namely, that it is 


ment and any other effort which a eee 
vernment railway eompis yes might make 
to add to his income. Senator ee 
drew a most entrancing picture of sylvan — 
money-making by describing how State, 
employees could. -engage in the prodieheeee 
of horned cattle, such: as goats, as well 
as poultry,, and so on. I remind as 
honorable senator, however, that a 
provision similar to this appears oe 
every Railways Act, and yet honorabl 
senators—who for their manifold sins ar 
obliged to travel continually upon~ our 
railways—must have noticed fettlers en- 
gaged in bee-raising and other oceupa- 
tions to add to their incomes without in 
any way offending the spirit of the pro- 
vision referred to. This sub-clause_is no 
a prohibition against men doing anythin 
of that sort, but it is a prohibition 
against a Government servant entering 
into the service of another man. eee 


‘4 SS Biskios MILLEN. —It is so defined, 
= _ because where there is employment there 
- must be an employer. If honorable sena- 
SS tors will bear that in mind, and bear in 
mind also the-scriptural injunction that 
no man can serve two masters, they will, 
_ Tthink, see the wisdom of the sub-clause as 
Beas stands. It does not in any way impair 
any opportunity which a man may have 


- 


_ of devoting his spare time to those occu- 
_ pations which may add to his income; but 


I submit that. the. Commissioner must be 


‘intrusted with the control of Govern- 

Es _ ment railway employees, and of deciding 
: whether a man’s acceptance of a par- 

ae 

a ticular employment is detrimental to his 
position as a Government employee or 
otherwise. = 
Senator Baxuarp.—Does not the hon- 
orable senator see that the phrase ‘* en- 
- gage in any employment ’’ is synonymous 
= with “‘engage in any occupation ’’! 
Senator MILLEN.—No, it is _ not. 
_ This provision, which is contained in every 
- other Railways Act of the States, is in- 
Baecrreted as 1 have indicated. 


“Senator Baxunap.—Senator  Foll has 
- just told us that it has been excised from 
the Queensland Act, 


~ Senator MILLEN.—It is in the Vic- 

= Spee New. South Wales, and South 
Australian Acts at all events, and even 
if, as Senator Foll indicates, it has-been 
<F removed from the Queensland Act, that 
cannot be taken as conclusive evidence 
that it is not advisable to retain it in this 
Bill. Even in the case of men offering 
for outside employment, there is power in 
the Bill for the Commissioner to grant 
Se exemptions from the operation of this sub- 
clause, which, I submit, is necessary for 
be , the maintenance of discipline in the Ser- 
vice, and, to some extent, to act as a 
a check against an undesirable practice of 
_. allowing public servants to compete in the 
open labour market. I ask the Committee 


stands, and rely on the good sense of the 
~ Commissioner to whois it in a reason- 
- able manner. 


Senator DE LARGIE (Western Aus- 
ae tralia) [4.30].—It is a pity that we have 
wae _ approached the discussion on this Bill be- 
ore honorable senators have had_an oppor- 
tunity of realizing the nature of the 
= _ country through which the east-west line~ 
rts passes, and the condition of isolation im- 
_ posed upon men who will be engaged on 
Betiat oe 


* to allow the sub-clause to remain as it 


Senator Srnro8. gs will be other 
railways in the future, — 

Senator DE LARGIE.—But such eee: 
will traverse country very much in the — 
nature of that through which the east- — 
west railway passes, and my argument. 

will still hold good. We must bear in 
mind that railway men employed on rok 
line will have a great deal of spare time 
on their hands, and that being so, are we 
going to prevent them from doing any- 
thing outside of their regular employ- 
ment? Suppose that, in a certain place, 
there is an ample water supply, and that 
by cultivation railway men could grow 
sufficient for themselves, or for somebody 
else, along the line where water is not 
procurable, are we going to be so unrea- 
sonable as to prevent that being done? — 

Senator. Prarren.—The Commissioner 
will have that power. 


* Senator DE LARGIE.—I do not think 


the Commissioner would be so narrow in 
his definition of employment, We can 
safely leave this matter to his common 
sense. Therefore, I shall support the 
sub-clause as it stands. 

Amendment negatived. 

Amendment (by Senator Fennicxs) 
again proposed—" | 

That the following new sub-clause be added. 
to the Bill:—‘* 4. No employee under this see- 
tion shall, without the written consent of the 
Commissioner, accept a gratuity from a mem- 
ber or members of the public using the rail- 
way.” 

Senator NEEDHAM (Western Aus- 
tralia) [4.32].—The amendment moved 
by Senator Ferricks is worthy of con- 
sideration. All honorable senators, as well 
as members of the other branch of the 
Legislature, are subject to the present 
system of tipping. The imsertion of the 
proposed new sub-clause will be an innova- 
tion in our legislation. 

Senator Gururire.—What will be the 
value of it unless we make it a penal — 
offence ? 

Senator Frrricks.—That will be for 
the Commissioner to do. ~ ro 
Senator NEEDHAM .—It is a step in 
the right direction. In the course of his 
remarks, Senator Ferricks referred to a — 

judgment by Mr. Justice Higgins in re- 

lation to stewards and pantrymen on — 
coastal steam-ships. Personally I was — 
much surprised that His Honour should — 
have made any allowance for tips as re- 

muneration to such employees. It was a 
most remarkable thing to do. If, in the © 
wages paid to a steward an allowance be ~ 
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made for tips, obviously 1t is the passen- 
ger, and not the employer, who pays those 
wages. 

Senator Colonel RowEutit.—The passen- 
ger will have to pay in any circumstances. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—TI do not think 
so. The tipping system is degrading alike 
to the man who gives the tip and to the 
recipient. I do not know of any employ- 
ers in the Commonwealth who are better 
able to pay a proper living wage to their 


employees than are the shipping com- | 


panies of Australia. I was astonished 


when Mr. Justice Higgins made this al- 


ee Se ee 


lowance for tips in the case of stewards. 
Senator pz LarGcre.—That decision no 
longer holds good. . 
Senator NEEDHAM. — The 
given by His Honour still stands. 
Senator pe Larere.—Not at all... 
Senator NEEDHAM.—I shall be very 
glad if Senator de Largie can prove to 
me that the award has been varied to the 
extent that the Arbitration Court does 
not now take into consideration the tips 


award 


received by stewards on our coastal 
steamers. 

Senator pE Larcir.—That is very easily 
proved. | 


Senator NEEDHAM.—I_ think that 


when the honorable senator attempts to 


prove it he will be undertaking a very 
difficult task. I have read the variations 
of the award given by Mr. Justice Hig- 
gins, and I say that they do not vary in 
any particular the allowance made by him 
for tips. 3 

Senator GutHriz.—But the Stewards 
Union passed a resolution prohibiting its 
members from accepting tips. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—Probably that 
is what is agitating Senator de Largie’s 
mind. 

Senator GutTHrie.—How is the honor- 
able senator going to prevent tipping? 

Senator NEEDHAM.—Perhaps it will 


be difficult to accomplish by legislation. | 


I know that there is one honorable sena- 
tor present who would like to make men 
teetotallers by Act of Parliament. He 
will never succeed in doing that. But the 
experiment proposed by Senator Ferricks 
is one which is worth while trying so long 
as the Government pay to our railway em- 
ployees a reasonable living wage. If those 
employees received such a wage, there is 


no reason why they should augment their 


earnings by the acceptance of tips. I ven- 
ture to say that the amendment 1s one 


_ which will appeal to the employees them- 


selves. The average Australian is very 
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independent. Indeed, I know of many 
instances in which tips have been refused 
by railway servants. 


Senator PRATTEN.—Those instances re- — 


present a very small 

whole. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—1 do not think 
I have travelled the Commonwealth 


percentage of the 


SO. 


quite as much as has Senator Pratten, z 
and I have frequently met men who have 


refused to accept tips. 
Senator Rerp.—Where? 


Senator NEEDHAM —In the patel F 


of the State which the nonorable senator 
represents. 


Senator PratTtEN.—How much was the ~ 


amount of the tip? 


Senator NEEDHAM.—Yn reply to the =. 
inquiry of my honorable friend, I merely 
wish to say that 1 am not a Seotchman. 


So long as we pay our railway employees 
a reasonable living wage, there is no 
need for them to receive gratuities. I 
shall support the proposal of Senator Fer- 
ricks. 


Senator THOMAS (New South Wales) 


[4.42].—I entertain the greatest sym- ~ : 


pathy for the amendment. My only ob- 


jection to it is that it is impracticable, — | 
We all realize that tipping is a very bad 


practice indeed. But that 1s ‘no. reason 


why we should not attempt to suppress it. 


So long as a railway employee receives a 


reasonable wage for the services which he — 


renders, he has no right to accept gratui- 
ties from the travelling public. 


question, it is undeniable that the tipping 
system, instead of decreasing, is increasing, 


and increasing to the disadvantage of the.«iges 
The evil is a very acute ~ 


general public. 


But in | : 
spite of all that we may say upon this 


one in England, where, on my recent visit, 


I did not encounter.one person who refused — 


a tip. There, however, the wages paid to 


quite a number of officials are very low, 
and, naturally, those officials endeavour —__ 


to make up the deficiency in tips. 


conditions in Australia are very different. 


When passing through Canada I found ~ 


that the tipping system, particularly on 


the railways, had been reduced almost to a 


an exact science, because the controllers 
of the railways of the Dominion are im- 


bued with the idea that if the wages paid 


to the employees who come into close con- 
_talet with the passengers are low, those — 
employees will be more attentive to-the 
needs of the travelling public, and, gener- Bx 
In other words, we 
were assured that the practice of tipping _ 


ally, more servile. 


y 


ears 


Was an integral part of the system which 
obtained there. I should be very sorry to 
see such a system introduced into Aus- 
tralia. Every passenger has a right to 
civility and courtesy at the hands of rail- 
way employees; but railway employees, on 
the other hand, have an equal ‘right to 
_ expect civility and courtesy from _pas- 
sengers. But if civility is exhibited on 
both sides, the employee can surely dis- 
_ charge his official duties without any hope 
of receiving a gratuity. Although I think 
that the proposal of Senator Ferricks, if 
j _ adopted, will probably remain a dead 
>> fetter, we have a right to continue our 
efforts to suppress an admitted evil until 
we succeed. 
5 - Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Hon- 
-  orary Minister) [4.48]—_The sympathy of 
- the Government, it is almost needless to 
Say, is with the mover of the amendment. 
_ The donor of a.tip is invariably actuated 
by the purest motives in that he merely 
desires to render a favour in return for 
a favour. But the receiver of a tip is 
unquestionably humiliated by its accep- 
_ tance. J have no objection to the pro- 
posal of Senator Ferricks asa moral pla- 
card, but I do not think the world has 
_ yet reached that stage when the evil of 
- which he complains can be abolished. It 
| is the intention of the Minister for Works 
and Railways to frame a by-law which 
will absolutely prohibit’ tipping—a_ by- 
law similar to that which is already 
___ operative in the various States of the Com- 
monwealth. But, as we all know, that pro- 
vision is more honoured in the breach than 
in the observance. Honorable senators can 
best assist in suppressing the tipping evil 
_ by themselves refusing to give tips. When 
_ that practice has become an established 
one, I shall be glad to join their brigade, 
but not before. I ask honorable senators 
not to put the provision in the Bill. I 
_- give them the assurance. on behalf of the 
_~ Minister for Works and Railways, that 
tipping’ will be absolutely prohibited 
_ under the by-laws. | 
~ Senator FATIRBAIRN = (Victoria) 
_ [4.50].—I hope, with Senator Russell, 
that the amendment will not be pressed. 
T agree with other honorable senators that 
the tipping system is most objectionable 
and painful. The last time I had the 
____ pleasure of being in London my life was 
a i made an absolute burden to me, because 
at every meal I took I was wondering all 
__~ the time what sort of a tip I was expected 
to give to the German waiter. <A friend 
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of mine compounded with the manager of 
one hotel by offering te give 10 per cent. 
on his bill for tips. Be 


Senator Frrercxs.—Probably all those — 


. German waiters were secret service agents. — 


Senator FAIRBAIRN.—-I think that — 
is quite likely. The difficulty is that 
whilst we have a great many laws in ~ 
operation in Australia, very many of — 
them are continually broken. The worst — 
thing we could do is to pass a law if we 
are not determined that it is to be rigidly 
enforced. 

Senator Tuomas.—The 
is sometimes broken. 


Senator FAITRBAIRN.—That is go, 
but the people who break it have to suffer 
if they are found out. If we carry the 
provision proposed by Senator Ferricks, 
tipping will go on all the same, though 
perhaps it may be done a little more 
quietly than heretofore. If the inser- 


2 
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Customs Act 


_tion of such .a provision in the Bill 


would prevent tipping, I should gladly 
support it, but I do not think it 
would have any such effect. Honorable 
senators are aware that our game laws are 
continually broken, and that in some cases 
even policemen are known to go out shoot- — 
ing in the close season. When travelling © 
through New South Wales I found 
that on the main lines, where tips are very 
frequently given, they did not have any 
lowering effect upon the porters who were 
tipped. When I got on to the lines in 
the back country, I found a different state — 
of affairs, because, whilst the railway em- — 
ployees would not accept a tip, neither ~ 
would they carry my swag. I had to 
carry it myself. Ags Senator Russell 
has suggested, tipping seems to be one of 
the frailties of human nature, and until 
we all become angels I doubt whether any 
law we may pass will put an end to it. 
Senator DE LARGIE (Western Aus- | 
tralia) [4.54]—I think that we may very 
well leave this matter in the hands of the 
Railways Commissioner. I have some 
reason for saying so, because of a little 
experience I had on a journey over the 
Kalgoorlie to Port Augusta railway. 
There was a fair company of us making 
the journey, including the present Engi- 
neer-in-Chief. We decided not to adopt 
the practice of tipping on that occasion, 
and I am sure that the present Engineer- 
in-Chief of Commonwealth Railways 
would be only too glad to prevent tipping. 
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Senator NrepHam.—Will he be travel- 
ling on every train on the Commonwealth 
railways? 

Senator DE LARGIE.—If any senator 
other than Senator Needham had asked 
that question, I should think that there 
was a joke behind it. But, as the honor- 
able senator never jokes, his interjection 
must have some hidden meaning, which 


at the moment I fail to grasp. It is said 


that he was a courageous man who first 
ate an oyster, and, in the same way, it 


takes a considerable amount of courage 


_. to break an established practice like that 


what they could get. 


of tipping. But if we begin well in con- 
nexion with our Commonwealth railways 
we shall not find it difficult to maintain 
the practice of refusing to offer tips. 


Senator PRATTEN (New South 
Wales) [4.55]—I hope that Senator 
Ferricks will not withdraw his amend- 
ment, I am one of the guilty mortals, hav- 
ing tipped north, south, east, and west in 
two hemispheres and five continents, J 
have known very keen efforts made by 
very large caterers and hotel-owners in 
various parts of the world to put down the 
practice of tipping. To my mind, it is a 


relic of a barbarous age, when men were 


asked to work for nothing and beg for 
Going about the 
world as I have done, I divide tippers into 
three classes. One class comprises the ~ 
vain men, who wish to make a provocative 
display of their wealth; another class 
is comprised of persons who have no back- 
bone or will of their own, but must do as 
other people do; and the third class is 
made up of those selfish persons who 
give money in tips to pay for extra ser- 
vices for themselves which belong to the 
public generally. I hope that Senator 
Ferricks will persist in his endeavour to 


see whether, on the new railways of this 
young Commonwealth, we cannot set out 


upon a course of our own in this matter. 
I know that attempts have been made on 


the State railways to put down tipping, 


but we have, in connexion with the Com- 
monwealth railways, an absolutely clear 


-eourse, and I trust that, not only will the 


amendment be carried, but that it will be 
followed by its necessary corollary in the 
form of a clause making it penal for any 


person to give a tip. 


Senator NEEDHAM (Western Aus- 
tralia) [4.59]._Senator de Largie, in 


(obi against the amendment, told us 
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that he travelled over the Kalgooue a - 
Port Augusta railway in company with +7 
the Engineer-in-Chief of Commonwealth — 
Railways, and thatthe party of which they 
were members decided to give no tips, andes; 
none were given by them. I very inno- ~ 
cently asked the honorable senator whe-— <s 
ther the Engineer-in-Chief would be 
travelling upon every Commonwealth rail-_ 
way and in every train. I am prepared © 
to believe that if Senator de Largie and : 
the Engineer-in-Chief of Commonwealth 
Railways were ‘travelling by a train, no we 
tip would be given, but they cannot travel 
by every train, and on every Common- 2 

wealth railway at the same time. So that 

the honorable senator’s joke is turned — e 
against himself. I think that Senator — 
Pratten has put this matter in a nut-— 
shell. It is all very well to say that we ee 
should refrain from giving tips ourselves, ‘ 
but, what will happen if we do. ie 


Senator Baxuap.—What is done by 
every parliamentary Committee that 
travels by the railways. A subscription 
from each is put into the hands of the sec- fe ; 
retary to be expended in tips. a 

Senator NEEDHAM.—The Honorary — 
Minister has said that a by-law will be ie 
passed forbidding tips, and if that is the ~ — 
intention of the Government, why not ae 
a provision to that. effect: into. the Bill? 
The honorable senator may not attach as 
much importance to the amendment as do 
other members of the Committee, Say acne! es 

Senator Russrety.—I say it will ase 
covered by the by-laws. : 

Senator NEEDHAM.—If it is to be 
covered by the by-laws, there is no reason — 
why it should not bevincluded in the Bille ces 

Senator FERRICKS (Queensland) — . 
[5.3]. With respect to the practicability ” 3 
of the amendment, I should like to re- — 
mind honorable senators that a consider-— 
able advance has been made in Victoria in 
the reduction of the tipping evil: At thes: af 
present time, there are to be found on 
the Spencer-street railway station no less _ 2 
than thirty-seven licensed luggage eae | 
who devote their atitention to passengers’ — 
luggage. If a porter in the service oo 
the Railway Department accepts a 
tip, and one of the thirty-seven licensed — 
luggage porters sees him do so, he 
will report him. I know that is 
so, because when JI first. _came_ to 


= 
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eight packages which I was not taking 
with me at the time were put into the 
cloak room. I went_up to this man with 

a two-shilling piece showing in my hand, 
and asked him to see that the packages 
were placed in the cloak-room. I be- 
lieved that the charge would be 2d.- per 

_ package, and I was not going to wait for 
_ the change. The man said, “‘ This is no 
good to me.’’ I thought this was rather 
a strange reception, and I interviewed the 
1 foreman porter, who told me that my 


" 


packages would be taken to the cloak- 
room in the ordinary course, and I had 
only to keep my checks for them. The 
_. licensed luggage porter was watching us, 
ie and he subsequently reported the foreman 
porter for having accepted a tip from me. 
Explanations followed, and I was able to 
inform the stationmaster that I had given 
eS no tip to any of his men. I know that 
tips have been refused on the dining-cars. 
If we do not make some attempt to put 
down the system of tipping on our rail- 
ways, the number of our railway em- 
_ ployees will increase as time goes on, and 
a vested interest in tips will have been 
~ ereated which it will be very difficult to 
handle. There is nothing 'to prevent hon- 
orable senators doing what they believe 
to be right in this matter now. No mem- 
ber of the Committee has justified tip- 
ping, or expressed any sympathy with it, 
so that, in the opinion of every honor- 
able senator, it must be a bad system. 
Why have they not the courage to support 
the amendment, and make an attempt at 
reform? The Minister said that the mil- 
-lennium would have to arrive before 
human nature would be developed to that 
standard, or words to that effect. That is 
a very weak attitude for him to take up 
on behalf of the National Ministry. Have 
-_we not the courage to endeavour to make 
this reform ? 


. It is suggested that we should leave 
this mawer to be dealt with by by-laws. 
It is so dealt with under every other 
Railway Act, and, with the exception 
of Victoria, I do not think that any pro- 
_ gress or advancement has been made. 
If it is good enough to be dealt with in 
5 Sie PET, 4 
_ that way it is good enough to be included 
in this clause, especially when we notic« 
that sub-clause 3 deals with practically 
the same matter, namely, the question of 
- railway servants being paid for outside 
employment. Railway porters and con- 
_ ductors are put on a station or a train to 
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a 
- railway porter. I wanted him to see that 


do certain work. They are put there by — 
their director, not to make any discrim-— 
ination between classes of travellers, but 
to do their allotted duty. Why shoul: — 
they be encouraged to neglect persons who 

are not able to give them tips, and run 
round and dance attendance upon those — 
who can tip? Why should the rich have — 
the privilege of obtaining this almost 
personal attendance at the hands of rail- 
way employees, and those who are not 
able to tip be left, even if they be ladies, 


struggling with children, to battle with 


their own luggage and encumbrances ? 
Senator MaucHan.—Those are the 
worst cases. rete 
Senator FERRICKS.—It hag been sug- 
gested by an honorable senator on the 
other side that a penalty ought to be. pro- 
vided. I do not mention a penalty, be- 
cause I take it that the acceptance of a 
tip will be a breach of the directions or 
commands of the Commissioner, in which 
case he will impose his own penalty. Just 
as in the case of a man who took outside 
work without the Commissioner’s sanc- 
tion, the receiver of a tip would be guilty 
of an offence. In regard to a man who 
gives or offers a tip, provision is made in 
a succeeding amendment for the infliction 
of a fine of £10. 3 
The tipping system has a most 
detrimental effect upon our national 
standing, and it is degrading to our man- 
hood. I cannot agree with Senator Bak- 
hap,. or anybody else, when he says that 
the effect of a man dancing attendance 
on a traveller in the expectation of re- 
ceiving a ti . 
Senator Bakuap.—I did not say any- 
thing about that. Fem 
Senator FERRICKS.—Well, I say it. 
The better instincts of that man’s man- 
hood are being interfered with. It is _ 
bringing up a nation addicted to servility. 
How can we expect to build up a nation if 
we encourage men to dance round others 
in the anticipation of receiving a tip. If 
this question is to be tackled, now is the 
time to make an attempt, before there are 
great numbers .of men-employed on the | 
transcontinental railway. 
an infinitely better chance of effecting a 
reform now than there would be twelve — 


years hence, when a larger number of men 


would be engaged, and the pernicious 
practice would have been established. 
Seeing that there is no one opposed to the 
amendment, I appeal with every confi- — 
dence to honorable senators to support i¥. 


There will be ~ 
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Let us give this roe a trial, and let 
Australia lead the world. If we have not 


succeeded anywhere else, I think we can 


succeed on the Commonwealth Railways. 

Senator REID (Queensland) [5.9].—I 
am in full sympathy with the attempt 
which Senator Ferricks is making to re- 
form the tipping system. Every one here 
has condemned it as a very pernicious sys- 
tem. I think that Senator Russell 
put the matter very well when he said, 
‘We all preach, but very few of us have 
the courage to put our precept into prac- 
tice.” 

Senator Ferricxs.—I have practised it 
for five years. 

Senator REID.—Every one knows the 
dificulty of suppressing the evil. I re- 
cognise that if all members of Parliament 
were to cease to tip it would make very 
little difference to the public, and the 
porters and guards would say, ‘‘ These 
parliamentarians are the meanest lot who 
travel.” I will give just one example of 
the perniciousness of the tipping system. 
I was living in London when the Germans 
came over there as waiters. When they 
got into the hotels and restaurants they 
received very low wages. They were 
_ obnoxious in pushing for tips. Time 

passed, and then the Germans offered 
their services for nothing, and lived on 
the tips they received. It ended in the 
_ men offering premiums to the hotels to be 

engaged to get the tips. 

Senator FrErricxs. — Using German 
Secret Service money. 

Senator REID.—That was quite a com- 
mon thing. It turned out that all the 
best hotels and restaurants were run by 
German waiters, who had each paid a 
premium to get a position. Eventually it 
was disclosed that the German waiters 
were subsidized and belonged to the Ger- 
man spy system. The tipping permitted 
the Germans to get these positions. No 
one can defend the system. I have always 
felt very strongly against it. Personally, 
we all like to be kind to an obliging per- 
son. There is always a desire to re~ 
munerate a man for a kindness shown. 


_ There are grades of employment where 


the great majority are ever looking for 
tips and putting themselves out of the 
way to give a hint to a man if he does not 
offer a tip that on the next occasion he 

travels they will not take notice of him. 
I recognise that it is very difficult to do 
away with the system. The only good 


‘ _ thing: I can see about the amendment is 
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the tipping system is pernicious to the — 
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a 
that it is a declaration by the Bates ae 
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manhood of Australia. It is a public 
claration that the Senate objects to th Le 
degrading system of tipping, and con- — 
siders that every person should get roses 
munerated according to the services he 
renders, My view is that a prohibition — 
against tipping will be obeyed just as g 
much if it is made in the Pill as it would ~ ms 
be if embodied in a by-law. Those who — " 
travel are aware that the tipping system — 5 
is becoming a curse. Some years ago- ae “3 
was not half so prevalent anywhere in — 
Australia as it is to- -day, and in Gucci 
land 1 think 1t is Jess prevalent than it is — : 
in other States. The evil is growing. ~ 
It should be declared in this measure that 
in the view of the Senate it is a- right 
thing for a railway employee to render a ig 
service to a man without looking for a_ a. 
tip. I shall vote for the amendment an 
that ground. | oa 
ae. 


Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) [5. 15]. 
—It may, as a matter of expediency, be — 
desirable to say something about tip- 
ping; but I certainly am going to PLO= <3) 
test against the thing being looked at in 
the light of an offence, and against hear- 
ing the adjective ‘‘ degrading, * ens =a 
forth, applied to the practice. The prin- ~ i, 
ciple of tapping is founded in human e 
nature. It is a desire to pleasantly mark © 
a sense of appreciation of services ren- 
dered, and, while in some countries it is” = 
degenerating into a system of substituted — 
payment for a substantial wage which the 
employees should receive from the em- ee 
ployer, in Australia it does not resemble i 
the practice in the Home country, and 
even there it is not nearly so bad as it is — 
on the Continent of Europe. I know — 
something of the hature of Senator Need- - ee 
ham, and I venture to say that, despite — 
the fact that he stood here and made: a | 
statement about the iniquitous nature ofta 
tipping, he would =be the very first o 
man on a boat or a train to mark 
his sense of some kindness shown to him 
by a steward or a guard. 


Senator NrEepHAM.—Do not make an 
mistake. 


Senator BAKHAP.—No; ve: 
enough about the honorable senator to 
know that I am not making a mistake. 


-Senator Frerrioxs.—Why uehiate a 
guard or a porter pay to him attention — 
which he would not pay to a ae ae 
did not tip him? . 


i 
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Senator BAKHAP.—Why should not 


_ the guard or porter give the attention in 
_  @ friendly spirit, and not in a cold and 


‘aloof fashion? One man may render a 
service in a most kind, enthusiastic 
fashion ; another man may perform a ser- 
vice in a cold, aloof style, and human 
nature being what it is, does not one think 
that a person to whom a service is warmly 
rendered will mark his sense, not of obli- 
gation, but of friendly appreciation ? 

Let Senator Ferricks reflect upon what 


a steward has to do on a vessel or a train. 


which is going over a very long stretch. 
Some persons are subject to train sickness 
as others are to nausea when they go on 
board a ship. I know that at times ser- 
vices of an almost revolting kind have 
to be performed by public servants. I 
would be very sorry indeed to get off a 
train when a service of that kind had been 
rendered to me without marking my sense 
of appreciation of the way in which it 
was performed. I even ventured to _inter- 
ject that the practice of tipping has scrip- 
tural warrant, and as interjections of that 
kind in the cold pages of Hansard some- 
times permit of an unusual construction 


_ being placed upon them, I:shall make my- 


self quite clear. In my salad days, when 
I did read the Scriptures,. I remember 
coming across the parable of the talents. 
One individual was given one talent, and 
he hid it in a napkin, and did nothing 
with it. He thought that he was a most 
praiseworthy individual for having pre- 
served what his master had given him. 
Another individual was given ten talents, 
and he gave them a most profitable run. 
When the master came home, and re- 
quired an account of the manner in which 
his servitors had employed the gifts, he 
was very wrath that the man had done no- 


~~ thing with the one talent but keep it, 
and ordered that it be taken away from 


Bef every innocent action. 1 
a practice that I indulge in to an inordi- 


* nate extent. 


him and given as a tip to the man who 


had successfullv employed the ten talents. - 


I protest against making an offence out 
Tipping is not 


My tips are modest, and so 
long as I like to offer them [ shall find 


»people willing to take them, for that also is 


< 7 
£ 


human nature. I deprecate the statement 


that any one who renders service is neces- 


sarily doing something servile. There isan 
honour and glory in service well rendered, 
and I hope the travelling public appreciate 
the fact that a man is no less a man be- 


eause he is a railway guard. He is a free 


a 
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man serving his country, and rendering, 
in times of peace, just as worthy service 
as a soldier may render in time of war. 
There is nothing derogatory to a man 
in being employed by his country in a 
civil capacity. I do not agree that he is 
servile because he is a public servant, and © 
if he does something for me and I give him 
6d. or ls. he is none the less a man for 
accepting it. He knows I am _ not 
materially impairing my own stock of 
money, and he knows that the small 
amount does not add greatly to his. Do 
mot honorable senators derive more 
pleasure from the small perquisites of their 
seats in Parliament than from the parlia- 
mentary allowance which is given them 
to reimburse their expenses, and which 
is sometimes not sufficient to meet the 
needs of the occasion? Even a 6d. or Is. 
given in a spirit of friendship or recog- 
nition of service well rendered will give 
more pleasure to the recipient than, per- 
haps, a pound which he earns himself. 
I deprecate the tendeney to regard 
tipping, whatever its virtues or demerits, 
as an offence. While I am in the Senate 
I shall raise my voice against the multi- 
plication of offences, or the tendency to 
put upon necessary acts, or acts of a 
neutral character, the complexion of an 
offence against the State and the prin- 
ciples of good government. I believe in 
men being well paid, but, human nature 
being what it is, you may give every 
public servant £5 a day, and then, if you 
are sensible of the fact that he has ren- 
dered ver'y good service, and you offer him a 
tip, he will accept it, knowing that he is 
not being degraded by doing so, but only 
accepting a kindness offered in a friendly 
and fraternal spirit. Without posing as 
the embodiment of the spirit of generosity, 
and without greatly defending the prac- 
tice of tipping, I have no hesitation in 
opposing the amendment. 

Senator FERRICKS (Queensland) 
[5.25].—I should like to learn from Sena- 
tor Bakhap something about the per- 
quisites attached to a seat in Parlia- 
ment. I have had seven years of parlia- 
mentary life, and have not even seen one 
of the things he speaks of. 

Senator Baxnap.—Do not the racing 
clubs send you a ticket sometimes ? 

Senator FERRICKS.—As TI never 
go to a race meeting, that does not 
affect me, and as I do not render the 
racing clubs any service, I do not dance 
attendance on them in the expectation 
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of receiving tickets. My proposal to 
abolish tipping is not a reflection on public 
servants, into which Senator Bakhap en- 
deavours to twist it. We oppose the 
tipping system because we say that men 
who render certain services should be paid 


adequately for them by those who employ 


them, and should not have to depend on 


“gratuities: from the public to bring their 


pay up to a living wage. 
Senator Reip.—It is only to the lower 
paid men that people offer tips. 


Senator FERRICKS.—Senator Reid 
will bear out my statement that a few 
years ago, in the Queensland railway 
service, the inducement was actually held 
out to railway employees to bring their 
pay up to a living wage by tips or other 
methods. Up to a few years ago they were 
not getting a living wage. The pay for 
fully-fledged porters in the Queensland 
railways was only 5s. a day. The evil was 
intensified by the fact that a number of 


lad porters were employed, many of whom, 


including myself, were at that time physi- 
cally better men than they have ever 
been since. They were employed at any- 
thing from 10s. to 25s..a week. How 
were they to live? How was a married 
man to bring up a family on 5s. a day 
if he did not supplement his income by 
tips from the travelling public? He 


would have to pay Senator Bakhap, or- 


any other likely-looking mark, extra at- 
tention. Senator Bakhap, if he went up 
there, would get the ‘‘ milk of human 
kindness ’’ that he. spoke of all round 


_ him, if not upon him, in anticipation of a 


tip. The principle of tipping not having 
been defended, it only remains for honor- 
able senators to put the amendment in the 
Bill, thus making an honest endeavour to 
lead the way in this reform in the control 
of the national railways. If they do, I 
am confident that beneficial results will 
follow. 

Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
(5.29|.—I admire the persistency with 


which Senator Ferricks has fought this 


question for many years, and support him 
in his endeavour to incorporate this pro- 
vision in the Bill. «I do not know that it 
will be much more effective there than in 
a by-law, but one would think, from the 
slack way in which regulations in this re- 
gard are enforced on the State railways, 
that the Railways Commissioners were 


‘sharing in the spoils extracted from the 
public. 


Many people think that, no mat- 
ter what is done, the tipping. system will 


still go on, but if a stiff penalty is im- 
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‘public are more than likely to be ignored. — 


tention given to those who are likely to. ce. 


posed iti will be checked as other abuses _ 


have been. Men employed by public De- — 
partments, shipping companies, hotel- _ 
keepers, caterers, and others ought to be = 
told that their proper source of income is st 
from their employers direct, and not fecaae 28 
the wealthy section of the travelling pub- oa 


lic. The poorer section of the travelling 


under present conditions, and the best at- 


pay best. Although the Minister’s -re-— = 
quest to be allowed to include the amend- — eee 
ment in the by-laws seems reasonable, the ES 
proper thing it to put it in the Bill, and 
follow it up by a substantial penalty pro- te 
vision, which will catch the Bakhaps and =~ 
otiers: who are inclined to violate the law 
in that respect. a 


Question—That the proposed new ge ie 


clause be added to the Bill—put. The “a 
Committee divided. = ee 
Ayes me BL 4, ae os 6 
Noes =. * thet Seite 
Majority a 
AYES. | ote ae 
‘Barker, S. Pratten, H. E. A ee 
Grant, J. Reid, M. ite a 
Maughan, W. J. R. Thomas, J. oe 
Needham, E. .. “Peller? itn 
O’Loghlin, Lt.-Colonel |! Ferricks, M. A. | ae 
) NoEs, - ie a 
Bakhap, T. J. K. Pearce, G. F. si ae 
Bolton, Lt.-Colonel Plains W.4 Fite Te 8) 
Buzacott, R. Rowell, Colonel Pea ap 


Crawford, T. W.. 
Fairbairn, G. 
Henderson, G. 
McDougall, A. 
Millen, E. D. Teller: 

Newland, J. de Largie, H. 
Question so resolved: in the negative. = 
Amendment negatived. 
Clause agreed to. 


Senator PEARCE (Western Austielie 


‘| Russell 8. Tees 
Senior, W. agit: 
Shannon, J. W. - 


~—Minister for Defence) [5.35].—On be- - 


half of the Honorary Minister, I move—_ = 
That the following new clause be added to bee 
the Bill :— aaa 
“47a, The Arbitration (Public Service ee . 

- Act-1911 shall apply to the Railway Ser- 
vice in like manner as it applies to the-— Me 
Public Service of the Commonwealth. ee 


Provided that in its application to the 
Railway Service any reference in- that Act a aie 
- to the Public: Service Commissioner shall 
be read as a reference to the Common- re 
wealth Railways. Commissioner,”’ ae 


The effect will be to bring servants ng 
Commonwealth roilwaye in ine : 


Railways 
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_ other Commonwealth servants, and make 
the Bill accord with the policy expressed 
in the Public Service (Arbitration) Act. 


Senator NEEDHAM (Western Aus- 


(by Senator RussErx) 


at. 


tralia) [5.86]—I am glad to know that 
the new clause is to be inserted, as I un- 
derstand it will give the employees of the 
_ Commonwealth railway the same rights 

- in regard to the Conciliation and Arbitra- 

tion Court as are enjoyed by members of 
other Commonwealth organizations. 

Proposed new clause agreed to. 

Clauses 48 to 50 agreed to. 

e - Clause 51 {Certain salaries not to be 

_ increased by Commissioner without  ap- 

a): 
Amendment 
“agreed to— 
_ - That the following sub- clause be addads awe 
es ef (2) In this section the words “ salar 
_ and “wage” include all allowances other 
se than travelling allowances.” 
‘ Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 52— 
(1) Any person— 
Sy (a) who is at the commencement of this 
== Act or any time thereafter employed 
in the Railway Service; and 
_ (6) who is appointed to a permanent office 
therein; and 
(c) who, prior to his first employment in 
the Railway Service held a perma- 
nent appointment (in this section 
referred to as “prior permanent em- 
ployment ”) in the Public Service of 
the Commonwealth, the Public, Rail- 
way, or other Service of a State, or 
under any authority constituted 
under a State; and 
d) whose employment in the Railway Ser- 
vice has been continuous with his 
_ prior permanent employment. 
shall, subject to this section, be entitled— 

e (i). to have the period of his prior per- 
ere manent employment reckoned as em- 
ployment in the Railway Service for 

the purpose of -computing any 
annual, sick, or long service leave 
under any by- -law; and 
(ii) to receive upon his retirement from 
the Railway Service compensation, 
retiring allowance, or gratuity to 
such amount or at such rate as he 
would have been entitled to receive 
at the time of his first appointment 
to the Railway Service had he at 
as . that time been eligible to retire from 
ook his prior permanent employment as 
having attained the retiring age: 
Meavided that an employee shall not be en- 
titled by reason of his prior permanent employ- 
ment to long-service leave or leave upon retire- 
ment for a longer period than four months. 
fa (2) For the purposes of this section employ- 
e ment in the Railway Service shall not be 


manent employment by reason only that a 


period of not more than three working days | 


elapsed between the termination of the prior 
permanent empYoyment of an employee and the 


commencement of his employment in the Rail- : 


way Service. 


Senator NEEDHAM (Western Aus- 


tralia) [5.41|].—I move— 


That after the word ‘‘ employed ’”’ in para- = 
‘‘in connexion with any 
railway worked by the Commonwealth or ’”’ be 


graph a, the words 


inserted. 

Honorable senators have>been suppled 
with copies of the amendments which I 
desire to move in this clause, and I will 
take the sense of the Committee in regard 
to the first. If this.is carried, other con- 
sequential amendments will have to be 
made. My object is to cover the whole 


of the employees in the Commonwealth 


Railway Service from the time of the sur- 
vey up to the present. In my second- 
reading speech I referred to this clause, 
and expressed a doubt whether those 
officers who had left State employment to 
join the Commonwealth Service were 
really being protected. The clause ap- 
es to have been loosely drafted, though 


do not think there is any evidence “of - 


pea Be on the part of the Government 
or those responsible for the draftsmanship 
of the Bill to overlook, the officers I have 
referred to. I notice that Senator New- 
land has circulated amendments of a 
similar character, and I think the Com- 
mittee will see the advisability of agree- 


‘ing to those I have indicated. 


RUSSELL (Victoria—Hon- 


Senator 


orary Minister) [5.47].—Senator Need- 


ham is endeavouring to accomplish what 
is exactly the object of the Government. 


There is just a little doubt as to whether. 


the intention of the Government has been 
correctly expressed. JI have had an op- 
portunity of discussing the matter with 
tthe honorable senator, and I suggest that 
he adopt the amendments drafted by the 
officers of the Department, 
have the same object in view. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

Amendments (by. Senator RussEL1). 
agreed to— 

That the word “or,” line 3, be left out, 
with a view to insert in lieu thereof the words 
“employed in the construction or working of 
any Commonwealth railway or is at.” 

That the word “therein,” line 6, be left 
out, with a view to insert in lieu thereof the 
words “in the Railway Service.” 

That after the word “employment,” line 7, 
the words “in the construction or working of 
any Commonwealth railway or” be inserted. 


and which 


7 


s 


at 
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Senator NEWLAND Sei Aus- 
tralia) {5.55].—I move— 


That the following new paragraph be added 
to sub-clause 1:—‘ (iii) to have any existing 
or accruing rights to pensions and retiring 
allowances preserved to him on the basis that 
would be permitted by the law of the State 
if the service to the Commonwealth were a 
continuation of his service to the State.” 


Paragraph (ii) sets out that any officer 
transferred from a State railway service 
to the Commonwealth railway ~ service 


shall have his retiring allowance com- 


puted as from the date upon which he 
joing the Commonwealth Service. In 
other words, he will have no accruing 
rights after he enters the Commonwealth 
Service. The provision thus lays down 
a principle which is absolutely alien to 


other Commonwealth Acts so far as they 


relate’ to transferred officers, 


Senator PEarce.—But those Acts deal 
with transferred Departments, and this 
ig not a transferred Department, 


Senator NEWLAND.—I wish to pre- 
serve to men who may be transferred 
from a State railway service to the Com- 
monwealth railway service their existin 
and accruing rights. The principle, I 
repeat, is recognised in quite a number 
of Federal Acts... I know that the posi- 
tion which I desire to create will be a 
somewhat difficult one, for the reason 
that men may join the Commonwealth 
railway service from every State railway 
service in Australia. A man from New 
South Wales would enter the Common- 
wealth Service with certain rights under 


the New South Wales Railways Act, a 


second individual from Western Aus- 
tralia would have specific rights under 


the Western Australian Railways Act, 


whilst a third would have different rights 


under the South Australian Railways_ 
“Act. 


Senator Prarcrt. — But there is an- 


other class altogether, consisting of men 


who were not in a State railway service. 

Senator -NEWLAND.—Their rights 
will commence under the Bill which we 
are now considering. I know that men 
have left the Victorian and South Aus- 
tralian railway services to join the Com- 
monwealth on the distinct promise that 


their existing rights would be preserved ° 


to them. Otherwise they would not have 

entered the Commonwealth Service. 
Senator Russreitu: — The honorable 

senator says that a distinct understand- 


Bill. et 
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ing was made with those. men, and we Bac 
deny that statement absolutely. The 
honorable senator ought to give us some __ 


-evidence in support of his declaration. 


Senator NEWLAND.—My evidence is 
the statement of the nien themselves. But 
if the Government deprive these em- 
ployees of rights which they had under ~ 
State law simply because they were not 
promised that those rights would be pre- 
served to them, they will be guilty Obee Pe 
conduct which is highly reprehensible. I _ 
am quite confident that this Chamber 
will never indorse their action. At the — 
time of their transfer the men were quite — 
satisfied that they would suffer no disa- 
bility as the result of joing the Com- 
monwealth Service. The only objection 
which can be urged to my amendment is 
that it will create conflicting interests for — an 
a few years, when these men will have to — 
retire. The Commonwealth Government’ — 
will have had the benefit of the experi- 
ence of these men in setting the railways — 
of the Commonwealth going, and all I ~ 
ask is that they should not be called upon 
to suffer because they transferred from 
the service of the State to that of the 
Commonwealth. It is absurd for the — 
Honorary Minister to ask me to produce _ 
evidence that a promise that they would 
not suffer was made, because the men muse 
have come from the State Service to that 
of the Commonwealth on a clear under- | 
standing that their transfer would not 
mean that they would be placed in a — 
worse position than they were in under — 
a State Government. I submit the 
amendment in order that it may be made 
clear. that men transferred from State 
railway systems to that of the Com- 
monwealth, shall have preserved to them ~ ; 
their existing and accruing rights, just ~ 
as those rights have been preserved tora 
men transferring to other Departments Pe 
of the Commonwealth from service under | 
a State Government. ; # a 

Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Honor- _ Rai 
ary Minister) [6.7].—I am afraid that ‘es 
there is some misunderstanding on the te 
part of honorable senators as to the pur- — 
pose of the amendment. It is a mistake © * 
to confuse transfers from State to Com- — 
monwealth control in case of the Customs _ 
and Post and Telegraph Departments 
with transfers from State railway sys-_ : 
tems to the railways to be conducted — 
under this Bill. In the case ie the Cus: i 


* 


; the State to ownership by the Common- 
wealth. 
Senator Newianp.—That applies also 
_ to the Port Darwin and Port Augusta 
to Oodnadatta railways. 
Senator RUSSELL.—The officers of 
_ the Customs and Post and Telegraph De- 
' partments had all their rights preserved, 
- because they were transferred with those 
Departments to the control of the Com- 
- monwealth Government. This, Bill will 
B cow with men who have undertaken to 
work at construction and in the running 
of the Commonwealth railways without 
any inducement being offered to them to 
i do so. Their transfer to the Common- 
wealth Service has been purely volun- 
tary, and made without a promise of any 
kind. Some persons may contend that 
< promises were made, but I am advised 
_ that there is no record of any promise 
having been made by a Commonwealth 
- Minister or a responsible officer of the 
_ Railway Department. In the different 
_ States there are six varying sets of con- 
_ ditions of service in the Railway Depart- 
~ ments, and varying rights conferred upon 
_ employees of those Departments. We 
shall, no doubt, be getting men from 
_ each of the different States, and it is very 
_ desirable that they should all start in the 
- Commonwealth Service on a uniform 
basis. The Bill provides that all existing 
_ rights up to the date of their leaving the 
service of a State for that of the Com- 
monwealth shall be recognised. But 
once they enter. the Commonwealth Ser- 
vice the conditions under which they 
~ serve will be those applying to all rail- 
way employees of the Commonwealth. T 
_ would like to remind Senator Newland 
_ that one effect of his amendment, if ac- 
_ cepted, would be to handicap men in the 
~ State Railway Services desiring to trans- 
fer to the Commonwealth. If he were 
Minister for Works and Railways in the 
_ Commonwealth Government, and he had 
_ the choice of accepting the service of a 
- man who had no accruing rights, and 
that of a man who had accruing rights 
under a State Department, he would pre- 
fer to take the first man. We are deal- 
ing here with a new Department. 
Senator Newnanp.—What about the 
_ Northern Territory railway? | 
Senator Prarce.—That was a railway 
_ taken over by the Commonwealth. 
Senator Gururir.—But the Bill will 
_ apply to all Commonwealth railways. 


o* in 


of the Departments from ownership by the 
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Senator Newnianp.—There are some 
permanent men on the Port Darwin line | 


who will be brought under this Bill. | 
serve to them all rights existing at the 
time they joined the Commonwealth Ser- 
vice. 


existing business; why should he be asked 
to continue to him the rights whieh the 
employee enjoyed under somebody else ? 

Senator GuTurir.—We are not dealing 
with somebody else in this case. We are 
dealing with the people of Australia all 
the time. . 

Senator RUSSELL.—I remind honor- 
able’ senators that the rights and privi- 
leges conferred upon employees under 
this Bill may be even superior to those 
which would have been enjoyed by trans- 
ferred men if they had continued in the 
service of a State. The purpose of this 
Bill is to make the rights of all the Com- 
monwealth railway employees uniform. A 
man possessing special rights in the ser- 
vice of a State may be trusted to recognise 
what he is doing when he makes an appli- 
cation to enter the service of the Common- 
wealth. 

Senator Newianp.—Applications were 
called three years ago for men for the 
Commonwealth railways. 

Senator RUSSELL.—But they were 
guaranteed no special privleges. Scores of 
men have transferred from the State Rail- 
way Services to the Commonwealth, but no 
inducement was held out to them to do so. 
I hope and believe that the conditions of 
employment on the Commonwealth rail- 
ways will be much better than those of 
the State railways, but we must have uni- 
form conditions for each class of em- 
ployees. 
that. officers of the different State Services 


eagerly transfer to the Commonwealth 


Service when the opportunity offers, be- 
cause they feel that the Commonwealth 
Government is more generous to its em- 
ployees than are the State Governments. 
I ask honorable senators to permit the 
clause to remain as it stands. 

Senator NEEDHAM (Western Austra- 
lia) [6.10].—I find that Senator Newland’ 
and myself are working on similar lines. 
The arguments of the Honorary Minister 
have entirely missed the mark. He has 
been speaking of the prospective effect of 
the clause and not of its retrospective 
effect. The very marginal note of the 
clause shows that it deals with the rights 


I believe I am correct in saying 


1 ay 
wt 


Senator RUSSELL.—The Bill will pre- 


If a man, starting a new business 
in a district, engages an employee of an 


— 
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of employees previously employed by the 
Commonwealth or a State. The arguments 
of the Minister were directed to the case 
of men who will enter the service of the 
Commonwealth Railway Department after 
this Bill becomes an Act- The object of 
Senator Newland’s amendment, and of 
that which I have withdrawn temporarily, 
is to secure to men previously in the 
employment of the Commonwealth or of 
a State that upon their transfer to the 
Commonwealth Railway Department 
their rights, so far as continuity of em- 
ployment’ is concerned, shall be pre- 
served to them. Senator Newland is pro- 
posing on exactly the same lines that 
rights to sick allowances and retiring al- 
lowances shall be preserved to men we 
take over from other services. I believe 
that men will gladly prefer to enter 
the service of the Commonwealth rather 
than that of a State, believing it to be a 
more generous service, but those aré not 
the men about whom Senator Newland is 
concerned. He is trying to secure +’ 

rights of men at present in the Common- 
wealth Railway Service, who have been 
transferred from other Commonwealth 
Departments or from State Departments. 
Senator Pearce interjected that a man 
might have no existing or accruing rights. 
and it is quite possible that men will join 
the Commonwealth Railway Service who 
had no previously existing rights. But if 


a man joins the Commonwealth Railway © 


Service who had rights under the Com- 
monwealth or under the State, Ministers 
should be prepared to see that his rights 
-are preserved to him. 

Senator Russett.—What 
rights. and who are the men? 

Senator NEEDHAM —TI could uo! 
give the Minister actual details, but he 
knows that there are men at present in 
the Commenwealth Railway Service who 
were previously employed in the Public 
Service of the State or in a Railway De- 
partment of a State, and who were there 
entitled to certain sick allowances and re- 
tiring allowances. I mentioned, when in- 


are 


dicating the nature of the amendment I 


propose to move, that men had been taken 
from the State Railway Services 


Senator RussELL.—No-man was taken 


from the State Railway Service. 


Senator NrEwLanp.—The stationmaster © 


at Port Darwin was taken. over b~ the 
‘Commonwealth. 

Senator NEEDHAM. Will the Hon- 
orary Minister tell me that there is no 


th o 


and so is Senator Newland. We are en- 


‘them under both Bills at once. The point — 


man in the employ of the Commonwealth 3 
Railway Department now who was taken 
from a State Railway Service? a 
Senator Russetu.—I say that tee = i 
men will be permanent men for the first — 
time under this Bill. Every man on the nee 
Port Darwin line when it was taken over 
was a temporary hand under the South — 
Australian Government, and those men 
will be given permanent positions for the 
first time under this Bill. ae 
Senator Sznior.—It is not so with re-~ ve 
spect to the men on the Port Augusta to” 
Oodnadatta. line, | 2 
Senator NEEDHAM.—I ask the Min- 
ister whether there. are not men to-day in = 
the Commonwealth Railway Service who, 
prior to their joining that service, were a 
permanent, employees of a State Railway, i, 
Service ? oe =: 
Senator RussrLtt.—None was taken — a 
over. They left the State Service, and se 
came to the Commonwealth. | ou 
Senator NewLanp.—Because certain in- 
ducements were held out to them to do so. 
Senator NEEDHAM.—That isso. Ido 
not wish to be misunderstood. I am re- 
ferring to permanent employees on our 
railways who left State Services. to” join. oe 
the Commonwealth Service. es 
Senator RusseLu.—But it mncogn a 
all his State rights up to the time he — 
comes into the Commonwealth Service, — 
when he starts under a new system, 


a 
ea 

; 
as 


Senator NEEDHAM. —That is fuaee 
point at which we join issue. When a 
man retires from the Cominonwenlenes 


Service at the age of sixty or sixty-five 
‘hee no matter how good his conduct = 
may have been, he will get only that 
allowance which he was entitled to at the — af 
time he left the State Service. — ee 
Senator RusseLtt.—That is so; but ¥ 
why do you assume that our conditions ast 
are going to be less generous than the 
State conditions? aS 
Senator NEEDHAM.—It is hee ins 
black and white, so that I have no oc- ~ 
casion to assume anything. J am pro- — 
testing against the wording of this clause, 


deavouring to amend the clause to pre. 
vent any assumption or presumption, and © 
to put an end to protesting. Se 

Senator RusseLtt.—You cannot put S. 


is: ‘‘ Where do you finish with the State 
and begin with the Commonwealth?” 

Senator NEEDHAM.—The ‘Minister 
has not atempees de: Mae them in two 


y 5 
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Bills at once, but he has put them holus 
bolus under this measure without regard 
- to anything else. I realize the difficulty 
_ which arises out of the differing conditions 
_ obtaining in the various States, but surely 
that is no bar to our doing the right 
thing. It is a monstrous idea that a man 
who got £150 a year in a State Service, 
and is retiring from the Commonwealth 
Service at a salary of £700, should only 
get the pension or retiring allowance which 
would have been payable to him had he 
retired when he was only receiving a 
_ salary of £150. - Senator Newland and 
myself are aiming at the same object, and 
I hope the Committee will accept the 
amendment. 
a ~ Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Hon- 
-orary Minister) [6.22].—There seems to 
be a misunderstanding that in some way 
we are going to take .a privilege from 
_ those who have been State officers. But 
that is not so. Up to the day when they 
leave the State Service they will be en- 
titled to every privilege and right which 
a existed under the State law up to that 
~ «date. 
Senator Nerpyam.—That is the point. 
Senator RUSSELL.—These men are 
not transferred to the Commonwealth. 
They leave the State Service, and then 
make an application to enter the new Ser- 
- vice, which, probably, will be more gene- 
-rous as regards conditions than was the 
old Service. They will get every con- 
“dition laid down in the Commonwealth 
Act; but we cannot have the two systems 
side by side. The object of this amend- 
ment is to continue to a man the rights 
he enjoyed as a State officer up to the day 
he leaves the Commonwealth Service. 
_ Suppose that we needed seven station- 
- masters, that we appointed one station- 
- master from each State, and that the 
seventh stationmaster was a new man. 
We would have one stationmaster under 
the Queensland system, one stationmaster 
under the South Australian system, one 
- stationmaster under the Victorian system, 
and so on. There would be only one 
stationmaster to whom the Common- 
-.._wealth Railways Act would apply. What 
~~ sort of a system would we have in that 
— gase? All that we say to a State man 
in this clause is that every privilege and 
right which he enjoyed up to the date 
of his leaving the State Service 
_~ shall count in his favour; but that 
- there is only one basis on _ which 


et ee 


4 


_ 
eo) 
‘Fee 


| Se 


>. 
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he can enter the Commonwealth Service, 
and that is the basis of the Common- 
wealth Railways Act. TI believe that 98 
per cent. of the State civil servants to- — 


day would be glad to get a transfer to 


the Commonwealth Service ati any time, 


because of the broader lines on which it — 


is conducted, and the better conditions — 
which obtain. Seeing that: State railway 
men under this measure will lose no privi- 
leges they had, are we to say that for all 
time the State law shall dominate the 
Commonwealth law? Some of the men 
with rights may be middle-aged men. 
When are we going to start to get a uni- 
form law if we do not avail ourselves of 
the opportunity, when a new service is 
being started, to establish new conditions - 
which will not injure State men, but pre- 
serve and improve upon their previous 
conditions. 

Senator NEWLAND (South Australia) 
[6.25].—There is very little in the Min- 
ister’s argument. Every State Depart-— 
ment practically has men working under 
more than one set of conditions at present. 
From time to time laws and regulations 
have been passed to curtail or extend the 
privileges of employees. We have in 
the Statie Service men who are entitled to 
pensions. The older members of the staff, 
for instance, have this right. A few 
years after those men entered the State 
Service the pension right was abolished, 
and therefore those who joined subse- 
quently are not entitled to a pension. 
There is no difficulty in the way of mak- 
ing this amendment. I am not asking 
that the Commonwealth Railways should 
be run under the State laws, but I am 
asking that the Commonwealth shall ob- 
serve a compact made with the men whom 
it has taken over. Under the Constitu- 
tion Act, these men are entitled to the 
privilege for which I am asking. 

Senator RussELL.—You cannot have it 
either way. First, we say that there is no 
compact with anybody, but if there is a 
compact it will be recognised in full. 

Senator NEWLAND.—I am asking 
that the compact shall be recognised here, 

Senator Russetu.—It will be recog- | 
nised. 

Senator NEWLAND.—I am not in a 
position to say what compact was made, 
but I know that conferences were held 
between railway men in South Australia. 


It was practically decided that the 
whole of the staff at Quorn and 
the railway should be taken over, 


but because a satisfactory arrangement 
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say that a promise was given. 
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“could not be made with the Com- . 


monwealth Department, the matter was 
hung up. That course was taken because 
the men could not get a definite assur- 
ance from the Commonwealth that their 
accruing rights would be secured to them. 
Section 84 of the Constitution Act pro- 
vides for the transfer of a State Depart- 
ment, but the last provision in the sec- 
tion reads— 

Any officer who is, at the establishment of 
the Commonwealth, in the Public Service of a 
State, and who is, by consent of the Governor 
of the State, with the advice of the. Executive 
Council thereof, transferred to the Public Ser- 
vice of the Commonwealth, shall have the same 
rights as if he had been an officer of a Depart- 


'. ment transferred to the Commonwealth and 


were retained in the service of the Common- 
~ wealth. 


_ The Minister says that it is not the case 
of a transferred Department. I am point-- 


ing out that the Constitution itself pro- 
vides for the transfer of a Department, 
and also for the transfer of an officer, so 
that the argument is clearly not so strong 
as he would have the Committee believe. 
Senator Miituen.—This is the case of a 
man resigning from the State Service to 
enter the Commonwealth Service. 

Senator NEWLAND.—The Common- 
wealth has taken over the-men on a defi- 
nite understanding. I am not going to 

I know 
that it is in the mind of several railway 
men that they were promised certain 
things. 

Senator RussEtut.—The only permanent 
men we have are engaged on the railway 
from Oodnadatta to Port Augusta. It 
is not proposed to transfer those men, but 

should they be transferred subsequently, 
they will be dealt with with all their 
rights existing. 

Senator Gururr.—You are going to 
ehuck them over? 


Senator Russet. — South Australia 


eat Sepia: Si Dae eee 


- porary employment. 


runs the line with a State staff. 
Senator NEWLAND.—These men are 
not interested in this Bill. I am not 
quite sure, but I understand that certain 
men with rights, from South Australia, 
have been taken over by the Common- 


_ wealth. They are, it is true, on the tem- 


porary staff, the same as the rest of the 
Commonwealth employees. But they are 
looking for something better than tem- 
They are no more 
“permanent employees than are other 
members of the staff. 

Senator THomas.— Were they perma- 


nent men with South Australia? — 
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. Act states— 


Senator NEWLAND.—Yes. St ae 
Senator THomas.—Can they go back to 
the South Australian staff ? ore eae 
Senator NEWLAND.—They may, or 
they may not. Section 60 of the Com- hed 


pte 
re 
he 


monwealth Public Service Act contains 
this provision— -~ ve 
° ° . . . . . « “ es, 
‘(b) Where any officer in the Public, Rails) \ an 
way, or other Service of a State is 
transferred to the Public Service of 

the Commonwealth, every officer so 
transferred, . es 

shall preserve all his existing and accruing 
rights, and shall be entitled to retire from office — 
at the time, and on the pension or retiring 
allowance which would be permitted by the ie 
law of the State from which he was trans- 
ferred if his service with the Commonwealth 
were a continuation of his service with such 
State, ge aes, 


Senator Russetu.—There is .not one _ 
single transfer. | Every man who has 
come into the Commonwealth Service de- — 
finitely severed his connexion with the 
State Service by resigning. That point  — 
does not arise. : aa 

Senator NEWLAND.—The men who 
are affected would not appear to be so, 
from the instructions I have received on 
this very point. Ata ae 


Sitting suspended from 6.30 to 8 p.m. : 


Senator NEWLAND.—I was pointing _ 
outi that the Public Service Act provides 
for the matter with which we are now 
dealing, namely, that) individual trans- 
ferred officers should be dealt) with in the 
same manner as if the Department in ~ 
which they had been serving had been — 
transferred to the Commonwealth. I 
further pointed out that the Northern ~— 
Territory Acceptance Act contains the 
same provision. I believe that, in the 3 
Northern Railway Service, there are some 
officers who would be affected unless pro- 
vision such as I have indicated is included 
in this Bill. Some of those officers were 
transferred from the South Australian ~ 
Railway Department when the railway — 
was taken over, and they are now looking 
to the Federal Parliament to protect their 
interests in this new Railway Bill as they a 
were protected under the Northern Terri- 
tory Acceptance Act. Section 12 of that 


(1) Every officer who is, under this Act, iar: 
transferred to the Public Service of the Com- — 
monwealth, shall preserve all his existing and — 
accruing rights as if his service with the Com- — 
monwealth were a continuation of his. Rel eae  Ss 
with the State. BSL SRG os SO A ee 
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(2) The provisions of section 84 of the Con- 
atitution shall be deemed to apply to every 
such officer as if he were an officer of a trans- 
ferred Department, and were retained in the 


' gervice of the Commonwealth.- 


‘similar to the one I have quoted. 


I regret now that, instead of moving the 
amendment in the form I adopted, I did 
not move for the inclusion of a provision 
I am 
confident, however, that my amendment 
will have precisely the same effect as if I 
had done so. The men affected have every 
right to expect that their interests shall 
be protected, and that their services shall 
be regarded as continuous. 3 


Senator Prarce.—If we had appointed 


an officer, not; a South Australian, from 
the State Public Service to the Common- 


4 


had been appointed by the South Austra- 


wealth Service, would you take him over 


with all his accruing rights ? 


Senator NEWLAND.—I 
would, ; 
Senator Mitten.—Then you would not 
appoint him. 
Senator 


certainly 


x 


NEWLAND.—Perhaps not, 


but I point out that; expert railway men 
are not made in a day. 


Senator Prarce.—I -am not talking 
about railway officers, but other officers. 

Senator NEWLAND.—This Bill also 
provides that individual officers shall be 
treated as if they had been taken over 
with the Department. The men to whom 
I allude were in the service of the South 
Australian, Government at the time. 
There were no other officers in the 
Northern Territory then except those who 


lian Government, and their rights were 
preserved under the Acceptance Act. So 


far back as 1911, when the debate took 


way Department would be created ulti- 


place on the Port Augusta-Kalgoorle 
railway, the then Prime Minister of the 
Commonwealth said that doubtless a Rail- 


mately to take over the Commonwealth 


railways, and that when this was done 
appointments of a permanent character 
would be made, but that this could not be 


_. done until the railways were taken over 


by Act of Parliament. The then Prime 
Minister indicated tio all who were anxious 


_ to obtain employment under the Common- 


ae 


Se Ay 
Mie 
a 


oe ; 
ras 


+..wealth that service in a State would be 


considered as service in the Common- 


wealth. 


Senator RusseLu.—What are you quot- 
ing from? ; 

Senator NEWLAND.—From a debate 
on the Port’ Augusta-Kalgoorlie railway, 


in 1911, Hansard, page 1053. In that. 
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debate it was suggested that the Com-. 


monwealth would establish a permanent 


railway” staff, and Mr. Fisher intimated 
that’ existing rights of officers taken 


over would be preserved. Had these ap- ty 


pointments been made under the Public — 
Service Act there would have been no 
question as to the rights of individuals 


being preserved, and we should not allow 
any invidious distinctions to be made be- 
tween officers appointed under this Bill 
and officers appointed under previous 
Acts, because this would be manifestly 
unfair. . It is within the recollection of 
honorable senators that when the Pest 
Office was taken over certain promises 
were made to officiats, but, unfortunately, 
those promises were not observed, and, at 
the present time, there is a great deal of 
dissatisfaction amongst the older officials. 
Senator THomas.—Where ? 


Senator NEWLAND.—In South Aus- 
tralia. The honorable senator knows per- 


fectly that, when he was Minister, he had 


a good deal of trouble with postal officials’ 
of South Australia about inequality and 
injustice, and, unfortunately, the cause of 


that difficulty has not been removed. 


Senator GuTHrin.—It was. due to a 
legal technicality. 

Senator NEWLAND.—Yes; advantage 
was taken of a legal technicality, and the 
difficulty has never been removed. 

Senator Tromas.—The Postal Com- 
mission went into the matter, and decided 
hat the officials had no claim, either 
moral or legal. | 

Senater NEWLAND.—The officials in 
South Australia, at all events, were quite 
satisfied as to their claims. 

Senator THomas.—There were only six 
of them. 


Senator NEWLAND .—No; there were 
scores, but the six referred to made more 
noise than the others. However, the 
association took up the matter, and, on 
several oceasions, sent representatives to 
Melbourne to have matters put right. I 
do not want an anomaly of this kind to 
be created under this Bill. It is a simple 


A 


ae 


matter to put right, and it should be | 


attended to now. As I have already said, 


it takes many years to train men in some — 


branches of the Railway Service, and I 
want the Commonwealth to be in a posi- 
tion to approach men and give them an 
assurance that they will suffer nothing 
by coming over from any State Service to 
the employment of the Commonwealth. 


he 
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Senator RusseLt.—Were you quoting 
from page 1053 of Hansgrd of 1911? 

Senator NEWLAND.—Yes. — 

Senator Russetu.—I have Hansard by 
me, and there is nothing of the sort you 
quote, 

Senator NEWLAND.—The opinion I 
formed from reading the speech was that 
the Prime Minister; Mr. Andrew Fisher, 
said that. when the east-west railway was 
constructed a Railway Department would 
be created to manageit. Hefurther said 
that appointments of a permanent charac- 
ter would then be made by the Public 
Service Commissioner or some other 
authority. 

Senator RusseLL.—The speech is very 
short, and I will put it on record shortly. 

Senator NEWLAND.—At all events, 
there are the facts, and iI hope the Com- 
mittee will see that State servants who 
have entered Commonwealth employment 
are not penalized. 

Senator THOMAS (New South Wales) 
{8.15].—I confess I cannot follow Sena- 
tor Newland’s line of argument. As I 
understand him, he desires that State 
officials brought over to the Commonwealth 
should bring with them all their accruing 
rights under State legislation, and, in 
order to add force to his argument, he 
falls back upon the Constitution, which 
practically provides that every official 
taken over shall have his existing and 
accruing rights preserved. 

Senator Prarce.—Every official taken 
over in transferred Departments. 

Senator THOMAS.—Yes. There is a 
great deal of justice about that contention, 
because the persons concerned had _ to 
come over to Commonwealth employ- 
ment whether they cared to or not. 


The officers of transferred Departments . 


had no choice but to accept service under 
the Commonwealth. In the present in- 
stance, however, the conditions are quite 
different. We know that in South Aus- 
tralia there are a number of permanent 
officials who are engaged upon a portion 
of the east-west railway. Immediately 
we take over that line, every person em- 
ployed upon the section of which I am 
speaking will have a right to ask 
the South Australian Government to con- 
tinue him in its service. We can only 
ask these State railway employees to enter 
the Federal Railway Service. They will 
have to consider whether it will pay them 
to sever their connexion with.a State 
Railway Service and to enter that of the 


[SENATE.] 


Commonwealth. The illustration used by 
Senator Newland when he dragged in the — 
claims of half-a-dozen postmasters inc 
South Australia, confirmed me in my 
opposition to his ‘proposal. ¢ 
Senator SeEnior.—If the 
senator were to go through the Common- 


wealth Service, he would find general dis- Z 


satisfaction. 


Senator THOMAS.—Why, the postal 
officials of South Australia benefited most 
materially by their transfer to the Com-_ 
The Postal Commission in- — 
vestigated that matter very thoroughly, — 
and its members were quite satisfied that — 


monwealth. 


honerabie : 


the postal officials who chiefly benefited 


from Federation were those of South Aus- — 
One of the accru- | 
ing rights which the postmasters of South — 


tralia and Tasmania. 


Australia desired to bring over with them 


to the Commonwealth was the right to be 


paid a certain commission on the sale of 
postage stamps. I repeat that in the 


present instance it will be quite optional — 
with State railway employees to enter the — 


Commonwealth Service or to decline to do 
SO. The Assistant Minister has stated 
that those who do enter the Common- 


wealth Railway Service will have all their 
rights up to the date of their entrance 


preserved to them. I should like to know 


whether, in the case of an official who is 
entitled under State law to a pension, the — 


Commonwealth will have to Ree that 


pension ? Oak 
Senator RusseLL.—yYes. sta 
Senator THOMAS.—Then this ‘Bill : 
actually goes farther than does the Con- ae, 
stitution. 
Senator Nrwrianp.— The Common- 


wealth can recover from the State con- 


cerned its proportion of the pension. 


Senator RusseLt.—But the States do 


not always pay up their proportions. 


Senator THOMAS.—During my Min- Bie 


isterial experience I never knew of a 


State Government repudiating its lia- ae 


bility. 


Senator Russrrz.—The State Cioran ae 


ments have done so in several instances. 


Senator THOMAS.—If the amend- = ‘ 


ment be carried, provision should be 

made for these pensions to be paid by the 
States. | 

Senator. Russern.—The Ociiunenonene 
will pay them, and the Conman eee 
will make what arrangement it may — 
choose with the States for the payne of 
their digo of them. 


$ 
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os Senator THOMAS.—I can quite con- 
 eeive of circumstances in which a State 
_ railway employee might desire to enter 
the Commonwealth Service, but in which 
his accruing rights would prove a bar to 
his doing so. 
Senator NEEDHAM (Western Aus- 
tralia) [8.27].—The real issue before the 
Committee is, I fear, being somewhat 
-- clouded. The remarks 

Thomas show conclusively that he is 
_ thinking chiefly of men who may come 
_ over from a State Railway Service to the 

Commonwealth Railway Service. The 
: amendment of Senator Newland has no- 
__ thing whatever to do with that class of 

employee. Its primary object is to pro- 

tect employees who are already in the 
~ Commonwealth Railway Service, and 

_-who, before joining it, had to relinquish 

- positions in a State Railway Service or 
- in the Public Service of a State. 
ee Senator Rrem.—I thought it embraced 
both: classes. 

_ Senator NEEDHAM. —That i is not the 
Riniention of the amendment, There are 
ES ‘men in the Commonwealth Railway Ser- 
e 
: 


_ vice who quitted the Railway Service of 
a State, but who were not transferred. 
That being so, it is idle to quote the 
Constitution in respect of transferred De- 

We 


_ partments or transferred officers. 


- merely desire to protect those men who’ 


i have left a State Railway Service to 
enter the Commonwealth Railway Ser- 
vice. 
; Senator Russrety.—Give me one in- 
stance of an individual who will be in- 
~ jured by the Bill. Take the matter of 
4 _leave. If a man has fifteen years of State 
service to his credit, after he has spent 
_ five years in the Federal Service he will 
be entitled to his long furlough on full 


pay. 
Senator NEEDHAM.—He will not; 
and he will not receive the retiring allow- 
ance to which he would have keen en- 
- titled had he remained i in the State Ser- 

vice. 
Senator Russerzt.—He will get all the 
a privilege to which he was pee ay to 


he ok weal as 


- Fee 


se Prarce.—If the honorable 
senator will look at sub-clause 1 of clause 
52, he will see that that has been provided 


of Senator . 


Senator NEEDHAM.—The paragraph 
to which Senator Pearce directs my atten- . 
tion reads as follows :— 

To have the period of his prior permanent 
employment reckoned as employment in the 
railway service for the purpose of computing 
any annual, sick, or long-service leave under 
any by-law 
But if Senator Pearce will look at para- 
graph ii. with his two eyes, he will find 
that it contradicts the paragraph I have 
quoted. 

Senator Prarcr.—No; it deats with a 
different matter. It deals with retiring 
allowance, and not with leave. The hon- 
orable senator was discussing the question 
of leave. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—I was discuss- 
ing the question of leave at that particu- 
lar moment, but Senator Newland and I, 
by our amendments, desire to cover what 
is contained in both these paragraphs. 
Paragraph ii. reads— 

To receive, upon his retirement from the 
railway service, compensation, retiring allow- 
ance, or gratuity to such amount, or at such 
rate as he would have been entitled to receive 
at the time of his first appointment to the 
Railway Service, had he at that time heen 
eligible to retire from his prior permanent em- 
ployment as having attained the retiring age. 
The point is that under this paragraph 
the retiring allowance will be reckoned 
only upon the period of service in a State 
Department prior to entering the service 
of the Commonwealth railways. 

Senator Russerz.—Can the honorable 
senator mention one man who has been 
transferred with a retiring allowance? 

Senator NEEDHAM.—I am _ not 
speaking of men who have been trans- 
ferred, but of men who voluntarily left 
the service of the State to enter the ser- 
vice of the Commonwealth. 

Senator Russerut.~—Does the honorable 
senator know of one who was entitled fo 
a retiring allowance in the service of a 
State? 

Senator NEEDHAM.—I cannot give 
the name of any man. 

Senator Russrrz.—If there were such 
a case, the right would have been adjusted 
on the man leaving the service of the 
State. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—I know that 
there are to-day men in the Common- 
wealth Railway Service who, had they re- 
mained in the service of a State, would 
have received a better deal than they will 
get under this Bill. 
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Senator Russrtzt.—In what respect? 

Senator NEKEDHAM.—Take the case 
of a man who, when he left the service 
of a State, was getting £150 a year. 
Under this Bill his retiring allowance is 
based upon that salary of £150, though 
he may not retire from the. Common- 
wealth Service until he is sixty-five years 
of age, and after being many years in the 
service of the Commonwealth. My ob- 
jection is that in the matiter of retiring 
allowance ithere is no recognition of the 
period served in the Commonwealth Ser- 
vice. 

Senator Russery.—That is to say that 
the allowance will not accrue upon his 
Commonwealth service ? 

Senator NEEDHAM.—Yes, What we 
are after is that there should be some re- 
cognition of the period served in Com- 
monwealth employment. 


Senator Prarcre.—Does the honorable 


senator not see that if that were agreed 
to we should have one set of men in the 
Commonwealth Railway Service entitled 
to a retiring allowance and another set 
not entitled to such an allowance? 

Senator NEEDHAM. — That . might 
apply to men who might enter the Com- 
monwealth Service after this Bill becomes 
an Act. 


Senator Prarce.-—It will apply to some. 


who are in the service now. 


Senator NEEDHAM.—It may apply 


to a very few; but that should be an easy 
matter for the Railway Department to 
deal with. The differentiation would be 
very small. I am prepared to admit that, 
once this Bill becomes an Act, any man 
thereafter entering the Commonwealth 
Railway Service will do so with his eyes 
open. He will have this Act, and the 
by-laws under it, before him, and will 
know the conditions of Commonwealth 
employment. But I am speaking on be- 
half of men who have been in the service 
of the Commonwealth from the time of 
the survey of the Kalgoorlie to Port 
Augusta railway up to the time it be 
comes a permanently running line. These 
men could not know what provisions 
would be contained in this Bill. I hope 
that. in any future -discussion of the 
amendment honorable senators will lose 
sight of men who may join the Common- 
wealth Railway Service after this Bill be- 
comes law, and will deal with the men 
who are already in that Service, and see 
that their rights are preserved to them. 
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Bill. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Honor- 
ary Minister) [8.36].—It seems to me 
that some honorable senators still fail to 
clearly understand the clause. 
nexion with leave and other matters re- 


_ ferred to, service in a State Railway De- 
consideration. 


partment is taken into 


In econ- 


‘he honorable senator suggested that we 


should read paragraph 1i.’with two eyes, 


and that paragraph says distinctly what 
is to be done in the case of a man who — 
had a pension right or a right to a re- 


tiring allowance in the service of a State. 
Say, for instance, that it would take fif- 


teen years for him to acquire that right, — 
and at the end of seven years he leaves — 


the service of the State for the Common- — 


wealth Railway Service. He may be get- 


ting £200 a year when he enters the 


Commonwealth Service, and £300 at the 
end of the fifteen-years’ term, but his pen- 
sion right is based on his service in the 
State, and does not go on accruing dur- 
ing his service m the Commonwealth. 


The reason for this is that in the Com-. 


monwealth Railway Service he would be 
under some other compensation system 


applicable to all of the employees in that. 
If the intention of honorable 


Service. 
senators, supporting the amendment is to 


initiate a Commonwealth pension system, — 


mie tem eye 
ee ee ee ee 


let us be honest about the matter, and y 


make it of general application to the 


whole of the public servants of the Com- cr 


monwealth. 


Senator Granr.—Including the navvies | 
on the Kalgoorlie to Port Augusta rail- — 


way? 
Senator RUSSELL.—Yes, 


with a privileged few. If honorable sena- 


tors desire a pension system for all Com- — 
monwealth employees, I am disposed to — 
help them; but we should not do the work 
It has been — 
said that some promise was made to men — 
entering the Commonwealth Railway Ser- — 
vice; but, on the authority of those who — 
have had charge of the Department, and — 
have looked up all the records, I say that 
there was no definite promise made by — 
any one to any of these men, and no one ~ 
can produce such a promise. I exonerate 


in this piece-meal fashion. 


I should — 
not ask a man what his occupation was. — 
We should not- start a pension system — 


yy 


Senator Newland from any thought of 
deliberate misrepresentation, but he has — 


evidently been supplied with notes of — 
speeches made by Mr. Fisher, which that 


ride Wey aby? 
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. them. 
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tically raised two questions. 
the first place, that, sooner or later, the Go- 


Raihoays 


gentleman never delivered. The state- 
‘ments which he did make cannot bear the 
interpretation which has been put upon 
I shall quote for honorable sena- 
tors what Mr. Fisher really did say. I 
find at page 1053 of Hansard of 4th Oc- 
tober, 1911, that Sir William Irvine 
said— 

There must be a properly qualified staff 


| having a certain definite position in the Pub- 


lic Service, and,’as the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion has said, it is desirable that we should 
have, as soon as possible, a statement on the 
subject from the Government.’ 


He was trying to discover how these men 


_ would ‘stand, and Mr. Fisher replied as 
- follows :-— 


_ The honorable meniber for Flinders has prac- 
He says, in 


vernment will require a Railway Department 
and a railway policy. 
Mr. W. H. Irvine.—A Public Works De- 


* partment. 


Mr. FISHER.—That Department might also 


- eover works that are not now, in a sense, under 
the Minister for Home “Affaire, 


‘There are 
certain naval works which, perhaps, do not 


«ome under the control of the Public Works 
_ Branch of his Departnient; and, since in this 
‘Parliament we have to deal with large national 
' ‘works of a varied character, we must be care- 


- ful not to dogmatize on the old State lines. 


Undoubtedly, there ought to be, when our rail- 


a ways are constructed, a Railway Department to 


ee, be ey es 


‘the Department of Home Affairs. 
$0, it will have the control of this work, sub- 


manage them; and that will be the policy of 

this Government. 

Mr. W. H. Irnvine.—It might be a sub-de- 

partment of the Department of Home Affairs, 
Mr. FISHER.—The most economical way of 


earrying on such a business is to have a body 


of experts to deal with it; and the Depart- 


ment best equipped at the present time to 


supervise the construction of this railway is 
That being 


ject to the declaration of policy, which is com- 


mon to all Governments, being determined by 
the Government itself. 
_ -¢an be done. 


That is the best that 


aor W.-H. TRvINe. —My difficulty is not so 
much in regard to which Department the work 


~ pill come under as to what will be the general 


character and position | of the staff that will 


e control the work. 


+ 


ay 
o 
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Mr. FISHER.—We must put our trust some- 
‘where. Some Minister must’ be responsible 
for the carrying out of the work. The Govern- 
ment behind that Minister must take the full 


responsibility for the faithful and proper 


en d the States. 


* ~~ 29 2 


carr ying out of the work on economical lines, 


fairly as between the parties themselves 
The method and manner in 


economical way of derarlocrch this line. 


* as 
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That is the whole of the speech which was 
delivered by Mr. Fisher on that day. Yet 
we are told to-night that he made a de 
finite promise which the present Govern: 


ment desire not to honour. 
Senator Newianp.._Who said that?» 
Senator RUSSELL.—That is 
meaning of what was said here. 
Senator | Nuwtawn: a1 said nothing 


about a definite promise, but I read the 


sentence, “ appointment made by the Pub- 


lie Bacvine Commissioner or some other 


authority.” 

Senator RUSSELL.—I made it quite 
clear that I did not accuse the honorable 
senator of making a misrepresentation, 
but I say that 
read was to lead honorable senators to 
think that a definite promise was made by 
Mr. Fisher. 
intention of the honorable senator. 


Senator Frrrroxs.—That is a fair in-- 
T heard the remarks of — 


terpretation. 
Senator Newland. 


Senatur RUSSELL.—I think that it is © 


a fair interpretation. I am not in the 
habit of misrepresenting what honorable 
senators say. I have to defend the posi- 
tion of the Government, and I point 
out that there is no record of a 
promise having been made to these 
men. They terminated their agree- 
ment with the State, and ought to have 
protected any rights which they then 
possessed. 
employment under the Commonwealth, 
and it was granted to them. 
doing something better for the men. 


We 


are giving them a definite standing under 


4 Commonwealth Act. As regards its ad- 
ministration, the Publie Service Act of 


the Ganimonweal ies is the best Act which ~ 


any working men in the world have 
worked under. With this long record to 
the credit of the Commonwealth, what 
cause for fear has any one? Why ‘should 
it be suggested that the men are not get- 
ting a benefit under this measure? I 
shave no hesitation in saying that if it 
were not for the isolation of certain parts, 
that if this railway traversed a well-popu- 
lated area, and we called for applications, 
99 per cent. of the railway men of Aus- 


tralia would make an effort to get into - 


the Commonwealth Service. We are not 
out to rob any men of their rights, but to 


_ give them a definite status with fair con- 


ditions. Despite the so-called grievance 


on the part of some persons, it will be 


the 
oo 


the effect of the note he 


T am not dealing with the 


They applied for temporary 


We are now ~ 


, | | 3 *s . 
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found that our desire is to establish a good 
service with fair conditions to all con- 
cerned. 

Senator NEWLAND (South Aus- 
tralia) [8.48].—What the Minister has 
said does not make any difference to the 
intention of my amendment. The only 
difference between the brief note supplied 
to me and the speech read by the Minister 
is that the note refers to the Public Ser- 
vice Commissioner, a reference which is 
not contained in the speech. Of course, 
the inference from the note is that, had 
the appointments been made by the Public 
Service Commissioner, they would have 
carried. all the rights we have been plead- 
ing for. I am not so much concerned with 
the men who come into the Common- 
wealth Service in the future as I am with 
the men who have come from the State 
Service to the Commonwealth Service. I 
am simply asking that the men who are 
already in the Commonwealth Service, 
and who, at the time of their entrance, 
considered that their State rights would 
not be interfered with, shall be secured in 
those rights. From reading the clause, 
it is perfectly clear to me that the rights 
of a man who left the State Service, no 
matter how many years’ privileges he had 
acquired, will cease the moment this Bill 
comes into operation. A comparatively 
young man who came over from the State 
to the Commonwealth will have to serve 
for a considerable term in order to get 

anything like the privileges which he 
would have enjoyed had he remained 1 in 
the State Service. 

Senator RussEeLtit.—No; 
graph 2. 

Senator NEWLAND.—Paragraph 7 of 
sub-clause 1 provides for one thing, and 
paragraph w provides for something else. 
Under the latter provision the accruing 
privileges are cut off, and after twenty 
years’ service to the Commonwealth a man 
is to be treated, as regards accrued privi- 

~ leges, just as if he had retired twenty 
years previously. 

Senator Ferricks.—The point made by” 
the Minister was that any man entering 


read para- 


the Federal Public Service in any other. 


Department now would be under the same 
conditions. 

Senalwwr NEWLAND pues The rights 
of any State officers who entered the Com- 
monwealth Service under any previous 
law are secured to them by the Public 
Service Act. Their rights are accruing 


[SENATE.] 


“open. 


lore 


now. Railway men are the only men who | 
have been considered as temporary em-— 
ployees up to the present time. . 

Senator Russett.—If you will pia 
sub-clause 3 of clause 3 you will see that 
it provides that any contract entered into — Ny 
by the Minister for Home Affairs shall be — 
honoured. 

Senator NEWLAND.—I am looking to 
the future now. The Government of to- 
day is reasonably honest, and we hope 
that it will so continue. But hereafter 
we might have a less conscientious Go- 
vernment. We wish to make it impos- 
sible for such a Government to slide out 
of their obligation to these men because 
some defect is found:in a measure which © 
we are passing to-day with our eyes open. — 
The object. of this Bill is to call into exis- 
fence a new Department, and it is im- 
perative to see that no future Government — 
shall be able to avoid any obligations im- 
posed upon them with regard to men who 
have been transferred from a State to the 
Commonwealth. ‘For that reason, I feel 
sure that honorable senators will accept — 
my amendment, which, after all, is provid-— 
ing for men who are already i in the Public 
Service, and not for men who may enter it 
subsequently. All those who join the — 
Commonwealth Service after the passing of bat 
this measure will come in with their eyes <a) 
Up to the present time the mer _ 
who have entered the Commonwealth Ser- hg 
vice did not know what was ahead of f 
them. They had to trust to the future — 
action of Parliament. If the Committee os 
should take the advice of the Minister, af. M2 
will do something which would be dis- 
tinctly unfair to the men who left the — 
State Service to work for the Common- _ : 
wealth. That is why I am so anxious ta 
see this provision inserted in this clause. 

Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
[8.57].—I was amused to find that with 
some honorable senators justice chase 
with changing circumstances. We on this — 
side recognise that justice is unchange- _ ee 
able, or should be. If men in one branch _ 
of the State Service. coming under the — 
Commonwealth Public Service Commis- oS 
sioner have certain rights and privileges i > 
secured to them, it is doing an infuse a 
to men in another branch, which is 
equally important, to provide that they 
shall lose their accrued rights and - privie 
leges when they come into the Common- — 
wealth Service. As regards justice for 
the men who are taken over from a State, 

I would point out— that ‘their _ a 


ja oe 


opm 


a 
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privileges under paragraph i will be se- 
cured up to date, but had they remained 
with the State, their service would have 
continued without a break, Because they 
joined the Commonwealth Service just as 
postal employees had to do, there is 4 
break, and although they may serve, the 
for twenty-five . years, 
their service as regards rights and privi- 
leges will only be counted up to the time 
they left the State Service.. The point is 
that these railway men from the State 
Service are not to receive the same privi- 
leges as State men in transferred Depart- 
_-ments under the Public Service Commis- 
sioner are receiving. Thati is the position 
admitted by the Minister himself, In the 
future, State men who apply to the Com- 
‘monwealth for employment in the Railway 
_ Service are to be treated as though they 
were outside the State Service. 

Senator RusseLtt.—Some of these men 
have never been under a Commissioner 


before. We have a Shipping Depart- 
“Ment, and are picking up captains of 


forty years of age. Would you put these 
captains under a pension system because 


. they had worked for John Brown before? 


Senator SENIOR.—I am dealing now 


- with the Commonwealth railways to be 


managed under the provisions of this 


measure. But if I were dealing with a 
_ Shipping Department, I should take into 


consideration the shipping conditions, and 


men. 


continue the privileges guaranteed to the 
What I take exception to is that 
the Minister should lay such greati stress 
on the point that there was a break in 
continuity when these State men joined 


eras the Commonwealth Service. 


‘Senator RussEtit.—Suppose that we 
-_ brought in a compensation system cover- 
_ ing the lot. Would you insist: that these 
men should be brought ,under that 
eee 

Senator SENIOR.—Now the Minister 


es “is introducing the question of compensa- 


: 
=f ee 


tion. 
Senator Newianp.—Sick leave is not a 
retiring allowance. it is given at any 
_ period during a man’s service. 

Senator SENIOR.—I assume that a 
man has built up a right to sick leave. 
Senator RusseLi.—Sick leave is guar- 


_ anteed to the man under paragraph 17. 


Neos _ Paragraph ai simply provides that we shall 


ee not continue the retiring allowance or 
es pension, but shall pay the men. 
pay the allowance or pension up to the 
date of leaving the State Service, but will 


—_ 


: Ce hot continue it. 


BF 5, 


We shall 


Senator SENIOR.—The point I wish 
to put to the Minister is that, in the case 
of men under the Public Service Commis- 
sioner, retiring allowances are cumulative, 
whereas a man in the Railway Service is 
in an entirely different position. How can 
the Minister say to a man, ‘‘ On one point — 
we will give you continuity, but on the 
other point we shall demand a break ’”’? 
The position is.one which the - railway 
men have certainly not been expecting. 
When the Northern Territory railway 
was taken over, temporary employees 
there believed that all their privileges 
would be continuous and cumulative as 
though they had remained in the service 
of the State. I was present in the House 
of Assembly in Adelaide when the Bill 
referred to was under discussion, and I 
followed the proposal throughout, with. 
the result that I have a very clear recol- 
lection that it was understood that all 
civil servants taken over from the South 
Australian Service were to receive the 
same privileges as though they had re- 
mained in the State Service. 

Senator THomas.—TIhe Commonwealth 
Department were not bound to take over 


“every man in the Northern Territory. 


They could have informed a man that he 


was not wanted. 


Senator SENIOR.—Then that would 
have been a perfectly fair position to take 
up, but it is not fair now to overlook 
their rights and privileges. They have 
not got in this Bill an assurance that 
their privileges will. be preserved. — 

Senator THomas. — They have in the 
Northern Territory Acceptance Bill. 

Senator SENIOR.—The railway men 
of the Northern Territory have not got 
it, and this has been the cause of con- 
siderable dissatisfaction amongst officials 
taken over. We should now insert a 
bond in this Bill not to bind the present 
Government only, but future Govern- 
ments, to conserve the rights of the os 
cials referred to. 

Senator Russert. — The men you are 
referring to on the Port Augusta line are 
employed by the South Australian Go- 
vernment, and it is not intended to prans- 
fer them. | 

Senator Gururiz.—How long will that _ 
last? You could terminate it in three © 
months, and the Commissioner will very 
likely do that. 

Senator SENIOR.—Officials tem- 
porarily employed in the Northern Ter- 
ritory railway when it was taken over are 
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this Bull. Consequently unless their 
privileges are definitely preserved they 
will have no guarantee that a future Go- 
vernment will not say, as the Minister 
does, that they have no rights acer 


> to them. 


- months. 


Senator Russetyu.—I did not say that 
they had no rights. . 

Senator SENIOR.—I hope I have not 
misunderstood the Minister, but I lis- 
tened very carefully. The proviso of the 
elause intimates that an employee shall 
mot be entitled, by reason of his prior 
permanent employment, to long service 
leave for a greater period than four 
I know men who have retired 
from the South Australian Railway Ser- 
vice on twelve months’ long leave, and 
this Bill seeks to cut that down by one- 
third.- In the face of this, how can the 
Minister say that the Bull provides for 
the preservation of the, advantages and 
privileges of men who came over from the 
State Service? I believe, however, that 
the Committee will accept Senator New- 
land’s amendment so that justice will be 
done to the men. 

Question—That proposed new para- 
graph ui. be added to the Bill (Senator 


Newland’s amendment)—put. The Com- 
mittee divided. | 
Ayes ,. 11 
Noes: .. 14 
Majority 3 
- AYES. 
Barker, S. Pratten, H. KE. 
. Grant, J. Rowell, Colonel 
Guthrie, R. S. Senior, W. 
Needham, H. Shannon, J. W. 


Newland, J. Teller: 


O'Loghlin, Lt.-Colonel | McDougall, A. 


s 


Noss. 
Bolton, IA. A esta Pearce, G. F. 
Buzacott, R. Plain, W. 
Crawford, 5 Reid, M. 
Fairbairn, G. Russell, E. J. 
Ferricks, M. A. Thomas, J. 


Foll, H. 8. 
Henderson, G. 
Millen, E. D. 


. Question so resolved in the negative. - 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 53— 


(1) Any employee appointed to a permanent 
office may, in the prescribed manner, appeal 
wainst any decision of the Commissioner dis- 
ing him or reducing his rate of pay for 
ity or misconduct. 


' Teller: 
de Largie, H 


he may be fined £5. 


‘sentatives of the railway unions. 
recognise that if the Appeal Board is to = 


tralia) [9%13].—I move— 


uta: after the word “his” the words “ grade 


” be inserted. 


This clause provides for appeal by officers — 
against punishment by the Commissioner, 
but af a man is reduced in his grade he 

I am anxious — 
that an employee shall have right of ap- 


has no right of appeal. 


peal in any circumstances to the: Ap- 


peal Board, which will consist of a chair- 

magis- 
an em- | 
ployee to be appointed by the Com- 
missioner from some branch of the Rail- 
way Service, and a representative of the 


shall 
special 


man who 
trate or 


be a police © 
magistrate, 


employees. I desire’ an appeal to lie in 


the case of any man who may be Nemeaged ii 


in rank. 


Senator FOLL (Queensland) [9.16].— 
I quite agree with the amendment; but I — 
would point out that it will not cover anal 
every penalty which an employee Lis 


have imposed upen him, 


Senator Russett.—The object of the — 


clause is to limit the number of appeals. 
Senator FOLL.—That is not a fair 
thing. 


of appeal in all circumstances. He may 


be under suspension for a fortnight be- — 
fore the head of his Department decides 
what punishment shall be inflicted upon. 


him. At the expiration of that period, 


cision this clause will not afford him the 
right of appeal. 


Senator THOMAS. esta nae that he is = 


fined half-a-crown ? 


Senator FOLL.—If the fan be an un- rn 


just one, he should have the right of ap- 
peal. 


From such a de- 


An employee should have the right Me 


A fine of half-a-crown would eon- Pass 


stitute a black mark upon his record. .t ena 5 


would suggest that after the word ‘ ‘pay’ 
the words ‘‘ 
serted. 


If an employee believes that he is the 
victim of an unjust decision, he should 
have the right to appeal against it. 


or any other penalty ’’ be in- ~ . 
I believe that honorable senators a 
will realize the justice of my contention. © 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Honor- i 


ary Minister) [9.20].—This clause has 


practically been indorsed by the repre- S 


They ~ 


sit upon every occasion that a man may — 
consider he is 
slight grievance, its sittings will be inter- — 
minable. 


pay 


labouring under a ie : 


We all recognise that whilst 99 sa 


per cent. of our civil servants are well- 


- balanced and tapas) officers, there are to | ve 


aA 


¥ 
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be found amongst them a few individuals 
who would always be anxious to take ad- 
vantage of a provision such as that pro- 
posed by Senator Newland. I would re- 
mind the Committee that all fines will be 
imposed by the Commissioner. He will 
be responsible for the management of one 
of the biggest businesses in Australia. <As 
We are quite willing to trust him to safe- 
guard nee é 
citizens, surely we may trust him to 1m- 
pose fines for offences committed by em- 
ployees under him. 

Senator NEEDHAM (Western <Aus- 
tralia) [9.24].—I think that the Minister 


has overlooked the amendment moved by 


Senator Newland, which deals with a big 
matter. The question of the grade of a 
railway employee is a very important one. 
I quite agree that if the Court of Appeal 
had to investigate every case in which a 


small fine was imposed upon a railway 


employee, it would be sitting con- 
tinuously ; but. if, for example, an engine- 
driver were reduced in rank, under this 
clause he would not be able to appeal 
against the decision of the Commissioner. 


__ Amendment: agreéd to. 7 


_ Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 54 to 57 agreed to. 
Clause 58— : 


ie (1) The Commissioner shall, when so directed 


by the Minister, or as may be required for. the 
purpose of supplying information to the Par- 
liamentary Standing Committee on Public 
Works, have investigations, inspections, and 
surveys made of any proposed railway route. 


Senator NEEDHAM (Western Aus- 


_traha) [9.27].—On behalf of Senator 
_ O’Keefe, who is absent in Tasmania, and 


— 


her 
“yes 


who cannot return ito Melbourne till to-- 


morrow, I wish to move— 


y That this clause be left out. 


I may add that I am in thorough agree- 
ment with the view that is entertained by 


. 


ss 
, 


Senator Russett.—Subject to the ap- 
_proval of nine other Ministers. 


. 


% 


‘ 
“4 
+ 


os 


Senator O’Keefe regarding this provision. 
The first portion of it reads— 


._ The Commissioner shall, when so directed 
by the Minister, or as may be required for the 
«ed tm of supplying information to the Par- 
liamentary Standing Committee on Public 
Works, have investigations, inspections, and 
surveys made of any proposed railway route. 


>. + 
_ Wow, I ask honorable senators to read 


oe 


that provision very carefully before agree- 
ing toit. It seeks to give complete power 
‘to the Minister- | 


' Senator NEEDHAM.—Then I will say 


that it gives power to the Government—— 


. 
“; 


lives of thousands of our 


Senator RusseLvu.—It embodies 
existing practice. * 
Senator NEEDHAM.—It does not. Tt 
seeks to vest in the Government the — 


the 


power, without the consent of Parliament, 


to spend money on investigations, inspee- 


tions, and surveys of any proposed rail- 


way route. Some honorable senators will 
doubtless recollect the big fight which — 

took place in this chamber upon the ques- 
tion of the survey of the route to be fol- 
lowed by the east-west line. It took a 
considerable time to induce this Parlia- 
ment to sanction even a flying survey of 
the route of the Kalgoorlie to Port 
Augusta railway, and it was not under- 
taken until Parliament authorized it. 

Senator Rerip.—Parliament will still 
have some power to deal with the matter 
in spite of this clause. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—That is so, but 
it will be after the survey has been made, 
the investigation completed, and the 
money spent. The Minister may then 
come to Parliament, and tell us all about 
it. Parliament may then decide that the 
wrong route has been selected and the 
money uselessly spent. This clause gives 
too much power to the Minister or the 
Government. There is an alternative in 
the use of the words— 
or as may be required for the purpose of sup- 


plying’ information to the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Public Works. 


‘The Act governing the Public Works. 


Committee provides that it can inquire 
only into a work the cost’ of which is esti- 
mated at over £25,000. 

Senator Gururiz.—We could not get 
much of a railway for less than £25,000. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—A survey might 
cost nearly that amount. I want to im- 
press upon the Committee that no Ge- 
vernment can enter upon the construction 
of a work the cost of which will exceed 
£25,000 without referring it to the Par. 
liamentary Standing Committee on Publie 
Works. 

Senator Rerp.—Put a limit of expendi- 
ture in this clause, and let it go. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—I would do so 
fl could: <3 4 

Senator RussELu.—We could not spend 
any money on a survey unless it was voted 
by Parliament. | 

Senator NEEDHAM.—But the Go- 
vernment are taking power to do so under 


this clause. . 


Senator Russrert.—Where should we 
get the money from? It cannot be spent 
until it is voted by Parliament. 


fo ee 
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. Senator NEEDHAM.—The Minister 
will agree that there is nothing in the 
Estimates now before Parliament to pro- 
vide for the survey of any line of railway 
to branch off from any of our existing 
Commonwealth lines. Parliament may 
pass those Estimates, and then go into re- 
cess, and suddenly the Minister for Works 
and Railways may discover that it is 
necessary to survey a line branching off 
from an existing Commonwealth railway. 
An investigation of the country is made, 
a survey is completed, and it may cost 
anything from £5,000 to £25,000. 

Senator Russert.—What happens to 
the Minister if Parliament refuses to vote 
the money ? 

Senator NEEDHAM.—Nothing hap- 
pens to the Minister, but the money of 
the taxpayers has been spent. 

Senator THomas.—Did the honorable 
senator refer to the Kalgoorlie to Port 
Augusta railway ? 

Senator NEEDHAM.—I referred to 
the debates which took place in this Cham- 
ber before even the survey of the Kal- 
goorlie to Port Augusta line could. be 
made. 

Senator Russeru.—The survey could 
have been made without referring the mat- 
ter to Parliament if the Government had 
chosen to accept the responsibility of that 
course. We had a survey made of a 
strategic railway by the Fisher Govern- 
ment, and there was no Bill introduced 
to authorize that survey. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—It is wpon that 
account and other matters that I protest 
against this power being placed in the 
hands of any Government. The Minister 
knows that one of the biggest fights that 
ever took place in this Chamber occurred 
in connexion with the Bill to authorize 
the survey of the Kalgoorlie to Port Au- 
gusta railway. 

Senator pE Larciz.—That is a. very 
good reason why the Minister should 
have this power. I know what the feeling 
of the people of Western Australia was 
upon that matter. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—I think I know 
the feeling of the people of Western Aus- 
tralia as well as does Senator de Largie. 

Senator Russptu.—When the Kal- 
goorlie to Port Augusta Survey Bill was 
being debated, references were made to a 
‘‘desert railway,’’ and many misstate- 
ments were made as to the character of 
the country, for lack of a preiisinary 
survey. 


Senator 
how that touches the point. 
Senator RUSSELL. —I was then a mem- 


NEEDHAM.—1I do not see a * 


= 
- 


ber of the Senate, and I did not know 


what the country was like until the sur- 
vey was made. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—till, the hon-' 
orable senator voted for that survey. I 
do not see why the Government should 
have the right, without the,consent of 
Parliament, to survey any line they may 
think fit. Some of the State Parlia- 
ments of Australia have Railways 
Standing Committees who 
railway proposals. I know that in 
Victoria the Government 
right to make any inspection or survey 


of a line without first referring the mat- 
ter to the Railways Standing Committee. 


But here we are asked to give into the 
hands of one man, who will not be the 
Minister, but the Commissioner for Rail- 
ways, because he will be the person to 
advise the Minister, the right to survey - 
a railway route. 
Parliament have an opportunity to con- 
sider such a proposal before money is ex- 
pended in carrying it out? 


point is that, if it is necessary to survey 


‘a certain route for the purpose of a pub- _ 


consider — 


have no 


‘Why should not the : 


Parliament - 
is the final arbiter, no doubt; but my 


7 

: r 
3 
a 
1a 
“a 
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lic utility the Railways Commissioners ” Ge 
should, through the Minister for Works ~ 


and Railways, make the recommendation 
to Parliament, and Parliament should 
decide whether the survey should oe 
made or not. 


Senator PrattEn.—A survey may, ap- sa 


parently, under this Bill, be carried with 
or without the consent ot a State, 


Senator NEEDHAM.—No; I persume z 


that this applies only to surveys within 
Federal territory. We cannot legislate 
to run a railway through a State 
withouti the consent of that State. 


This clause gives the Minister power 


without consulting Parliament to make 
an investigation or survey of a rail- 


way route in Federal territory, and Par- 


liament may subsequently discover het 


it has been merely a waste of money. . 


Senator Fotu.—The Minister has, 40. 


oe 


authorize the expenditure of the money 
before the Commissioner can make the 
investigation or survey. 


Senator NEEDHAM. Sen e honorable : 7 


senator overlooks the fact that he may do- 
so whilst Parliament is in recess, and | 
Parliament will have no say in the mat- 
ter until after Ahe bay ae has been spent. 


Le 


_liament. 


Ratlways 


I say ‘that these proposals should come 
up for the consideration of Parliament in 
just-the same way as proposals for works 
and buildings, the money for which 1s 
included in the Estimates. Time and 
again the consent of Parliament has been 
sought for votes for the erection of new 
post offices and new Customs houses. The 
expenditure upon these public utilities 
has to be sanctioned by Parliament be- 
fore a penny is spent. ~ 
Senator Russretn.—The survey of a4 
site for a post-office ? | 
Senator NEEDHAM.—Even the pro- 
posal to purchase land on which to erect 
a post-office has to be sanctioned by Par- 


Senator Hxrnprrson. —If we had 


waited for. parliamentary sanction we 


would not have had the new post-office at 
Perth to-day. 
Senator NEEDHAM.—Authority had 


‘to be given through the Estimates be- 
fore any money was spent upon that 


building. 


Senator Russett.—We cannot survey 
a foot of land until this Parliament votes 
the money. > 


not. so. 


 penditure of that money. 
_ ter first and the Minister last. 


Senator NEEDHAM.—That is where 
the Minister and I differ. If he will 
read the clause he will find that that is 
ere ig no provision here for 
Parliament itself to have a say in the ex- 
Tt is the Minis- 
It is to 
be a matter between the Minister and the 
Commissioner. ; 

Senator Reip.—Do you not think that 
the Minister will do as Parliament likes, 


P because it will have to vote the money ? 


Senator NEEDHAM.—T admire the in- 
nocence of the honorable senator. If the 


- Government did everything which Parlia- 


- ment liked, there would be no need for 


controversy. 


It is because the Govern- 


ment do not take that course that the need 


of controversy arises. The Minister has 


os interjected that it could not be done with- 


out the sanction of Parliament; but that 
is the very point on which we are at issue. 


_I contend that the Minister can spend all 


- Mt - 
ra] 


this money without Parliament knowing 


_ anything about the expenditure. 


Senator Tuomas. — Parliament must 


know at some time or other. 


Senator 


a 


NEEDHAM. — After the 


-money has been spent? 


Senator Txomas.—If Parliament re- 


fused to ratify the expenditure the Minis- 


an 


; 
Set 


ter would have to pay the money out of 


his own pocket. 
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Senator NEEDHAM.—I wish to save 
that situation. I want Parliament to have 
some knowledge of what is proposed to be 
done before the Minister takes unto him- 
self the responsibility of spending the 
money. I have already referred to the ~ 


Victorian system under which neither a 
survey nor anything else can take place — 


without a-reference of the proposal to the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Railways. I consider that the Minister 
here is taking too wide a power to himself. 
I ask honorable senators to carefully con- 
sider whether they should delegate the 
power to one man. 

Senator FERRICKS (Queensland) 
[9.49!1.—I am opposed to giving a Minis- 
ter such extensive powers. This clause 
seems to have been lifted from a State 
Railway Act. It might be quite applicable 
to the construction of State railways, but 
T will endeavour to show how it would be 
out of place in regard to the construction 
of Federal lines. In the case of a State, 
the railway proposals, as a rule, are not 
of great magnitude. A feature or pre- 
liminary survey is very often a purely 
formal matter, not entailing a great deal 
of expense, and not involving any great 
divergence of opinion otherwise. It is 
relatively a small matter with the great 
majority of railway proposals in a State. 
But when we come to consider the ques- 
tion of railway construction under Federal — 
control, I submit that the conditions are 
entirely different. We shall not be 
building very many small railways. We 
shall not be building many railways, pre- 
sumably. But the railways which are un- 
dertaken will be works of great magni- 
tude. Suppose, for instance, that it was 
proposed to extend the Oodnadatta rail- 
way to the Northern Territory, or sup- 
pose that it was suggested, as an alter- 
native, that there should be a deviation 
made into Queensland. The proposal 
would be of such mammoth proportions, 
in its after effect in regard to cost, that it 
would be well to obtain full particulars — 
before even the proposal was seriously 
mooted. A feature or preliminary survey 
for a work of that kind would be far too 
great and important to allot to any Minis- 
ter of the Crown who would be acting 
pretty well, we will assume, with the con- 
currence of the Government. Perhaps 
he would not go to that extent in safe- 
guarding the public interests. In various 
Governments we have had experiences of 
Ministers who, in their Departments, have 
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Railways 


taken great responsibilities upon them- 


selves. The money would have been spent. 


on the survey when, perhaps, Parliament 
itself would have no serious intent of going 
on with the project. The question has been 
not only raised, but stressed by frequent 
anterjections from the other side, that the 
money could not be utilized unless it had 
been voted by Parliament. But, as Sena- 
tor Needham very correctly pointed out, 
the work might be entered upon, and a 
considerable amount of money expended 
without the ratification of Parliament in 
‘recess or at other times. 

Senator Rerp.—If Parliament were 
against the work, what would become. of 
whe Minister ? 

Senator FERRICKS.—That would de- 


4 


“pond upon how servile his followers were. 
_ Assuming that the proposal did. come be- 


fore Parliament before even the work was 
commenced, it would be brought before 
_the Senate as one of a number of items 
in a Supply (Works and Buildings) Bill. 
I contend that discussion on one: par- 
‘ticular item could not be concentrated. 
There would be so’many avenues of dis- 
cussion, or so many targets of criticism, in 
‘the Bi IL, that such a huge proposal as the 
construction of a Federal railway would 
‘not receive that whole-hearted and con- 
centrated consideration which its import- 
aance would fully warrant. 
the question of constructing a railway 
‘within a State, with the concurrence of 
the State according to the Constitution, 
that is an additional reason why Parlia- 
ment should have first say. We have 
known such things as State jealousies, and 
at might be possible for a Minister, on his 
own initiative with the concurrence of 
the Cabinet, to undertake a survey and all 


initial expenditure for the construction 


of a railway, say, in Victoria or New 


~ South Wales, which would not be war- 


ranted—a railway which might be pro- 


posed to be built in a State represented by 


- the Minister, and which he, perhaps, 


~henestly enough might be desirous of con-- 


structing, thinking that it would be in the 
interests of Australia. In that case the 
money would ‘have been spent, the re- 
sponsibility, at any rate, would have been 
entailed, without. any warrant from Par- 
Heament. ‘his is an undue power to give 
“to a Minister. It is a power. which 


Deneuta not be taken from Parliament, be-. 
‘ cause it should keep a firm hand on its 


Tiaihs ay ene ¥. 
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‘reserved to Parliament. 


If it came to- 


Senator Re. tS peyeide fore a featiedt 
sum to be spent instead of interfering 
with the powers of the Commissioner. Marat: 

Senator FERRICKS. — That would 
not meet the case,in my opinion. A pre- 
liminary survey of a comparatively small 
railway, perhaps not entailing a very 
great expenditure, but confined to ofe 
State with the consent of that State, might — 
not be a good thing for the Federation. — 
Even if the Committee were to place ee teas 
limit on the initial expenditure, it would 
wot obviate that danger. I sincerely trust 
that Parliament will reserve its control. I 
do not think that it should give this power 
to a Government with a big majority,even  —— 
if it was opposed by only a small minority. _ 
I might point out here that the small 
minority on this side represent 925,000 
electors. The principle involved in this — 
clause is dangerous, and, while it might — 
be suitable enough for a State Act, it is | 
wholly unsuitable for a Commonwealth _ bee 
Act. I sincerely trust that this power ~~ 
will be taken away from the Minister and 


Senator DE LARGIE (Western ee 
tralia) [9.57].—I think that if we were — 
basing our action on the experience of 
this Parliament, and of this Chamber in 
particular, the alleged reasons given by 
Senator Needham for his amendment ~ 
would be the best of all reasons against — 
it. The most unseemly squabble we have 
ever had in the Senate occurred over a ~ 
work which was really national, and that — 
was a survey of the transcontinental rail- — 
way. For the reason that Parliament ~~ 
had to give its sanction to the survey—a 
work which I believe nine-tenths of 
the people adniitted was necessary—tho. ~ ap ie 
proposal was defeated time and again. 

The Government were in favour of a sur- 

vey beimg made, but because a number of 

men in Parliament resorted to different Ke ay 
tactics, that most necessary work was de- . aS 
layed from time to time. Even in thes 2." 
State which. Senator Needham represents << 
that is the opinion of the people, T AM fa iat 
sure. hee 

Senator. Lt. Cslonal OSccaee aoe 
Abolish Parliament alsanethor then, tite 
let Ministers rule. : 


Senator DE LARGIE, —We could ete 


possibly get this work done unless there — ee 


was a Parliament, because it has to pro- — : ee 
vide the money. I maintain that the m= 
preliminary expenditure on a railwa te 
survey is an absolutes camera ae ea) sug ie 
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gest that Senator Needham has given very 
good reasons for the clause being in the 
Bill-rather than reasons against it. 
Senator PRATTEN (New Sonth 
_ Wales) [9.59].—I regret that I cannot 
agree with the remarks of Senator de 
I think that there is a good deal 
in the contention that the clause gives too 
much power to the Minister. J suggest 
to the Honorary Minister that if he were 
to substitute the word “ Parliament” for 
the word “Minister,” in sub-clause 3 where 
it occurs the second time, it would meet 


_ the whole of the many valuable sugges- 
_ tions which have been made. 


- Senator Russert.—Do you realize that 
the Minister cannot authorize the expen- 
- diture of money unless it has previously 

been voted by Parliament? 

Senator PRATTEN.—Since I have 
been here, the Senate has voted money 
which had already been spent by the 
It seems to me that the Com- 

monwealth owns nothing but the Northern 
Territory, and that sooner or later there 
will have to be some trial surveys made 
with regard to linking up the north with 
the south. There may be a Minister re- 
presenting South Australia, who in all 
good faith will want another trial survey 
south to north; there may be a Minis- 
ter representing a New South Wales con- 


_ stituency, who. also in all good faith will 


want a trial survey from Bourke to the 
north; and there may be a Minister re- 
presenting a. Queensland constituency, 


who will want a junction higher up, in all’ 


good faith, too. The clause seems to give 
_ too much power to the Minister to preju- 
_ dice any unbiased and unfettered discus- 
sion on a matter of this sort in the Senate. 


rae am divided by the arguments advanced 


to-night. I recognise it is imperative that 


}> 


; 


tion comes before them, 


Senator EARLE (Tasmania) [10.1].—I 


the Government) should have the power 
to investigate and obtain an opinion 
to enable honorable senators to exer- 
cise their wise judgment when a. ques- 
and I think 
the object sought) would be obtained 
by insisting upon the. question of a 
survey being first submitted to Parlia- 


ment. This end would be achieved if the 
_ word “‘ preliminary ’’ were inserted before 
_ ‘the word ‘‘ survey.”’ 


This would enable 


the Ministry to make a preliminary sur- 
vey, and obtain a report for the guidance 


a 
- 
Bay 


of the Public Works Committee. 
Senator Russett.—Suppose it was only 


a short length of line? | 
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Senator EARLE.—That would not 
matter, because the Government would 
have to come to Parliament for authority 
to construct. Senator de Largie’s state-— 
ment that the survey of the transconti- — 
nental railway was consistently opposed — 
by the Senate seems to be an argument im — 
favour of the amendment. ry 

Senator Pearce.—As a matter of fact, if 
there had been a survev ‘before that. It 
was authorized by the Government. 

Senator EARLE.—That would be all 


‘right so far as the preliminary survey is 


concerned. I do not think it would be 
wise to place too much power inthe hands 
of the Ministry. This authority should 
be vested in Parliament, which is re 
sponsible to the electors. It is quite true 
that a Government is responsible to Par- 
hamenti, but once money is spent, we have 
to foot the bill, and the only satisfaction 
we can get is to turn the Government out. 
In order to meet the objections raised, 
I move— | 

That the word “preliminary” be inserted 
after the word ‘and ”’ in sub-clause 1. 


Progress reported. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

CoMMONWEALTH ELECTION RETURNS. 
Motion (by Senator MuiLLEN)  pro- 

posed— : 
That the Senate do now adjourn. — 
Senator THOMAS (New South Wales) 
[10.8]—I do not wish to detain the 
Senate for long, but I desire to direct the 
attention of the Minister for Defence to 
the fact that yesterday he laid on the 
table some papers dealing with the last 
general election so far as it concerned the 
House of Representatives. I take it that 
before long similar papers referring to the 
Senate election will also be laid on the 
table, and I would like to know if it is 
possible for the Chief Electoral Officer 
then to give reasons for the informal 
votes. I do noti wish to infer that votes 
declared informal were not legitimately 
informal, but I think it would be a very 
great assistance to members if we knew 
the reasons for informality, so that we 
could advise electors in the future. 
Though I have raised this question, | do 
not wish it to be understood that [ am_ 
thinking of another general election. That 
is not in my mind at all. Three years ago 
there were as many as 30,000 informal 
votes in New South Wales alone for the 
Senate, and if we knew why they were 
declared informal it would probably help 


‘us to avoid this experience in the future. 
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Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 


Vice-President of the Executive Council) 
[10.10].—Though Senator Thomas ad- 
dressed his question to my colleague the 
Minister for Defence, 1 was the Minister 
who placed the papers on the table, and 
I remind the honorable senator that the 
returns covered both the Senate and the 
House of Representatives, a fact which 
he must have inadvertently overlooked. 
I regret to say—and I am sure other hon- 
orable senators join me—that the number 
- of informal votes was as large at the re- 
cent election as on the previous occasion 
to which he referred. I can only say that 
the matter he mentioned will be brought 
under the notice of the Chief Electoral 
4 Officer. 32 
: Senator Baknap.—Some of the reasons 
for informality are not fit for publication. 
Senator MILLEN.—It is-desirable, if 
possible, to obviate these informalities in 
the future by taking advantage of the 
unfortunate experience of those whose 
votes did not count. In conclusion, I 
may say that Senator Thomas can surely 
have no reason to regard an election as an 
uppleasant subject. If it is unpleasant at 
ali, it certainly is not unpleasant to those 
who were returned to the Senate at th 
last election. 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 


Senate adjourned at 10.12 p.m. 


a ete 


Wouse of Wepresentatives. 
Wednesday, 15 August, 1917. 


Mr. Speaker (the Hon. W.. Elliot 
Johnson) took the chair at 3 p.m., and. 
read prayers. 


MEETINGS NEAR PARLIAMENT 
HOUSE. 


“Mr, TUDOR.—I wish to know from 
the Prime Minister if the proclamation 
which has been issued under the War 
Precautions Act, forbidding the assem- 
bling of more than a certain number of 
persons for the holding of meetings within 
a certain distance of Parliament House, 
_ prohibits the holding of meetings within 
the halls within the defined area. There 
- are at least four such buildings: the Pro- 
_ testant Hall, at the corner of Exhibition- 


~ Masonic 


and Little Collins-street; 
Hall, 


street 


Spring-street ? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The proclamation ap- 
plies not to the holding of meetings at all 


times, but only to the holding of meetings 
during the sittings of Parliament. 
terms are a replica of the provision in the 


Victorian Act, and the practice which has — 
been followed under that Act will be ob- — 


served in its enforcement. I assume that 
it will not apply to meetings within halls. 
The Government in issuing the proclama- 


Ite 


the +> 
in Collins-street; the 
Socialists Hall, in Exhibition-street; and 
the Church of England Mission Hall, in 


tion had not such meetings in mind, © 


Should its legal effect be greater than 
was intended, the 
be modified. Its object is to prevent the 
assembling of large bodies of persons for 
the purpose of overawing Parliament, and 
thus taking away the prerogative of my 


proclamation may | 


friends opposite to say what they please — 


about. the Government. 2 

Dr. MALONEY.—Will the Prime 
Minister have the proclamation printed, 
so that it may be widely distributed ? 

Mr. HUGHES.—It has received a 
fairly wide circulation, but I shall be 
glad to take such further steps as may be 
necessary to make it known where it is 
most likely to be of service. 


WAR-TIME PROFITS TAX 
ASSESSMENT BILL. 


Mr. HIGGS. Will the “Treasurer 405 = : 


day give the House an opportunity to 
consider the amendments which he pro- 


poses to move to the War-time Profits Tax ~ 


Assessment Bill 2» 


Sir JOHN FORREST.—I am afraid — 


that that will not be possible. It is the 


desire of the Government that honorable 
members shall to-day address themselves ~ 
to the motion for the second reading of _ 
the Bill, and express their views fully re- 
As soon as possible after the 


garding it. 
Bill has been read a second time, copies 


of the proposed amendments will be 2 


placed in the hands of honorable mem- 


bers, so that they may make themselves 


fully acquainted with what is intended 


before the Bill is considered in Commit- — 


tee. The Government wishes to give the 


House the fullest information, but it — 
would not be a wise thing to circulate — 
notices of amendments before Ministers — 
had heard what honorable members have 
to say regarding the Bill. — i 


oe NY ple dite hae 1 oe = 
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TASMANIAN MAIL SERVICE. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—In the event of 
the mail steamers which pass” between 
Melbourne and Tasmania being laid up, 
will steps be taken to provide for the car- 
riage of mails by the auxiliary schooners 
which trade between the mainland and 
Tasmania? 


Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—The Post- 


master-General is confined to his home: 


through illness, but I shall have this 
matter brought under his notice. He is 


already looking into the whole question of 


mail carriage, because of possible disturb- 
ances. 


Mr. McWrrtrams.—Tasmania being an 
island State, runs the risk of being shut 
off altogether from communication by 
mail. 3 
Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—Quite so, and 
the fullest and most serious consideration 
should be given to the matter. 


_ INDUSTRIAL CRISIS: STRIKE. 


Mr. BRENNAN.—In view of the un- 
dertaking by the Prime Minister that the 
industrial relations of employers and em- 
ployees- would not be varied in principle 
during the war, and in view of the fact 
that a serious and sudden departure was 


recently made from the industrial condi- 


tions in the New South Wales railway 
and tramway workshops, which has re- 
sulted in~a disastrous strike, will the 
Prime Minister, now that the matter has 
become one of Commonwealth concern, 


- convey the terms of his promise to the 


New South Wales Government, and sug- 


gest that the matter is one that might pro- 


_ perly be settled by arbitration? 


~ -Mr. HUGHES.—I am not aware that 


the subject-matter of the dispute falls 
properly within the category of industrial 
matters, but whether that be so or not, 
is is a condition precedent to all arbitra- 


tion that there shall not be a preliminary 


recourse to the strike. Therefore, unless 
and until work is resumed by the em- 
ployees, arbitration must be impossible 
and absurd. 


AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE. 

Mr. KELLY.—Has the Minister for 
the Navy recognised the enormous import- 
ance to Australia of aerial reconnaissance 
over the sea, and~has his Department 
taken steps, by attaching officers to the 
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Royal Naval Air Service, to get. infor 
mation on active service which would be 
immensely valuable to this country after — 
the war is over? Bg he 
Mr, JOSEPH COOK.—The honorable 
member has taken good care that I know 
something about this subject, for he has 
many times brought it under my notice. — 
I can only say that the matter is under 
the very serious consideration of the De- 
partment, with a view to taking steps for 
the inauguration of an Australian naval 
air service in connexion with Australian 
defence. For that purpose £5,000 has 
been already placed on the Estimates. 


INDUSTRIAL CRISIS. ‘a 
Sir WILLIAM IRVINE.—If I may 


do so without causing him any embarrass- 
ment, I should like to ask the Prime Min- 
ister whether he # prepared to inform 
the House of the attitude of the Govern- 
ment in'regard to the present industrial 
crisis ? 

Mr. HUGHES.—The general attitude 
of the Government has been already 
stated in the Proclamation I issued on be- 
half of the Government, and which was 
published in this morning’s press. There 
has been issued to-day a regulation, which 
will be gazetted during this afternoon, tio 
give effect to that policy, particularly as 
it 1s set out in the last paragraph of the 
Proclamation. The regulation reads as 


follows :-— 


40c. Any person who, by word, deed, or 
otherwise— 
(a) interferes with, impedes, prevents, or 
hinders the discharge, loading, coal- 
ing, or despatch of shipping, or the 
performance of -any _ industrial 
operation connected therewith or in- 
cidental thereto; or 
(6) interferes with or impedes any person 
who is engaged in, or dissuades, pre- 
vents, or hinders any person from 
the performance of any work con- 
nected with the discharge, loading, 
coaling, or despatch of shipping, or 
the performance of any such indus- 
trial operation, 
shall be guilty of an offence. 
The penalty for an offence is—On summary — 
conviction, a fine not exceeding £100, or im- 
prisonment not exceeding one year, or both, 
If tried on indictment, a fine of any amount, or 
imprisonment for any term, or both. 


That regulation will take effect from the — 
tinte of its gazettal this afternoon, and the © 
Government propose to take such steps 
as are necessary to promptly and effec- 
tively carry out its provisions. We have 
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gage in the national work may enroll. 


Industrial 
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~ Crisis, 


issued an appeal to the loyal citizens of 
this country to forthwith return to work, 
and to others, who were not engaged in 
the oceupations in which a cessation of 

work has taken place, to enrol themselves 
for national service. In addition the 
Government have warned all persons 
that any attempt to interfere in any way 
will be promptly and effectively dealt 
‘with. The regulation is the legal sanc- 
tion of that notification. It is proposed 
to establish forthwith in each city, places 
at which such persons as are willing to en- 


_ Men are now being engaged in stacking 
_ the wheat that is lying on trucks and was 
in danger of being destroyed or greatly 


- damaged by the rain. 


Watchmen have 


. been stationed at the stacks, where, as I 
said this morning, many ‘millions. of 


policy of the Government in regard to the: 
crisis is this: 


- people to-carry on the affairs of the coun- | 


pounds’ 


posed to 


worth of property is lying ex- 
attack by any evil-disposed 
person who chooses to take this oppor- 
tunity of destroying it. The general 


We regard the present 
industrial outbreak as an organized at- 
tempt to take the reins of government out 
of the hands of those duly elected by the 


try. It isan attempt to reduce democratic 
‘institutions to a farce. It is, in short, a 
belated effort by those who were defeated 


on the 5th May to set aside the will OL. 


the people. 


will be moré regular to obtain leave of 


Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The es 


able gentleman’s answer is rather long. 
The right honorable gentleman’s reply in- 


volves a lengthy statement of policy. It 


the House to sinks a statement. 


Mr. HUGHES.—TI have completed my 
remarks. 

Mr. HIGGS.—Do the Government ap- 
prove of the action of the New South 
Wales Government in introducing, during 


_ ‘war time, a card system which. is, without, 
~ doubt, responsible for the present trouble? 


_ of the honorable member, and the citizens — 


Mr. HUGHES.—TFI direct the attention 


of the country generally, to the very clear 
and unambiguous statement set out in the 


_ Proclamation this morning, that the Gov- 
ernment expresses no opinion as to the 


Ras oe aS 


2 


actions of the Commissioners of the New 
_ South Wales railways. 
_ cerned with the merits of the dispute, or 


We are not @on- 


a with the dispute itself.. What we are con- 


bie 
Pin Me 


_ cerned. whee is the es goa of 


ak Miss oe sees has_ bee 


the welfare of the country by unions ohio a 


have no dispute nor any pretext for any 
dispute. , 


There has been no card system 


introduced in connexion with the Wharf; 


Labourers Union as between employer and 


employee, or as between the seamen and a 


their employers. There is 
slightest reason in the world why the men 


engaged on the wharfs should have ree 
fused work. They interviewed me afew 


not the ps aS 


days ago and.asked me if I would ap- 2a 
point a commission of inquiry into the  — 


cost of living. I have appointed that 
commission, but, despite that concession, 
on the very next day they evolved 
another pretext, viz., that they would 
not be “‘ picked up’’ except at a certain. 
place. 
Monday, and, throwing all disguises aside, 


They abandoned that pretext on — 


lie 


said that they will not work till next Mon- — 


day. 
have gone to Sydney in motor cars. 
is an exhibition of the dire poverty that is: 


In the meantime, their delegates — 
This | 


said to be in our midst, and yet the honor-- Pe 


able member for. Capricornia ‘asked a 
question about the card system 1 in ne New 
South Wales railways. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! ! 


Mr. TUDOR.—May I ask you, ‘Nia 
Speaker, whether honorable members: 


generally will be allowed te debate the sub- : 


ject in this fashion ? 
Mr. 


Prime Minister suffers under an auricular 


disability, as honorable members are 
aware, and very often. does not 
hear the call from the Chair. How- ~ 


ever, when questions are asked which 
involve answers of unusual length, and 
practically amount to making a statement, 


it would be better if the Minister con- — 
cerned were to obtain the leave of the is 


House. 


Mr. CORSER.—<Will the Minister for 
the Navy say whether there is any dispute 


at the Cockatoo Island Dockyards in con- 


nexion with the card system, since he — 
understands that the men cael have a a 


out on strike? 


Mr. JOSEPH COOK:—The men at 


This state- 
ment is going beyond an answer to the > 
question that was asked. 


SPEAKER.— Unfortunately, the 


Cockatoo Island Dockyard are out on ~~ 


strike, but what for this deponent knoweth s . 


not. 


Mr. MATHEWS. —TI should like to ask 


the Prime Minister whether it is a pe 8 


Industrial 


pa rated b th steps of Parliament House 
under his instruction? If so, does he not 
think his action was a little indiscreeti! 
Mr. HUGHES.—I receive the honor- 
_ able member’s tidings as did Moses thati of 
_ those who met him with good news of the 
promised land, J did not know that Miss 
Pankhurst had been arrested on the steps 
of the temple, and I offer no observation 
as to whether the arrest was an _ indis- 
eretion or not. That is for the police to 
determine. I endeavour to live in peace 
with my fellow-citizens; above all, with 
my female fellow- citizens, and I am not 
going to say one word about the arrest. 
_ Mr. POYNTON. — I wish to ask the 
_ Prime Minister if it is not a fact that 
_ the card system has been in operation for 


many years in connexion with the job-_ 


printing branch of the Worker office, 
_ Sydney ? 
Mr, HUGHES.—I do not know. If 
it has been in use, I have no doubt it has 
been a great success. 
Mr, WEST.—I desire to i the Prime 
_ Minister a question relating to a matter 
so serious that, in order that he may be 
under no misapprehension when replying 
toit, I have had the question type- 
written, and shall present him with a 
copy of it. I wish to know whether the 
Prime Minister is aware that in the in- 


dustrial dispute in New South Wales” 


the.men have no objection to a mere 
change in clerical work? Is he aware 
that already a system of booking the time 


of work is in vogue, and that this pro- - 


vides ample data for readily arriving at 
» the cost of any and all work? Will the 
_ Prime Minister state if he is aware of 
what is meant by the ‘‘ card’’ system— 
the speeding up of a workman to his ut- 
most capacity, and pitting him against 
his fellows and against himself; a system 
3 Swhich 
Mr. SPEAKER 
JoHNSON).—Order ! 
Mr. WEST.—A system which aims to 
ha ta: the last semblance of manhood out 
0 
Mr. SPEAKER.<Order! — The _hon- 
-orable member is now going beyond the 
_ asking of a question. I would remind 
him that questions are intended, not to 
impart, but to elicit information, and 
that it is not in order to ‘embody in a 
question expressions of opinion or state- 
ments of fact. 
ee _Mr. WEST.—I did not desire, sir, to 
~~ commit any breach of the Standing 
ee Orders. I wish to ask the Prime Min- 
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ister whether he is aware of certain facts. 
If you say that I may not do that, then 


it seems to me, sir, that, having *regard mi 


to the present crisis, you are perpen 
a great injustice? oF 

Mr. SPEAKER. ae tec The hone: ; 
orable member must not cast any reflec- 
tion on the Chair. I merely carried oub 
the Standing Orders in calling the hon- — 
orable member to order. There are well 
known principles covering the asking of 
questions which honorable members must, 
observe. 

‘Mr. WEST.—I do not wish to cast ally 
reflection upon you, sir, but at this crisis 
in the history of Australia something 
more than what is allowable under the 
Standing Orders 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The hon- 
orable member must confine himself to 
the asking of a question, 

Mr. WEST.—I shall give notice of my ; 
question for to-morrow. 

Mr.- McWILLIAMS.—Will the Minis- 
ter for the Navy say whether it is a fact 
that- the employees in Cockatoo Island 
dockyard are at present on strike? . | 

Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—It is a fact 
that nearly all the employees are out, I 
think that the only exception at present 
is in respect of the Electrician’s Union, -~ 
and I understand that the members of 
that union are taking a ballot to deter- 
mine what they shall do. JI really think 
they ought to finish the job. 

Mr. FENTON.—In the absence of the 
Assistant Minister for Defence, I ask the 
Minister for the Navy whether the mili- 
tary police, who are among the large 
crowd outside this building, went there 
by order of the Minister for Defence or 
any authority of the Defence Depart- 


> ment ? 


Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—I_ have no 
knowledge as to who sent him there, if 
they are there. ; 

Mr. Fenton.—They may be _merely 
sight-seeing. 

Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—I take it they 
are there to keep the peace. 


Mr. Fen hat! The military — 
police ? 
Mr. Brennan.—The military police to — 


keep the peace. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! es 
Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—<And to pro- 
tect honorable members from molestation. 

Mr. Brennan.—Do you not see—— ~ 

Mr. SPEAKER.—The honorable 
member for Batman is out of order. 
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Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—TI do not know 
why this howling takes place. 

Mr. Brennan.—Because you are ap 
setting Hughes 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The honor- 
able member for Batman is again out of 
order. 

Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—I have already 
said that I do not know who sent the mili- 
tary police there. 

Mr. Fenron.—You have said 

Mr. SPEAKER.—The honorable mem- 
ber for Maribyrnong is out of order. 

Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—The honorable 
member asked why the military - police 

_ were there. I said I did not know, and 
I was proceeding to tell him why I 
thought the police were there. It is 

evident, however, that he does not want 
information. 

Mr, CONSIDINE.—I desire to ask the 
Prime Minister a question bearing on the 
statement made by him a few minutes 
ago. I wish to ask whether his resent- 
ment of the action of the President, and 
Secretary of the Melbourne branch of the 
Wharf Labourers Union in travelling to 
Sydney by motor car 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order ! 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—Is due to the tact 
that he himself travelled by a special 
train for which they paid 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! Questions 
of a personal character containing reflec- 
tions are not in order. 


PORT AUGUSTA TO KALGOORLIE 
RAILWAY STRIKE. . 


Mr. FOWLER.—Will the Minister for 
Works and Railways state whether there 
is still going on amongst, workers on the 
east-west railway a strike that is likely 
to seriously interfere with the completion 
of that work? 
Mr. WATT.—There is a strike on the 
eastern section of the east-west line. At 
the present time nearly all the men at 
that end are out, but, so far, the strike 
has not extended to those employed on 
the western section of the line. 
Mr. ANSTEY.—Mr. Speaker,—Am I 
in order in addressing a question to you, 
drawing your attention to the fact that 
in the basement of these premises there 
are something like 500 policemen? I 

understand that they are here to protect 
_ honorable .members from molestation. 
_ May I ask if I can have my quota here? 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. Ww. - Billiot Se 
Johnson).—I remind the honorable. mem-" 9% 
ber that frivolous questions are out of 
order. ae 

Mr. KELLY.—When the Minister for a 
the Navy was asked a question a moment __ 
ago with reference-to the military police, a 
I noticed that his answer was in reference 
to ordinary civil police. I desire to know 
whether the right honorable gentleman 
intended his answer to apply to the civil 
police or to the military police? In my — 
opinion, there is an important difference. — 

Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—It will be 
found, on reference to Hansard, that I 
clearly stated, in answer to the question, 
that I did not know anything about where. 


the police came from, or who sent them 


here. It is only the sinister minds oppo- — 
site which are trying to attach a signi- 
ficance to my answer. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—I must ask the hon- 
orable member to withdraw, that reflec- 
tion. 
Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—1 withdraw 
and apologize. | 

Mr. ANSTEY.—I desire to draw the 
attention of the Minister for the Navy to 
the fact that there is a fire-hose laid all. 
round these premises. I should like to — 
know whether that hose is connected with 
the right honorable gentleman’s Depart- 
ment. I take it that that is a fact; and 
I should like to know what the Minister 
intends to do with it. ; 

Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—I think a ques- oe 
tion about hose to put out fire comes ap- 
propriately from my honorable friend. 

Mr. HIGGS.—Why did not the Prime 
Minister, when he first heard of the New — 
South Wales trouble, endeavour to use his 
good offices to get a conference for the 
men in order to have the matter in -dis- 


pute settled by arbitration ? 


Mr. HUGHES.—What is my status in — < 
the matter? 

Mr. Hiees.—Are you not: Prime Min- 
ister of the Commonwealth ? 

Mr. HUGHES.—My right to interfere 
begins when the business of the country 
can no longer be carried on. Directly 
that occurs I consider that the Common- 
wealth ought to interfere, law or no law. — 
Directly we were told that we could not_ 
send our food to Great Britain, that we 
could not send our transports, and that — 
we could not even coal a hospital ship, 
I thought it was time to interfere. as 

Mr. BRENNAN.—I desire to ask the — 
Minister for the ve whether those a | 
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yor observations in the Proclamation pub- 
lished in ‘this morning’s press, over the 


name of the Prime Minister, impugning 


the loyalty and good faith of the principal 
sufferers in this strike, have the approval 
of the Government generally, and the ap- 
proval of the Minister himself ? 

. Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—Surely the hon- 
orable member does not expect me to 
answer that question ? 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—As the matter is 
of some importance to some of us, at any 
rate, I ask the Minister for the Navy whe- 
ther he is responsible for the military 
police being brought within the precincts 
of this House? 
Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—I should like 
to again make it clear that I know nothing 
whatever about these police—where they 
-eame from, who sent them, or for what 
purpose they are here. JI do not know 
whether they are civil police or military 
police. 

“Mr. MATHEWS.—Has the Prime 
Minister seen in the newspapers a report 
of a meeting of the followers of Pluto— 
I mean the Plutocrats, which are just the 
same—in South Australia, where one man 
remarked that some blood-letting of the 
_ workers would do good? Is that not in- 
citing to disorder and reyolt, and ought 
not some action to be taken in connexion 
with this utterance? The remark was 
made at a meeting of the Employers Fede- 
ration. 

Mr. Pornton.—It was not made in 
South Australia. 


Mr. HUGHES.—I have not seen that 


statement, but I have no hesitation in 
saying that if such a statement were made, 


the man who made it deserves the severest 


punishment that can be inflicted upon 
-him. It is the most contemptible and 
damnable thing to say. 

Mr. Tupor.—It was said in Western 
Australia, not South Australia. 

Mr. HIGGS.—TI desire to ask the Prime 
Minister whether he has seen a statement 
in the press to the effect that he last 

_ night said that he had not received from 
New South Wales any communication 
whatever concerning the strike, its pro- 
gress, or anything in relation to it, al- 
though the strike «affected the whole Com- 
monwealth, because it had led to trouble 


in which the whole Commonwealth had 


a8 been involyed? Did the Prime Minister 


re : e \ Port Augusta to Kalgoorlie [15 Aveust, 1917.] Ratlway Strike. — 1065 


give a pressman that information, in view 
of what appeared in the Age of 4th 
August, to the effect that Mr. Beeby, the 
Minister for Labour in New South Wales, 
had come over specially to Melbourne to 
consult with the Prime Minister and in- — 
form him about the strike? According — 
to that newspaper, the Prime Minister, 
when seen subsequently to his interview 
with Mr. Beeby, stated that that gentle- 
man had given him full particulars with 
regard to the state of affairs in New 
South Wales, and had discussed the 
general position resulting from the strike. 
Which is correct? Did the Prime Min- 
ister know about the strike, or did he not 
know about it? 


Mr. HUGHES.—What I said to the 
press last night was that, since I had seen 
Mr. Beeby, I had had no information, 
good, bad, or indifferent, of any sort or 
kind. Although I have asked to be sup- 
pled with information as to the position 
daily, I have not been so supplied from 
any source at all; and I think I ought 
to be. | 
_ Mr. HIGGS.—TI ask the Prime Min- | 
ister whether, when Mr. Beeby waited 
on him on the 3rd August, he did not 
assure Mr. Beeby that the Federal Go- 
vernment would stand behind the Go- 
vernment of New South Wales in regard 
to whatever action they took in connexion 
with the strike? 

Mr. HUGHES.—Such a question 
ought not to be put. I decline to answer 
it, beyond saying that it is absolutely un- 
true that there was any such request made 
or assurance given. The honorable mem- 
ber has a mind like a toad in a cesspit. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson).—Order! - I ask the Prime 
Minister to withdraw that statement, and 
apologize. 

Mr. Hucues.—What am I to with- 
draw ? ; 


Mr, SPEAKER.—The whole of the 


statement reflecting on the honorable 
member for Capricornia. | - 
Mr. HUGHES.—AII right. I with- 


draw it. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—I would remind the 
Prime Minister that the Presiding Officer 
must look to the head of the Government 
for assistance in the maintenance of 
order, The right honorable gentleman 
has made a very serious reflection on the 
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honorable member for Capricornia, and 
T think that he will see that it is his 
duty also to apologize. 

Mr. Huenues.—Very well; I withdraw 
the remarks, and apologize. 


KALGOORLIE TO PORT AUGUSTA 
RAILWAY. | 


TRAFFIC BRANCH. 


"Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—Is_ the 
Minister for Works and Railways in pos- 
session of the return he promised of the 
revenue and expenditure in the traffic 
branch of the transcontinental railway ; 
and, if so, will he lay it on the table? 

- Mr. WATT.—The return is completed, 
~and I shall have an eee to lay it 
on the table to-day. 


STOCKHOLM CONFERENCE. 


Mr. BRENNAN.—Has the Prime Min- | 


ister, in his official capacity or otherwise, 
made any representations to the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies with regard to 
representation by Britons ati the Stock- 
holm Conference? If the Prime Minister 
did make representations, what. were. the 
terms? 


Mr. HUGHES.—I did make represen- 
tations: I have not a copy of the cable 
here, and I do not know that if I:had I 
should be justified in stating what it was, 
because it was a secret communication to 
the-Secretary of State. I shall, however, 
endeavour to get the. cable, and having 

done so will read it; but, broadly, it was 

to the effect that I did not believe in the 
Stockholm Conference, and did not think 
that there ought to be British representa- 
tion thereat. 


HORSE BREEDING. 


Mr. RODGERS.—I wish to ask the 
Prime Minister, in the absence of the As- 
sistant Minister for Defence, if it is not a 
fact that, on the motion of the honorable 
member for Riverina, this House deter- 
mined some months ago that the Govern- 
ment of the Commonwealth should lay the 
foundations of a stud farm for the breed- 
ing of Defence horses. . In view of the 
dispersal of magnificent studs in the Old 
Country, and the consequent availability 
of the best blood in the world, will the 
Government avail themselves of the op- 
portunity to obtain some of this stock 


Gigs eed. SONAR ee AE eae ooh he on TR 
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‘with which to establish a stud farm for age 


horse breeding for Defence purposes ? 


Mr. HUGHES Ik “the “honoeala 


member will supply me with some data, i 
shall be glad to make inquiries. 


Mr. RODGERS.—‘Will the Prime Mine 


ister confer with the Minister for Defence, 
and will his Government confer with the 
British Government, with a view to se- 


curing for Australia and thus retaining — 
within the Empire the blood-horse studs of — 
Britain, which have taken centuries to — 


establish, instead of allowing them to be 
dispersed throughout the world ? 
Mr. HUGHES.—Yes, I shall. 
INDUSTRIAL CRISIS. : 
Mr. PALMER.—Will the Government 


consider favorably a suggestion that muni- 


cipal councils and other public bodies in 
rural districts should be moved to con- 
vene public meetings for the purpose of 
reading the Government’s proclamation 
relative to the strikes, and in order to 
give the public an opportunity of passing 


resolutions in support of law and order? 


Mr. HUGHES.—As the proclamation 
is directed to all citizens, the Government 
will be glad to avail themselves of the 


services of any municipal or anata coun- 


cil for that purpose. 


- TRANSFER OF RECRUITS. 


Mr. ARCHIBALD. — Last week I 
asked the Honorary Minister a question — 
relating to the transfer of infantry re- 


eruits to the artillery, but the Minister, ~ 


in furnishing a reply at a later date, at- 
tributed the question, to the- honorable. 
member for Adelaide. Will he see that 
the matter is corrected in Hansard? — 
Mr. COOK.—I 


correction has already been made. ~ 


WOOL TOPS. 


Mr. HIGGS.—When does the Prime ~ 


Minister propose to lay upon the table a 


. copy of the agreement between the Gore: 


vernment and the Colonial Combing and — 
Weaving Company, which was Des a, 
week ago ? 


Mr. HUGHES. —I will lay it on. the one 


table now. 


ENEMY SHAREHOLDERS, 


Mr. HIGGS asked the Prime ieee ue 


upon notice— 


1. Having reference to the public announce- oe 


ment in the press of 4th July last that ‘ action _ 


"AN 


was to be taken SHeENy to. put on fhe market — 


understand - that. the 
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Liquor Measure. 


hundreds of thousands of shares in Australian 
- eompanies which were held by_ persons of 
enemy origin prior to the war, and which were 
taken over by the Comptroller of Customs in 
the capacity of public trustee under the Trad- 
ing with the Enemy Act,” have any of the 
said shares been placed on the market? 
2. If so, how many were placed on the 
‘market, and how many sold? 

--8. Have any of the above-mentioned shares 
been sold by public auction? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
~ * low: — ; 
ge 1. No, but action will shortly 


be taken. 
5 aN. 2 and 3. See No. 1. . 


- 


>. 


GALVANIZED IRON AND FENCING 


: WIRE. 


Mr. GREENE (for Mr. Fremre) 
asked the Prime Minister, upon notice— 


1. Is he aware that quantities of galvanized- 
iron and fencing wire are being held by certain 
firms for a rise’ in prices? 
2. If so, will he take steps to see that this 
restriction to development and production 1s 
removed? i 

Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 

honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
RAO | 
3s 1. Inquiries will be made to see if this is so. 
few ei, Yes. 


-- ---—-s LIQUOR MEASURE. 


_ Sir ROBERT BEST asked the Prime 
Minister, wpon notice— 


--——s«44. Whether he has seen an article in the 
Argus, of date 25th July, headed ‘‘ Antiquated 
- ‘Units: The Proof Gallon ’’? es 
_---—s-: &. Was the announcement made to the press 
by the Advisory Council of Science and In- 
/~. dustry? _ , 

«8. Does it represent the views of the Ad- 
- visory Council? 


4 - Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 


honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
+ low:— 

< 

! 1, Yes. 

ie 2..An announcement was made to the press 


by the Advisory Council. In the paragraph in 
the Argus certain parts of that announcement 
were omitted. ‘ 
8. The paragraph substantially represents 
_. the views of the Advisory Council, but the 
' Council drew attention in their announcement 
to the fact that the estimation of alcoholic 
strength in terms of percentage composition 
- may be by volume or by weight; but it has 
not yet been decided which of these it would 
‘be more convenient to adopt. 
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AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE. — 


Generat Murray’s _ ComMMENDATION: — 
CoMMONWEALTH Bank INTEREST ON © 
Sonprers Pay. tia. 


Dr. MALONEY asked the Minister re-~ 
presenting the Minister for Defence, 
upon notice— 


ee ae 


y 


ae 


With reference to the reported statements — 
attributed to Brigadier-General Sir Robert 
that General Sir Archibald 


told him that he. (General Murray) would 
rather lose a aiffhion of other troops than a 
brigade of Australians, will the Prime Minis- 
ter, in justice to General Murray, cable to him 
to ascertain if the statement is correct? 


Mr. JENSEN (for Mr. Groom),— 
The Minister does not propose, to take 
action as suggested. 


Mr. GREENE asked the Treasurer, 


upon noltice— . 


Whether he can inform the House what rate 
of interest is being paid by the Common- 
wealth Bank on allotments of pay which are 
being paid into the Bank on behalf of soldiers 
on active service abroad? 


Sir JOHN FORREST.—The Gover- 
nor of the Commonwealth Bank has fur- 
nished the following reply :— 

Interest at the rate of 3 per cent. per an- 
num, calculated on the minimum monthly bal- 
ance at credit, is allowed on allotments of pay 
paid into the Commonwealth Bank on behalf 
of soldiers. The usual interest bearing limit 
of £300 is suspended in the case of soldiers, — 
and interest is allowed on the full amount to 
the credit of bond fide military depositors who 
are on active service abroad. . 


HOTEL TRADING HOURS. 
Mr. SINCLAIR asked the Prime Min- 


ister, wpon notuce— 
Whether the Government has come to any 
decision with regard to uniformly closing ali — 


bars for the sale of intoxicating liquor through- 
out Australia at 6 p.m.? 


Mr. HUGHES.-_No..: Thee uiaeter 40 


being considered. 


BONUS FOR IMPROVED 
CULTIVATOR. — 


Dr. MALONEY asked the Minister for 
Trade and Customs, upon notice— __ 


In the interest of the farmers, and’ in view 
of the absolute need of up-to-date tractor cul- 
tivation, will the Government consider the 
offering of a prize or a bonus to any engineer- 
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ing firm who will place on the market a con- 
vertible motor car that can be converted into 
a lorry for carries? and into a tractor for cul- 
tivating the la 


Mr. JENSEN.—The matter will be 
considered. 


SHIPBUILDING. 


He MALONEY asked the Miniter for 
the Navy, upon notice— 


Are there any officers in the Navy Depart- 
ment with the necessary experience of building 
merchant vessels; if not, in the interest of 
public expenditure, will the Minister employ 
officers from outside the Department who are 


possessed of the necessary qualifications ? 


Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—There are al- 
ready officers in the Navy Department 
who are qualified ship constructors. 


SMALL ARMS FACTORY RIFLES. 
Mr. JOHN THOMSON asked the 


- Minister representing the Minister for 


Defence, wpon notice— 


1. At what date was. the Minister first aware 
that the rifles made at the Small Arms Fac- 
tory, Lithgow, were not interchangeable with 
those now being made by the British Govern- 
ment? 

2. At what date does the Minister expect to 
have the rifles made at Lithgow interchange- 
able with the British rifle? 

3. Is it not a fact that more important altera- 
tions to the rifles than in the sighting, 
stated in Minister’s reply of the 8th instant, 
are necessary before the ammunition used in 
France can be used in the Lithgow-made rifle? 

4. What use, if any, is being made of the 
Lithgow rifles, seeing they are not interchange- 
able ? 

5, What steps have been taken by the Minis- 
ter to bring the output of rifles at Lithgow up 
to the stipulated capacity of the increased 
plant and double shift? 


Mr. JENSEN (for Mr. Groom).— 
The answers to the honorable member’s 
questions are as follow :— 


1. The honorable member has already been 
informed that the Australian rifle is inter- 
changeable with the British rifle, but that it 
requires some slight alteration in the sighting 
to fire Mark VII. ammunition effectively. It 
was in 1911 that the Minister first became 
aware of this. Since that time the matter has 
been the subject of communication with the 
British Government. 

2. It is expected that rifles sighted for 
Mark VII. ammunition will be produced at 
Lithgow in the course of the next six months. 

3. No. Minor alterations to other com- 
ponents are necessary, but sighting is obvi- 
ously the most important, seeing that the Mark 


Vil, ammunition is of lower trajectory. 


4. As a service rifle full use is being made 
of the Lithgow-made rifie in arming the troops. 
5. Every effort possible has been and is 


being made to bring the ontpue to the full 


capacity of the plant. 


ing consideration. 
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LIST OF FOOD PRICES. 


Dr. MALONEY asked the Prime Min- 


ister, upon notice— 


Will he consider the issuing of instructions site: 


that all shops, warehouses, and purveyors of _ 
fixed-price foods should have placed in a con- 
spicuous place a list of the prices of all fixed- 
price foods sold by them in order that the 
public may know the correct price to be paid? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The matter is receiv- 


The following papers were laid on the 
table : — 


Public Service Act—Promotion of A. J. 
Rutherford, Postmaster-General’s Department. 

War Precautions Act—Regulations Amended — 

—Statutory Rules 1917, No. 182. : 


PAPERS. | Ve Ee 


Wool Tops—Contracts and agreements. for 


sale and purchase between— 

Commonwealth Government and Whid- 
don Brothers Limited. 

Commonwealth Government and The 
Colonial Combing, Spinning, and Weay-. 
ing Company Limited. — 

Colonial Combing, Spinning, 
ing Company Limited and— 

é. Mitsui Bussan Kaisha Limited. 
Iwai and Company Limited. 
F. Kanematsu. 
F. Kanematsu. 


WAR-TIME PROFITS TAX > 
ASSESSMENT BILL. 


Srconp READING. 


Debate resumed from the 10th Ane 
(vide page 1016), on motion by Sir Jone 
ForrREsT : — 

That this Bill be now read a second time, 

Sir WILLIAM IRVINE (Flinders) — 
{3.50]—After the mild excitement that 


we have had a discussion of the provisions __ 


of the War-time Profits Tax Assessment 


salutary, effect on honorable members. 
Personally, I do not intend to offer my- 
self as. the necessary sedative, as on 
Friday last I had practically concluded — 


and Wanee = 2 
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— 


Bill shouid have a soothing, if not a 


what I had to say about the Bill at this 


stage. The other matters to which I 


shall address myself are rather matters to ae 
be discussed in Committee than on the — 


motion for the second reading. I wish to. 
refer once more to the fact that the mea- 


sure seems insufficient for the purpose for . 


which it was introduced, the total amount 
of money which the Treasurer anticipates _ 


to receive from the imposition of the pro- 


posed tax hardly warranting the introduc- © 
tion of AN By 
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the taking away, by means of a war-time 
profits tax, of 75 per cent. of the excess 


profits gained during the last two years’ 


of the war period is, perhaps, the worst 
way in which money could be raised. 
Members are at one in thinking that the 
heaviest taxation should be levied on war 
profits; but if we tax at the rate of 75 
per cent. excess profits which are not war 
profits, we shall be taxing heavily a small 
section of the community, and following 
a course prejudicial, and possibly ruin- 


ous if carried very far, to the country’s 


interests. Like all the other countries en- 


_ gaged in this terrible war, we shall have 
shortly to face the most serious commer- 


cial and industrial position with which 
we have yet been confronted. There is 
nuw taking place an enormous destruction 
of the working capital of the community, 


and the task of reconstruction will require 
all the energy, organizing ability, and 


capital which can be devoted to it. Even 
then, it will prove almost overwhelming 
in magnitude and danger. If we are to 
succeed, we must maintain and restore 
our necessarily lowered credit and capi- 
tal, so that the community may be in a 


condition to apply its energies to the pro- 


duction of wealth. Putting aside the 


_ proposal to tax war profits, let us deal 


with the Bill as a proposal to tax profits 


that are not war profits, but have arisen 
from greater skill or good fortune in the 
conduet of business. If you tax such pro- 
fits at the rate of 75 per cent., you do the 


- utmost to weaken the springs of energy 


and enterprise. 


For that reason, as I 
said on Friday last, the only justification 


_ for so enormous and confiscatory an im- 


position as this is that it is a tax on 


Sa 


war profits, and on war profits only. If 
it is not such a tax, it should be brought 
as near to that definition as_ possible. 
There are many provisions in the Bill to 
-which I shall refer in Committee; but I 
appeal to the Minister in charge of it to 
adopt the course which alone will enable 
it to be made workable, and to be applied 
with justice, and that is to make it ap- 
pear, on the face of it, that its object is 
to tax the profits which have arisen by 
reason of the war, and to tax nothing 
else. Such taxation should apply to all 


_ persons who have derived such profits, 


a 


J 
Pant 
~ 


Mr. FINLAYSON (Brisbane) [3.56]. 
_ —WMy attitude in regard-to the Bill will 


_— without any exemption whatever. 


as 


= 


be easily and briefly stated. On the 8th 
ecember last I expressed the view that — 
a measure such as this is not caleulated — 


to accomplish the results desired by the — 


people. I object to this Bill for the rea- 
sons for which I objected to the last Bill. 
It is not what it represents itself to be, 
nor what the people had a right to ex- 
pect, nor what they think it is. The 
people and the Government are of opinion 
at it is perfectly right to tax profits 
nade in war time. 
-Mr. Fowrzr.—Profits made because of 
the war? | 
Mr, FINLAYSON.—Yes. This. Bill 
has not been framed for that purpose; 
andif it had been, it would be rather a 
reflection on us than anything for which 
we might claim credit. There is a pecu- 
liar anomaly in the fact that during war 
time a section of the people should be 
able to so increase prices as to make ex- 


-ceptional profits. Surely where patriotism — 


was anything better than what Dr. John- 
son called it, ‘‘ the last. refuge of a scoun- 
drel,’’ it would be impossible for any man 
or any company tio reap rich rewards in 
profits during a period of national 
struggle and danger. It is to our shame 
and disgrace, and indicates our inability 
to meet the systems that are operating 
in the world to-day, that) there should be 
war profits; but during this, as during 
every previous war of which we have any 
knowledge, the same thing has happened. 
We have had in Great Britain, Russia, 
France, and Germany, exposures of enor- 
mous profit making, and in to-day’s news- 
papers there is an instance of the way in 
which America, who is now our Ally, took © 
advantage of our National necessities 
earlier in the war. In one factory alone ° 
the British people are now making a profit 


of £8,000,000 over the prices charged by 


American manufacturers for the same 
goods. If the Bill sought to minimize 
the possibility of profit making during the 
war, there mighti be some attractiveness 
about it, but neither in the measure nor 
in the speech of the Treasurer do I find 
any reason for thinking that it will put 
a stop to the making of profits during war 
time. 

Mr. Corser.—If no_ profits were 
allowed; all businesses would be closed, 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—I hope to reply to 
the interjection later in exactly the terms 
that I used on the 8th December last. I 
wish to know what is to be done to pre- 
vent the making of profits during war 
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time. [am more 5 dealers) of ences the portunity of Sophie: My point is 
profiteer than of taking part of his excess that £5,000,000 has been made in pro- — 


profits. The Treasurer, in his second- 
reading speech, correctly pointed. out that 
the profits made because of the war in 
Australia are in a different; category from 
those made by manufacturers in the 
Mother Country or in Canada, where 
hugé Government orders for the manu- 
facture of munitions have been placed. 


Australian merchants, having had no such 


orders, have made profits, not out of the 


- British Government, but out of our own 


people. Our war expenditure has been 
about £100,000,000, and I cannot! 
imagine that it -has been — distributed 
through the various channels along which 


it has flowed at a less profit than 5 per 


_ £1,000,000 


5. policy is. 


should “adopt any such measures. 


cent. The Treasurer proposes to secure 
£1,000,000 of this £5,000,000 of profit 
over a period of two years. It is a rather 
significant sidelight on the proposal that 
the ‘Treasurer, in seeking for £9,000,000 
to make-up the deficit provides for war- 
time profits taxation amounting to 
for two years, and for 
£500,000 by taxing widowers and single 
men between the ages of twenty-one and 
forty-five years. No matter what) may be 
the underlying motive of the latter tax, 
the public will regard it as economic con- 
scription, as intended to force young men 
between the ages of twenty-one and forty- 
five years to enlist. 

Mr. 
tween those ages, not merely on eligibles. 

Mr. Tupor.—The Treasurer has not yet 
made a definite statement regarding the 
proposal. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—No doubt there 
will be many exemptions and extensions, 


but in the public mind the idea is rooted, 
and I think quite correctly, that this pro-. 


posed tax on single men and widowers 


without children is another effort, not. so 


much to raise revenue as to force men to 
enlist. I do not think the Treasurer 
Rightly 
or wrongly the country has declared 
against conscription, and the Govern- 
ment have been fairly honest, and the 
Director-General of Recruiting particu- 
larly honest—I give them credit for it— 
in pointing out what the Government’s 

If that is true in regard to 


one aspect of conscription, it ought to be 


lene true in regard to the financial 
aspect. However, I do not wish to labour 


: ie: point, because when the proposed 


tax comes before us we shall have an nee? 


Corser.—It is a tax on all be-. 


fits out of expenditure on the war. 
Treasurer says that he sees his way to 
take only £1,000,000. 


Sir Joun Forrest.—I will take all re Re 


can get, but I am not sure of the amount. 


This sum is in addition to the income tax 1 


which they all pay. 
Mr. 


ment on the 30th August, 1916, said— 


pee: ses 


FINLAYSON.—May I remind — 
honorable members that the Prime Minis- 
ter, when making his Ministerial state- 


There must be, as far as humanly possible, 


equality of sacrifice. Wealth has its duties ; 
it owes all it has to the State, and must be 
prepared, if necessary, to sacrifice that all to 
the State. 


responsibilities. 

All other considerations must be 
aside. 
our every action. 


swept, 


Many wealthy men have responded — 
nobly to the call of duty; others have not. 
But they cannot be allowed thus to evade their 


One great principle must now govern _ 
Whatever is necessary for 


the salvation of the country ‘must be done; 


and, since we are calling upon men to sacri- 
fice their lives, we ought not to, and shall 
not, hesitate to compel men to sacrifice their 
wealth, 

Mr. Corser.—There is nothing wrong 
about that. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—No; 
approved of the idea then. 
Treasurer still approve of it? 


Does the 


Sir Jonun Forrest.—That is what is. a 


taking place to-day. 
Mr. 
honorable gentleman ask the people to 


FINLAYSON.—Does ‘the risk me 


the House. es 


accept this War-time Profits Bill as an ~ 
indication of the intention of the Govern- __ 


ment to compel wealth to accept its share 


of its responsibilities in connexion with 


the war ? 
Sir Jonn Forrest.—lIt is one means. 


Those who make money must pay some of 


it to the Treasury. 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—The 


is a very feeble, harassing, and unsatis- 
factory method. 


Treasurer ; 
 Toust admit that if this is one means it 


I agree entirely with — x 


the right honorable member for Flinders 


in questioning whether, if the Treasurer’s — 
estimate - of receipts from this tax 18.2% 
based upon reliable figures, the Bill is, fis 


worth having. 


Sir Joun Forrest. aa million pounds by 


not worth having? 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—The 


Treasurer re 
need not put it that way. It is not Bo 
question of whether a million pounds can as 
or cannot be got, but whether this 2 is the 

best way of ere it. ie, MRS oak ‘ 
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‘2 hg Sir Joun Forrest.—I think it is a very delving into business methods, the em- 
good way. Those who have made the ployment of a number of clerks who will 


money must pay some of it. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—I agree that 
those who make money should pay, but 

I do not think that this Bill represents 
the best way of making them do tat. 
Already, with very good reason, there 
is considerable restiveness amongst the 
‘commercial classes generally because of 


the Federal and State Governments. 
This war-time profits tax will involve an 
additional burden. More returns will be 
required, and if the particulars sought by 
the Treasurer in the Bill are insisted 
upon they will involve practically another 


- OT = 


Net Profit. 


the multiplicity of returns demanded by 


do nothing else but resurrect old returns, 
and look through accounts, and even — 
hen there will not be the slightest 
guarantee that the results will even ap- 
proximate what they ought to be. Com- — 
panies are too clever nowadays, and ac- 
countants are too agile, not to be able to 
so arrange their balance-sheets as to prac- 
tically hide their profits. It is almost 

impossible to actually discover the per- 

centage of profits made by any ordinary 

company, although we do get occasional 

glimpses of what is taking place. For in-. 
stance, these are the war profits made in 

connexion with the shipping industry in 

England :— st, 


~ 


Year, Earnings. Expenses. Profit Tax. Balance, Capital. Dividend: 
os, £ oe £ £ £ £ 
1913 | 127,000,000 | 107,000,000 | 20,000,000 Nil 20,000,000 | 192,000,000 103 % 
674 % 


1916 | 410,000,000 | 160,000,000 | 250,000,000 | 115,000,000 | 135,000,000 | 200,000,000 


- The profits were £50,000,000 in excess of 
the capital. That indicates what is taking 
place in the Old Country. But I do not 
+ suggest that the same-sort of thing is 

happening in Australia. I donot believe 
- that the shipping companies or the manu- 
. faecturers in Australia are making the 
same profits as are being made on the 
other side of the world. They have 


inflated prices and placed fictitious values - 


on commodities, but so far from the Go- 
_vernment doing anything to protect the 


_ people against the rise of prices, this Bill 


not only says in effect, ‘‘ We will take 
some of your profits from you,’’ but 
practically encourages men to make more 
and more profits. 

Mr. Corser.— Does the honorable 
member say that this Bill is inequitable ? 

. Mr, FINLAYSON.—J do. 

: Mr. Corszsr.—Do you know that the 
Brisbane Chamber of Commerce says that 
it is equitable ? | 

Mr, FINLAYSON.—TI have received a 

- eommunication stating that the Brisbane 

- ~Chamber of Commerce has passed a mo- 

tien to the effect: that the principle of the 

taxation of war-time profits appears to 
be equitable. I have no objection to the 

- Chamber of Commerce. expressing that 

view, but surely I may be allowed, with 

all humility, to hold a different opinion. 
Tsay now, as I said on the 8th December 


Wa en, 
Pe 


> ath 


4 
- 
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‘effect upon investments. 


‘takings. 


last, that I do: not like the principle of 
this tax. If money is required there is 
an easier and less harassing way of get- 
ting it. ; 

Sir Joun Forrest.—Let us hear it. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—I shall repeat 
what I said last year to the previous Trea- 
surer on this matter, as reported in Han- 
sard, page 9629, vol. Ixxx.— — 

Mr. Poynron.—What is the honorable mem- 
ber’s alternative? He believes, F suppose, | 
that we should make provision for returned 
soldiers. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—Absolutely, My alter- 
native is to pile up the income taxation. I 
would take income, but not capital. The sug- 
gestion to take capital has already had an 
I think that the Go- 
vernment should discourage ‘‘ wild-cat’”’ pro- 
posals; but everything possible should be done 
to encourage investment in enterprises making 
for the development of the country and the — 
employment of its people. ee 
I say that the tax is inequitable because 
it will hit people who have not-made pro- 
fits on account of the war, although they 
have made profits in war time. I know 
of . businesses which were in a bad posi- 
tion prior to the war, but, having 
changed hands and new methods having ~ 
come into operation, they became con- — 
verted from losing into profitable under- 
Their profits are being made 
during war time, but are not made be- 
cause of the war. They are not made — 
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through the supply of any commodities 
needed for the war; yet the owners are 
to be penalized because they have made a 
success of their business. This tax will 
be inequitable also because it will make 
it more difficult to get people to invest in 
industries. | With the possibility of such 
a war-time profits tax operating, what 
company or individual would launch out 
into expenditure in the establishment of 
new industries? In the Bill there is 
nothing to encourage industry, but every- 
thing to discourage it. | No honorable 
member of the House would be prepared 
to invest money in starting a new indus- 
try, because the profits he might make 
would be taken from him. 

Mr. Corser.—There is a 10 per cent. 
reserve. — 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—I know there is a 
10 per cent. reserve and a £200 exemp- 
tion. But the alternative, the increase 
of the income tax, is so much easier, that 
there is no necessity for this impost. That 
brings me back to the point that business 
people will be further harassed by this 
additional investigation of their books, 
and that there will be another expensive 
Department created. We shall be simply 
piling agony on agony without any cor- 
respondingly satisfactory result. For an 
additional income tax or super-tax the 
machinery is already in existence. We 
have the officers and the returns, and all 
we have to do is to compute the addi- 
tional tax. Against such a tax as I am 
suggesting nobody would complain, be- 
cause the loyalty and patriotism of the 
Australian people is so developed that 
no honest man would object to any equit- 
able tax imposed for the purpose of doing 
justice to our soldiers. 

Mr. Sampson.—Does the honorable 
member think that profits made as a 


direct result of the war should be levied © 


on only to the same extent as profita 
made in the ordinary course of business, 
and not traceable to the war? 

“Mr. FINLAYSON.—The amount of 
profits directly traceable to the war is so 
small, comparatively speaking, that it is 
not worth while establishing new ma- 
chinery to net a share of them, especially 
when the Government could achieve their 
desire so easily by means of the income 
tax. 

Mr. Sampson.—The profits are confined 
to very few people. é 
Mr. FINLAYSON. — That supports 
- my argument that there is no necessity 
_ for this Bill. : 


‘able to the war. 
total profits the amounts made during the. 


Mr. Sampson.—The businesses may che ove 
few, but the profits may be considerable. _ 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—I suppose the 


Treasurer has some grounds for his esti- __ 


mate of £1,000,000 for two years’ opera~ 
tion of this tax. 


of the commercial community, and the 
introduction of new machinery: That 
estimate must include the tax on not 


But even that estimate 
does not justify this Bill, the harassment. 


only profits made because of the war, but — % 


also the larger portion of profits made 


during war time, but not directly trace- 


If we deduct from the 


war, but not traceable to the war, we 


shall have but a very small amount of war 


profits to be taxed. ; ) 
When I was discussing this matter last. 
year, the honorable member for Flinders 
(Sir William Irvine) asked how I 
would. give effect to my suggestion 
zm regard to the limitation of pro- 
ts. 


I pointed out then, as I have — 


to point out now, that with an income tax — 


on the one hand, and the fixation of prices 
on the other, we could practically, if not 
wholly, prevent the making of profits dur- 


ing war time, and also protect the public 


from inflated prices. We have the ma- 
chinery at our disposal at the present 


time, but the Government have made but __ 
little honest effort to fix prices. I quite 


admit all the difficulties associated with 
such an effort. I know, too, the evolu- 
tionary aspect of the movement. This 


war, however, has made very easy many 
‘things which were ‘previously considered 
The fixing of prices has been > 
accepted by every country to-day as neces- — 


impossible. 


sary to secure, not only success in the war, 


but the protection of their own people. — 


If we associated with an income tax the 
fixing of prices, we could achieve a much 
better result than would be possible under 


this Bill, and could achieve it at much aor 


less cost. 


Mr. Corser.—It could be done more — a 


equitably under this Bill than under the 


income tax. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—We may agree to _ ; 


differ on that point. 


and I think it is true to only a limited 
extent—that we have in Australia people 


This Bill will not 
help us in any way to reach the people ~ 
whom we desire to reach. If it is true— 


who are making money out of the war, 
then, to my mind, we can get at them 


only by subjecting them to an income tax — 
both hot and strong. There are in Aus- 
tralia to-day people who are making huge __ 


wl SS 
UFR ae 


profits, not directly out of the war—not 
_ by supplying goods to the Imperial Go- 
vernment, not by manufacturing shells or 
anything of that sort—but by purely 


artificial increases in the prices of com- 


modities. We want to put a stop to that 
sort, of thing, but we shall not do so either 
by an income tax or a war-time profits 
tax. There is only one way of accomplish- 
_ ing our purpose, and that is by so severe 
a limitation of prices as will prevent 
‘people making profits during the war. 
‘ Mr. Herrmann.—A 
- profits. 
~ - Mr. FINLAYSON.—Quite so, and we 
_ €an only limit profits by limiting prices. 
I see no other way of achieving our object. 
I was interested in reading the other 
day that Mr. Henderson, who was, until 
very recently, a member of the British 
War Cabinet, had said that if we had 
tried to get compulsion of wealth, the war 
would have been over before the Bill was 
through the House of Commons, If 
this Bill was even an instalment of a con- 
scription of wealth, as we understand the 
_ term—and I confess it is almost: impossible 
to give a definition of what is meant by 
““conscription of wealth ’’—there would 
be some satisfaction in the minds of the 
people. But this Bill does not propose to 
tax wealth. It does not propose to hinder 
profiteering, or to put any limit to profit- 
making. It does not propose in any way 
to prevent people amassing as much 
- wealth as they can. It says, in effect, to 
such people, ‘‘ You can go on making 
__-profits—you can go on putting up prices 
as much as you like, but let the Govern- 
ment have a share of the loot.’’ 
* Sir JoHn Forrest.—They would not 
_ make any profits if the Government pro- 
posed to take all profits. They would not 
work for nothing any more than the hon- 
_ orable member would. ; 
_ Mr. FINLAYSON.—I have pointed 
out that the very fact that the Govern- 
_ ment propose to share the loot with the 
profiteers is not going to encourage what 
we want more than anything else, and 
that is the utilization of capital in enter- 
prises and industries so as to make 
wealth. If I thought this Bill would 
help in that direction, I would support it. 
a, I can find in it, however, nothing that 
_ would help such a thing. 
} Mr. Sampson.—Under this. measure we 
ean help to do what the honorable mem- 
ber suggests only by providing for liberal 
exemptions. — | 
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Mr. FINLAYSON.—I am entirely 
with those who disapprove of the proposed 
exemptions. There should be no exemp- 
tions whatever. 9 


Mr. Sampson.—So that the honorable — 
member wishes to make this, not a War — 
Profits Bill, but a War-time Profits Bull. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—I do not desire 
to make anything of it. 1 do not believe 
in the principle, and am not in favour of — 
the Bill. As I have already said, it is a 
fraud, since it is not what it pretends 
to be. 


The Newfoundland Upper House has 
rejected a Bill for the taxation of busi- 
ness profits arising out of war revenue. 
That Chamber, I suppose, is a fair replica 
‘of most of the Upper Houses in the world, 
I know that the British House of Lords 
was not very favorably disposed to the 
War-time Profits Bill, but it had to make 
the best of it. Mr. Bonar Law, in a 
parliamentary paper, says that the num- 
ber of income taxpayers in the United 
Kingdom inereased from 1,200,000 in 
1913-14 to 3,200,000 in 1916-17. What 
has been the increase in the number of 
income taxpayers in Australia during the 
war period? TI believe there has been a 
very general advance in the incomes of 
business people during the war. Why 
should not the Treasurer avail himself of 
the Income Tax Act, with all the 
machinery now at his disposal, to reach 
the money so made? By means of the 
income tax he could raise a million with 
much less trouble to himself and the com- 
munity than would be possible under this 
Bill. : 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostrr.—And with prac- 
tically no more expense. — 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—With no 
crease on the present expenditure. 

Mr. Corsrr.—In that event, a lot of 
people would be penalized, while many 
who have made war-time profits would 
escape. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—No one escapes 
an income tax. 

Mr. Sampson.—Would the honorable 
member levy income tax on the incomes of 
enterprises like the baser metal com- 
panies and shipping companies at the 
same rate as_that imposed on incomes 
generally? : 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—I certainly would 
make the basis of income: tax payments 


in- 
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practically the same all round. 
do so for the reason that it is difficult to 
distinguish between income derived from 
any man’s individual exertions and in- 


comes derived from his being associated 


with other men, ‘There is_ certainly 
something to be said in fayour of the man 
who makes his income by his own indivi- 
dual exertions rather. than by the employ- 
ment of the brains and the abilities of 
other men. Admittedly there is a dif- 
ference, but, after all, the income comes 
from the same people. It is made prac- 
tically in the same way, because indivi- 
dual application must apply all the time. 
I do not think there is room for making 


these differentiations, which at all times 


cause trouble and annoyance to the Go; 


vernment Departments as well as a good 


deal of heart-burning on the part of the 
people affected. They are more of .an 
annoyance than a help to the Govern- 
ment Departments. 


I notice with considerable interest that 
Mr. Booker, M.L.A., of Queensland 
Mr. Frenton.—tIs he a good Labour 
man, or is he a colleague of the honorable 


member for Wide Bay (Mr. Corser). 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—He was a col- 


league of the honorable member for Wide 


Bay. On 11th August, 1914, he said— 


I have discussed the question of prices during 
the last few days with a great number of 
cattle and sheep breeders, and I have not met 
one man who has not stated that he would be 
prepared to sign an agreement fixing the price 
for the output during the war at the mean 
basis price of a week previous to the outbreak 
of war. That is the sentiment in the heart of 
almost every cattle and sheep breeder. 


Mr. Corsrr.—There is nothing wrong 
with that. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—It is a very fine 
sentiment, with which I heartily agree. 


'Mr..Corsrr.—The Queensland Govern- 
ment would not allow what would have 
been a patriotic action on the part of the 
meat and wool producers if they had 
agreed to accept for the period of the war 
the prices in operation at the beginning 
of the war. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fosrur.—The price, of 
meat at that time was high. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—It was then 25s. 


_ per cwt., whereas it is now about 45s. per 


cwt. 


Mr. Corszer.—What is the honorable 


member’s authority for those prices? 


I would 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—I. have taken, 
Incom- 


them from the Sydney Bulletin. 
menting on Mr. Booker’s statement, the 
Sydney Bulletin wrote— wet): 


The price was then 25s. per cwt.; in Queens- 


land now it is about 45s., and still there is an. 


outery against the Ryan Government for so 


fixing prices that the northern meat grower 


is making nothing by comparison with the 
southern pastoralist. 
has bred contempt in the profiteer for most of 
the fine patriotic sentiments it started off 
with. But that is no reason why the instine- 
tive justice of the early sentiments should’nt 


‘still be recognised by the Government, which 


has to finance the war. 


The world is deluged with war, and there 
is trouble, sorrow, and difficulty in all 
the affected countries. However anxious 
we may be to see the end of the war, there 
is only one opinion in the minds of hon- 
orable members, and that is that! we should 


secure a speedy and honorable peace. 


While the war lasts, there is one class in 


the community who may have a different — 


opinion; and though that class is small, it 


Familiarity with war, 


exercises wonderful power and influence. ~ 


I refer to that section which, in our Own 
and every other country, is making money 
out of the war. Selfishness is stronger 
than their patriotism; and the conse- 
quence is that while the masses of the 


people are feeling the burdens of the war 
—facing the taxation, sorrow, suffering, © 


and sacrifice—these few others are mak- 
ing profits. 
whereby this profiteering may be put a 
stop to? The opportunity is easier in 


Australia than in any other country, be- | 


cause, as I pointed out before, we are not 
directly interested in the manufacture of 


Cannot we find some method ~ 


any of the necessities of the war. We are — 


more’ concerned about keeping up the 


food supply, and are not in the same posi-- 


tion as some of the other countries, where 
there are huge contracts, with enormous 
opportunities for money making. 
are more in the nature of a people who 


are being bled to pay for those contracts 
-in other countries, rather than getting 


any backward flow from that expenditure 
of money; other countries are growing 
rich at, our expense. 


ting richer and richer in consequence of 


‘the war. This is not directly because of 
the war, but they are able to take adyan- 
tage of the fact of the war to increase 
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The unfortunate 
thing is that, even in Australia, though — 
we have not those direct opportunities, — 
there are a number of people who are get- 
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way of winning the war. 
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their profits. That is not a position that 


ean commend itself to honorable members 
% on either side, nor one that would appeal 


to the honest, intelligent mind of any citi- 
zen. I am more concerned about finding 
a way of stopping these profits than I am 


» about permitting people to go on making 


them, and then imposing taxation. Pre- 
vention is better than cure, even in pro- 
fiteering in war time. 

Mr. Poynwron.—Would you not take 
any of the profits from these people? 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—Yes; but by a 
different method. I have already quoted 


areply that I gave to the honorable mem- 
ber for Grey (Mr. Poynton), when Trea- 
_ gurer, last December, that my alternative 


then, as it is now, was to use the income 


tax for this purpose, and to fix prices. 


As I have said, my attitude in regard to 
this Bill is easily and briefly stated. I 
am trying to find out if it represents one 
I have pro- 
mised that I will assist the Government 
in every possible way to winjthe war; and 
if the Treasurer tells me that this Bill 


is necessary for that purpose, I shall have 
_ to support it. I cannot see, however, how 
this measure is going to help to win the 


’ 


& 


war; but I do see in it tremendous op- 
portunities for annoying the public, 
harassing the business community, and 


doing in a roundabout way what we could 


accomplish in a direct way. Therefore, 
I am prepared to oppose the Bill. 

Mr. Wisn.—It was the policy of the 
last two Governments. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—Quite so; but I 


was opposed to that policy then. I know 


such a measure was part of the policy of 


the Labour party at, the last election; but 
I was quite frank with my constituents, 
and said that, so far as I. was concerned, 
I did not place any value whatever on a 


-War-time Profits Tax Bill, either as a 
means of raising revenue or of prevent- 


oat 


ing profiteering. There is nothing in the 
Bill to prevent people making money. 

_ Mr. Pornton.—And when there is a 
chance of taking some of the profits, you 
suggest that we should not do so. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—That is not so; 
but I would take the profits in another 
way. 

- Mr. Poynron.—An income tax would 


; penalize everybody. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—Not necessarily, 


because we could impose a super-tax. [ 
agree with Mr. Arthur Henderson, who, 


~, 


[15 Aveusr, 1917.] 


that affect the Germans? 


» Bills, 


- 


Assessment Bill. _ 1075 
quite recently, just before he became a 
member of the British Government, said - 
that if Great Britain tried to impose com- 
ulsion of wealth the war would be over — 
efore the Bill was through the Houses of 
Parliament. a toe 
Mr. Poynton.—In what way would 
It is absurd! 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—Mr. Henderson’s — 


statement may be absurd in the opinion — 


of the honorable member, but I think ~ 
that what was in his mind, as it is in the 
mind of all of us, was that there are a 
number of people in the community who 
are making much profit out of the war, 
and who will be the more satisfied the 
longer the war lasts. Even the British 
Government, has introduced a Bill to tax 
war-time profits, and estimates to receive 
from this source £200,000,000 during the 
current year. ee 

Mr. Fostrr.—But in England they are 


making munitions of war, and we are not, 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—The British Go- 
vernment estimates to receive that amount 
during the third year on an 80 per cent. 
taxation, though they know that the 
profit making is going on all the time. 

Mr. Poynron.—The English measure is 
on exactly the same principle as our own, 
although ours is a litle more liberal. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—The facti that 
something of this kind is necessary In 
England is no reason why the same thing 
should ‘be imposed here. We have almost 
slavishly followed the precedent set us by 


‘the British Government in our war legis- 


lation. 

Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—In this Bill? 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—And in other 
A Daylight Saving Act was passed 
in England, and we immediately rushed 
one through here, only to discover later, 
what we ought to have known at the time, 
that. the meteorological conditions there 
are quite different from our own. The 
position of England in regard to war 
profits is not at all a basis for similar 
legislation here; the same standards are 
not in operation. If honorable mem- 
bers could show that profits are being 
made here on the same lines as in Eng- ~ 
land, there might be a justification for 
following the British precedent, 

Mr. Poynton.—Is there a business firm _ 
in this or any other city that has not 
marked up prices on the stocks they had 
in hand? 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—That 
true; but how is the Bill going to stop — 
them? What the Bill really says is, “‘Go — 


is quite 
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on making profits, and as fash as you 
make them, give us our share—go 
ahead !”’ 

Mr. Poynton.—lIs not a tax of 75 per 
cemt. better than doing nothing, as the 
honorable member proposes ? 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—I do not: suggest 
that we should do nothing. On the con- 
trary, I say that what we can do more 
easily is to increase the income tax, and 
stop the inflation of prices. 

Mr. Corser.—And stop importations! 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—TI place no limit 
on my desire to stop importations, because 
the more we can manufacture in Aus- 
tralia what we need for ourselves, the 

better for the country. 

Mr. Corser.—Quite so, if we can do it. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—We cannot do it 
to-morrow, but we can prepare to-morrow 
to do it next year; and in this connexion 
the Bill will not help us. The measure is 
not what it pretends to be. It will not 
impose a tax on war profits; and it 1s go- 
ing to be a serious handicap to people who 
are carrying on legitimate business in 
Australia. It will not do what we desire 
in the way of limiting the price of the 
commodities of life; it will not help the 
Government to obtain revenue, or the 
people to establish and carry on their 
businesses more easily; buti. it will cut 
right across everything that is helpful and 
useful, and Will build up another Depart- 
ment to harass and annoy the public. 


Mr, BAMFORD (Herbert) [4.48].—It_ 


is desirable that every member sitting be- 
hind the Government should state his 
position in regard to any measure that is 
introduced. So far as J am aware, the 
Bill will pass the second reading without a 
division, and it is only fair that the Go- 
vernment, and the Minister in charge, 
- should know exactly where their support 
“comes from. 
shall vote against the’second reading. It 
may be said that, in the past, I have been 
a fairly good parliamentary hack, and a 
- good party hack, too—that I have usually 
followed the lead set me; but there have 
been occasions when I have found it 
necessary to vote against the Government 
behind which I was sitting; and this is 
one of those occasions. I do not oppose 
the Bill on the grounds which have been 
put forward by many of the honorable 
members who have spoken, but I follow, 


to a great extent, the line adopted by the 


honorable member for Brisbane (Mr. Fin- 
layson), with whom I am somewhat in 
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If a division be taken, I 


—) 


accord. The Bill 
to provide for what the people of 
Australia are asking for. The people 
are asking us to prevent exploitation; but 
there is not a word in the Bull which. at- 
tempts to provide against exploitation. 


As a matter of fact, the measure gives 
It is a wicked” 


a licence to the exploiter. 
and immoral Bill. 
Mr. Poynron.—I would have eee very 


thankful for that opinion when the hon- ; 


orable member was Minister. 

Mr. 
thoroughly discussed during my term of 
office, and in any case, I had not studied 


the Bill in all its aspects at that 
time. I:am sure. that if the Trea- ~ 
surer would scan the measure with — 


that moral microscope that he has put on 
to other measures, he would have taken it 


‘into another room and committed it to the | 


The Bill is objectionable. It 
favours the exploiter. The 3 
first. says to the exploiter, “‘ You have had 
a very good year. We have allowed you 
to do what you liked. We have permitted 


flames. 


you to squeeze whatever profits you could | 


and the Treasurer 
Then, next year, 


out of the public,”’ 
then cries ‘‘ halves.’’ 


they say to him, ‘‘ You have had a better — 


year. I suppose you knew what was pro- 


posed, arid I have provided for it; there- — 


fore we want a bigger © whack’ 
profits. We ask for three-fourths.’’ 
Bill should really be called a measure to 
encourage governmental and commercial 
depravity. 
moral principle in saying that a section 
of the community may exploit all other 
sections, and that the Government will 
come in later on and take a share. 
are to tax the people, let us do it in a 


of your 


straightforward way by increasing the: - 


income tax. 
In some parts of the East, the practice 


of farming out taxes is pursued. ATs 5 
individual, or a number of indivi- 
duals, go to the Government and 


put down a sum of money, for which | 
they get a concession or a _ franchise 


Thereupon they pro-— 


to tax the people. 
ceed to squeeze the people to the greatest — 
possible extent. Exactly the same prin- 


makes no attempt . 


BAMFORD.The Bill was wees 


Government | 


The — 


It establishes a highly im- 


If we ne 


ra 


ciple is followed in this Bill. There is 

no difference. — cae alg we 
Mr. Frenron.—Except that, in this— 

case, the Government are doing it sate 

out having contracted to do it, oe - 


~ 
ne ; 
pun. 4 ~ ‘ 
: Cie 
vse, ok ¥o) 
; ak eat Et 
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- _Mr. BAMFORD.—Of course we have © 
the option of putting the Bill where it. 


ought to be put. In Eastern communi- 


; ties, the people have not that oppor- 


tunity; but the people of Australia have 


ee attempt to deal with the exploiter. About. 


 bastinado. 
is laid down on his stomach, and his legs’ 
are bent at the knees, and he is flogged on 


- country dealt with exploiters 
should be dealt with drastically. 


It is too paltry to talk about.” 


floor to 


the war at under. £20 per ton. 


a say in regard to legislation, and, as a 
representative of the people, I shall vote 
against this Bill. Before the advent of 
British or French rule in India, the 
native rulers, during times of plenty, 
filled large granaries with the grain of the 
country, and during times of famine, re- 
tailers bought the grain and sold it at 
a fixed price. If any retailer charged 


_ more than the price fixed by the rulers, 


he had to suffer the penalty of the 
The victim of the bastinado 


the soles of his feet until, possibly, he is 
crippled for life. That is how, what 
would at that time be termed, a barbarous 
I suppose 
the method would be too drastic to adopt 
here; but the commercial ghouls who have 
been fleecing the people of Australia 
This 
Bill proposes to increase the revenue to 
the extent of £1,000,000. We have heard 
the Treasurer say, “ What is a million? 
honorable 


Sir Joun Forrest.—The 


member should give the context of that 


remark, and what led up to it. In this 
case, he is anxious to get rid of a million. 

Mr, BAMFORD.—I am merely follow- 
ing the lead of the right honorable gentle- 
man, who said that £1,000,000 was not 
worth talking about. The Bill does not 


a year ago, I met a business man, for- 


_merly a member of this Chamber, who 
said that he had just met a South Bris- 
bane merchant, who informed him that 
he had made a profit of £3,000 from 


matches alone. I wonder what that mer- 
chant has made out of matches since then? 
The-honorable member for East Sydney 
(Mr. West) will, I think,—bear me 
out in regard to this matter, that 
is, that a Sydney firm had a _ ware- 
house at Glebe Point stocked from 
roof with corrugated  gal- 
vanized iron. This iron was sold before 
Imme- 
diately after the war broke out, the price 
increased by 30 per cent., 50 per cent., 
and 100 per cent., and to-day I do not 
know exactly what it is. 


Mr. Coxrsrr.—lt is selling at £80 per 
ton. 

Mr. BAMFORD.—That is nearly 400 
per cent. . It is an outrageous profit, and 


yet this Bill will not hurt these people. — 


As a matter of fact, the Government have 


given us no indication that they will deal 


with such people, except by this paltry 
measure, which I do not hesitate to repeat — 
is an immoral one, because it lays down — 


the principle that.a section of the com- 
munity is licensed to exploit other sections 
to any extent whatever; and then the 


Treasurer is to come along and say to. 
these exploiters, ‘‘ Let us go whacks.” I 


~ ne 


have no time for this Bill: The Govern- © 


ment are taking an entirely wrong step in 
introducing such an immoral principle into 
our commercial life. I shall not speak 
in regard to the exemptions... They are 
a matter quite apart from the chief issue, 
namely, that the people are being ex- 
ploited, and the Government are making 
no attempt to prevent that exploitation. 
I hope that the Bill will be defeated. If 
I had been asked what attitude I intended 
to take up in regard to it, I would have 
unhesitatingly expressed my opinion to 
any one authorized by the Government to 
ascertain the feeling of honorable mem- 
bers; but that step not having been 
taken, I take this opportunity of defining 
my attitude towards the measure. 


Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [5.0].— 
To a great extent I agree with the honor- 
able member who has just resumed his 
seat; that the Government, in taking any 
percentage of profits, are making them- 
selves the accomplices of the class of 
people who take advantage of a country’s 
distress to compel their fellows to pay 
too much for commodities. Every land- 
lord who raises his rent is an exploiter, 
and should be placed in Pentridge. Re- 
cently I went to a man who was said to 
have the hardest heart in Melbourne. He 
is a man belonging to an older faith than 
Christianity. I approached him in re- 
gard to three terraces of houses, and 
pointed out the unfairness of increasing 
the rents. He went into the matter, and 
told me that he had spent a lot of money 
on the buildings, and that he was only 


anxious to earn 6 per cent. from them, — 


I left 


which he said he intended to get. 
him with the intention of bringing the 


matter before the House, but I had mis- — 
judged him, because he sent for me next — 
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- day, and said that, having had time to 
- think over what I had pointed out, he 
had decided that there would be no in- 
erease of rents in any of the houses con- 
trolled by him until after the war. He 
also said that the same rule would apply 
in regard to the property of a company 
of which he was a member. 
asked, “‘ Why does not your Govern- 
ment bring in a_ Bill to ~-prevent 
any landlord from increasing rents? 
Why should you have to appeal to 
™me, as a man, for others?’’ I say the 
same. ‘The Prime Minister, in answer to 
a question of mine, said that any land- 
lord who put up his rents should be held 
up to public opprobrium of the severest 
kind, but that treatment would not hurt 
such men. I know of a case of a woman 
whose family was smashed during the 
and boom, and who took up the hardest 
employment possible for a woman, that 
of keeping a house for board and lodging. 
_ Her rent has been increased by 36 per 
cent., after she has been twenty years in 
the same house under various landlords, 
and the other day she received notice that 


her tenancy was to be ended at the end. 


of the month. The action taken was 
aiterwards regretted. I approached the 
agents, one of the chief house and 
land agents in Melbourne, and _ the 
principals told me that they were 
sorry the notice had been sent out, 
because they had it noted in their 
books that the lady in question was a 
most reputable tenant, and had been on 
their books for years. The Prime Min- 


ister speke of a landlord owning property © 


worth £500, and increasing its value to 
£1,000, and said that such a landlord 
would be justified in raising his rent. No 
one would object in such a case, but the 


t class of whom I am speaking go a little — 


_ further, if the opportunity presents it- 
self. 

In regard to prices, I have seen a list 
where a certain drug has been sold at a 


price which is 1,700 times more than what 


the article was sold for before the war. 
_ That drug, so far as my informant could 

state, has not been imported since the war 
began. Honorable members will see that 
an increase of 1,700 times runs to some- 
thing like 170,000. If the Govern- 
- ment took half of that profit, it would, to 


- use the expression of the honorable mem- 


ber for Herbert (Mr. 
_ licensing the. profiteer to 
Dr, Maloney. 


Bamford), be 
continue 


But he 


take advantage of their situation. 


preying on his 
every pound and every shilling of profits 
over and above the average earned prior 
to the declaration of. war would be right, 
and a just punishment on those who had 
made such profits; 


fellow-men: To take — 


but it would be un- ~~ 


worthy of the Government and of the Par- a 


liament to become co-partners with those 


who have made these huge profits, it be- 


ing a well- known maxim that the receiver 
is worse than the thief. 
thing, history would point at us. We are 
blessed by having a wide ocean between 


If wedid suchen 


us and the scenes of the present terrible _ 


fighting, and we should not allow those in 
our midst who, for the-love of filthy lucre, 
would rob even their nearest relation, to 
_ It is 


stated that in the late nineties, when a — x 


war with Germany was never dreamt of, 
Lord Tollemache, during a conversation, 
asked Gladstone whether he thought that 
in the event of such.a war the shipping 
companies, if they were paid well enough, 
would bring enemies to England? Glad- 
stone’s answer was, ‘‘1 believe that the 


shipping companies would, for lucre, land ~ 


enemies in the port of heaven, if that were 
possible,’’ We know some such com- 
panies here. I propose now to read a list 


of companies which have made profits dur- _ 


ing the present war. It was obtained on 
the suggestion of the Premier of Victoria, 
and shows in each instance the net profits 
made in the years 1914, 1915 and 1916. 
Mr. Corser.—Of what use is it to state 
the profits earned -without, soy ie ne 


much capital is invested ? hs . 
I am unable to give ay! 


Dr. MALONEY. 
that information now. 
I refer is as follows :— 


The list. to which 


Shia? 
Net Profits, Including any Amounts set apart — 


for Reserves in the Respective Years. 


Symbol for 
Name. 
1914, 1915. 1916. 
£ ae Sei hercs 
1 2,408 3,013 5,784 
2 5,680 13,569 8,581 
3 27,145 35,743 58,957 
4 7,550 10,158 10,528 
5 313 1,252 3,697 
6 8,910 12,643 20,648 
tp 1,067 3,293 8,449 
8 24,547 15,470 \ 
9 Nil “726 ; 
10 5,076 4,302 
|B F 207,885 211,055 223,601 
12 2,776 3,268 4, 
“13 2,706 9,776 ': 
14 1,118 / 2,492 


hd OS ere ‘, el Le 
1 if j - . = 
i ee 
me War-time Profits Tax 
Be, | : 
=A Net Profiis, Including any Amounts set apart 


ins Symbol for 
og Name. 


1914. 


£ 

Nil 
4,646 
6,297 
3,619 
3,933 
6,937 
LLY 
- 13,717 
7,431 
3,196 
_ $475 
821 
17,808 
* 11,014 
34,647 
58,516 
3,734 
74,051 
3,656 
37,577 
701 
9,665 
Sis 2,220 
ae 9,954 
ee 986 
87,782 
42,655 

Nil 
30,744 

Nil 
36,612 
153,540 
19,359 
21,327 

Nil 

Nil 
1,453 
Ry 2,087 
7x Nil 
“a 4,065 
Et BO 5 
Male 5,035 
171 

Nil 

ow Nil 
shy 8,749 
yp 9,014 
eck 3,257. 
ye 11,776 
4% 12,844 
Se et 2,950 
i: 6,765 
a 9,843 
2,483 
> ae ee 1,378 
ee 9,678 
4 29,564 
4390 6,507 
se 30,989 
es. 6,051 
Was G 6,588 
ys _. 1,873 
on 448 


se Nil 


os . 6,595- 


1915. 


—_----—_——-——- 


£ 
Nil 
6,578 
9,688 
2,089 
4,107 
5,666 
3,667 
16,288 
17,097 
8,996 
10,453 
1,034 
17,287 
10,643 
24,212 
76,700 
4,808 | 
1,591 
5,594 
46,423 
2,772 
9,403 
2,612 
7,898 
6,671 
112,838 
48,223 
Nil 
70,167 
Nil 
32,609 
172,979 
19,357 
17,041 
Nil 
1,136 
Nil 
2,174- 
Nil 
4,907 
22,434 
4,401 
1,648 
Nil 
Nil 
9,244 ° 
16,686 
10,762 
10,890 
16,670 
13,533 
9,889 
10,375 
8,272 
2,318 
12,797 
31,854 
6,371 
33,802 
4,327 
1,675 
1,119 
333 
4,030 
2,087 
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- for Reserves in the Respective Years. 


1916. 


£ 
1,364. 
8,454 
11,27 
4,001 
4,410 
. 14,374 
4,260 
31,254 
15,915 
8,996 
13,099 
. 9,088 
18,659 
. 10,358 
. 29,221 
107,426 
8,087 
7,441 
5,661 


.. §8,563 


5,023 
11,025 
3,469 
9,786 
5,613 
188,644 
_ §3,640 
1,920 
81,418 
5,816 

. 46,188 
124,409 
25,893 
34,221 
1,263 
3,850 
2,199 
2,652 
2,931 
5,769 
24,225 
10,604. 
4,536 
1,204 
3,627 
8,641 

. 21,190 
10,795 
11,802 
14,226 

. 16,018 
. 13,516 
12,180 
5,925 
2,932 

_ 15,141 
35,649 
12,538 
39,556 
8,807 
8,780 
3,347 


2,149 ~ 


9,510 
2,696 


Symbol for 
Name. 
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1914. 


£ 
68,756 
582 

Nil 
4,947 
304,944 
60,196 


3,186— 


7,708 
4,161 
1,796 
399 
5,505 
Nil 
3,187 
62,223 
889 
5,199 
419 
7,081 
1,311 
4,686 
7,189 
8,169 
12,014 
1,965 
Nil 
59,818 
7,238 
28,501 
65,121 
* 7,532 
Nil 
5,466 
3,465 
2,055 
Nil 
4,031 
6,960 
57,144 


1,151 - 


2,875 
7,574 
785 
1,148 
4,598 
39,712 
2,800 
11,664 
1,279 
8il 
7,615 
12,000 
7,163 
6,288 
3,791 
3,775 
5,769 
21,903 
15,735 
1,892 
1,977 
1,170 
Nil. 
4,313 
1,359 


1915. 


1916. 
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Symbol for for Reserves ir the Respective Years. Symbol for for Reserves in the Respective Years. ; 5 
Name. Name. — ee 
1914. 1915. 1916. 1914. 1915. ~ 1916. 
ee Pe ie PPD ylf ena Lae gh oe ete ee a 
£ ‘£ £ £ £ £ 
145 : 4,064 4,026 5,243 BIO Sg 959 1,375 2,347 
146 : 20,474 29,642 18,850 ae Eee 8,013 10,114 19,558 
147 = 236 1,427 9,444 Abi eee 242,458 232,681 235,388 
148 Re 860 Nil 2,070 213 7,222 31,119 51,493 
149 4 Nil Nil 1,020 2145.2 66,067 106,064 96,389 
150 ire 9,180 9,004 9,295 21 7. 17,876 24,567 46,831 
151 aa 8,588 9,110 9,253 7g Fs Sao 30,183 8,721 16,630 
152 BY 8,940 3,894 9,893 WA Palit 11,061 30,589 31,765 
153 v3 6,103 4,303 7,317 VIBs 5 <2 13,052 18,525 22,242 
2 6,900 9,554 10,472 y 2 ane 5,137 Nil 25,744 
155 ‘eg! 7,561 7,873 11,624 DOO wars: 14,079 15,102 13,422 
156 ‘3 1,626 4,665 3,656 rg eae 40,984: 38,180 47,302 | 
157 3, Nil Nil. . 2,029 222 4,505 8,130 20,022 - 
158 Ls Nil 1 2,527 Ong het 3,559 17,876 18,043 
159 e; 2,086 2,017 2,947 DL AO a 13,770 15,025 14,163 
160 ; 213,107 230,570 | 230,227 ya a a 82,137 48,000 38,364 
161 899 2,334. 4,630 226 26,636 26,493 21,998 
162 1,630 1,665 2,741 BOR roe 103,987 100,764 105,331 
163 1,291 1,484 2,901 PSS 16,027 14,700 5,658 
164 3,064 3,137 3,425 ipsh! pees Ne 5,554 5,480 5,466. 
165 20,235 12,708 9,366 230 4,027 5,454 6,695 
166 2 307 1,455 4,588 231 8,505 8,350 22,515 
167 ; 12,117 6,927 11,322 232 5,040 5,071 6,516 
168 : 1,739 3,855 5,425 233 1,104 3,917 4,658 
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The facts mentioned by the honorable 
member for Herbert (Mr. Bamford) with 
reference to the increase in the price of iron 
are so well known that, the Government 
should certainly take every penny of the 
_ increase. 
only make the fair profit that he made 
_ during the three years preceding the war 
_ he would then have no incentive to sell 
_ at an enhanced price, and take advantage 
_ of the needs of his fellow men. Farmers 
_ could not) buy galvanized iron with which 
to shelter their wheat, and as a result 
millions of bushels of grain have been 
_ ruined. The statement as to iron not 
_ being imported, or imported only to a 
limited extent, can easily be verified by 
reference to the Customs House. Let a 
fair profit’ be allowed on imported iron, 
but why do not the Government start 
works for the manufacture of galvanized 
iron? They may be able to get from the 
; steel and iron works of the Broken Hill 
_ Proprietary black iron that could be gal- 
_ vanized. The suggestion made by the 
honorable member for Flinders that ‘this 
_ Bill should be altered from a war-time 
_ profits tax to a war profits tax was made, 
iam afraid, not with the object of bene- 
fiting the Treasury. Such an alteration 
would increase the difficulties of collect- 
_ ing the tax, and I compliment the Trea- 
surer on having refused the suggestion. 
Beene tame profits clearly mean profits made 
_ during war time, but profits made from 
_ the war would be very difficult to dis- 
_ cover. It would be contrary to logic to 
_change the name of the measure. 


__ I still advocate the fixation of prices for 
the principal commodities. Last year I 
suggested to the Government that they 
should display outside every post-office in 
the Commonwealth a list of the prices that 
should be charged for wheat, bread over 
the counter, sugar, and meat. Every 
- ealler at the office would see at a glance 
_ the price which he or she should pay for 
_ those commodities. The notice should 
_ also show the name of the officer to whom 
a citizen should write if charged more 
_ than the fixed price. The answer I re- 
_ ceived from the Minister of the day was 
- that the Commonwealth Gazette was hung 
at the post-office, but any person who 
tried to discover the locality prices of 
commodities from the Gazette would be 
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tomer a list of the prices fixed by the Go- 
vernment. The adoption of these pro- 
posals would prevent a lot of trouble and 
annoyance. Mr. H. UL. 
M.C.E., Melbourne University, A.M. 
Inst. C.E., London, who won the Har-~ 
bison-Higginbotham Scholarship for a 
thesis on Economics, is responsible for the~ 
first publication of any standard merit in 


regard to the Trust problem in Australia. — 


That book shows that, m 1907, when flour 
was sold at £9 5s. per ton, bread was from 
54d. to 6d. per 4-lb. loaf. In 1909, when 
£11 10s. was charged for flour, bread was 
still from 53d. to 6d. per loaf. Flour is 
now £10 15s. per ton, that is 15s. less 
than it was in 1909, and bread to-day is 
sold at 7d. To show how the public are 
exploited, I may mention that, in 1911, 
when flour was only £8 per ton, the price 
of bread was kept up to 54d. and 6d. 
I recognise that the making of large pro- 
fits is a stimulus to private enterprise, 
and that no Treasurer would wish to- 
destroy that stimulus. At the same time 
it seems to me that this proposed tax 
does not go even so far as the war profits 
tax in Great Britain. As reasoning men 
we have only to ask ourselves :—Would 
not the manufacturers and sellers of goods 
in poor unfortunate Belgium be satisfied 
to keep their business without making a 
loss, let alone making abnormal profits. 
The same question could be asked of the 
people of Servia, Roumania, Montenegro, 
and of the invaded portion of France, the 
people of which are fighting for their 
lives at the present time. In the Home- 
land, too, apart from the ghouls and 
vampires who are battening on the Eng- 
lish people, how many of those people 
who have been ruined, would have been 
content to retain their businesses without 
making profits? Yet the Treasurer pro- 
poses to tax war-time profits only to the 
extent of £1,000,000 in two years. It 
seems to me that somebody is seeking to 
control the Government, and unless the 
Treasurer wisely agrees to an alteration 
of this tax the Government will in future 
have the reputation of having invited men 
in our midst to batten on the community 
and thin the faces of the poor. Ask any 
mother who controls the household how 
she is managing in the face of these in- 
creased prices. Ask any father who has 
to struggle to keep a home for himself 
and his dependants. One man in Collins- 
street told me that whereas formerly he 
used to allow £20 a week for his house- 
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hold expenses, not including rent, as the 
house was freehold, he has now to allow 
£32 per week. Some may say that that 
statement is an exaggeration, but from 
the figures shown me I can assert that 
that house was not expensively conducted 
in comparison with the homes of men and 
women in the same social position. “I ask 
the Government to act boldly, and to fix 
prices at which bread, meat, and sugar 
should be sold, making it a criminal 
offence to sell in excess of those prices. 


_If the stocks of iron referred to by the 


honorable member for Herbert (Mr. 
Bamford) exist, let the Government seize 
them and sell the iron at a fair value, at 
which the owners would have been con- 


‘tent to sell them before the outbreak of 


war. I was struck with some words which 


- Demosthenes uttered at a time of war 


when cries for peace were echoing 
throughout the community, and’ some 
were calling for peace at any price. He 
said :— 

I know well that anything given up in passing 
from war to peace is lost to the careless side; 
since, when people generally have once made 
up their minds for peace, they will not renew 
the war for the sake of what has been sacri- 
ficed; this, therefore, remains in’ possession of 
the holders. 

T ask the Government not to be careless 
in this matter, but to be firm and deter- 
mined in claiming a larger share of war 
profits than this Bill proposes to take. I 
assure the Treasurer that if business people 
know that their extravagant profits would 
be taken from them they would no longer 
have the same incentive to exploit the 
people. Did I not expose in this Parlia- 
ment how Angliss, on more than one oc- 
casion, supplied diseased meat to the un- 
fortunate sailors and soldiers on the 
transports? JT have not been yet able to 
discover from which abattoirs the diseased 
meat came. The municipality of Mel- 


bourne denies that the meat was ever in 


its abattoirs- I know that Angliss has 
private abattoirs. I am told that when I 
speak publicly, my words are reported, 
but I say everywhere what I am saying 
here. I cannot say that Angliss wilfully 
supplied diseased meat, but it was sup- 
plied several times in large quantities. 
On one occasion the quantity was 1.000 
Ib. of bullocks’ liver, not all, but a cer- 
tain percentage of which was diseased. 
It was a Commonwealth officer who pre- 
vented those livers from going into con- 
sumption on board the transports. If 


_ Angliss, or his foreman, knew that those 
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livers were diseased, then he hice Spf 8 i ‘ 


been strung up; hanging, indeed, would — 


have been too good for him. This man 


Angliss is making vast profits. His name 
is included in the list from which I quoted 
a few moments ago. He has had the cool 
cheek to refrain from taking steps to clear — 


the abattoirs on which suspicion has been 


cast. .The Minister for the Navy has not 


yet informed the House from what abat- _ 


toirs those livers were taken, but, thanks _ 
to the action of ‘his predecessor in office, — 


the honorable member for Bass (Mr. Jen- 


sen), no more livers are allowed to be put 
on board transports. We are entitled to 
ask what was the position of the public 
in regard to that diseased meat. Who 
was to examine it for their protection ? 


Who was responsible for its leaving the 


abattoirs as it did? And this is the type 
of men who. are battening peey the people — 
and raising prices. 

All history goes to show that every 


great revolt or revolution has been pre- — 


ceded by.a period of great unrest. Would 


any one be astonished to read in to-morrow — 


morning’s newspapers that the King of 
Spain had been shot; and that Spain had - 
declared for a Republic ? 
of unrest throughout the world. Efforts 

are being made by men who perhaps are 


idealists to make the world better, and to — 
uplift humanity generally. 
are being made, not only in Russia, but ~ 
in Germany, although in the last-named — 


Such efforts: 


There is a spirit — 


country they are being controlled by ter- — 


rible Prussian discipline. 
all do, that the Prussian military power, 
with all its evil 
utterly destroyed. Not only in Russia and — 
Germany, but in England to-day—where 
only one out of every three men has a 


vote—reforms are being demanded. [ — 


hope that this Government will not let 


the idea get abroad that they are indif- — 


ferent to the imereases in the prices, of | 
foods that are taking place. 


ment to every little home in Australia, 
and of the utmost significance to those 
who look at the signs of the times. Great — 


generals have said that an army moves on — 
its stomach, and I hold that that nation — 


which is best fed and best housed will, 


other things being equal, do most for the . 
‘civilization of the world. 4 | 


1 wish now to refer to the position of 
proprietary companies under this Bill. 
At the outset I would congratulate ‘thie - 


Government on the provisions of sub- 


clause 7 of eae 14, which cas tee 
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IT hope, as we — 


consequences, will he — 


The increase x 
in the cost of living is of the greatest. mo- 


such companies. A proprietary company, 
under the Victorian law, may consist of 
only two or as many as fifty persons. 

Such companies, I understand, are not 

compelled to publish balance-sheets, but 

the Commissioner of Taxation can require 
them to supply him with them. I am 
confident that the Commissioner and his 
staff will scrutinize very carefully all in- 
creases in the salaries of the officers of 
such enterprises. Sub-clause 7 reads— 
Provided that in the case of a business which 
has been established since the commencement 
of the present state of war, (a) if the business 
is owned by a company, the total.deduction al- 
lowed for the remuneration of directors shall 
- not, unless the Commissioner otherwise directs, 
exceed the sum of £1,000. 
‘That means, I take it, that the directors 
of a company, no matter how successful 
it. may be, shall not receive fees exceed- 
ing a total of £1,000. Legal minds, how- 
ever, can discover technicalities and loop- 
holes whereby the State is often deprived 
of its rights. Let us suppose that A, B, 
C, and D form a proprietary company. 
In order to evade this provision, would 
it not be possible for A to put his name 
- in the salary list as that of manager, re- 
eeiving so much per annum; for B to set 
out that he was receiving so much per 
annum. as accountant; and for C to put 
‘himself down as inspector of works; and 
D to describe himself as chief clerk, with 
‘certain salaries allotted to each position ? 
In that way they might be able to drive 
the proverbial coach and four through 
this clause, increasing their salaries, and 
thus reducing the amount of profits tax- 
able under the Bill. 

I will not definitely state that I shall 
vote against the Bill. I am deeply dis- 
appointed, however, with its provisions, 

amd particularly with its exemptions, 
_ which are many and far-reaching. : Why, 
for instance, should medical men _ be 
exempt? Owing to the many wounded 
soldiers returning to Australia, and need- 
Ing medical assistance, the incomes of 
medical men may be materially increased. 

Sir Anderson Stuart, who occupies a very 

high position, stated recently that there 

were in Australia medical men who were 
- searning from £10,000 to £15,000 a year. 
_ Such incomes include profits which surely 
_ ought to be taxed. Every medical man 
to whom I have spoken on the subject has 
said that the medical profession ought not 
to be exempt. Shopkeepers and others 
with whom T have conversed say that no 
one should be exempt. If one were to 
er 28) 
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throw an apple over to the Government 
side of the House, as a rule, one would 
hit at least three lawyers, and I should 
like to know why the legal profession 
should eseape this taxation. It is cer- 
tainly unjust that they should be exempt. 
If in Committee an amendment is moved 
to eliminate all exemptions, I shall have 


pleasure in voting for it. My only regret - 2 


is that the people themselves cannot deter- 
mine this question. If the men and 
women of Australia could vote upon it, 
their veraict, I am sure, would be that 
there should be no exemptions. They 
would say, ‘‘ Let every profit made dur- 
ing this accursed war over and above the 
average profits of the two preceding years 
be taken by the Treasury.’’ And the Go- 
vernment would earn honour by adopting 
that decision. 


Some time ago, when the Barrier mines 
threatened to close down, I brought be- 
fore Mr. Andrew Fisher, who was then 
Prime Minister, a proposal which I 
thought would save Broken Hill. The 
Barrier, as we all know, depends upon 
the output of its mines. If there were no 
mines there, there would be no Broken 
Hill to-day. Shortly after the outbreak 
of war I addressed a letter on the sub- 
ject. to the editor of the Age, and it was 
published on its war page. In that let 
ter I advocated, as I do to-day, that the 
Commonwealth Government should take 
over all metals at the price at which they 
were being sold in England before the de- 
claration of war. | pointed out that 
in consideration of the Government tak- 
ing their output at the pre-war prices, 
the Broken Hill companies should be 
compelled to work full time. In that 
way Broken Hill would be saved. If 
the companies refused this offer, I sug- 
gested that the Government of New South 
Wales, by the law of eminent domain, 
should take over the mines and carry 
them on at the risk of the shareholders. 
Subsequently the Broken Hill Proprie- 
tary Company asked me to give them an 
interview. I gladly acquiesced, and Mr. 
Paillieu at that interview empowered me 
to make to Mr. Fisher an offer on behalf 
of the company to give the Government 
all metals at 30 per cent. less than the 
selling price. Silver was then 2s. per oz., 
so that the Government could have pur-- 
chased the silver output of the comp2> 
at ls. 4 4-5d. per oz. Every ounce of 
silver coined will give a return of 5s. 6d. 
in silver currency. The Government 
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would thus have made a profit of 290 
per cent. in respect of every ounce of 
silver minted. I pointed out to Mr. 
Fisher that he could hand over to the 
company £1,000,000 in Australian notes, 
and in return obtain silver, won by Aus- 
tralian miners from Australian soil, 
which would give him. a silver currency 
of over £2,900,000.° I showed him how 
in that way he could purchase every good 
silver mine in Australia at the currei:: 
‘market prices. The offer made by the 
Broken Hill Mining Company was a 
splendid one, but Mr. Fisher would nox 
accept it. To- day the company is get- 
ting 3s. an ounce and over for its silver, or 
a very high percentage in excess of the 
amount it was willing to take from the 
Commonwealth Government. The in- 
crease also applies to their zinc, lead, and 
concentrates. . I would urge the present 
Treasurer to fix the prices of these metals, 
allowing, of course, a fair perane to the 
companies, 


Then again, I would urge the Govern- 
ment to fix the price of wheat. No one 
has more sympathy with the farmer than 
I have. There is no member of this 
House who went on the land before I 
did. Forty-five years ago I pegged out 
a block in Gippsland, the most heavily 
timbered part of Victoria, if not of Aus- 
tralia. The only returns I got from it 
were a fair-sized chest and good health, 
for which I am grateful. While there 
I was like aman in prison. The circum- 
stances were such that I was helpless and 
hopeless. Is it not reasonable, there- 
fore, that I should have every sympathy 
for the farmer? I would urge the Go- 
vernment to fix the price of wheat, 
and to fix it at such a rate as will give 
the farmer a good profit. No one in 
this House will deny that the farmer 
is worthy of a fair return for his labour. 
In China the farmer ranks practically 
next to the Emperor, and one of the first 
duties of the Emperor was to plough a 
furrow in order to show how high the 
farmer ranked in the esteem of the whole 
community. My desire is that the far- 
mer in Australia shall be equally — re- 
The price of wheat at the sta- 
tion to-day is, I. believe, 4s. 3d. Let us 
fix it at 4s. 6d. per bushel. Three thon- 


sand Ibs. of wheat will make 2,000 lbs. 


of flour, and 2,000 Ibs. of flour 

will make 2,600 lbs. of bread, the flour, 

taking up 600 lb. of water which is sold 

in the shape of bread. We could fix the 

prices for flour and bread so as 
Dr. Maloney. 


_ fine and imprisonment, 


to allow a fair profit. Page, of Elstern- 
wick, when fighting the combine of ~ 

millers, was able to sell his bread at ld. 
per loaf less than did other bakers who 
were controlled by the combine. It is 
no use contending that there are no com- 
bines here; and it ought not to be said 
of this Parliament or Government that 
they are,the friends of combines, trusts, 
and syndicates. On the other hand, the 
Government ought to go down to posterity 
with honour; and their only way is to 
prevent any undue rising in the cost of 
food, rent, and clothing. That cannot 
be brought about by means of this Bill, 

though if the Bill be only a commence- _ 
ment, I wish them good luck, and will 
vote for any clause. that tends to its 
improvement. I shall not, however, vote 
for the percentages proposed in this mea- 
sure. The figures of Sir Alexander Pea- 
cock, who has had, perhaps, as much ex- 
perience as has the Treasurer of the 
Commonwealth, show very clearly what 
profits have been made; and why should 
we allow these enemies within the gates, 
who are really more despicable than those 
with whom we are in open combat? In 
another day these people would have been 
put up against a wall and shot, or 
hanged. Napoleon, with that magnifi- 


_ cent intellect of his, saw that there was @ 


possibility of trusts and combines ruling — 
the world; and his criminal code provided 
that any man, or body of men, who 
bought goods for the purpose of selling 
them at an undue profit, should be fined 
20,000 francs and imprisoned. for twelve 
months. There was no alternative but 
so that the rich 
man could not escape; and if the offence 
were committed in regard to foods, such 
as flour, bread, or wine, the fine and the © 
imprisonment were doubled. What — 
would Napoleon have done to such men 
and firms as appear in the list I have 
read? For a man who, either himself, 
or through his manager or foreman, sells 
diseased food for profit, there is, to use 
the words of the Minister for the Navy, 
no punishment too ‘heavy. 

Mr. Hertmann.—And that should ao) 
at all times. 

Dr. MALONEY.—Absolutely; and I 
think that if a vote were taken I should 
not find a single honorable member — 
against the suggestion I have made. __ 

We do not know how this war will end. — 
Iam doing my best for voluritarism; and — 
I am proud of what Australia has done. e 
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No country in history has done so much ; 
and it is the duty of the Government, in 
ruling for the benefit of the whole of the 
people, to see that these undue prices are 
not charged As the honorable member for 
Herbert (Mr. Bamford) has asked, what 
ig the use of letting traders charge these 
high prices, and then fining them, per- 
haps, half the profits? I would prefer 
to see very little garnered under this Bill, 
if a proper list of prices were prepared 
and published. It may be thought that 
I am unduly harping on this question; 
but it is the question of the hour. Give 
the people outside food, shelter, and 
clothing, and we shall have a happy com- 
munity, but place obstacles in their way 
and we shal] misery, unrest, revolution, 
and disaster. If Queensland can, by 
management, cause meat to be sold at half 
the price paid elsewhere, there is some- 
thing wrong generally; and the Common- 
wealth Government, who can make all 
the other State Governments subservient, 
ought to ascertain how this is done, and 
doit. If, as I hope, the list I have read 
of the profits made, appears in Hansard, 
_ the people outside will realize that more 
_ should be done than is proposed by the 
Bill, and I shall support the Government 
to that end. 

Mr. MACKAY (Lilley) -[5.58].—The 
Bill proposes to tax profits made during 
the war, and not only profits made out 
of the war. The honorable member for 
Kooyong (Sir Robert Best) mentioned 
that this legislation had been withdrawn 
in New Zealand; and I presume the Go- 
vernment have made some inquiries as to 
the reason for its failure there. How- 
ever, there is the best reason in the world 
why the Government should honour the 
promise recently made to the electors. 
Much attention has been drawn to excess 
profits made during the war; and the 
honorable member for Melbourne (Dr. 
Maloney) is inclined to think that these 
have been made in a manner that does not 
do credit to the business people of Aus- 
tralia. But, to a great extent, the cause 
of these high prices is more in the dis- 
tribution than in any extra charges made 
_by people in business. If the trade 
_ unions will drop their cry for nationaliza- 
tion, and use their organizations and 
- money in forming co-operative stores, 
much of the trouble about high prices 
_ would disappear; and I make that sug- 
gestion to those bodies, which, by adopt- 
_ ing it, would be able to buy direct from 


a 


the farmers, and supply their own mem- 
bers. It is very necessary that legisla- 
tion of that kind should be introduced, if 
only for the purpose of meeting the 
charge that the Government are not will- 
ing to make wealth bear its fair share of 
taxation. The Treasurer has said that 
much will be required for repatriation 
purposes; and I believe the Government 
have made an honest attempt to raise part 
of the money in this way. 

I do not regard this Bill as_ being 
complete from any point of view, 
but accept it simply as an _ instalment, 
to be followed by something in the 
way of an addition to the income 
tax. It is perfectly clear that the mea- 
sure cannot deal with every known cause 
of excess profits. In many instances high 
profits made during the war have been 
made possible simply owing to the fact 
that, as in the case of shipping, there has 
been an unusual demand. The members 
of the Opposition should recognise that 
high prices ruled during the term of the 
Labour Government, and that they had 
just as good an opportunity as have the 
present Government of dealing with the 
matter. I consider that every man who 
has made excess profits during the war 
ought to be taxed pretty freely; and I re- 
ecard the provisions of the Bill as gene- 
rous. A man who has had the good for- 


tune to maintain his pre-war profits is to 


be envied when we consider the unfortu- 
nate people on the other side of the 
world. Companies which are allowed 10 
per cent. are very generously treated, and 
I think that the provision referring to 
the exemption of £200 should be deleted. 

The Bill should serve one of two pur- 
poses. If the Treasurer has made an 
under-estimate of the revenue to be 
derived, we shall all welcome the addi- 
tion ; and if, on the other hand, there has 
been an over-estimate, it will convince the 
people of Australia that the term “* pro- 
fiteers ’’’ cannot well be applied to the 
business people of Australia. During the 
election, our opponents were constantly 
saying that huge profits were being made 
out of food and other commodities; and 


_ the Bill will serve to put the true facts 


before them. 
Mr. FrEnton.—Your own 
said that. 
Mr. MACKAY.—My leader, apparently, 
now sees things through different spec- ~ 


leader has 


_tacles from those he looked through when 


-empted. 
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on the other side; and the same applies 
to honorable members on the other side 
now. They offer criticism of this and 
other measures introduced, but when they 
were behind the Labour Government 
things appeared quite in a different light. 
That, however, may be part of the game 
of politics, Seeing that such a song was 
being made of the profits raised in war 
time; I think it was up to the Labour 
Government, when they had the vag 
tunity, to do something. 


‘The honorable member for Mtearne 
(Dr. Maloney) read out a long string of 
figures which he regarded as showing 
excess profits; but these figures really 
conveyed no intelligent idea to the House 
as to where the profits came from... If 
excess profits have been made to such an 
extent, then, apparently, the Treasurer’s 
estimate is going to be considerably ex- 
ceeded; and I do not think there is one 
of us who would regret to see huge sums 
rollmg into the ‘Treasury as a result of 
the tax. 


The exemptions proposed under the Bill 
are to some extent justified. I allude 
particularly to the case of fruit-growers 
and dairymen, who suffered much from 
the dry years 1912-15. Dairymen, as a 
rule, are men of small capital, who have 
to work very hard, and frequently find 
their herds depleted in years of drought. 
In any case, I do not. think dairymen 
would be likely to come under the ‘Bill; 
but, considering that it is the policy of 
the Government, and in the interests of 
the country, to promote primary indus- 
tries, it is right that they should be ex- 
Then, again, gold-mining has 
played a very important part in the his- 
tory and development of the country. In 
nine cases out of ten, a man who invests 
in gold-mining does not make a ‘‘ pile’’ 
and he has only to stick to it long enough 
to find that his calls exceed the dividends. 
A gold-mining company may have a series 
of non-paying years, and it would be un- 
fair, under all the circumstances, to take 
a slice of the profits made in any par- 
ticular year. The price of coal, copper, 
and other minerals has risen considerably 
during the war, and we could reasonably 
expect, the companies who have secured 
these profits to pay some share of them. 
I do not agree with the exemption of pro- 
fessional men, such as doctors and law- 
yers. . They can well afford to pay the 
taxation proposed in the Bill, and I hope 
that the measure will be altered in Com- 

Hr. Mackay. 


” 2-3 


mittee in that regard. It is not my pur-— 
pose to say much about the Bill, but I_ 


3 


really thought that it was time some one 5 


rose to say a good word for it. I regard 


it as an honest. attempt on the part of the 


Government to reach that class of people — 


which honorable members have con- 


demned very roundly for a considerable — 


time past. Even if the Treasurer’s esti- 
mate is not exceeded, it will be a very 
handsome addition to the revenue. 
the other hand, if his estimate 
ceeded, 


ingly. 


“One o 
iS “ex- 
the revenue will benefit accord- — 
I hope that honorable members — 


will do their best to improve the Bill in ~ 


Committee. I feel 


that the National re 


Government are national in their policy — 


as well as in name, and I believe thati 
they will be willing to accept any amend- — 
ments that are “ikely to improve the 


machinery of the Bill, and make it work — 


more satisfactorily. 

Mr.. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
[6.9]. —My present: intention is to vote 
against’ the Bill, lock, stock, and barrel, 


not: because I do noti desire to see the ex- 


ploiters made to pay for their exploita- 
tions, but because I do not think the Go- 


vernment have any intention tio tax war-— 


Much has been > 


time profits in this Bill. - 


said as to the distinction between war and — 


war-time profits. 


made in an ordinary business during war, 


‘but! which is not brought: about by the — 
A profit) which — 


war, is not a war profit. 
is br ought about immediately as the result 
of the war is a war profit. What 


Of course, they can be — 
- separated very easily. A profit: which is 


influences people mostly, not only those — 


who support honorable members sitting 


on this side, is the fact that, while a large © 


percentage of the community, men of 
business 


and men who have invested | 


money in different lines, have lost heavily — 


during the war—there is not an honorable 
member in this House but can place his 


fingers on dozens of cases of business men — 
upon whom the war has had the effect of 


injuring their businesses—those who have- 


made money during the war are allowed © 


The 


to make profits by exploiting others. 


people who realize this must reflect and — 


say that the Government are: acting not in 


the interests of the people, but in the | 
interests of a section of the community. 


If the Government really meant business 


they would set out to tax war profits tothe 


fullest extent, not from a spiteful emer | 
getting revenue, but with the oe of : 


view, and not merely for the pur 


be eect 


a 


e® 


5 
; 


tent. 


reventin le from making profits dur- 
BE the Bap a revenue that is likely to 
accrue from this form of taxation is 
nothing in comparison with attaining that 
object. . 6 4 
~ The unrest prevailing in Australia, in 
Great Britain, on the Continent, and in 
America does not arise so much from the 
fact that the people are against war as it 
does from the fact that they feel that, 
while they are suffering and their kith 
and kin dying, some people are making 
money out of the war. It is not very 
pleasing for a man to_know that while he 
ig endeavouring to get his wages raised 
and to have his conditions of work im- 
proved, Parliament proposes to allow 
people to put up their prices so that, no 
matter how high his wages are raised, 
he is in exactly the same position as be- 
fore. If a man’s-wages were to be 
raised from 8s. a day even to £8 per 
day, and the exploiter to go on as 
he has been doing during the last 
three or four years, it would be use- 
_less to increase his wages even to that: ex- 
The majority of the electors in my 
electorate do not earn more than £3 per 


week!’ How can a. man, in the present 


ne 


es selling price for wheat? 


., 


state of affairs, support himself, his wife, 
and three children on £3 per week, even 
if he gets that wage all the year round ? 
The majority do not earn it each week all 
the year round. 

I am not in the habit of quoting 
figures, and I do not desire to quote 
those of Mr. Knibbs. They are the best 
he can give, and they generally come to 
hand too late to be of service, but I do 
not think that I would accept them as a 
guide. All I know is that every com- 


_ modity has increased in price. Naturally, 
_ rents have gone up. 
~ been said about bread. 


A great deal has 
IT- admit that 
bread is cheaper here than in any other 
part of the world; but in no other part 
of the world would bread be so dear as 
it is. here if there was as much wheat 
available as we have in Australia. The 
- people would not tolerate it. 
Mr. Larrp Suira.—What. does the hon- 
erable member consider should be the 


Mr. MATHEWS.—I am quite aware 


that the man who grows wheat is just 


2 hike the man who works on the wharf or 


makes a pair of boots. He is a workman, 


and should be paid for his work. 


— 


Mr. Larry Surru.—He is nothing but 


a white slave. 


~ 
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Mr. MATHEWS.—We have all had 
the opportunity of observing men work-— 
ing at growing wheat. That is not what — 
I am talking about. I am pointing. out 
that there is a superabundance of cereal 
proguction in Australia, and that the 
price of bread is at a figure which would 
not rule in any other country if there was 
the same quantity of wheat available 
there. I admit that the man who grows 
the wheat must be just as much con- 
sidered as the man who makes a pair of 
boots, but I do not nropose to be drawn 
into a decision as to the relative position 
of the two, though I say that I would 
rather be a farmer than make boots. . 

Mr. Patmer.—If the honorable mem- 
ber talks like that he knows very little 
about farming. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—And the honorable 
member knows very little about boot 
making. IT would like to take him to some 
boot, or snob, shops in Victoria. From 
the point of view of comfortable living, 
the farmer’s occupation is the more 
healthy and the more desirable, It is un- 
fair and unmanly for honorable members 
—and the honorable member for Echuca 
(Mr. Palmer) is one—to try to make one 
section of the people believe that they are 
worse off than another by saying that one 
trade is more injurious to wealth than 
another. | Whatever occupation a man 
follows, he has certain rights which 
should be given to him. 


_. I was saying that it was a marvel how 


a man, with “a wife and three children. 
could live on £3 per week, and I was 
dealing with the price of bread, but, to 
my mind, the greatest commodity in re- 
gard to which the people in Australia are 
being robbed is meat in all its forms, whe- 
ther it be fish, flesh, or fowl. In fact, it 
is a marvel to me how people can buy it. 
I have seen meat marked in butchers’ 
shops at 8d. and 10d. per lb., but T am 
assured that meat at this price is tough 
and tasteless, and is not edible. If a 
person is anxious to buy any meat at all 
edible, especially beef, he must pay be- 
tween 1s. 3d. and ls. 5d. per lb. If an 
ox costs £26 or £27, one would naturally 
say that beef must be dear, but by the 
time the beef gets to the consumer the 
£26 or £27 is increased by 120 or 130 per 
cent. Other articles of consumption, rice, 
sago, and tapioca, cost a great deal more 
than before the war. Even oatmeal, of 
which we have plenty in Australia, has 
increased in price. I do not knew whether 


any one put in a stock of clothing, — z 
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socks, and boots before the war, Sir Joun Forrest—That would de- 
but if he did he was. lucky.  stroy all energy and enterprise. 


The cost of many of these articles has 
gone up 60 per cent. and 70 per cent. 


Let us approach the consideration of this 
subject dispassionately, if we can, an@try 
to place ourselves in the position of a man, 
with a wife and family dependent upon 
him, who is earning only £3 a week. 
There are some persons who will say that 
such a man should not expect to have 
carpets on his floor, or curtains before 
his windows, or a cloth on his table, and 
butter with his meals. Not many honor- 
able members of this House would say 
that. There is one present who might, 
and, perhaps, one or two of those who 
are away would do so. Many, however, 
would say that the wage-earner has no 
right to go to picture shows. Now, while 
many business people are losing money, 
and the wage-earner is in a very difficult 
position, there are individuals and firms 
making great profits. According to in- 
formation supplied to the Victorian Par- 
hament by the Premier of this State, the 
profits earned by 265 firms in Victoria 
last year exceeded the profits made by 


them in the first years of the war by some 
£3,800,000. 


Mr. Greene.—We are going to put on a 
thundering ‘big tax. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—There is only one 
way of satisfying the people in this matter. 
Those who are in what was my own line 
of business before I entered Parliament 
have suffered considerably during the war. 
Their best customers have gone to the war, 
leaving behind those who do not care much 
about their personal appearance. It 
hurts them to see others make war profits 
big enough to pay for motor cars and 
villas. ’ 

Mr. honorable 


BAaMFORD.—Does the 


“member think that the Bill will get at 


those who have made unfair profits ? 

Mr. MATHEWS.—No; and it is not 
intended to do so, though I believe it will 
bring in twice as much revenue as the 
Treasurer estimates. In my opinion, the 
Government; should take every cent of 
profit over a normal amount. That 
would prevent the unfair raising of prices. 
If the Government takes 50 per cent. of 
the excess profits above 10 per cent., or 
even 80 per cent. of them, there will still 
be an incentive to raise prices; the only 
panacea for exploitation at the presenti 
time is for the Government to take all 
profits above a certain percentlage. | 


Mr. MATHEWS.—I would not allow 
even a £200 exemption. To my mind, it 
is enough to exempt 10 per cent, of the 
net profits of the business after mana- 
gerial and other expenses have been de- 
ducted. A man should be very well 
pleased at making so much profit as that, 
especially ati a time when millions of men 


are dying at the Front to enable him to — | 


do it. The trouble that exists in Sydney 


and Melbourne, and in Russia, America, 


and Great Britain, is due to the know- 
ledge of the workers that they have been 
exploited, and that no Government has 
really tried to prevent this exploitation. 


Lloyd George has only trifled with the 


subject. ; 

Sir Jonn Forrest.—The taxation in 
England has increased five-fold since the 
war. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—The Treasurer 
stated the other day that, although Mr. 
Bonar Law had said that capital which 
he had invested in the shipping business 
had returned him an enormous profit) 
during the war, he had losti money. No 
doubt that is‘so. But there are thousands 
who are making money out of the war. 
No doubt the Treasurer regrets thati as 


much as I do, but why does he not at- 


tempt to prevent it? 

Sir Joun Forrest.—The Bill 
introduced to prevent it. 

Mr. 
touch the fringe of the subject. 

Sir Jonn Forrest.—There is an income 
tax in addition to this War-time Profits 
ax. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—-The Treasurer is 
allowing people to retain more than fair 
profits. 3 


has been 


Satting suspended from 6.30 to 7.45 p.m. 
Mr. MATHEWS.—I was saying that 


there was justifiable indignation because 
of the fact that, whilst some people are 


MATHEWS.—The Bill does not 


making money out of the war, others are. 


suffering hardships. 


Dr. Matonry.—I think we should have © 


a quorum, 
Mr. 


[Quorum formed. | 
MATHEWS.—The Government 


say that they desire to do a fair thing, — 


but they are evidently determined to use 
all the methods, military and otherwise, 
to suppress any demonstration that is 
made against the present state of affairs. 


Mr. Boyp.—Rebellion ! abe 


ce 
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Mr. MATHEWS.—I know whose the 
fault will be if rebellion does come about. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The hon- 
orable member is straying from the ques- 
tion before the Chair. 

Mr. MATHEWS,.—My opinion is that 
the present disturbance is caused by the 
fact that all necessary commodities are at 
such high prices that people cannot live 
on the wages they receive to-day. But 
not only are the Government determined 
to allow to escape the men who have ac- 
tually -robbed the people, but they are 
throwing other men out of work. 
suppose I shall be told as usual that the 
men leave their work. Of course they 
do. All through the ages the workers 

have had to leave their employment in 
the hope of getting better pay after- 
. wards. . 

Mr. Corser.—The 
does nof say that the workers have struck 
for more pay. 

Mr. MATHEWS. — The honorable 
member knows that any effort made to 
interfere with the conditions of the 

workers is likely to be injurious to them. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The hon- 

orable member is not now discussing the 
Bill. 
Mr. MATHEWS.—The question of 
taxation, especially as it applies to war- 
time profits, is so closely connected with 
the present industrial disturbance that I 
cannot dissociate the two things. I wish 
to show that we could settle almost the 
whole of the turmoil by effectively taxing 
excess profits. If people were not al- 
lowed to keep those profits they would 
not endeavour to make them. 

Sir Wiuuram -IRvinE.—What is 
objection to the Bill? 

Mr. MATHEWS.—It does not go far 
enough. Profiteers are to be allowed a 
profit of 10 per cent., and of all profits 
above that margin they are to pay an 
increasing percentage to the Treasurer. 
That is an inducement to exploit the 
people, and to still further raise prices. 
I am showing that, whilst the Govern- 
ment refuse to tax these people ade- 
quately, whilst they are allowing them to 
make enormous profits, they are throw- 

ing other men out of work. The Trea- 
surer estimates to expend on the war 
from revenue during the current finan- 
cial year £13,109,000. To get that 
money the Government are throwing men 
out of work instead of keeping them em- 
ployed on reproductive works, and insur- 
ing that the money is spent in Australia. 


your 
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By that action they are accentuating the 
position brought about by the high 
charges for the necessaries of life. If 
the Treasurer were to allow that money 
to be expended in Australia on reproduc- 
tive works we should not have the tur- 
moil with which we are confronted to- 
day. 1 ask the Treasurer, having re- 
gard to the peculiar position in Australia 
to-day through lack of employment, does 
he not think that when men are out of 
work, and other men are doing badly in 
their businesses, those who are exploiting - 
the people should not have their excess 
profits taken from them? However, f 
suppose the Ministry have made up their 
minds on this question, and will use the 
whip on their supporters. I know that 
there. are honorable members on the Go- 


_vernment side who indorse my ideas re- 


‘garding this Bill. 


They know that if 
the present condition of affairs is to con- 
tinue we shall have more trouble. 

No Government seems to have grasped 
firmly the problem of dealing with excess 
profits. The British Government, in the 
first place, were the cause of the whole 
trouble by allowing the shipping com- . 


panies to amass such large fortunes out 


of their ships. © Now, for purposes of 
taxation the profits are based, not on the 
value of ships in pre-war time, but on 


the inflated value of ships to-day. Ships 


have risen in price by 1,000 per cent. to 
1,500 per cent., and the profits are being 
based upon those high prices. 

Mr. Corser.—The companies could not 
replace the ships for any lesser amount, 

Mr. MATHEWS.—That is not the 
point. A ship worth £20,000 in pre-war 
times has been sold for £300,000, and the 
profit of the company is based on that 
£300,000 value instead of on the original 
value. If the British Government had 
given a proper lead in this matter, the 
Australian Government might have fol- 
lowed suit. Because of the excessive 
charges for shipping, our wheat is left in 
Australia to rot and be eaten by mice,. 
and the high cost of living is the result. 
The farmers of Australia are getting 4s. 
13d. for their wheat, whilst farmers in 
other countries are getting up to Lls. 
But it costs more to carry the wheat of 
Australia in ships with inflated values 
than the farmer receives for his wheat. 
The British Government, had they liked, 
could have commandeered every one of the 
ships, and allowed the companies 10 per 
cent. on their real value. The inflated 
value of shipping has been passed on to 
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Australia. The present Government is 
like all other Governments. An honor- 
able member asked, this afternoon, why 
the Labour Government did not do what 
T am suggesting. The reason is that the 
men who were in the Labour party then, 
and have since left it, would not let us do 
what we desired. The Prime Minister is 
the principal offender of the lot. 

Mr. McWituiams.—Why did you sit 
behind him ? . z 

Mr. MATHEWS.—We had to sup- 
port those who were in office then or ac- 
cept a Government that would be worse. 
The Prime Minister is the man responsible 
for the excessive profits being made in 
Australia. He has power to stop pro- 
fiteering. He had strength of mind 

enough to do many things which few 
others would have attempted, and yet he 
has allowed the profiteers to exploit the 
people. | ; 

Mr. Wisr.—And you had not sufficient 

_ strength of mind to resist him, even 
though you had the numbers. 

Mr. MATHEWS. — The honorable 
member is trying to be funny, but the 
position in Australia to-day is not comic; 
—it is tragic. What I desire is the pro- 
per taxation of war-time profits. I desire 
legislation that will protect the public 
from the exploitation of profiteers by 
providing for the Government taking all 
war-time profits, over and above a certain 
percentage. [I shall not vote for the 
second reading of this Bill, but if it be 
carried into Committee I shall ithere 
assist. others in the effort to improve it, 
and if it be so improved as to be of any 
value, I shall then vote for its. third 
reading. 

Mr. RODGERS (Wannon) [8.1].—So 
far aS 1t can be regarded as representing 
part of the burden of the war, I am quite 
prepared to see the community, and par- 
ticularly the non-combatant section of 
the community of Australia, bearing: its 
full share of taxation. 
however, that I welcome this measure, 
since I believe it to be both imperfect and 
narrow in conception. I do not look 
upon the Treasurer, who introduced the 
Bill, as having conceived it. I view it 
rather as beimmg one of the inheritances 
of our party. It is almost the adopted 
son of the party. Its name has been 
changed, but still it is unpopular. It 
first saw the light of day as a ‘‘ War 
Profits Bill.’’ Later on it came along 
as a ‘‘ War-time Profits Bill.’’ For its 


~tion of the vessels recently acquired, not 


I cannot say, - 


origin, however, we have to look peyond % < 
the Treasurer. The first War Profits Bill — 


Imperial. measure. We 
have followed closely and almost _— 
devotedly most of the war legislation of 
the Mother Country. Britaim set out to 
deal with the inordinate profits that were 
being made by the ship-owners and manu- — § 
facturers of munitions in the United ~ 
Kingdom. Australia, on the other hand, — 
stands in quite a different position in 
relation to the war. With the excep- 7 

be 

- 

Ee 


one ship Australian owned has car- — 
ried any food-stuffs or munitions to the 
Mother Country. As a matter of facet, 
no munitions for the war are being manu- — 
factured here. In these circumstances, 
therefore, we cannot have the same rea- 
sons that Britain had for the promul- 
gation of a Bill of this character, - 
_ The present Prime Minister of Great 
Britain, Mr. Lloyd George, as a very ~ 
astute man, recognised that in order to 
obtain, and obtain quickly, the munitions 
that Britain required, it was necessary to 
offer the premium of immense rewards to” 
the great manufacturers of the Old Coun- _ 
try to give up their previous occupations 
and to convert their great organizations 
into huge arsenals. © Having induced 
them to do that, he very astutely cut 
them down to a reasonable price by legis- _ 
lating to take over a large proportion of 
the war-time profits secured in the manu- 
facture of munitions. Such a condition 
of affairs, does not obtain in Australia, ~~ 
nor are the conditions prevailing here at 
all applicable to the United Kingdom. —__ 
This is neither a War Profits Bill nor 4 
. 


a War-time Profits Bill. It is, In my 
judgment, a measure to Impose a war- 
time profits tax on some of the people of 
Australia and to exempt many more who ~ 
are earning profits even greater than 
those who come within its scope, provided 
only they were also in receipt of huge 
incomes or profits before the war. I 
should like, in the first place, to endea- 
vour to show the Treasurer that all — 
owners of capital—all lenders of capital — 
—who are not solely engaged in the busi- — 
ness of lending money, will escape the in- 
cidence of this tax. Notwithstanding 
that since the war the rate of interest has 
increased from 44 per cent. to 64 per cent. 
on the stable securities of this country, 
there is not a lender of money in Aus- 
tralia whose business is not primarilythat 
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Fy of lending money but will escape paying 


a tax on the increased interest under 
It is very questionable also 


whether some of the great houses whose 


~ money lending is merely incidental to 
_ the carrying on of their business will not 


oP 
’ 


escape this taxation. 


It is surely a fundamental error in 


principle that such a great increase should 
take place in the value of money—an in- 
crease incidental, of course, to the war— 
and that the profits so made should not 
come within the scope of the Bill. 
Let us analyze a few cases. Let 


_me take, by way of example, the position 
of the great insurance companies. Their 


business is not that of money lending. 


Their primary business is insurance, but 
we know that they are the great domi- 


_ciles of money in the Commonwealth. 


carrying on of. his life’s business. 


panies... Their 
actions are but incidental to the carrying 
on of their business; yet they are fiduci- 
ary institutions which take the place of 
business men who do lend money. They 


It is questionable, however, if they will 
come within the scope of the Bill. Then 
again, take the position of trustee com- 
money-lending trans- 


will, however, not come within the pro- 
visions of this measure. J might in- 


_ stance also the position of members of 
_ the legal profession, who have the control 
of trust funds, but I do not expect that 
- in that respect they should be dealt with 


as trustees. 

_ Let us come to another fortuitous type 
of man—the man who has finished the 
He 


_ liquidates his life’s work, and decides to 


put his money into the most stable form 


of security that he can obtain in Aus- 


tralia. In other words, he decides to 


_ invest.in land. He purchases real estate; 
and lets it as landlord, but whether 


- it be 


broad acres, residential pro- 
perties, or business shops in the heart 
of the city, unless his business be solely 
that of a landlord buying and letting pro- 
perties or dealing in land, I doubt very 
much whether he will come under this 
Bill. If the Government conceive it to 
be the duty of those who, in war time, 
earn profits in excess of their pre-war re- 


turns, to contribute their quota of the 


money required for the carrying on of the 


war, then I say that, after making pro- 


vision for the rectification of a few 
anomalies, there is no good reason why 


_ the whole of the non-combatants of Aus- 
_ tralia should not come into the fold of 
taxation. — ; | 


~ 


I cannot understand what justification 
there is for the exemption of individuals. 
We have laid 


or groups of individuals. 
it down—and I am one who believes in 
the principle—that. when a nation is at 


.war all its resources should be organized 


for the conduct of that war. That prin- 
ciple has been put to the test recently, 


‘so far as the man-power of Australia is 


concerned. I regard that as only a sec- 
tion of the obligation that the country 
owes. The man-power is one section, but 
all the other resources of the country 
should be marshalled and put at the dis- 
posal of the country. 

I am not satisfied with this Bill, and 
as I have already said, I do not believe it 
was conceived in the mind of the Trea- 
surer. I regard it as the adopted son of 
the party... In my judgment, it is a misfit 
intended to apply only to a section only 
of those who are earning war-time profits. 

Mr. Sampson.—Would the honorable 
member strike out all exemptions? 

Mr. RODGERS.—I shall answer the 
honorable member’s question in this way: 
In 1914—the year when the war broke 
out-—this country suffered one of the most 
devastating droughts in its history. 
the result: of that drought, I believe we 
lost, at the very least, £100,000,000 by 
reason of exhaustion of stock and non- 
production of produce of all descriptions. 
The very face of the earth was bare and 
unyielding. I would go the length of 
saying that all who suffered from the 
drought should have a fixed period for re- 
covery, so far as this Bill is concerned. 
In the case of such people, however, this 
Bill practically proposes to tax capital in- 
stead of earnings, or what would really 
be income in the period of recovery. 

I do not propose at this stage to discuss 
the machinery of the Bill; a more suitable 
opportunity will offer when the measure is 


in Committee. Like the honorable 
member for Flinders (Sir William 
Irvine), I think the Government 


are proposing to place an impossible task 
in the hands of the gentleman who is to 
administer this law. The House is not at- 
tempting to define its object. Under the 
Bill it is not a war profit, nor is it a war- 
time profit) that we are proposing to tax 
in respect of the whole of the people of 
Australia. The Bill is so drawn that 
any sensible person looking at it, and 
knowing anything of the commercial, 
financial, and rural interests of the Com- 
monwealth, must recognise that grave in- 
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justices are going to be done under it. 
‘The Commissioner is to be given very wide 
powers. The National Government has 
‘been very fortunate, since the inception 
of its direct taxation policy, in having as 
its Taxation Commissioner a man _ so 
eminent| and so broad-minded as was the 
late Commissioner. In his successor—the 
gentleman who is to-day filling his place— 
the Government have a very capable, able, 
and earnest officer, who I believe will give 
the taxpayers a fair.deal. But the time 
may, and will come, no doubt, when the 
Treasurer, beginning to find that he is 
getting short of money, will think that too 
liberal a construction is perhaps put upon 
the Act by the Commissioner administer- 
ing it. The Commissioner will then be 
elbowed to secure more revenue from this 
source, and, in my judgment, his inter- 
pretation of the law may become less 
favorable. 

This Parliament oughti to be capable of 
declaring what it sets out to do. Let it 
make known its intentions in clearer and 
more definite language than is employed 
in this measure. As it stands, the Bill is 
imperfect. It is not right that a Minister 
should pass over his responsibility to the 
Commissioner to such an extent as is here 
proposed. 
present form, the whole burden of re- 
sponsibility will be placed on the Com- 
missioner. The responsibility is one which 
Parliament should take. We should be 
more specific and definite in stating what 
we seek to accomplish. 

Sir WiLt1am Irvine.—It leaves the re- 
sponsibility upon him, without any guid- 
ing principle. 

Mr. RODGERS.—That is so. 

Mr. Sampson.—The Commissioner’s 
great powers are chiefly in respect of new 
businesses. 

* Mr. RODGERS.—He has very much 
wider powers in relation to other matters. 


Under one provision he has power practi- © 


cally to use his own discretion. 

Mr. Sampson.—There is a definition of 
“capital ’’ in the Bill. 

Mr. RODGERS.—I venture to say that 
that definition is altogether wrong, and 
that if it be allowed to stand it will cause 
grave injustice to many. Clause 16 pro- 


j _ vides that— 


The amount of the capital of a business shall 
be taken to be the amount of its capital paid 
up by the owner in money or in kind, together 
with all accumulated profits invested in the 
business, with the addition or subtraction of 
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If the Bill goes through in its - 


! / 
balances brought forward from previous years 
to the credit or debit respectively of profit and 
loss account. 


If the Bill remains as it is, what will be 
They 


the position of those in business ? 
will get only the benefit of the 10 per 
cent. exemption in regard to their own 
capital in the business. 
revolves on public credit; nation lves on 
nation, and individuals on one another; 


and it is the custom for the fortunate | 


man to lend to his less fortunate bro- 
thers. 
many of the great business undertakings 
of this city could not survive for half a 
year if the borrowed capital were with- 
drawn. A full allowance of 10 per cent. 
should be allowed on all capital in a busi- 
ness. 

I must say that, in my judgment, the 
Treasurer, as far as the Rill will allow him, 


_ has shown a disposition to meet practically 


every interest which he believes has a 
genuine grievance. I, along with other 
honorable members, have brought some 
cases under his notice, and he has given 
us most considerate treatment; and whiat 


I complain of is that the Bill, as con-— 


structed, will not permit him to do jus- 
tice. 
is allowed by the Treasurer, and honor- 
able members, particularly those opposite, 
say that that is excessive. To-day the 
value of money, apart altogether from in- 
vestments in business, is from 64 per 
cent. to 7 per cent. on overdraft. There 
ig a margin of 3 per cent. for the risk of 
carrying on the business, for losses, and 
for management; and that is a very 


small sum in a great commercial com- 


munity. 

Mr, Poynron.—If the 
stuck to the 6 per cent. and 7 per cent. 
that anomaly would not exist. 

Mr. RODGERS.—I agree, but a grave 
injustice would occur, and I congratulate 
the Treasurer on recognising that indus- 
tries cannot go ahead without some in- 
ducements. 


Mr. Poynton.—LHight per cent. is a 


very good inducement. Half the in- 
dustries are not earning 8 per cent. : 

Mr. RODGERS.—That makes_ 
honorable member’s position sé much the 


worse, because the business man gets no 
- margin at all, practically, for carrying 


on the business. A man with no risks, 
no organization to provide for, and no 


The very.world | 


- The taxing master knows that 


Treasurer had | 


the | 


In respect of capital, 10 per cent. _ 


industrial troubles, gets the benefit of 6 
per cent. and 7 per cent., while, in the 
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other case of a business, it is said that 8 
per cent. is sufficient. under the Bill. 

Mr. Poynron.—He gets 8 per cent., 
and then half the profits. 

Mr. RODGERS.—Of course, he does, 
and I think the Treasurer has done well 
to allow that margin. As the Bill is 
constructed, it adversely affects the man 
who has come through a drought period ; 
and it does not matter whether he be on 
the land or in business, for every busi- 
ness suffers with the rural industries. In 
the stock business, of which I have had 
some experience, it is customary for busi- 
ness firms to arrange credits for stock- 
owners, who pay 6 per cent. and 7 per 
cent. Under the proposal of the hon- 
orable member for Grey (Mr. Poynton), 
there would be no inducement whatever 
for a country auctioneer to employ any 
capital except his own. ; 

Mr. Poynron.—How is that got over 
in the case of the English Act? 

Mr. RODGERS.— The conditions in 
Great Britain are altogether different 
from the conditions in Australia. I 
would be very slow to make any plea in 


_ the House or elsewhere that any person 


should evade his proper financial obliga- 
tions at war time. I do not believe in 
the Bill; but if the Government regards 


it as a vital part of their financial pro- 


4 
~~ 
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posals, it, of course, becomes an obliga- 
tion on Government supporters to see 
that the money is obtained by this 
means. The Bill is an attempt to build 
commercial principles on a political Bull, 
for this Bill in Australia is mainly poli- 
tical. 

Mr. West.—That is pretty rough! 

Mr. RODGERS.—It has been in the 
*‘ window-dressing’’ of three different 
Governments, but it will not fit, in an 
equitable way, the financial and commer- 
cial interests of this country. The result 
is that the incentive to business is re- 
moved immediately you take over 75 per 
cent. of the profits, and credit will be re- 
stricted. — ‘ 

Sir Wiiir1am Irvine.—You are refer- 
ring to profits that are not derived from 
the war ? . 

Mr. RODGERS.—Of course; I am re- 
“ferring to the carrying on of all the finan- 
cial and commercial operations of the 
country, very few of which have direct 
relation to the supply of war require- 
ments. In England, Mr. Lloyd George, 
with a view to the delivery of the war 
goods at the earliest possible moment, gave 
an excessive reward for the provision of 
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munitions and equipment, and got back 
a fair portion by taxation. We must re- 
cognise that a tremendous financial ex- 
haustion has gone on in every country, 
and we are still in the middle of a great 
war, the end of which no one can see. 
We here, however, have not yet felt this 
devastating exhaustion of capital, because 
we are living on an artificial inflation of 
internal credit. But we must reach the 
stage when we must either continue to 
carry on under these artificial conditions, 
or come back to financial soundness and 
stability 

I take it that the Treasurer wishes to 
see new wealth created in order to make 
up for this exhaustion and to meet our 
enormous interest debt. Further, we 
have to remember that 350,000 to 400,000 
men will have to be restored to citizen life, 
and this will cost a large amount of 
money. This Parliament has two great 
obligations: first, to keep the men backed 
up on the battlefields, and, secondly, to 
compensate them reasonably for what 
they have done on their return. To 
meet the circumstances the wheels of 
every industry, rural and secondary, must 
spin at top pace. To-day, in this city of 
Melbourne, at any rate, there is unem- 
ployment, and I submit that if we take 
away the wages fund by taxation. under 
this Bill we shall increase unemployment. 


Mr. Herrmann.—Would the honorable 
member allow a man to make any profit 
he chose? 

Mr. RODGERS.—If the honorable 
member looks at our taxation legislation 
he will find that all our Income Tax Bills © 
are so graded that all are reached, and 
we could, if necessary, increase the gra- 
dation. 

Under this Bill a business may be mak- 
ing a profit of £100,000 a year and, pro- 
viding it has always done this, and that 
the profit is within 10 per cent. of the 
capital, it will not come under the Bill. - 
On the other hand, a struggling stock — 
farmer, who is trying to emerge from the 
drought period, and in the recovery period 
has a very’ good year, may probably 
find himself called upon to pay £1,000 
or £2,000. In my opinion, the Bill is 
narrow, and allows too many to escape. 
Every one in business here is having his 
life and his business defended, and all 
ought to pay in their proper proportion 
on incomes. 

Mr. Boyp.—What about the exemption 
of agriculture ? 


1094 


Mr. RODGERS.—I say that in effect 
that is not a complete exemption. What 
wheat-grower is not also a stock-farmer ? 
He will escape in respect of his agriculture, 
but will pay as a stock-farmer; and how 
is he going to divide the two branches of 
his business? I dare say, however, that 
the taxing master will be astute enough to 
devise some means. Personally, 1 think 
that the portion of the farm which, for 
the time being, is under agriculture will 
be exempt, while the balance carrying 


stock will be liable. In appearance there is 


an agricultural exemption, -but in reality 
there is not, because in respect to the very 
horses he breeds and uses for agriculture 
the Bill will apply. However, the. far- 
mers of the country are as ‘patriotic as 
any other section. Their sons are away 
_ fighting our battle, and they have their 


-- hardships, but, providing they are given. 


a period of, say, two years or more to 
recover from drought, they are prepared 
to pay their proper share of taxation. 
There will be many cases of -hardship 
under the. Bill, but the proper place in 
which to deal with these is Committee. 
New businesses will be particularly hard 
hit. A young business will find itself with 
hobbles on, unable to move, in the ab- 
sence of a pre-war standard—it will not 
be able to move beyond the point that the 
Treasurer lays down. My experience of 
taxing measures is that once they are 
passed they are very hard to get rid of. 
Once we admit that a principle is right 


in legislation, it is very hard to get the 


principle or the measure removed. 

Mr. Poynton.—Do you think that 
under the Bill the only amount to be 
allowed is 10 per cent. ? 


_ Mr; RODGERS.—I am not going back 
- on that old question. If businesses were 
limited to the 7 per cent. or 8 per cent. 
- that the honorable member proposed when 
- Treasurer, a tremendous amount of in- 
- centive to push them ahead would he 
gone. 

_ . Mr. Poynron.—That is not fair to me. 
_ The Bill, as it left my hands, allowed for 
new businesses which would be seriously 
affected as high as 20 per cent. on pre-war 
rates. . 

Mr. RODGERS.—L am afraid the hon- 
orable member is thinking more of his 
_ position in relation to the Bill than of its 
effects on the commercial and financial 
community generally. I am convinced 
that a tremendous amount of injustice 
“ will be done under the Bill, particularly 
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to rural industries. Go through a d 
of the kind I have described and yo 
find that it takes years and years 
cover. { 

As regards old reconstructed bysinéssesc: 
previously unprofitable, those who em- 
barked in them in this country knew 
that for years they would be unprofit- 
able, because they would remain so 


long in the foundational or pioneering 


stage, but that ultimately they would be- 
come very profitable. 
say how those businesses are to be carried 
on under this Bill? When they reach the 
profitable pericd they will have to deliver 
over to him three-fourths of their earn- 
ings. We have not reached the stage in 
the public life of this country where indi- 
viduals are going to carry on their busi- 
nesses for the benefit of the community. 

Mr. Poynron.—The three-fourths is 
taken only after 10 per cent, has been 
allowed. 


Mr. 


certain number of years to make them 
profitable. Generally, they come inte 


their own at the end of that time, but, 


under this Bill, those concerned in them 


will not be able to get the reward neces- 


sary to make up for the contmuous losses 
during the earlier stages. The honorable 
member for Grey [Mr. 
know that there are many industries into — 
which men have gone with a certain know- 
ledge that they must stand severe losses 
for years and years, although, ultimately,” 
when they are put on a sound basis, they 
will get it all back in big profits. Under 


this proposal the incentive to carry on 


businesses of that kind will be lost. — 
I am pleased to see that the Bill allows 


credit for new businesses based on patent 
It has been the policy of this — 


rights. 


Will the Treasurer — Br 


RODGERS.—I am referring to 
businesses that have been reconstructed 
or launched.on a basis that will take a 


Poynton] must 
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country to protect the brains of men who » 


give it new devices for quickening produc 
tion. Ordinarily, the protection 1s ex- 
tended under the patent law for fourteen 
years.. Under this Bill the patent is to 
be regarded as a potential. asset, and I 
hope that, in that respect, both the 
Treasurer 
liberal. 


I know of a small industry based 


on a patent. A family of farming brothers _ 


dropped on a simple device. Not much 
capital is employed, but the profits on an 
industry of that description have to be 
substantial in the early days, otherwise _ 
we should not have in this county 


oe 


and Commissioner will be* — 


captains of industry like Mr. McKay, at 
Sunshine. That man started in the most 
modest way possible, protected under 
patent rights. I never object to a man 
: making a good profit providing that he 
employs it in his business, which, in turn, 
gives employment to the people of the 
_ country. That is one of the reasons why 
I never object, under the policy of Pro- 
tection, to'a manufacturer getting a good 
profit. You would never have the bigger 
wheel of industry if you stinted the manu- 
faeturer. If we keep people down to a 
very low margin of profit. we shall never 
obtain the big producing, commercial, and 
industrial effort necessary to carry us over 
the war period without substantial loss. 
If the Bill restricts profits to the pre-war 
standard, the effect: will be the very oppo- 
_ site to what we want. We must make up 
for the tremendous war losses, and make 
provision to absorb the fighting men when 
they come back. To do that, industry 
must be stimulated. | 


7 I notice that no provision is made for 
the exemption of a man whose business is 
being carried on while he is away fighting 
for his country. This must be an over 
‘sight, and I hope the Treasurer will see 
that, as regards personal exertion in his 
-- +business, a soldier on active service is 
placed in the same position under this Bill 
as he is under the Income Tax Act. 

Sir Wiitram Irvine.—If he has a share 
in a business which has made larger pro- 
fits out of the war, why should he be 
exempt? This is not like the Income Tax 
Bill, 

_ Mr. RODGERS.—Here again, I am 
_ afraid the honorable member for Flinders 
fails to appreciate the very cogent and 
---~potent arguments he put forward himself. 
_ ‘ake the man who is carrying on stock- 
farming. ‘There has never been in the 
history of Australia a period when the 
returns of the stock farmer have in- 
creased as they have since .the last 
drought. I prefer to say ‘‘ drought’’ 
rather than anything else, because the 

_ immediate cause of the rise in the value 
of stock was the drought, and not the war. 


B... 

Bs Sir WitriAm Irvine.—Then those are 
, ‘ 
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not war profits. 

Mr. RODGERS.—Not as the honorable 
member likes to define them, but they are 
war-time profits as defined in this Bill. 
Sir Jounn FPorrest.—There is the provi- 
_ sion as: te pre-war profits to go by. 
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Mr. RODGERS.—Although you have 
a pre-war standard the increment in value 
is due to the drought rather than to the — 
war. ; s% 

Sir Jonn Forrest.—I know all about — 
that, 

Mr. RODGERS.—I believe the Trea- — 
surer has been hit as well as many other © 
pastoralists in this country. I hope that, — 
knowing his own position, and being go 
well able to stand it, he will recognise 
that many others cannot: stand paying 
intio. the Treasury money that they have 
earned, but that, really belongs to the men 
who gave them credit, and that is not 
their own surplus money to hand over to 
the Treasury. 3 

Sir Joun Forrest.—The pre-war 
standard wili help a good many. That 
was before the drought, 

Mr. RODGERS.—The pre-war stan- 
dard will not: be sufficient if a period of 
non-production has intervened. Buti for 
the system of balancing good years against 
bad, the pastoral life of this country 
could not have been kept going. Every 
encouragement should be given tio the pas- 
toral industry. There appears to have 
grown up in Australia a contemptuous 
feeling towards the man who has pros- 
pered by grazing. 

Sir Wiiiram Irvine.—Not contemp- 
tuous—only envious, 

Mr. RODGERS.—It has taken the 
form of punitive legislation. 

Mr. Sampson.—Thati is only among the | 
new generation that knows not Joseph. 

Mr. RODGERS.—We in Australia are 
engaged in hawking corn 13,000 miles 
around the world for less than Id. per lb., 
although our country is eminently suited 
for stock raising, and we get 6d. per 
lb. for beef, Is, 3d. per lb. for wool, 
and proportionate prices for dairy pro- 
duce. Yet we are all hastening to grow 
corn instead of building up our flocks and 
herds, 

From my personal knowledge, I can 
assure the Treasurer that there is going 
to be a great injustice done to grazing and 
stock farming interests as a consequence 
of the drought if their recovery profits — 
are to be taken from them. I would sug- 
gest to him for a start to give, say, & — 
period of two years to recover from the 
drought. (If, as he says, they will be 
covered by the 10 per cent. provision, he- 
is giving nothing away; but if, as I be- 
lieve, their recovery profits will largely 
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exceed 10 per cent., they will be giving 
to the Treasurer in taxation capital which 
belongs, not to them, but to the men who 
have financed them. He will be doing 
them a good turn by _ re-considering 
the drought effect on their industry. 
Let me give him a. specific instance. 
Many people of necessity, and by the en- 
couragement' of all Governments, set 
to work to obtain increased production 
from the land. Every Parliament called 
out to these rural men to increase their 
production. Many, impelled by the neces- 
sity -of drought losses secured credit to 
buy stock. One man lost £7,000 during 
the drought. He borrowed capital to re- 
stock. Those who were concerned in 1t 
used all their activities ‘to gett him the 
right class of stock, and to get it cheap. He 
recovered in the first year over £4,000 
net. His previous pre-war standard for 
the very highest of the six years allowed 
was £1,200. 

Sir -Joun Forrest.—Surely in those 
six years he will get two that were pretty 
good, 

Mr. RODGERS.—The very besti of the 
six years that the right honorable gentle- 
man allows him to roam over and pick 
from was one which gave him £1,200. 
Under this Bill the Treasurer will take 
from him, of the £4,000 that he made in 
the first year after the drought, £1,500, 
aif not more. That money is not his. It 
belongs to the man who lent, him the capi- 
tal to re-stock, and he wants it to make 
up the previous loss of. £7,000. 

Sir Joun Forrest.—Whati about the 
capital clause? 
co RODGERS.—That will not cover 
him. 

Sir JoHn Forrest.—Then he is very 
hard to cover. 


Mr. RODGERS.—He is; but that does 


not| get away from the injustice of the 
case. 

Sir Jonn Forrest.—If the pre-war 
standard will not| cover him, and the 
capital clause will not cover him, what 
will ? 

Mr. RODGERS.—The point is that he 
has had a drought in between. He was 
encouraged by Governments, and impelled 
by his own necessities, to make another 
and special effort at recovery. He had 
his financier behind him, and he was com- 
 pelled to go at top pace to make the 

biggest profit he had ever made, to cover 


his loss. What he has made belongs to 
the man who financed him. It is not his 
to give. 
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member will give me particulars pf the 

case I shall look into it. . . 
Mr. RODGERS.—I shall furnish to 

the right honorable gentleman the par- 


ticulars of six specific cases. 

Mr. Hiccs.—Under the Bill/a man is 
entitled to make up his losses. | 

Mr. RODGERS.—No. There was an 
averaging provision in the old Bill, but 
it has been dropped out. There are war- 
time losses as well as war-time profits, and 
if a man’s profits, whether capital or not, 
are to be taken from him, his losses should 
be set off against them. I ask the Trea- 
surer to give careful consideration to the 
case of this man and to that of others 
similarly situated, whether engaged in 
rural or commercial pursuits. | 

Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [8.47].— 
1 do not know that the right honorablé 
gentleman who presides over the destinies 


of the Bill (Sir John Forrest) is abund-- 


antly satisfied with the criticism of it 
that he has heard, particularly from mem- 
bers of his own party. The speeches of 
the honorable members for Flinders (Sir 
William Irvine), Wannon (Mr. Rodgers), 
Kooyong (Sir Robert Best), and others 


make me think that there must have been — 


a lively time in the Nationalist Caucus 
when the Bill was under discussion there 
the other day. Evidently what has been 
said has made some impression on the 
Treasurer, because he has intimated, 
through the press and in reply to ques- 
tions in this House, that in Committee the 
Bill will be remodelled almost out of re- 
cognition. The honorable and _ learned 


member for Flinders is very dissatisfied 


with the Bill. He does not like its title. 
I agree with some of his concluding re- 
marks. He spoke of the great problems 
that will confront this and every country 
when the war ceases, and referred to the 
need for organization. 
slightest doubt that in the financial, com- 
mercial, industrial; and rural occupations 


all the genius of the community will be 


needed to make this re-organization suc- 
cessful. Unfortunately, we have not yet 
commenced it, and when the war ceases 
every other country will be in a better 
position than we shall occupy in Aus- 
tralia. 


Sir Jonn Forrest.—This Government 


has been in office only six months. 
Mr. FENTON.—If you scan the pages 


of Hansard you will find that on this sub-— 


I have not the — 


ject I have been like a ‘‘ voice crying in 
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the wilderness’’ almost since the war 
began. The honorable member for Her- 
bert (Mr. Bamford) gave the Bill a new 
title. 


Mr. Herrmann.—The best it has had. 


Mr. FENTON.—He said that the Bill 
practically indicates that we are trying 
to force on the country a measure to en- 
able persons to indulge in immoral prac- 
tices. His opinion concerning the measure, 
and its failure to deal with the cost of 
living, has been re-echoed on this side, but 
there has been a remarkable silence on 
‘the other concerning the increased cost of 
-living, which is at the root of the discon- 
tent now prevalent throughout the world. 
It is not only the industrial classes that 
are discontented; small and even com- 
paratively large business_men, and the 
community in general, are crying out, 
and the cry will be so loud that the Go- 
vernment will have to pay heed to it. 
For a long time past it has been my 
opinion that a condition precedent to 
taxation is the prevention of the passing 

on of taxes. The honorable member for 
Calare (Mr. Pigott) coined a new phrase 
when he referred to some of the central 
executives as super-parliaments. I am not 
afraid of them as super-parliaments. In 
my opinion, the real super-Parliament in 
this and every community is composed of 
those who control the supplies of thé na- 
tion, and fix the prices of its commodities. 
Parliament may impose war-time profits 
taxation, income taxation, or any other 
taxation, and it is passed on. The Minis- 
ter for Works and Railways has said 
that there is a process of filtration 
by which, with very rare exceptions, taxa- 
tion passes down until it comes to the 
_ bedrock—the-workers of the community. 
We may talk as we please about taxing the 
rich; this super-Parliament of which I 
speak—whose powers are greater than the 
powers of this Parliament in determining 
the distribution of taxation—passes it 
on. . 
~ Mr. Brennan.—This super-Parliament 
is not only greater than this Parliament, 
but also is well represented here. 


Mr. FENTON.—No doubt. Many 
-members would not be here if they had not 
had the solid support, financial and other- 

wise, of those to whom I refer. I wish 
now to refer to some of the remarks of 
the honorable member for Kooyong (Sir 
He quoted a few lines 
from an article by Mr. Raymond Rad- 
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clyffe which appeared in the May number 
of the Hnglish Review. I intend to quote — 
somewhat more extensively, because I pre- 
fer to put the views of this writer Into — 
Hansard in his own words instead of in 
my own. He writes— . 


That traders do add taxes to the cost of 
goods can be readily seen in the annual re-— 
ports of the thousand and one limited com- 
panies which appear every year. If these 
companies struck their balances before adding 
the excess profits tax, we should, perhaps, not 
be able to point the moral; but they don’t. 
Almost all give net profits after deducting the 
tax, and also after deducting income tax, the 
only exception being persecuted rubber com. 
panies, who invariably give the gross profits, 
and fight for the tax. 


I condemn previous Governments even 
more than this Government for their in- 
action in regard to war profits taxation. 
This taxation should have been imposed 
almost at the beginning of the war. In 
the latter part of 1914 the Fisher Govern- 
ment, which I. supported, should have 
done in Australia what the British Go- 
vernment did. The war broke out in 
August, 1914, and a little later the then 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Lloyd 
George, introduced a Bill providing for 
the taxation of war profits, the operation 
of which was made retrospective from the 
1st September? 1914. In Australia war 
profits were larger at the beginning of the 
war than they were later, because there 
were leakages at first which have since 
been repaired. To continue my quota- 
Ot 


Now, what do we find? Nine hundred and 
thirty-three companies made £61,070,697 in 
1912, £70,510,414 in 19138. In this last—the 
pre-war year—the companies made 11.7 per 
cent. on their capital. In 1914, there was no 
excess profits tax, and the first seven months 
were months of peace—low prices in rubber, 
iron, and steel; and the last five were months 
of collapse in money markets, some panic, and 
falling prices. Yet net profits in 909 com- 
panies included in the tables of the Hconomist 
were £69,684,531, an increase of 0.9 per cent. 
on the same companies in 1913. If we take 
1915, we find that 928 companies made 
£66,926,983, a decrease of 3.2 per cent.; but | 
the companies made 10.2 per cent. on their 
capital. We now come to 1916, in which year 
the 60 per cent. excess profits tax was in full 
working order, and the 5s. income tax also 
doing its best. Have the companies been in- 
jured? Not a bit of it. They have never 
done so well. Nine hundred and thirty-two 
companies made £86,587,823, an inerease of 
28.6 per cent. ‘over the profits made by the 
same companies in 1915, These companies 
made 13.2 per cent. on their capital. Here 
we have a splendid example of how the excess 
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profits tax works. Every manufacturer has 
made more money than he ever made before, 
and has made it after paying all the pre- 
posterous taxes. 

Later he says— 

Provision shops have had to pay more for 

provisions, and workmen find the cost of 
living higher; and, when the Budget comes 
along, we may find the excess profits tax raised 
to 75 per ecent., which will automatically raise 
the whole cost of the war 15 per cent. Nay, 
it will do more, for it will raise the cost of 
the workman’s food, and this means discon- 
tent, strikes, and then higher wages. 
I propose now to quote from the leading 
article of the Melbourne Age of the 1st 
August, 1917. It refers to the Common- 
wealth Government, and is on the same 
lines regarding the matter dealt with by 
Mr. Radelyffe. in his able article. 

Mr. Boyp.—Who says that it is an able 
article ? 

Mr. FENTON.—The honorable mem- 
ber will find it difficult to dodge Mr. Rad- 
clyffe’s deductions, though I do not agree 
with him that it is useless to impose war- 
time profits taxation because such taxa- 
tion is passed on. As I have said, we 
should prevent the passing on of taxation. 


There should be some method of limiting 


profits, or of fixing prices. — 

Mr. Boyp.—Does not the honorable 
member believe that all taxation is passed 
on ? 


Mr. FENTON.—The cost of goods is _ 


inereased. As the honorable member for 
Balaclava (Mr. Watt) has said, a man 
who is taxed tries his best to find some 
other shoulders on which to place the bur- 
den, and, as a rule, is successful in his 
quest. As a rule, the man on the land 
cannot pass on his taxation. The Age 
article to which IT have referred reads— 

The time is steadily approaching when the 


- Government of the Commonwealth will have. 


to choose between continuing its present policy, 
which is intrinsically a policy of strike promo- 
tion and the creation of general tumult and 
disorder, and adopting a policy scientifically 
calculated to banish discontent, that is to say, 
a general policy of price fixing. 

Unless the Government do something soon 
in regard to price fixing, the state of dis- 
content predicted in that article, and the 
picture presented by the writer in the 
English Review, will manifest themselves 
in our midst, and will extend to every 


section of the community, because people. 


in all classes of life are groaning under a 
load of taxation which they cannot longer 
bear, simply because the taxes imposed 
by the Federal and State Parliaments, 


and by other authorities, are being con- 
tinually passed on to the general mass of _ 
the people. : f Dees 
Sir Joun Forrest.—Why take sucha 
pessimistic view? — {ee 
Mr. FENTON.—It is not a pessimistic 
view. It is a view shared by everybody 
who has had experience of finanging a 
household. EAR aes deg 
Sir Joun Forrest.—You are always 
crying “ Wolf! Wolf!” a 
Mr. FENON.—I am merely trying 


to relieve the people of the increasing 


load of taxation that is imposed from 
time to time. Who pays many of our 
Excise duties? They are all passed on. 
Sir Jounw Forrest.—Who do you think 
is going to bear the duties except the — 
people who use the commodities that are — 
taxed ? . i 
Mr. FENTON.—It is the last straw 
that breaks the camel’s back. It is a 
marvel to many in this community how 
it 1s that working-class families manage 
to struggle along at the present time, and, — 
unfortunately, many of them are the 
wives and dependants of men who are 
fighting our battles atthe Front. We 
cannot allow this condition of things to 
continue. We call ourselves a National 
Parliament, and we ought to be prepared 
to stretch forth our hands to help and suc- 
cour those who are weak, as we must rea- 
lize that the people cannot for long re-_ 
sist, the increasing pressure that is being 
put upon them. If we wish to make the ~ 
people more discontented, let a little more __ 
of this taxation be passed on, and the cost 
of living further increased, and we shall 
bring about such trouble as the Treasurer -= 
will regret for many years. oe ee 
Sir Joun Forrrest.—You have been 
saying the same thing for years. — : 
Mr. FENTON.—When the honorable — 
member for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs) 
was Treasurer, I made the same appeal to 
him, and he admitted that we would have 
to devise means of preventing taxation 
being passed on. The same classes of — 
people who have borne the burden of taxa- 
tion all along are bearing it to-day; and — 
in time of war we are making that bur- 
den heavier than ever. It is high time ~ 
we put our house in order. The honor- ~ 
able member for Kooyong (Sir Robert — 
Best) waxed eloquent over the fact that, 
after a trial for one or two financial —— 
years, New Zealand has repealed this 
form of taxation. 01s) ~-2 eee 
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Sir Roserr Best.—It was a pacic Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! I ask the 
failure. honorable member not to reply to inter- 
Mr FENTON.—But remember that, jections which have. no reference to the ." 


although the New Zealand Parliament re- 

_ pealed the War Profits Tax, it has sub- 
stituted other taxation. A population of 
about 1,000,000 people is paying in ordi- 

nary income tax £1,600,000. There is a 

special war tax of £3,000,000, and in the 
last Budget-speech delivered by Sir 

Joseph Ward the Government announced 
_ their intention of imposing an amusement 
_ tax, yielding £800,000. They have also 
‘increased their revenue from Customs and 
_ Excise by £275,000. and from land tax 
” by £500,000. 

Sir Jonn Forrest.—-You forget that 
New Zealand differs from the Common- 
wealth, inasmuch as there are no State 
Parliaments imposing taxation there. 

Mr. FENTON.—1 take that fact into 
account, and I repeat what I have said 
on previous occasions—that it is about 

time we reduced the number of Par- 

liaaments in Australia. The Treasurer, 
as one who took a prominent part in the 
initiation of Federation, knows that the 
_ leaders of the Federal movement promised 
faithfully that the Federation would cost 
_ the people of Australia a mere bagatelle. 

They said that the Commonwealth would 
relieve the States of so many duties and 
responsibilities that their expenditure 
would be considerably decreased. 

Mr. Corser.—Are you advocating 
Unification ? 
_ Mr. FENTON.—TI do not: say that I go 
a to the extent of advocating Unification ; 
_ but I am inclined to prefer the South 
a3 African form of Federation to that which 
a we have in Australia The people to-day 
¥ are groaning under the present load of 

taxation; and they will demand, amongst 
other things, a decrease in the cost of 

living, and in the number of parlia- 
- mentarians and the fripperies associated 
_ with the various Parliaments. 

- Mr. Sinovair.—They did not groan be- 
fore the Labour party came into politics. 
Mr. FENTON.—The honorable mem- 
_ ber ought to be the last to complain about 
_ the Labour party coming into politics. 

The Labour party has placed reform legis- 
~ lation on the statute-book, and brought 
into existence institutions that have been 
a the great bulwark of the Commonwealth 
in this time of stress. Without the Com- 
monwealth. Bank and the note issue, the 
people of Australia would be handicapped 
almost out of existence. 
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subject-matter of the Bill. 
Mr. FENTON.—I propose to read an 


extract from the American Review of Re~ — 


views. It is not my intention to compare 
American manufacturing profits 
those made in Australia. Until recently 
the United States of America stood out of 
the war, and was executing large orders 
for munitions for every one of the allied 
Governments. Naturally, the manufac- 
turing industries of that country “have 
gone ahead by leaps and bounds, and 
their incomes have shown the natural in- 
crease that comes from a greater volume 
of business. But a writer in the American 
Review of Reviews, dealing with the in- 
crease of profits in America, said— 

In 1913, eminent’economists could, and aids 
prove that a world war could not be fought 
for two years with the gigantic demands of 
modern war financing. They showed that the 
stored up capital of the world was not suffi- 
cient to stand the stram; and ‘they were 
right. 

But a greater conflict than they promised has 
gone for nearly three years, and may go on 
much longer this is possible 
simply because the curr ent productivity of the 
human race has been increased by greater effi- 
ciency and effort, largely by the efficiency of 
more ‘highly socialized industry. 

I believe that. The nations of the world 
would never have been able to stand the 
strain of the war but for superior or- 
ganization and the socializing of industry. 
In this time of storm. and_ stress the 
socializing of ‘industry has practically 
saved the situation; and I am convinced 
that. what) has proved good in time of 
war will be: proved, from efficiency and 
productivity points of view, equally good 
in time of peace. The writer went on to 
quote the net income of leading industrial 
corporations— 

1914, 


Name of Company. 1916. 


29 Steel Munition and Ma- 


chinery .. $69,365,568 |— $596,236,644 
12 Copper, Zine Mining Com- 

panies ‘ 31,041,951 225,446,026 
Automobile and Dy. re Com- : . 

panies : 23,542,390 63,538,618 
Sugar, Leather, WwW ool, Meat, 

&e. = re 47,811,898 116,696,484 
Shipping Concerns .. 3,208,259 20,177,818 
Chei:nical Companies. 10,514,112 82,625,539 


Totals 


Sir Rosert Bestr.—But those figures _ 


relate to America. 


oe 


Neeley 


with — 


$244,376,576) $1,366,040,9%3 
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Mr. FENTON.—One would infer from 
some of the arguments used to-day that 
no war profits at all were being made in 
Although I 
do not agree with. many of the pro- 
visions in tthis Bill, I must confess 
that, notwithstanding that we in Aus- 
tralia have not had’ big war contracts 
for munitions, we have had big war con- 
tracts for wool and woollen goods, for 
clothing, and other commodities; and the 
suppliers of those goods, as well as others 
in the trading community, have made 
during war-time very big profits. 

Sir Rosert Brest.—Whilst we have 
made thousands of pounds, the American 
manufacturers have made profits of mil- 
lions. 

Mr. FENTON.—Certainly; but there 
is no reason why, with a proper system of 
war profits taxation, we should not tax 
those thousands. I think the figures in 
the last New Zealand Budget will show a 
proposed increase of nearly £5,000,000 
and although ithe war 
profits tax has been repealed, the Govern- 
ment are proposing other taxation which 
will be perhaps even heavier than that 
which has been withdrawn. No doubt, 
the New Zealand Government will have 
special provisions in those new taxes to 
deal with the people who have made big 
profits in war time. 


Sir Ropert Brest.—The war profits tax 


was abandoned in New Zealand because 
of unequal treatment and the cost of col- 
lection. 

Mr. FENTON.—No one desires the 
creation of a costly Department for the 
administration of this tax. The existing 
Taxation Department has been successful 
in handling other new taxes, and I dare 
say this tax can be administered by it 
with the addition of a few extra officers. 


The imposition of this tax should not re-. 


quire the appointment of additional 


 highly-salaried officers. 


Several attempts have been made to 
discount the importance of the figures 


. produced by Sir Alexander Peacock in 


the Victorian Legislative Assembly show- 
ing the extent to which certain incomes 
have increased in this State. Whilst I 
am not a political admirer of that hon- 
orable gentleman, I think he would be 
the last man in the Victorian Parliament 
to try to mislead it, and as Treasurer of 
the State it is only reasonable to assume 
that he is well acquainted with its finan- 
cial operations. In this respect our cir- 
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cumstances may not find a pie 
in all the other States, but the position 
in one State is very often a fair index 
of what is going on in the others. 
pages 91-2-3 of No. 2 of the Victorian 
Parliamentary Debates of the present ses- 
sion, certain figures cited by Sir Alexan- 


der Peacock in the course of a want-of-con- 


The Leader of 


fidence debate are given. 


the Opposition has already quoted some 
of the figures given by Sir. Alexander 


Peacock, and they have been amplified by 
the honorable member for Melbourne 
(Dr. Maloney). 

Mr. Sprence,—They 
and of no value. 

Mr. FENTON..—I join issue with the 
honorable member. 


are misleading, 


mitted a few moments ago that Australia 
in no way compares’ with. either the 
United States of America or Great Bri- 
tain in regard to the manufacture of 
munitions and the profits arising there- 
from. That being so, from a business 
point of -view the ordinary trade and in- 
dustry of the Commonwealth since the 
outbreak of the war must have been pur- 
suing more or less the even tenor of its 
way. During that time prices have ma- 
terially increased. Woollen goods, for in- 
stance, have doubled in price. Some one 


must have obtained the benefit: of these in- — 


creases. Then again, we have required 
clothing for our men at the front, and 
although at present part of the Exhibi- 


tion Building is practically filled with the 


products of our woollen mills—— 

Mr. Maniroitp. — Does the honorable 
member say that the price of wool has 
doubled since the war? 


Mr. FENTON.—I am referring more 
particularly to the prices of woollen goods, 
such as flannels, which are double what 
they were in 1911. In 1912, according 
to Sir Alexander Peacock, there were in 


Victoria 1,056 taxable persons or com- | 


revenues or salaries of 


in 1915-16 the 


panies with 
£2,200 and over, and 
number had increased to 1,362. 
the total income of these persons or com- 
panies, whose revenues or _ salaries 
amounted to £2,200 and over, was 
£7,712,000; in 1913 at- ‘was £9,4395000; 
in 1914, £9,436,000; in 1915, £9,599,000 ; 
and in 1915-16, £9,481,000. For the 
twelve months ended 30th June of this 


this year, Sir Alexander Peacock said the — “q 


amount had gone up to £10,963,000, or 


an increase of £3,251,000 per annum in 3 


At. 


The honorable mem- 
ber for Kooyong (Sir Robert Best) ad-— 
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the earnings of these companies and per- 
sons since 1912. In view of these figures 
honorable members opposite say that the 
Treasurer’s estimrate of only £900,000 as 
the revenue likely to be received from this 
tax for a two years’ period must be an 
under-estimate. 


: 
; 


not worth the paper they are written on 
in the absence of more facts. We do not 
know’ what additional capital has been 
.. - ‘used. 
j Mr. FENTON.—That criticism applies 
not to me but to Sir Alexander Peacock. 
Mr. Corser.—The honorable member 
does not know to what extent the capital 
- employed in these businesses was 1in- 
| creased during the period under review. 
Mr. FENTON.—The honorable mem- 
ber will admit that the extra capital put 
into such businesses during the period 
named has not amounted to anything like 
£3,251,000. If there has been no such 
increase in capital, then the war-time 
_» profits in Victoria must have been con- 
siderably more than the Treasurer esti- 


— =. «ve fe 


mated. 

i Sir Joun Forrest. — The estimate is 
4 not mine; but I hope the honorable mem- 
ber is right. : 
3 Mr. FENTON.—By way of illustrat- 
- ing the profits made, I may refer to an 
item the increased cost of which is known 
to every one who has had anything to do 
__-with the building of a house. I refer to 
corrugated iron. I have it on the 


_ authority of those in the trade that one 
Melbourne firm alone has made £100,000 
out of its stocks of that commodity. I 
am not surprised that such a_ profit 
should have been made if the firm in 

_ question made its purchases early in the 

war. Immense profits have also been 

made on other lines. Some of those who 
talked largely of patriotism at a meeting 
of the Chamber of Commerce in Adelaide 

_ about two months ago were able to com- 

__-‘mandeer large supplies of certain chemi- 

_ cals and other lines at the commencement 
of the war, and, by holding them, to 
make profits of thousands of pounds. 
- Articles that used to be sold for 6d., 

- 9d., and 1s. a lb. went up in price to 

something like 2s, 6d., 3s., and 5s. per 

Ib. 

Mr. Ricnarp Foster.—But what do 
they cost to land to-day ? 
Mr. FENTON.—tThese prices were ob- 

_ tained for goods which were purchased or 

held in stock at the beginning of the war. 


Ro: 


d 


nis tit eo ee 
- Se 7 of 


y 


ie 0 


b) 


» 


Sir Joun Forrest. — The figures are 


Some of those who are regarded as among — 
the most reputable business men in the 
community are amongst the biggest trad-— 
ing gamblers in Victoria, These increases in 
prices were in respect of articles necessary 
for the health and welfare of the com- 
munity. In some of our hospitals we ~ 
have had the greatest difficulty in obtain- 
ing certain requisites. 

Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—I do not be- 
lieve it. 

Mr. FENTON.—The honorable mem- 
ber may speak for South Australia, but 
he must admit that there are certain 
limitations to his knowledge. I am speak- 
ing by the book, and, if desired, I can 
supply names and addresses. 

Dr. Matonry.—Are not Condy’s crys- 
tals 1,700 times dearer than before the 
war ? 

Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—They cannot be 
obtained. 3 

Mr. FENTON.—I can only say that I 
do not believe in that class of business 
morality which permits a man to buy up 
large stocks of chemicals or other ma- 
terials to store them away, and to take 
advantage of rises in prices week after 
week and month after month until he is 
able to obtain almost exorbitant rates. 
When we have in the community people 
who are prepared to resort to that class 
of trading—trading of the most immoral 
character—it is time that we did some- 
thing to prevent them passing these high 
costs on to the people, and to extract from 
their exchequers some of the money they 
have thus taken from the public so illegiti- 
mately. 

Coming to the exemptions in the Bill, 
I consider they are altogether too many. 
If this is to be a war measure there is no 
reason why any one should be exempt 
from it. If a farmer has made during 
war time profits in excess of his pre-war 
returns, why should his peculiar oceupa- 
tion exempt him from the provisions of 
the Bill? Then, again, why should pro- 
fessional men be exempt? Some of them 
have earned magnificent incomes since the 
war. We have sent to the Front between 
400 and 500 medical practitioners, who 
are doing there a noble service. Some of 
them gave up lucrative practices in order 
to serve their country. Those who have 
remained behind have consequently had 
more to do, and their revenues have im- 
mensely increased. It is true that many 
of our medical men are working night and 
day. It is equally true that they are 
making more money than they would earn 
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if their brother medical practitioners at 
the Front were here to-day. Enjoying, as 


they do, these increased incomes, there is 


no reason why they should not come 
within the scope of this measure. Many 
of the legal fraternity are in the same 
position. 

Sir Rospert Best.—What? 

Mr. FENTON.—The honorable mem- 
ber and his fellow legal practitioners are 
doing very well. 1 might in this connexion 
quote what Mr. Wells has to say about 
Sir Edward Carson, who belongs to the 
honorable member’s profession. Mr. 
Wells points out that even during this 
_ eritical war-time period Sir Edward Car- 
son, 


who is now a member of 

the British Cabinet, has been in 
the .Courts earning a splendid  in- 
come. Although many of our men have 


- gone away to fight for us, there are still 
many fighting as between themselves in 
Australia. There are many litigants, and 
where there are. litigants the lawyers 
gather. Where the lawyers gather there 
are handsome fees. : 
_ Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—The honorable 
member is now on solid ground. 

Mr, FENTON.—When we pass by the 
farmer and grazier and proceed to urge 


that lawyers should come under the tax,. 


the honorable member thinks we are on 
solid ground. Those who are making 
profits in excess of pre-war standards 
should come within the scope of this Bill. 

There have been so many threats, both 
in the course of the speeches of honorable 
members opposite and by way of interjec- 
tion, that I should not be surprised to see 
a number of them voting against the 

second reading of the Bill. 3 


Mr. Corsrer.—The Opposition would 
like to see it thrown out. 

Mr. Tupor.—No, but I should like to 
see some of the honorable member’s party 
assisting us in amending it in certain 
directions. 

Sir Jonn Forrest.—Those who say 
they do not wish to destroy the Bill, and 
yet attack it, are not very consistent. 

Mr. FENTON.—The Treasurer has 
just been assured by the Government 
Whip that the second reading of the Bill 
will be carried, and he is consequently 
smiling. I can assure the House that any 
amendment that will tend to improve this 
Bill and to knock it into something like 
reasonable shape will have my hearty 
support. In my opinion, this Bill is 


gratulated on the way in which the Bill 


this proposal of the Treasurer. 


the honorable member for Melbourne (Dr. 


Victoria alone; incomes have risen enor- 


operation of this Bill? 


neither more nor less than a hollow sham. —_ 
If the Ministry and their supporters, who 
are always prating about their sympathy 
for the ‘‘ under dog,’’ have any backbone 
at all, they will do their best to reduce 
the cost of living as a step which ought to 
precede every taxation measure. I urge 
the Treasurer, as a level-headed, think- 
ing man, backed up by a strong party, to 
consider the matter calmly and soberly, 
and to try tio persuade the erratic Prime 
Minister to bring down a measure to pro- 
tect the people from exploitation, and re- __ 
move some of the burdens which, if al- 
lowed to remain, will bring upon the Go- 
vernment consequences that always follow 
when the people are not treated as they 
ought to be treated.. ty 

Dr. Matonzey.—I think we ought to 
have a quorum. [Quorum formed. | 


Mr. MANIFOLD (Corangamite) [9.32]. _ 
—I am sure the Treasurer is to be con- 
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has been received from honorable mem- 
bers opposite, who hitherto have stumped. 
the country promising the people that if 
they were. returned they would tax war 
profits and everything else. Now, how- 
ever, we find them very busy ‘‘slanging”? 
I say 
stvaight| away that, if I thought for a 
moment this Bill would bring in only 
£500,000 per year during the two years, . 
I should regard it as not worth troubling — 
about. However, my estimate as to the 
revenue is something like double that of 
the Treasurer. We have heard figures 
from the Leader of the Opposition and 
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Maloney), supplemented, to a certain ex- 
tent, by the honorable member for Mari- _ 
byrnong (Mr. Fenton), indicating that, in 


mously. If those figures have been “pre-— 
pared on a fair basis, and are correct, 
will those profits not come within the  _ 
The year 1914, 
as all who are connected with the country 
in any way must| know, was one of the 
very worst years Victoria ever- went 
through. oe Se 
Dr. Manoney.—The Year-Book does 
not bear out your statement, for it shows _ 
that 1902-3 was a worse year: eee 


had to come to its assistance. Buti for ae: 
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this, the industry to-day would have been — 


in a very poor way. Some honorable 
members opposite have made speeches, noti 
dealing with war profits taxation, but 
with the fixation of the prices of com- 
modities, and the reduction of the cost of 
living. It is perfectly well known that 
the great rise in the price of meat has 
been caused to a very large extent by 
the drought. As to beef, the rise is 
owing to the great losses that. occurred 
during the calving period ; and if it is de- 
sired to fix prices, we should fix the price 
of the unborn calf at varying figures for 


the one-year-old, the two-year-old, and so 


forth. 


ee 
17 


It is idle to suppose that any at- 
tempt to fix the price of beef will have 
any effect in reducing it. ~ Victoria does 
not breed anything like sufficient cattle 
to keep the Melbourne market alone go- 
ing, and stock has to be brought from 
other States at enormous cost. I am not 
now interested in cattle in any of the 
States, so that I can speak with some 
freedom. I have seen cattle coming down 
in a very low condition, at a cost to the 


_ graziers of £19 a head, and although they 


were a decent kind of bullock, the graziers 
will never get their money back. ~ They 
have to go to New England and the 
Queensland border to buy stock, because 
‘It is impossible otherwise to get whati is 


required for the Victorian market. ~ 


I shall leave the question of the profits 
made by warehousemen to other members 
to deal with, but I believe those profits 
have been enormous, and that they will 

be dealt with under this Bill. Those in- 
terested in woollen mills and kindred 
industries have also made large profits; 
and I cannot see why honorable mem- 


bers opposite are not prepared to tax | 


them by means of this measure, the oppo- 
sition to which, so far as I can see, comes 


Be se largely from the friends of the manufac- 
turers. = 


I do not think that very much re- 
venue will be derived from the rural 
industries, especially in the more settled 
‘portions of Australia, but a fair amount 
will be realized, if the Bill remains in its 


¥ present form, from leasehold properties 
in other States, more particularly in 
Queensland. 


I am interested in a lease- 
hold property in that State, though I am 
not engaged in breeding cattle. I had 
my lesson in the cattle industry some 


ey years. ago on a property on the Gulf; 
and I remember that it did not matter 
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whether we sold or did not sell, we never 
had more than 5,000 head. When things — 
got very bad indeed, and we found there 
were only a few bullocks of five years old 
fit for market, we boiled the lot down, 
horns and all, and only realized 17s, 6d. 
per head. At the present time, as I 
say, I am_not in the cattle trade, but am 


interested in wool. Iam not growling ate 2 


the proposed taxation as it affects wool, 
because thé wool-grower gets his money 
and the profits. 


Mr. Fenron.—It has gone up 50 per 
cent.—that is, woollen goods have. 


Mr. MANIFOLD.—There has been, I 
know, an increase of 50 per cent. in the 
price of some kinds of wool compared with 
the pre-war rates; but in the case of other 
grades ithe increase has been nothing like 
that. In any case, even if wool generally 
had increased in price to that extent, 
it would be perfectly fair to take 
Some of the increase back in tax- 
ation. Much wool.in the Common- 
wealth is bringing a lower price to-day 
than it was prior to the war. If wool 
does not fall into one particular grade, 
and has to drop to a lower one, it brings 
3d. per lb. less. I am not complaining 
of that; but it is a hardship that has to 
be borne. What will really be taxed will 
not be the increased profit on the wool, 
but the increased output on the property. 
If a man was shearing 5,000 sheep prior 
to the war, and, by cultivation or other 
means, is now able to carry 6,000, the 
whole of the return from the 1,000 sheep 
is to be taxed. and that, I submit, is not 
fair. If, however, the increased price 
per lb. of the wool was taxed, it would 
be a fair proposition. 

I should like to deal more particularly 
with the question of cattle stations, of — 
which I know something, in Queensland. 
In the case of one property on the’ 
Northern Territory boundary in Queens- 
land, a start was made, when the drought 
began, with 17,000 head, and when the 
drought had finished there were 1,700. 
It was then felt to be no good carrying 
on the work under the then circum- 
stances, and it was decided to go in for 
improvements. Fencing wire was carted 
to the property at a cost of £40 per ton, 
and a considerable amount of water was 
provided. In 1913-14 the proprietors 
were branding 2,000 calves, and in 
1915-17 6,000 calves, an increase of 
4,000. Under the Bill as it is now, this 


, 
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4,000 inerease will be taken as represent- 
ing the profit for each year, or a total of 
£16,060 for the two years. The assess- 
ment is not made on the market value, 


or. on. the. stock. that “is. “sold;, but 
on the calves which are branded and 
many never see the market. If these 


people were hit with another drought, 
they would have no profit at all. This 
property consists of country, which does 
not carry very much stock. There are 
8.000 head of cows, 6,000 one-year 
old calves, 6,000 two-year olds, 
and 6,000 three-year olds, with 
3,000 four-year old bullocks fit to sell, 
with 1,000 others, or 30,000 in all. 


_~ They sell from 3,000 to 4,000 cattle off 


the property per year. A few cows, also, 
are sold, but the loss that takes place 
among the cows from time to time nearly 
wipes that item out altogether. Under 
the proposed tax these people would have 
to pay war-time profit taxation on a 
profit of £32,000, for calves and one-year- 
olds which may never see the market. 
That is a book profit only. Those are the 
kind of people we want to enicourage to go 
out into this country. After paying their 
war profits tax, it would pay them very 
much better to take the whole of their 
30,000 head of cattle off the place alto- 
gether, bring them down to the markets, 
and sell them, and leave the country 
vacant, because they would get from 
£120,000 to £130,000 for them. That is 
the sort of proposition you have to look to 
as regards the development of Australia. 
The value of leasehold property away out 
in this country is simply the value of the 
stock, and these people would be per- 
fectly justified in selling the whole of 
their stock and throwing the property 


back on the hands of the Government if. 


the Bill passes in its present shape. 

Mr. Fenton.—Must the flocks. and 
herds be brought up to a certain standard 
before the people can look. for a reduction 
in the price of meat? 


Mr. MANIFOLD.—-Yes. If the hon- 
orable member toured Victoria he would 
find it almost impossible to buy any store 
or four-year-old cattle bred in Victoria, 
because of the drought period in which 
all the calves were lost. The only place 
we can get them from is Queensland, 
and there we are, to a certain extent, shut 
out. 


Dr. Matonry.—Did they not slaughter 
a lot of female sheep and cattle in 1914? 
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Mr. MANIFOLD.—In some places 
they had to kill off the old ewes in 
thousands to save the younger and more 
valuable ewes that were coming on. 

Dr. Matoney.—Did they not kill them 
for food ? = 

Mr. MANIFOLD.—Decidedly. They 


sent a tremendous lot -of the older ewes 


and cows to the market in order to keep 


the others on. 


Mr. Consiprne.—Does the honorable 
member say that the shortage of cattle 
will adversely -affect the export trade 
while the prices are kept up in Australia? 

Mr. MANIFOLD.—The only way to 
export from the southern States is to be 
able to afford to pay more than the stuff 
will bring in the open market. 
Queensland meat is commandeered at a 
certain price. It is very hard for the ex- 
porter to get hold of beef in this country, 
but he can get a certain amount of lambs. 
Beef in Queensland prior to the outbreak 
of the war was worth about 20s. per ewt., 
although it was pretty hard to get 20s. 
The last big sales which have taken place 
in Queensland have been at about 37s. 6d., 
with a bonus of 2s. 6d. per cwt., making 
about £2 per cwt. The war profit is the 
difference between £1 per cwt. and £2 
per cwt. 

Mr. Tupor.—Apart from that, the skin 
and the offal are worth considerably more. 
The hide to-day is worth over £2 10s. 


Mr. MANIFOLD.—But the breeder of 


the cattle is not getting it. 

Mr. Tcpor.—Unfortunately, the con- 
sumer has to pay it. 

Mr. MANIFOLD.—I am_= quoting 
prices at plaices which are not quite on the 
railway line in Queensland. The slaugh- 
i gets the profit out of the hide and 
offal. 

It is provided by sub-clause 11 of 
clause 15 that, if a business changes hands, 
the new owner, on applying to the Com- 
missioner, can claim the right to carry 
it on as an old business, and get the pre- 
war standard, taking credit for the whole 
of the capital invested. Thus, if a pro- 
perty is worth £50,000, and it changes 


owners or is let as a whole, and the new 


tenant or owner puts in £10,000, he can 
claim 10 per cent. on a total of £60,000. 
That seems fair, but if the property is 
cut up and 


let to three different — 
individuals the previous capital invested — 


The © 


oY 


cannot be claimed, because it becomes a 
pew business. It is very easy to get over 


s, 


i ke 


it quite easily. 
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that difficulty by capitalizing the rental 
the various individuals are paying, and so 
arriving at the capital value of the money 
invested. 

A clause which affects the development 


of Australia considerably is the average . 


clause inserted by the honorable member 
for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs) in his Bill. 
By this a man who made a profit in oné 
year, and was assessed on it, could set off 
against it any loss he made in the next 
year. The present Treasurer (Sir John 
Forrest) is opposed to this, because he 


elaims that the Treasury should not be 
called on to refund what might amount to 
a considerable sum. 


Refunds are made 
under the Income Tax Agg and Land Tax 
Act, sometimes extending over several 
years. 

Sir Joun Forrest.—Not for losses. 

Mr. MANIFOLD.—Thank goodness 
they are made for overpayments, and 
sometimes amount to a considerable sum. 
There is, therefore, no logical reason why 
refunds should not be made under this 
tax. A man who makes a considerable 
profit this year with the good seasons 
that are going, may next year be struck 
by a drought in Queensland, and find 
practically the whole of his assets dis- 
appear. 

Mr. Fentron.—The Melbourne Tram- 
way Company had over £3,000 refunded 
for over-tax. 

Mr. MANIFOLD.—Of course, there is 
no argument as regards the Treasury not 
being able to pay back the money. . 

Mr. Poynron.—The Treasury do- not 
make any refund for losses. 

Mr. MANIFOLD.—They can refund 
If the whole of a man’s 
profits disappear next year, and the whole 


of his assets into the bargain, he is en- 


titled to a refund. 

I know we are not going to get many 
concessions out of the discussion on this 
measure, and we shall have to make the 
best of it. I want the Bill to be fair in 
its incidence.- I want it to hit all, and 
hit them all equally. I want to see a man 
who puts in his time, and runs a risk in 


_ developing the back country, given an 


opportunity to carry on. Ten per cent. 
is no good to a man in the good years out 
in the Never-Never, seeing that he has to 
run the risk of losing all his capital if he 
strikes a bad year. 

A man carrying on two businesses may 
have to pay a war-time profit tax on one 
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and make practically nothing on the 
other. If he makes a profit of only £100 
on one business, and a considerable war- 
time profit on the other, he has to pay © 
the tax on the second, and is allowed no 
deduction for the other; but if he makes. 
a loss on the one business, and a taxable 
profit on the other, he is allowed a de- 
duction. I contend that unless he earns 
the percentage on both businesses he ought 
to be allowed to deduct one from the 
other, or amalgamate the two businesses, 
provided that both are carried on on the 
same lines. 

If the Bill is going to pass, which I 
hope it is, I trust that an opportunity will 
be given to those affected to pay the tax 


either by war debentures or by inscribed 


stock. That will be a very great conveni- 
ence to those who have to pay, many of 
whom have invested their money in the 
war loan. 
Debate (on motion by Mr. Picorr) ad- 
journed. 
ADJOURNMENT. | 


AUSTRALIAN AND ENGLISH SOLDIERS.— 
WarR-TIME Prorits Tax ASSESSMENT 
BILL: AMENDMENTS. 


Motion (by Mr. Coox) proposed— 


That the House do now adjourn. 


Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [10.0]. 
—This afternoon I had on the notice- 
paper the following question :— 

With reference to the reported -statement 
attributed to Brigadier-General Sir Robert 
McC. Anderson that General Sir Archibald 
Murray, recently commanding in Egypt, had 
told) him that he (General Murray) would 
rather lose a division of other troops than a 
brigade of Australians, will the Prime Minis- 
ter, in justice to General Murray, cable to him 
to ascertain if the statement is correct? 

I think that, in justice to a gentleman who 
is not here to defend himself, the Minis- 
ter might do what I ask. I believe that 
Brigadier-General Anderson has lied in 
attributing to this soldier a statement that 
he would not dare to repeat to him before 
his face. If General Murray has said, in 
other words, that he would prefer to see 
five British soldiers killed rather than one 


_Australian soldier, I tell him that Aus- 


tralians do noj want that sort of praise. 
Every returned soldier honours the Eng- 
lish Tommy, and would be glad if they 
could be paid as well as he was. Our 
Australians do not want credit from a 
gimerack brigadier-general. What know- 
ledge of war has_ Brigadier-General 
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that a cablegram 
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Anderson? Is not his title merely one of 
honour? He may be a splendid account- 
ant, but he knows nothing about war. J 
do not think there is a man or woman in 
Australia who believes his vile insinua- 
tions against General Murray. 
him to prove this statement. General 
Murray is known as one of the most dash- 


_ing soldiers under the English flag. Has 


he not been given a certain duty because 
he is a man of resource, quick to act in 
moments of danger? Has not a town in 
Palestine surrendered to him, though I 
believe that he has since retired? When 
a gimcrack brigadier-general casts a slur 
on a soldier; he should prove his words. 
[ think that Wellington would have had 
any man shot who dared to say that he 
would prefer to sacrifice five men for one 
other man of the same race. If General 
Murray said, in a moment of confidence 
over a glass of wine, or at a dinner, what 
Brigadier-General Anderson has repeated, 
the latter’s action was despicable. I ask 
be sent to General 
Murray, asking if the infamous statement 
attributed to him by Brigadier-General 
Anderson is true. 

Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) [10.4].—I 


ask the Minister for the Navy why the . 


Government are keeping secret the pro- 
posed amendments of the War-time Pro- 
fits Tax Assessment Bill? The Trea- 
surer asked honorable members to let 


him kn ow what amendments they 
proposed to move, so that he might 
have due notice of them; and when 


I asked him if he would accord us the 
same courtesy, he replied that he would 
be happy to do so. In this morn- 
ing’s newspapers it was stated that the 
Government had considered certain 
amendments, but that the Prime Minister 
would not let the press have them until 


they were brought forward at the Com- 


mittee stage. © Why is this method of 
doing business adopted? Are the Govern- 
ment afraid of discussion? The Trea- 
surer said this afternoon that it would 
be a mistake to give notice of the amend- 


ments before the second reading thad been 


passed. It was said that Ministers would 
peeateta responsible government; but they 
do not seem to wish to take responsibili- 
ties upon themselves. 


the Liberal Caucus. 


Question resolved in the affirmative. 
~  -House adjourned at 10.5 p.m. 


T ask - 


Apparently they 
are willing to surrender their powers to_ 


Senate. 


Thursday, 16 August, 1917. 
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The Presipent (Senator the Hon. aT: 
Givens) took the chair at 3 p.m., and 
read prayers: 


DOCTORS AND LODGES. 


Senator EARLE.—I desire to ask the 
Minister representing the Government the 
following questions : -- 


1. Has his attoeeinn been directed ‘ a reso-- 
lution carried by the Bendigo Political Labour 
Council, and published in the press this morn- 
ing, which reads as follows :— 


Docrors AND LODGES. 


Bendigo —The foHowing resolution has 
been carried by Eaglehawk branch of the 
P.L.C.:— 

“That this meeting expresses its disoust 
at the action of the medical unionists tak- 
ing advantage of this time of national crisis 
to adopt the tactics of the extreme section 
of the I.W.W. by demanding higher wages, 
and threatening to strike if their demands 
are not conceded. 
the National Government to take imme- 
diate action to suppress these enemies of 
Fesk pod 
If so, will the Government consider the ad- 


visability of applying the doctrine of the Poli- — 


tical Labour Council to all similar enemies of 
society ? ~ 


Senator MILLEN.—I had not seen the 


“ 


resolution as read by the honorable sena- — 


tor, 


That this meeting urges. eB 


oa 


but I listened to its terms with 2@ ce 


great deal of pleasure, as I deduce from 


those terms a determination on the part — 


of that body to join with the Govern-_ 


ment in putting down strikes, which it 
regards as inimical to the national! in- 
eareaee in time of war. 


APPRAISEMENT OF WOOL. 


Senator MAUGHAN.—Can the Min- 
ister representing the Prime Minister fur- 
nish the Senate with any further informa- 
tion regarding the question raised by the — 
Rockhampton Chamber of Commerce the 
other day in connexion with the establish-— 


ment of a wool appraising centre for thet 


city? 
Senator MILLEN.—The matter - has> 


been referred to the Wool Committee, — 


which has been asked to furnish e ps ae ee 


Intowicating Liquors. 
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_ AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE. 


Senator BARNES.—Did the Minister 
for Defence notice in the Age of 6th 
August a statement by Brigadier-General 
z Sir Robert Anderson to the effect that a 
K new infantry division was in course of 
r: formation, and, if so, will he say whether 
it means a new infantry division in ad- 
dition to the five or six divisions which 
we already have at the Front? 
Senator PEARCE.—It does not mean 
a new infantry division in addition to the 
five divisions at the Front. It means that 
_ the reinforcements which are in England 
~ _are being organized on a divisional basis. 
ry ; si 
STOCKHOLM CONFERENCE. | 


. Senator FERRICKS asked the Min- 
- ister representing the Prime Minister, 
~  wpon notice— 

1. Has his attention been called to a statement 


in the daily press of Tuesday, 14th August, to 
the effect that the British Press Bureau has 


ister of Australia regarding the Stockholm 
Conference ? . 

. 2. Will the Minister read to the Senate a 
copy of the message? «+ 


Senator MILLEN .—The answers are— 


1. Yes. . 
2. The message was as follows :— 
*“T am strongly of the opinion that the 
--_- representation of Britain at the Stockholm 
_ €onference is most undesirable, and caleu- 
lated to hamper the Allies in the prosecu- 
tion of the war, and in deciding the terms 
ef peace. It is impossible to reconcile re- 
presentation at the Stockholm Conference 
with the war aims of Britain as stated by 
Mr. Lloyd George. I regard this Con- 
_ ference, at which ‘ peace cranks’ of all 
countries, including Britain, and _ secret 
po agents of Germany masquerading as_ paci- 
s, fists and friends of Labour, will be 
gathered together, as a cunning trap set to 
eateh loyal British Labour representatives, 
and through them, organized labour now 
supporting the war.’’ 


__-—sCINTOXICATING LIQUORS. 
Senator THOMAS asked the Minister 
representing the Minister for Trade and 
Customs, upon notice— 

J, Is it a fact, as reported in the daily press, 
that the Minister for Trade and Customs has 
_-~ given as one of the reasons why there was not 
_ a total prohibition of imported liquors, as in 
the case of other luxuries, that by doing so the 
_ reyenue would suffer to the extent of 
—-£1,750,000? 

2. If the statement, as reported in the press, 
is eorrect, viz., that the prohibition of intoxi- 
__ eating liquors would mean the loss of £1,750,000 
iw revenue, will the Minister inform the Senate 


ae F 42) is 


issued a copy of a message from the Prime Min-. 


who pays the £1,750,000—the consumer in Aus- 


tralia, or the citizens of those countries from 


which the intoxicating liquors come? 


aro 

1. Yes. 

2. 'The honorable senator’s studies in econo- 
mics have doubtless led him to form his ows 
conclusions on this much-debated 
question, 

Senator THOMAS asked the Minister 
representing the Prime “Minister, wpon 
notice— 

Ts it a fact that the Government, by pro- 
hibiting to 30 per cent. the importation of 
intoxicating liquors have definitely placed in- 
toxicating liquors in the category of luxuries, 
and not of necessities? 

Senator MILLEN.—The honorable 
senator ig aware that the question of the 
category in which intoxicating liquors 
should be placed is one on which public 


_ opinion is divided. 


RABBIT SKINS. 


Senator BARNES asked the Honorary 
Minister, upon notice— 


1. Is it a fact that all rabbit skins have been 
called up for appraisement, and that the rab- 
biters get ls. per lb. for them? 

2. Do the Government then auction the skins 
at an advance of 50 per cent.? 


Senator RUSSELL. — The 
are— | 


1. All rabbit skins except. ‘‘ coloured” skins 
must be sold to Government agents, who pay 
for them. in marketable condition at rates from 
2s. 3d. per Ib. to 9d. per lb. for very low-grade 
skins approximately, The prices are nett, and 
the average price per lb. paid by Government 
agents is ls. 6d. per Ib. 

2. The Government is supplying the hat 
manufacturers of the Commonwealth with 
nearly the whole of the higher grades of skins 
at cost price. 
While as much as 50 per cent. profit has been 
made on some lots, there has been an almost 
equally large loss on others. 


answers 


ENEMY SUBJECTS: INQUIRY. 
Senator PRATTEN asked the Minister: 


for Defence, wpon notice— 


1. What are the numbers. positions, 
periods of appointments of officials in 


and 
New 


economic | 


The balance is sold by auction. — 


Senator RUSSELL.— The answers — 


“< 


5 


South Wales advising, controlling, and dealing — 


with the internment, treatment, and departure 
of enemy subjects? ; 
2. What is the total number of persons 


naturalized in Australia since lst August, 1914, _ 


giving Germans and Austrians separately? 

3. What is the number of enemy subjects 
who have left Australia since the war began, 
giving males and females separately? 

4, Was an inquiry made into the general 
conditions then existing at the internment 
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camp at Holdsworthy, New South Wales, and, 
if so, whether the papers in connexion with 
such inquiry can be laid on the table of the 


Senate? 
PEARCE. — The 


Senator 
are— 


1. Such of this information that in the pub- 
lic interest can be made public will be fur- 
nished as soon as possible. 

2. The following figures have been supplied 
by the Department of Home and Territories, 
which deals with naturalization :—The number 
of persons naturalized in Australia since Ist 
August, 1914, is 5,583, of which 1,638 are 
Germans, and 147 Austrians. 

3. As pointed out to the honorable senator, 
in reply to his question of Ist August, the 
tabulation of this information would involve 
considerable time. There is a file with refer- 
ence to each man, and all of these files would 
have to be examined to ascertain the total 
number who have left. The work thus -entailed 
would be laborious, and it is considered not 
warranted. I may inform the honorable sena- 
tor that the great majority of those allowed 
to leave Australia are persons who were in- 
terned, and who were released and repatriated 
under instructions from the British Govyern- 
ment, in accordance with agreements with the 
German Government. 

4. This cannot be done in the public interest, 
but the honorable senator may see the file con 
fidentially. 


answers 


PAPERS. 


The following papers were presented :— 


Customs Act 1901-1916.—Proclamation, dated 
10th August, 1916, prohibiting exportation 
(except with Minister’s consent) of sul- 
phate of ammonia. 

Post and Telegraph Act 1901-1916.—Regula 
tions amended.—Statutory Rules 1917, Nos. 

_ 148, 152,153, 154, 172, 175, 176. 

Unlawful Associations Act 1916-17.—Regula- 
tions.—Statutory Rules 1917, No. 177% 


ALLIES’ PEACE TERMS. 
Motion (by Senator Frrricks) nega- 
tived— 


That, in the opinion*of the Senate, in the 
fourth year of the war, the time has arrived 
for the British Government to ascertain and 
make known the peace basis on which the 
Allies will be prepared to negotiate with ‘a 
view to ending the war. 


NATURALIZATION . BILL. 
Sreconp READING. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales 
—Vice-President of the Executive Coun- 


cil) [3.11].—I move— 


That this Bill be now read a second time. 
This short measure which I have to intro- 
duce to the attention of honorable sena- 
tors is one to amend the Naturalization 


Act. It will do so, not by the introduc- 


tion of any new principles, but by amend- 
ing provisions designed to remove certain 
defects discovered in the existing law. 
The first of these defects which it is 
sought to remedy is one which arises from 
the terms used in our existing law which 
was passed in 1903. Prior to the pass- 
age of the Commonwealth Act, each 
State had its own law dealing with the 
subject of naturalization. When the 
Federal law was passed, it recognised 
aliens who had been naturalized under 
State law. © In doing so provision was 
made for recognition by the Common- 
wealth of ceritificates of naturalization 
issued by the State. That was all right 
so far as the holders of those certificates 
were concerned, but it left out of con- 
sideration the children of such persons. 
They did not hold a certificate, though 
they were naturalized under a State law, 
and it was clearly the intention of this 
Parliament that they should follow the 
assumed nationality of their parents. The 
first amendment proposed by this Bill is 
designed to remedy that defect. The 
next proposal is one for tightening up the 
safeguards where an application is sub- 
mitted for naturalization. Under the 
existing law, a certificate of character, if 
I may so term it, from one citizen is re- 
garded as sufficient. Now, in the light 


of the experience gained during the last — 


three years, it is considered that some- 
thing more than that is needed, and this 
Bill makes provision for three certificates 
instead of one, whilst power is given to 
prescribe by regulation such additional 
requirements on the part of the applicant 
as may appear to the Minister, from time 
to time, to be necessary. The Bill will 
place no disability in the way of an alien 
who bond fide seeks and is entitled to 
naturalization; but it will make it @ 
little more difficult for any one to attempt 
to assume citizenship in this country to 
whom it is not advisable to grant that 
privilege.. Another provision in this Bill 
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appears in our legislation for the first’ 


time. It will permit people who are dis- 
posed to protest against the naturaliza- 
tion of an applicant for the _ privi- 
lege of citizenship the opportunity to 
do so. Honorable senators will recog- 
nise that some private citizen, know- 
ing that an application has _ been 
lodged, may be in possession of in- 
formation concerning the applicant which 


it is desirable the Minister should know. ~ 


Provision is. made in this Bill to enable 
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such a person to place himself in formal 
communication with the Department _so 
that his representations, or any informa- 
tion he may have to disclose, may be con- 
sidered before the application for natural- 
ization is finally dealt with. Another 
provision of this Bill is one which has 
been framed to meet a recent declaration 
of principle by Germany, that when one 
of the subjects of that country assumes 
naturalization under another power, he 
does not, by doing so, renounce citizen- 
ship of the country from which he comes. 
It is, therefore, proposed in this Bill 
that an applicant for naturalization shall 
not merely take the ordinary oath of 
allegiance, but shall also specifically re- 
nounce his allegiance to the country of 
his birth. Honorable senators will agree 
that that is a desirable and necessary pro- 
vision. 

Senator SHannon.—That will not re- 
lieve the applicant from his oath to his 
native country. 

Senator MILLEN.—Many of them do 
not make an oath in that sense. Many 
have left the country of their birth as 
minors. The difficulty is that in Ger- 
though these people may be 
naturalized here, they are held to be Ger- 
mans and subject to German law. 

Senator Colonel Roweti.—Will this 
provision apply to all who are naturalized 
at the present time? . 

Senator MILLEN.—I cannot answer 
that at the present moment, but I shall 


_ endeavour to obtain the information be- 


fore we deal with the Committee stage of 
the Bill. I have referred to the difficulty 
which has arisen from the use of the 
phrase ‘‘certificate of naturalization ”’ 
rather than the word ‘“‘ naturalization,’’ 
but there is another clause of this Bill 


_ which. specifically deals with children and 


other persons naturalized by other means 
than by an application for a certificate of 
naturalization. For instance, a woman 
Marrying a naturalized subject becomes 
naturalized herself, following the na- 
tionality of her husband. There is a 
elause in this Bill giving power for the 
revocation of certificates of naturalization. 
This is a power which I think is necessary. 
Whenever it is discovered that an alien 
has obtained naturalization by fraud, or 


is unworthy of the privilege, there will 


be power under this Bill to revoke his 
certificate of naturalization. Another 
provision to which I should like to direct 
attention is one which will give the right 


[16 Aveust, 1917. | 


ee 


Bill. 1109 
to the wives or children of naturalized 
persons to divest themselves of British 
nationality. The necessity for this pro- 
vision arises in this way: Where an 
alien obtains naturalization, and sub- 
sequently dies, his widow may de- 
sire to divest herself of the nation-— 
ality assumed by her husband. Not 
many cases of this kind are likely to 
arise, but it is obvious that if people do 
wish to do that, we should give them the 
opportunity, not in their interests, but in 
ours, that it may be made quite clear 
which national flag they desire to live 
under. I do not anticipate that the pro- 
visions of the Bill will give rise to much 
division of opinion. I think that honor- 
able senators will be fairly unanimous in 
regard to them, though they may form 
the subject of interesting debate. I have 
briefly explained the measure to honor- 
able senators, and at the Committee stage 
I shall be glad to supplement what I have 
said if further information is sought by 
honorable senators to enable them to ar- 
rive at a decision upon any of its provi- 
sions. ; 

Debate (on motion by Senator McDov- 
GALL) adjourned. 


PUBLIC SERVICE BILL. 
Sreconp READING. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Vice-President of the Executive Council) 
[3.19].—I move— 

That this Bill be now read a second time. 
This Bill deals with the Public Service 
Act, with the main provisions of which 
honorable senators are familiar. The pur- 
pose of this measure is to enable effect to 
be given to the declared policy of the Go- 
vernment to give preference to returned 
soldiers so far‘as employment in the Pub- 
lic Service is concerned. Honorable sena- 
tors are aware that there are certain limi- 
tations placed upon entrance into the 
Public Service. It is sought by this Bill, 
not to open wide the Public Service to the 
admission of any returned soldier, but to 
open a door by which a returned soldier 
may, if competent, pass into it. The 


second clause is rather important. It 


amends section 2 of the principal Act so 
as to include amongst those referred to as 
returned soldiers members of the nursing 
service and of the Naval Forces. This 
amendment of the law is entitled to sym- 

pathetic consideration. The next pro- 
vision to which I would direct attention 


the ages of sixteen and twenty-five. 
_ proposed now in the case of members of 
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alters the provision in the existing law by 
which any one entering the Public Service 
must enter the lowest class of the Clerical 
Division. It is now proposed to allow 
members of the Expeditionary Force to 
be appointed to such class and subdivision 
as the Commissioner determines, which 
will be after the applicant has demon- 
strated. by examination his fitness for the 
position sought. Another useful and im- 
portant amendment deals with examina- 
tions. At present an examination is set 
for applicants for entrance to the Service. 
It is now proposed to give the Commis- 
sioner a little wider latitude in shaping 
the examinations, and provision is also 
made by which he can recognise as suffi- 
cient an examination authorized by a 
University or other public body. Thus, 
where the applicant can already 
certificate from a University or other 
public body; it will not be necessary for 
the applicant, if he is a returned soldier, 
to submit himself for further examination. 
Those matters relate to the permanent 
branches of the service. 

As regards those who seek and obtain 
temporary employment, under the exist- 
ing law there is a limit of six months 
during which they can be employed, and 


_ that period in certain circumstances can 


be extended to-nine months. The Bill 
strikes out that limit in relation to mem- 
bers of the Expeditionary Force. If the 
applicant is suitable, and there is work 
requiring to be done, the employment can 
continue. At present admission to the 
Public Service is limited to those between 
It. is 


_ the Australian Imperial Force. to extend 
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the age limit to fifty-one years. 

Senator Frrrickxs.—Has the Bill any 
application to manual workers in the 
Publie Service ? 

Senator MILLEN.—Yes, the tempor- 
ary employees largely include that class. 

Senator McDovcatit.—How if a man 
was over fifty when he enlisted ? 

Senator MILLEN.—Probably, if I 
asked that man his age, he would want to 
know whether I referred to his military 
or civil age. I thought forty-five was the 
limit of age for enlistment. We are al- 
lowing a liberal margin of six years above 
that. 

_ Senator McDovcatit.—I know men in 


_ the Military Forces who are sixty. 


Senator MILLEN.—We appreciate: the 
spirit that has made men of that kind 
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give a wrong description as to age, butif 
a man enlisted and was passed as forty- 
five, and seeks employment in the Public — 


“2s 


Service, he is not likely to give a different 
age. ‘ ae 
Senator McDoveatt.—In this case he 
has to give his real age. 5 
Senator MILLEN.—If there is any 
trouble, it is of his own creating. The 
Bill goes on the assumption that those who 
enlist are within the military age. All 
the amendments of the law that I have 
outlined are in the direction of giving 
effect to the Government’s policy of pre- 
ference to returned soldiers, which will 
command not only the sympathy of the 
Senate, but, I believe, the warm sympathy 
and support of the community outside. 
Debate (on motion by Senator McDov- 
GALL) adjourned. 


RAILWAYS BILL. 


In Committee (Consideration resumed 
from 15th August, wide page 1059): 
Clause 58— 


(1) The Commissioner shall, . when 
directed by the Minister, or as may be rFe- 


quired for the purpose of supplying information 


to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Public Works, have investigations, inspections, 
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and surveys made of any proposed railway  — 


route 
(3) The expenditure incurred by the Com- ~ 
missioner in making investigations, Imspec- 


tions, and surveys at the direction of the Min- — 


ister shall not in any case exceed the sum 
authorized by the Minister for the purpose. 
upon which Senator Earle had moyed. by 
way of amendment— 


That before the word “ surveys” in sub- 
clause 1 the word ‘ preliminary” be in- © 
serted. ; 


Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
[3.27|—The work of constructing rail- 


ways, so far as the Commonwealth is con- 
I believe 


cerned, is yet in its infancy. 
later on the Commonwealth will take over 
the whole of the railways of Australia, 
and probably, following on that step, the 
construction of all railways-will be under | 
the control of this Parliament. It is of 


the first importance that before any 


money is expended in preliminary surveys 
Parliament should have some knowledge 
of the work proposed to be done. 
on, I suppose, the Commonwealth will be 


confronted with a proposal to construct a 
railway from Oodnadatta to connect with — 
the line running south from Darwin, and ~ 
the preliminary survey of that route, to 
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de of any value, would involve the Com- 
monwealth in considerable cost. That is 


later engage our attention. The Minis- 
ter has given us no real ground for 
objecting to place before Parlament 
the reasons why a preliminary survey 
should be made. Before I agree to the 
clause as it stands, I want to be assured 
that there is no other way out of the diffi- 
culty. I believe there is a way. The 
Minister must get information from some 
source or other to entitle him to authorize 
the Commissioner to make a preliminary 
survey, and if everything is fair, square, 
and above board there should be no objec- 
tion on the part ofthe Minister to 
place that information before Parliament. 
If members of Parliament were convinced 
that a certain railway was required, I 
_ do not think they would offer any serious 
.objection to a survey being made. 
Senator O7KEEFE (Tasmania) [3.31]. 
_ Unfortunately, I was unable to be pre- 
_ sent when this clause was under con- 
_ sideration yesterday; but I understand 
_ that. Senator Needham, on my behalf, 
4 took certain objections to it. I object to 
it because it places too much power in the 
hands of the Minister. | 


Senator Russert~—I am accepting the 
amendment to insert the word “ pre- 
_ liminary’ before the word ‘‘ survey.’’ 
Senator O’KEEFE.—The clause will 
stall confer greater power on the Minister 
_ than is desirable in a purely machinery 
_ Bill, because the Minister will still have 
_ authority to order a survey, and no sur- 
= vey of any kind can be undertaken with- 
- out certain expenditure. We all remem- 
‘ber the keen discussions that took place 
- im the Senate on the original proposal to 
vote £20,000 for a trial survey of the 
east-west railway. At that time it was 
argued that if Parliament became com- 
mitted to an expenditure of £20,000 for 
‘ the ‘survey, the Legislature would be 
_ pledged to carry out the work, and the 
project was hung up for a long time on 
that account. In course of time, I, with 
a number of other senators, changed my 
_ mind, as the result of a report by the 
_ late Lord Kitchener as to the necessity for 
the line for the rapid transfer of troops 
_ from one part of Australia to another. T 
take the same objection now to the clause 
_ under discussion. I object to any Min- 
_ ister having authority to order a survey 
_ before the proposal is submitted to Par- 
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only one of the probable lines that will — 
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liament. What. objection can any Min- 
ister have to this course? If - has 


power to order a preliminary survey, and — 
it is made, Parliament will have to meet 
the expenditure, and it will be argued 


that Parliament is then in honour bound 
to go on with the work. | 


Senator Srenror.—But the amount re 


quired would be placed on the Estimates. 
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Senator O’KEEFE.—Once the money a 


had been spent, very few members would — 


care to vote against the line on the Esti- 
mates. I assure the Minister that I am 
not: speaking from any party stand-point, 
and that no party question is involyed in 
my objection to the clause. It would be 
far better for the Minister to bring his 
proposals before Parliament before in- 
curring any expenditure in connexion 
with a new railway. 


Senator RusseLu.—What is a new rail- 


way ! 
Senator O’KEEFE.—A branch line 
might; be regarded as a new railway. Jt 


would rather not, vote against the clause, 


and I suggest that the Minister should 


eliminate the words “ and surveys”. 


Senator Russrextt.—The Commissioner 
may send his officers on what is known 
as a ‘‘flying survey’’ prior to making 
any recommendation to the Minister re- 
garding any particular route. Surely 
you do not want to prevent that being 
done ! 

Senator O’KEEFE.—Parliament, in 


my opinion, should have an opportunity 


of discussing all proposals for railway 
surveys. 

Senator Russert.—When a railway 
engineer simply traverses the country for 
the purpose of mapping it out, he makes 
what is called a flying survey, and that 
would be included in your objection. 

Senator O’KEEFE.—tThe clause, as it 
appears in the Bill, does not indicate 
that. If it is passed in its present form, 
there will be nothing to prevent the Com- 
missioner, when so directed by the Muin- 
ister, to order any amount of expendi- 
ture for a survey. 

Senator pE Larcir.— But Senator 
Earle’s amendment: provides that it shall 
be limited to a “‘ preliminary ’’ survey... | 


Senator O’KEEFE.—Well, what is the — 
definition of a preliminary survey? ny 


Senator pe Larcire.—Merely travelling 
over the country. i : 

Senator O’KEEFE.—This will still 
necessitate a considerable expenditure. 
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I object, even, to the word “‘ pre- 
liminary ”’ being inserted, because there 
is not the slightest necessity to give the 
Minister power to direct the Commis- 
sioner to make a survey until authorized 
by Parliament. 


Senator THOMAS (New South Wales) 
[3.40}.—I believe quite as strongly as 
does any honorable senator, that Parlia- 
ment should exercise full control over 
public expenditure. If once we surrender 
that privilege we shall abdicate one of 
our most important functions. I listened, 
with a good deal.of interest, last evening 
to the arguments adduced by those who 
are supporting the amendment. Their 


chief objection to the clause was that it 


empowers the Minister to incur expendi- 
ture upon the survey of a line without 
the authority of Parliament. Personally, 
I am surprised that the Honorary Minis- 
ter should have signified his willingness 
to accept the insertion of the word ‘‘ pre- 
liminary.’’ The clause merely empowers, 
the Minister for the time being, to utilize 
the services of the Commissioner to obtain 
a survey of any railway route. Now the 
survey of a line cannot be undertaken 
without an expenditure of public money, 
and the Minister can secure the money 
only by haying it placed upon the Esti- 
mates ‘and voted by Parliament or by 
availing himself of the Treasurer’s 
Advance. We all know that the principal 
object of the Treasurer’s Advance is to 
permit of the completion of works which 
have already been undertaken, and the 
cost of which has exceeded the estimate. 
The Advance is also intended to cover 
unforeseen contingencies, If, for ex- 
ample—as unfortunately happened some 
time ago—a vessel belonging to the De- 
partment for Trade and Customs had the 
misfortune to founder, the Treasurer, out: 
of his Advance account, would be able to 
anticipate a grant by Parliament to the 
widows and families of those who had 
perished, and thus avoid the possibility 
of their suffering destitution. That is 
why the Treasurer is voted an advance of 
£250,000. I admit that the honorable 
gentleman might conceivably enter into 
an unholy alliance with the Minister for 
Works and Railways, to enable the latter 
to obtain a railway survey. If the ma- 
jority of members of both branches of the 
Legislature supported the project, they 
_ would ratify his action, if they did not, 
_ they would Methine to ratify it. The pro- 
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per person to authorize the carrying out 
of a survey is the Commissioner. 

Senator O’Krrre.—No matter what ex- 
penditure may be involved? 

Senator THOMAS.—When 
Minister for Home Affairs, 
Commonwealth officers who were capable 
of undertaking that class of work, and, 
as a result, I had to go outside the De- 
partment and obtain the services of a 
contractor. To-day, however, the posi- 
tion is quite different. 
cers who are thoroughly qualified to carry 
out railway surveys, and Parliament is 
merely asked to authorize the Commis- 
sioner to undertake them. But even if 
the clause be left. out, there will be no- 
thing to prevent the Minister from order- 


I was 


ing a railway survey to be undertaken » 


and from securing the necessary funds for 
the work from the Treasurer’s Advance. 
I think that the proper person to make 
these surveys is the Commissioner, 
has the requisite staff. Possibly he might 
not have the necessary staff, and the Go- 
vernment might have to ask a private con- 
tractor to do the work. I venture to say 
that no Treasurer will grant much money 
from his Advance account unless he feels 
absolutely certain that he has a majority 
in both Houses.- 

Senator NEEDHAM (Western Austra- 
ha) [3.51].—I presume that the amend- 
ment before the Committee is that of 
Senator Earle, to insert the word ‘‘ pre- 
liminary’’ before the word “‘ surveys.”’ 
Yesterday, in the absence of Senator 
QO’ Keefe and at his request, and agreeing © 
with him, I moved the deletion of the 
clause. But, on reconsideration, I be- 


lieve that it would be going rather too far — 


to do that. I am inclined to agree with 
Senator Earle, after listening to his speech 
last night, that we might reach a better 
position by retaining the clause with one 
or two amendments. ~At the same time I 
am not inclined to support the amendment 


of Senator Earle, but I am prepared to — 
‘and 


move the omission of the words 
surveys.’’? That would mean that the 


Commissioner and the Minister would — 


have the power to make an inva eee 
and an inspection. 


we had no 


We now have offi- — 


if he’ 
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’ Senator RussEtu. __What is the differ? é: 


ence between an investigation and a PEE 
liminary survey ? 
Senator NEEDHAM.—There is a vast 
difference. 
Senator 
make Veet by riding in a motor car. 


Russe... — They generally — 


Railways 
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4 Senator NEEDHAM.—I am not con- 
ig cerned as to whether they make a prelim- 
inary survey by means of a motor car, as 
_ the Minister states, or whether they make 
_ @ flying survey by ‘walking over the coun- 
try, as Senator de Largie says. What I 
-. am concerned about is that the Minister 
 Bhall not have the power to expend money 
on the survey of a railway route without 
the consent of Parliament; but I realize 
that before it can authorize a survey to 
be made it will be necessary for informa- 
tion to be supplied to it in connexion with 
the proposal for a survey. 

Senator Senior.—Do you know that in 
‘connexion with surveys there are fre- 
quently alternative routes? 

Senator NEEDHAM.—Decidedly. Ii 


the Minister has spent money on the sur- 
vey of a route and comes to Parliament 
then, I venture to say that. six or seven 
_ alternative routes may be suggested by 
_ Parliament to be surveyed, despite the 
fact that a route has been surveyed for 
the Minister. Senator Thomas, who gave 


us his experience ag a Minister of the ~ 


, Crown, preached a homily on the Trea- 
surer’s Advance account. 

Senator Russetyt.—It is not a route 
which will be submitted to Parliament, 
but the Commissioner will probably have a 

flying survey made of every available 
route. 
_. Senator NEEDHAM.—I do not wish to 
2 deal with probabilities but with actu- 
 alities. 
Senator Russetu.—lIf a survey has to 
_ be made from point to point, the officers 
_ will examine alternative routes, which 
_ May number six, and then the Minister 
- will submit the best route to Parliament. 
- Senator NEEDHAM.—After a route 
has been surveyed. 

Senator Russeri.—After a flying sur- 

vey has been made. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—The word ‘“‘ fly- 
ing ” does not appear here. As the clause 
stands a survey would be made, but it 
would not be a flying or preliminary or 
temporary survey. There is no qualifica- 

_ tion of the words ‘‘ and surveys.’? When 
_the money had been spent, Parliament 
_ would be asked to indorse the proposal. 
_ Senator Thomas has said that if the Min- 
ister who authorized a survey to be made 
_ has a majority behind him, it will be all 
| right, otherwise it will be all wrong. His 
logic is extraordinary. It will not matter 
what the Minister may do, be It right or 
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we allow the clause to pass as it is, and - 
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be it wrong so long as he has a majority os 


behind him. I was surprised to hear 
such an argument from a gentleman who, 
on_two or three occasions, 
Minister of the Crown. 
to do something as a Minister, provided 


liament? If that has been his custom, I 


has been a 
Was it his rule — 
4 
that he had a majority at his back in Par- — 


4 
4 
os 


sincerely hope that the present Ministers ei 
will not accept the gospel preached by — 


him, and that he himself will never 
again gét on to the Treasury bench. 

Senator THomas.—Have you ever 
known a Minister to do much without a 
majority behind him? 

Senator NEEDHAM.—I never. riya 
the honorable senator, as a Minister, to 
do anything, good, bad, or indifferent, 
legislative, administrative, or otherwise. 


I generally discovered that he was absent - 


I suggest that if 
insert the word 


when he was wanted. 
the Committee will 


“and *’ before + inspections ”? and delete 


the words ‘‘ and surveys,’’ it will give the 


Minister and Commissioner all necessary 


power. 

Senator owe es —How can an investi- 
gation be made without a preliminary 
survey? It cannot be done. 

Senator O’Krrre.—The Public Works 
Committee are making investigations all 
the time. 

- Senator NEEDHAM.—What is an in- 


vestigation and what is an inspection? 


Is not an inspection a survey, in a fair 
sense of the term ? 

Senator Earte.—lIf an inspection means 

a survey, why strike out the words, ‘and 
surveys’? 

Senator NEEDHAM.—Because those 
words give the Commissioner or the Minis- 


ter too much power without consulting — 


Parliament. If they are retained the ex- 


pense will have been incurred before Par- 


liament can be consulted. _. 
Senator Srnror. — Then qualify the 
words. : 
Senator NEEDHAM.—There is no need 
to make a qualification if we delete the 
words “and surveys.’ 


Senator Srntor.—Yes, there is, heen 


a survey is necessary. 


Senator NEEDHAM. = not an in- — 


spection a survey ? 
Senator Senror.—No. 


Senator NEKDHAM.—Is a a an 


inspection ? “S 
Senator Sentor.—No. 


Senator NEEDHAM.—TI think that if | 


ce 


we leave out the words ‘‘ and surveys,” 
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it will enable the Minister to come down 
and give Parliament all the information 
it desires, and, afterwards, it can authorize 
a survey ‘of the proposed line. 


Senator PLAIN (Victoria) [4.1]—I 


feel, with some members of the Opposi- 
tion, that this clause gives rather too 
much power to the Minister, tea ge of 
his qualifications or integrity. In the 
old days in Victoria when the Minister 
had this power, surveys were made and 
habilities incurred to the extent of 


~ £300,000 or £400,000, and we are still 


paying interest on the dead money. If 
we give a similar power to the Common- 
wealth Minister, and a request for a sur- 
vey is made, knowing the circumstances 


which apply to our territory, the cost 
~ will exceed that sum. 


Senator EarLe.—The Sgcrhion of the 
word “‘ preliminary ”’ 
difficulty. 


Senator PLAIN.—No. I am not in 
favour of that. I ask honorable senators 
to take into their consideration the sys- 
tem which the Victorian Parliament has 
adopted of late years. It instituted a 
Railways Standing Committee, which is 
practically similar to the Commonwealth 
The Committee 
are first asked to go and make an exami- 
nation of a route to find out the possi- 
bilities of a railway and ascertain the 
necessary conditions. 

Senator Mitten.—Is not some estimate 
of the cost put before the Committee by 


the officials ? 


Senator PLAIN.—No. First of alla 
proposal is submitted to the Committee 
for inspection and report. — 

Senator Mitzzen.—Do not the Com- 


mittee get information and estimates of 


the cost? 

Senator PLAIN. —The Committee find 
out exactly the prospects of a railway, 
the production or mining resources of the 
district, or anything which is likely to 


contribute to the well-being of a railway. 
If the Committee think well of the pro- 


posal, they submit a recommendation to 


- the Parliament. 


Senator Mitten.—Without getting an 
estimate of the cost? 


Senator PLAIN.—In the first place 


the Committee find out everything pertain- | 
ing to the rural surroundings. 


Their en- 
gineer may be asked to go over the route 
with them, but it is very seldom that he 


rps 


will get over that” 


safeguard the clause if we left out the 


> Victoria has been saddled with a debt for — 


‘met by submitting propositions to the a 


Senator MrnLEn. aaa you will eae 4 
mit that a Committee cannot make a're- — 
port as to the prospect of a railway unless 
they have had first an estimate. of the 
probable cost? er ay 

Senator PLAIN.—The Canunsenes know 2 
exactly where the railway is likely to be — 
placed and the country to be served within a 
a radius of 10 or 12 miles on either side. — 

Senator RussELt.—Do you know that a a 
location surveyor is working ahead of the — 
Committee all the time? | . a 

Senator PLAIN.—It is just possible 4 
that a surveyor may go over the route 
and make a survey with his eye. The 
Governmenti are here asking that the Min- 
ister shall have the power which Min~ — . a 


isters were given in the olden er in 
Victoria. Rie, 


Senator pz Lareiz.—Not if Senator a 
Earle’s amendment is agreed: to. 2 
Senator PLAIN.—A  ‘“‘preliminary — 
survey ’’ may be interpreted in very many ~ 
ways. I am not prepared to give this 
power to any Minister. I think it would 


ce 


words ‘‘ and surveys.’’ J have already said 
that, as a result of giving a Minister such — 
power as is here proposed to be given to — 
the Minister for Works and Railways, Bs 


all time of between £300,000 
£400,000. 

Senator Senror.—Is it not possible that 
the. surveys to which the honorable sena- 
tor has referred made it possible to avoid 
greater expenditure elsewhere. : 

Senator PLAIN.—That is not so. 
Honorable senators would merely have to — 
look at the proposed routes that were sur- 
veyed in those days to find that they ran 
in all directions, and frequently crossed — 
each other. They were made merely be- — 
cause influence was brought to bear sei 
the Minister of the day to have surveys — 
made for the benefit of certain indivi- — 
duals: That kind of influence will al- ~ 
ways be at work, and as we are starting a 
a new Department of Railways in the 
Commonwealth we should do what we 
can to guard against iti here. | 

Senator Tuomas.—How will the cies a 
ing out of the clause meet the difficulty? — 

Senator PLAIN.—The difficulty will be 


and — 


Public Works Committee. They can be © 
advised as to the route proposed, an a 
may be asked to report upon the minerals, —s 
timbers, or ann aes resources | oF 


Railways 


district) that would be served by the con- 
struction of a line over that route. 
Senator Minien.—And they would 
_ have an estimate of the cost. 
a Senator PLAIN.—No. The Railways 
Standing Committee of Victoria is advised 
as to what a line is likely to cost by the 
route outlined to them. 
Senator Eartz.—How can that be done 
- without: a survey ? 
o Senator PLAIN.—It can be done. 
Senator pE Larciz.—Without even a 
preliminary survey ? 
Senator PLAIN.—Yes. 
_ Senator Mituen.—Then I am not sur- 
_ prised that the Victorian railways are not 
eee se OS - 
~~ Se ritor PLAIN.—They are paying, 
although, as I have said, they have to 
- carry a dead loss of between £300,000 
and £400,000 spent upon useless surveys. 
There is no reason why the Government 
should not have power to ask the Public 
Works Committee to report as to the posi- 
sibilities of the proposed line. The Com- 
mittee could submit its recommendation 
_to the Minister, who would then submit 
_ the proposition to Parliament, and secure 
permission to go ahead with the survey. 
We should, in these circumstances, have 
some assurance that a proposed railway 
is likely to be a payable proposition. 
Under the clause, as it stands, influences 
_ may be brought to bear upon a Minister 
to undertake the survey of a particular 
route, and a few weeks later other influen- 
_ tial persons may point out to him that a 
_ railway by that route would be an un- 
_ profitable undertaking, and thereupon 
_ another route would be surveyed. The 
_ kind of influence to which I have referred 
has always been at work, and I do not 
_ think that human nature has so much im- 
re that we have now no need to fear 


ee eee 


~~ 
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Senator Rerp.—The influence referred 
eto has been exercised just. as much in Par- 

_ Uament as with Ministers. 

e.. Senator PLAIN.—I admit that. 

Senator Rerp.—Then how is the honor- 
able senator to prevent it? 

Senator PLAIN.—We cannot entirely 
prevent it, but we may restrict it to some 
_ extent. Iam not satisfied with the power 
peren to the Minister by the clause as it 
 gtands. 


Vice-President of the Executive Council) 
¢ 4.10].—With all deference to honorable 
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this question, I cannot help thinking that 
we are somewhat prone to strain at gnats 
while we swallow camels. I have listened — 
this afternoon to an almost pathetic ap- — 
peal not to grant power to a Minister to — 
spend a few thousand pounds, knowing — 
that the appeal came from gentlemen — 
who, but a litle time ago, were shouting 
‘‘ Hallelujah ’’ because a Prime Minister 
had spent £2,000,000 or so without the — 
approval of Parliament in a shipping ~ 
deal. There is no fixed principle to en- 
able us to decide what power we should 
give to a Minister. If a Minister feels 
that he is doing right, and is prepared 
tio take the responsibility of his action be- 
fore Parliament, he can do anything. I 
remind honorable senators of the alterna- 
tives which are before the Committee. 
The first is to put the Minister in pos- 
session of information by investigation to 
submit a proposition to Parliament, and 
the other is to come down to Parlament — 
and ask it to initiate the proposal. More 
frequently than otherwise when such mat- 
ters are submitted to Parliament, we have ~ 
had the complaint that there is not suffi- 
cient information supplied to enable it to 
make up its mind. If we adopt the 
amendment, this is what is going to hap- 
pen: A deputation comprising the most 
esteemed residents in a given district will 
wait upon the Minister, 

Senator. Grant.—These are the land 
sharks. : 

Senator MILLEN.—Yes, the gentlemen 
who so frequently come under the notice 
of my wideawake friend. They will depu- 
tationize the Minister to run a railway 
through a given district. He has to do 
He must make an in- 
vestigation to see whether the proposi- 
tion is a sound one, or, as honorable sena- 
tors supporting the amendment suggest, 
he must come down to Parliament and 
say, ‘‘Gentlemen, I do not know any- 
thing about it, because you will not per- 


mit me to inquire into it, but I ask you 


now to say whether you approve of the 
proposal.’’ 

Senator PLrain.—That is not the amend- 
ment. A proposal may be referred to a 
Committee. 

Senator MILLEN.—TI have stated the 
alternatives in their naked form. I shall 
come presently to the Committee referred 
to by Senator Plain. It is an absolutely 
common-sense proposition that before ask- 
ing Parliament to approve of a certain 


railway proposal, the Minister shall make 
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an inquiry into it, and be in a position to 
put the pros and cons before Parliament. 
he alternative, as I say, is that he should 
say to Parliament, ‘‘I have been invited 
to bring forward a railway proposition. 
I do not know anything about it myself. 
I have been told a number of favorable 
things concerning it by those living in the 
district. You have left me without any 
power to make an investigation, and I 
come down now, ignorant myself, to a 
Parliament equally ignorant, -and ask it 
whether the work should be gone on with 
ornot.’? Before Parliament is asked to say 
whether a survey shall be undertaken, it 
_ should be informed as to whether the 
__ prospects are such-as to justify even that 
_ expenditure. Senator Plain, who is to 
- be complimented upon the Scotch persis- 
tency with which he declined to answer a 
‘simple question, has referred to the Vic- 
_ torian Railways Standing Committee, of 
whieh, I understand, he was a very ‘use- 
ful member. When I asked the honorable 
senator whether that Committee, in mak- 
ing an investigation into the prospects of 
a railway proposal, had before it an esti- 
mate of the probable cost, he rather side- 
stepped the question, and went on to say 
that it made a report to the Minister as to 
the prospects of a proposed line. . No 
Committee could make a valuable report 
as to the financial prospects of a line un- 
_less it was informed as to the capital 
“Involved in its construction. 
Senator NreepHam.—The amendment I 
suggest would get over that difficulty. 
Senator MILLEN.—I admit that Sena- 
tor Needham’s amendments always do get 
over difficulties. We have in New South 
Wales a Public Works Committee very 
similar to the Railways Standing Com- 
mittee of Victoria. But the members of 
that Committee invariably question de- 
partmental officers as to the probable cost 
of any proposal. Having ascertained that, 
they seek for information as to the pro- 
babilities of revenue, and upon that make 
their report. I remind honorable senators 
that action is proposed under the clause 
not merely for the information of the 
Minister, but as may be required for the 
purpose of supplying information to the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Public Works. How can we ask even such 
a Committee to inquire into a railway pro- 
posal unless the officers of the Railway 
Department are in a position to place be- 
fore the members of the Committee the 
information which they must have bear- 
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ing on the technical and financial side of 
the proposition? The only question at 
issue is whether we should allow the Min- 
ister to obtain this information. I do P 
not believe that any Minister would go 
to the extent of having a complete and , 
thorough survey made without first seek- 
ing the opinion of Parliament. ees: 


, 
a 
oe 


Senator Prarren.—He would have 
power under this clause to do so. = 
Senator MILLEN.—Suppose he would. _ 
Have not honorable senators given ten 
times greater powers to Ministers even 
during this session? I ask them to con- 
sider, if they will not allow the Minister 
to obtain this information with whiecn to 
make a start with a proposition, to whom 
are they going to give the power? It 
must be given to some one. Raa 
Senator Prarren.—There is a good deal 
of difference between information and a Be 
detail survey. ng 
Senator MILLEN.—I do not see the 
word ‘‘ detail’’ in the clause. With Te" a0 
spect to the suggestion that the clause 
should cover only a ‘‘ preliminary”? sur- 
vey, I suggest that the use of this 
word would make no more difference 
in the clause than a chip does in 
porridge. If Parliament is not sup- 
plied with the information provided for 
under this clause, as the result of some fee: 
investigation of a project it 
must depend upon such statements as are _ 
made by the advocates of the line. Sena- _ 
tor Plain has referred to instances of un- _ 
necessary expenditure incurred by Min- — 
isters in order to placate supporters. We _ 
can admit all that, but there were e 
peculiar circumstances in those days. If 
it is urged that those circumstances may 
occur again, I counter that with a state- _ 
ment based on the experience in my own 
State, where, when such matters were left 
originally to Parliament, there occurred _ 
something as near to log-rolling as I can 
imagine, when the supporters of one line _ 
stood in with the supporters of another in 
order that, by mutual assistance, each — 
might obtain that which neither could — 
secure alone. All I ask is that one of two 
things be done—either that Parliament — 
itself devise means by which it can get / 
the information to enable it to arrive ab 
a decision, or that the Minister be put — 
in a position to make the investigations 


in order that he may be able to furnish 


estimates before he can ask Parliament ie 
to say whether or not the project can be — 
carried through, Pp cs dete) 


Railways 
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_ Senator DE LARGIE (Western Aus- 
- tralia) [4.21].—I cannot understand the 
frame of mind into which Senators Need- 
ham and Plain have worked themselves. 
Apparently, they are ready to accept ‘‘ in- 
vestigations” and “inspections,” but 
they discover terrible obstacles to accept- 
ing ‘‘ preliminary ’’? surveys. They take 
a much greater responsibility if they are 
willing to trust the Minister to have in- 
vestigations and inspections made. ‘‘ In- 
vestigations’? may mean the appointment 
of a Royal Commission to go into every 
aspect of the proposed railway. ‘‘ In- 
spections ’’ may mean the appointment of 
a body of engineers to see if it is possible 
to build a railway through the proposed 
-ountry. Senator O’Keefe answered: his 
, Own contention by his own speech. He 
referred to the time when the survey of 
_ the transcontinental railway was discussed 


- in this chamber, and turned down time 
and again because of the possibility of 
Parliament being pledged to the main 
work if it agreed to an expenditure of 


_ £20,000 for the first survey. Surely, 
_ Senator O’Keefe, who is usually logical, 
_ must see that if Parliament is not to be 
_ pledged by any preliminary survey or in- 
_ vestigation the responsibility should be 
_  ¢ast upon the Government of the day, and 
_ that is what this - clause undoubtedly 
means. It would be better, therefore; 
fo have the preliminary survey free of 
parliamentary consent, leaving it open for 
Parliament afterwards to throw the whole 
matter out if it thought fit. Senator 
O’Keefe, apparently, wants to cling to 
_ the old method which hung up the trans- 
continental railway proposition for so long 


_ his change of attitude on the east-west 


ever Lord Kitchener came here. We 
_ had the opinion of several military men, 
_ including General Hutton and General 
._ Edwards, on that aspect of the matter. 
~The honorable senator’s excuse for re- 
_ versing his vote, therefore, will not hold 
water. We cannot do better than accept 
the amendment, which will confine the sur- 
_ veys to the cheapest possible form. There 
_ has been s6me discussion as to the meaning 
_ ef a preliminary survey. What is a flying 


survey or a trial survey? Surely the 
words have enough meaning to be under- 
stood by any reasonable man. A pre- — 
liminary survey should mean a survey un- — 
dertaken by a body of surveyors sent out — 
in the most preliminary way to investigate — 
the country, without undertaking the — 
usual complete work of a survey such as — 
taking levels, and so forth. Senator — 
Karle’s proposition is the only way to get — 
over the difficulty, and Senator Thomas — 
showed that without any clause of this — 
kind it was possible for a Minster to spend 
money galore. It is better for Parlia- 
ment to know that these things are being 
done in accordance with parliamentary con- 
sent than for a Minister to have and exer- 
cise power whether Parliament likes it or 
not. I support the proposal, which is so 
eminently reasonable that I cannot un- 
derstand how there can be any objection ~ 
to it. 

Senator FERRICKS (Queensland) 

[4.27]—While the proposal to insert — 
‘‘ preliminary ’? removes some objections, 
I take the same view of the clause as I 
did yesterday, that while it may be ap- 
plicable tio the construction of railways in 
a State, it has no. application to the con- 
struction of railways in Federal territory. 
All that Senator Millen said is true, and 
we know those things did occur, but that 
was in connexion with State railways. 
Many of the phases of agitations for the 
construction of railways in a State would 
not: apply to railway construction under 
Federal control, because we shall not be 
building railways in so many directions, 
while the few we do build will be national 
railways, and part of a big system. 


' Senator Rrrp.—Shall we not be put- 
ting down branches to supply the main 
lines ? 

Senator FERRICKS.—The Federal 
Territory is so small that the. idea of 
running branches into the States is ‘just 
where the danger comes in. Although I 
was not here at the time, I take it that 
the delay in the passage of the Survey 
Bill for the east-west line was due really 
to opposition to the construction of the line 
itself. In Queensland, five or six years 
ago, when it was proposed to build a great 
western railway, about 1,200 miles in 
length, a feature, or trial, or preliminary 
survey was made, as Senator Russell said, 
by relays of motor cars. That was fol- 
lowed by the permanent survey. The first 
thing agitated for by members of railway 


_ the point of view of finance. 
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little while ago. 
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leagues is a trial survey. The argument 
we used to advance on railway leagues 
and in the country newspapers was, ‘‘ Get 
the trial survey made, and that is half the 
battle.’’ It involves a certain amount of 
commitment to construction. In Com- 
monwealth railway construction, State 
oppositions and jealousies would come in 
if it was proposed to construct branch 
railways into any State, or States, but 
these would noti apply to a line within the 
boundaries of a State. I still hold te 
opinion that this part of the clause was 


- lifted from some State Act, as it is en- 
- tirely out of place in a Federal law. 
the question of whether the Oodnadatta 
railway should be extended to meet the 
line at Katherine River, a matter 
‘policy is involved, and before any prelimi- 
nary steps are taken in that’ direction 
Parliament should authorize the Commis- 


On 


of 


sioner to obtain the necessary informa- 
tion. 


Senator THomas.—The honorable sena- 


- tor is logical,, but if this clause is elimi- 


nated, cannot the Minister still do all 
these things? - ‘ 
Senator FERRICKS. — Senator 
O'Keefe answered that interjection. a 
He said the Minister 
would do it, but if we give him the power, 
we are authorizing him to do it, and we 
should not. Senator Thomas and Senator 
Millen referred to the kind of Minister 
that will do anything; if he is that kind 


of Minister, the responsibility is on him, 


and not on Parliament. The responsi- 


bility should rest with Parliament, and 


the Minister should ask Parliament to 
pass a motion referring the question to 
the Public Works Committee. The Com- 
mittee could then obtain all the data by 


_ calling as witnesses the experts of the 
_ State Railway Departnients. 


The infor- 
mation would come before  Parlia- 
ment, which could then consider the ques- 
tion as a matter of policy, and also from 
I cannot see 
exactly what is to be done with the clause. 

Senator THomas.—To- express your 
views you must move to put in “ No-sur- 


vey shall be made unless Parliament is 


first consulted.”’ 
Senator FERRICKS ._—Investigations 


and inspections, even without surveys, 
are so widely embracing that even there 


_ Parliament should first give its mandate. 
_ I have been trying to knock the clause 

into shape from my point of view, but 
i have not’ been able to arrive at a satisfac- 


tory result yet. As an eeycrienes > ak a2 
would support the insertion of the. word 

‘preliminary,’ which would allow of a 
feature or trial survey, but still it does: ad 
not remove my objections, | 

Senator RUSSELL (Victoria 2aBronee 
orary Minister) [4.35].—Senator Ferricks, — 
apparently, is not prepared to trust any= 
body; but I point out that the clause does 
place some limitation upon the powers SA, 
vested in the Minister, and Parliament. hg 
will have some control. © I submit that ‘ie 
Parliament is entitled to the fullest infor- 
mation upon all projects, and, in this 
connexion, I draw attention to the fact. a 
that ater the Commonwealth Public 
Works Committee Act it is provided insec- 
tion 15 that no public work of any kindex- 
cept suich works as have been authorized . es 
by Parliament shall be undertaken be- 
fore investigation, and that every such — 
proposed work shall, in the first place, 
be submitted and explained in the House 
of Representatives by a Minister before 
it can go before the Public Works Com- 
mittee for investigation. 

Senator Nerepuam.—If the cost, exceeds 
£25,000. 

Senator RUSSELL.—That is. so. 

Senator O’Krrrr.—That is a very im- 
portant addendum, 

Senator RUSSELL.—In the case Ore 
the Public Works Committee, Parliament _ oa 
trusts the Minister up-to £25,000, but, in oa 
this case, if a Minister desires to carry 
out a work which, including survey and a 
everything else, might not cost more than 
£100, it will be necessary for him to get. “a 
parliamentary authority. In some in- ~ 
stances, the proposed work might be 
merely a deviation or a siding to a wheat — 
silo, a line, perhaps, 100 yards or 200° 
yards in length, still the Minister would — 
have to come down to Parliament with a 
Bill for the survey. _* Ee 

Senator Nempyam.—You know that that ie 
is not the fact. | ep 

Senator RUSSELL.—Just cht rey fe, 
this clause, if amended as desired by 
Senator O’ Keefe, would operate in the 
ease of a. railway to East Gippsland. 
There might’ be half-a-dozen different — 
routes, and, naturally, the Minister 
would want flying surveys made from dif- _ 
ferent points before he ascertained from 
his responsible officers the easiest and best __ 
route to recommend to Parliament. How _ 
could he get this information except b 
means of flying surveys? This is the ordi. 
nary procedure, and ib is ae Deh one - 
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_ know of. The only preetee as Sena- 
ter O’Keefe indicates, is to strike out 

the clause and insert a provision setting 
' out what a Minister shall not do. In 
_ the Public Works Committee Act, sub- 
section -3 of section 15, states— 


_ * The explanation shall comprise an estimate 
es of the cost of the work when completed. 


_ How could a Minister explain the esti- 
mated cost of a completed work without a 


_ survey? I have no doubt that if a Minis-. 


ter came down with incomplete infornfa- 
tion, nobody would be more ready with 
their criticism than those honorable 
_ senators who are are now objecting to this 
_ provision in the Bill. If information is 
wanted it must be sought from. respon- 
sible officers who should be trusted. 
we cannot trust our officers, whom can we 
trust? I ask the Committee to be very 
careful. I have accepted the amendment 
suggested by Senator Earle to Ansert the 
word ‘‘ preliminary ’’ before ° ‘ surveys,” 
as I recognise that, while it is not a defi- 
nite and distinct limitation of the power 
of the Minister, it is clearly an indica- 
tion that Parliament will not permit the 
Minister, without parliamentary autho- 
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_ rity, to authorize a complete survey. 
Senator O'KEEFE (Tasmania) [4.41]. 

 -—It appears to me that the discussion 

has missed the point which I and others 


have been endeavouring to make. We 
object to any Minister having absolute 
power to authorize the Commissioner to 
_make a survey. Imagine a Minister for 
Railways like, say, the present Treasurer, 
who has been associated with some very 
important public works in his own State, 
been who once remarked in a jocular 
way, ‘* Oh, what’s a million?’’ Suppose, 
as T have said, we had in office a Minis- 
f, for Railways like the Treasurer, and 
that he desired another railway to con- 
nect up the east-west line with the Mel- 
_bourne-Sydney line, or a branch line to 
- some other point. Under this clause, he 
_ would have authority to order that a 
. survey be made.. 
‘Senator Tuomas.—He would have to 
get, the money from Parliament. 
_ Senator O’KEEFE. 
_ might not be in session until after the ex- 
Beeps cuarre had been incurred. 
Senator Gururir.—He would have to 
\ get the consent of his own State. 
Senator O’KEEFE.—If that is so, 
aq Bilt is the good of the clause in the 
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Senator Tuomas.—For the purpose of 
the honorable senator’s argument he may ° 
use the Northern Territory. 

Senator O’ KEEFE. — The Minister » 
could, I presume, get the consent of his 
own State by arrangement, and he could - 
then have the necessary survey: made. — 


Of course, Parliament would have power _ et 


to refuse to pass the item covering the 
expenditure, but while members mish 
not approve of the course that had been 
adopted, they might feel obliged to 
ratify the action of the Minister, because 
they were supporters of the Govern- 
ment. I agree that it might be neces- 
sary to have certain investigations made, 
but I submit that if the clause be deleted 
a provision that might be necessary can 
be inserted in a different form. I under- 
stand Senator Needham intends to move. 
the omission of the words ‘“ and surveys.” 
The clause in its amended form would still - 
give the Minister power to have certain — 
investigations made. The Public Works 
Committee has been mentioned by the — 
Minister, but I do not think that it was 
ever contemplated that that body should 
make investigations for Commonwealth. 
railways, except, perhaps, in Federal 
territory. But it is not likely that a State 
would disagree with any proposed expen- 
diture by the Commonwealth on a railway 


through its territory. 


Senator Gururiz.—Unless the line 
would come into competition with one of 
its own railways. 

Senator O’KEEFE.—Exactly. As I 
have already remarked, the Minister may 
be a man of large ideas, and consequently 
it is necessary that Parliament should 
exercise a greater control over him than 
is provided for in this clause. Otherwise 
he will have the power, of hig own voli- 
tion, to direct a survey to be made in the 
absence of parliamentary authority-~ In . 
my opinion, that is too great a power to 
place in his hands. 

Senator THOMAS (New South Wales) 
[4.53].—I confess that I do not appreciate 
the action of the Minister in agreeing to 
the proposed insertion of the word ‘‘ pre- 
liminary.’’ 
I to understand that the Minister will 
be able to order a preliminary survey of 
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If that word be inserted, am ~ 2 
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a line to be undertaken without being re- 
ponsible for his action to Parliament?  - 


Senator Neepuam.— Undoubtedly. 


Senator THOMAS.—I do not believe in 
the Minister being permitted to expend 
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even £10 without Parliament having the 
right to criticise his action. 

Senator O’Krure.—This clause invites 
him to do that. 

Senator THOMAS.—It does nothing of 
the kind. As the clause stands, he can- 
not spend £10 either on a preliminary or 
a permanent survey without being answer- 
able for his action to Parliament, But if 
we insert the word “ preliminary ’’ he 
will be able to order a preliminary sur- 
vey to be carried out, and after it has been 

completed he will be in a position to stand 
up here and plead, ‘“‘I am empowered by 
_ Statute to authorize a preliminary sur- 
~ vey, and consequently my action cannot 
be called into question.’’ Consequently I 
am opposed to the insertion of the word 
“preliminary.”’ The Honorary Minister 
has stated that Parliament has already 
granted to two Ministers the right to 
spend up to £20,000 without’ reference 
to the Public Works Committee. 

Senator RusseLtu.—I simply used that 
fact as an illustration. 

Senator THOMAS.—I ieioeraad, the 
honorabl@ senator to gay that a Minister 
could spend up to £20,000 without the 
consent of Parliament. 

-Senator Russet. Without first. refer- 
ring any public work to the Public Works 
Committee. 

Senator THOMAS.—But a Minister 
cannot spend £10 without first securing 
the approval of Parliament. 

Senator RussELu.—That is so. 

Senator THOMAS.—I desire that that 
condition of things shall be continued. 

- Senator O’Keefe and Senator Ferricks 
have put their side of the case very ably, 
but I maintain that by inserting the word 
_ “‘ preliminary ’’ we shall empower the 
Minister, on his own initiative, to order 
_ the carrying out of a preliminary survey 
_ . Senator NEEDHAM (Western Austra- 
_ lia) [4.59]—We have had a fairly long 
_ debate, and I think it would be well to 
“test the feeling of the Committee on this 
question. If the amendment by Senator 
_ Earle be carried, I shall be unable to press 
my proposal, and, consequently, I would 
ask that honorable senator, if he were pre- 
sent, to temporarily: withdraw his amend- 
ment. <A little while ago the Vice-Pre- 
 sident of the Executive Council addressed 
a himself to this question, and insisted that 
a If honorable senators upon this side of the 
: _ Chamber secured their way, the Minister 
would be unable to present any informa- 
= iba “ike pi to a projected Hae ve) to 
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Parliament. I Bold that the peotdat “ ‘im 2 ba 
vestigations and inspections ’’ which ap- 
pear in the clause give the Minister and 
the Commissioner ample authority to col- 
lect all the necessary data for submission | 
to Parliament. Senator de Largie has — 
stated that in order to procure the desired 
information it might be necessary to ap- — 
point a Royal Commission. That, I con- — 
tend, is begging the question, because the SA 
honorable senator knows perfectly well Se 
that until quite recently there was in exis- 
tence a Parliamentary Standing Commit- — 
tee on Public Works. I admit that there 
is no such body in existence now. Ido 
not know whether the Government intend ~ 
to appoint one or not. But if such a 
Committee is appointed, it will be able 
to investigate all these matters quite as 
well as does the Railways Standing Com- — 
mittee in Victoria, so that there is no. 
cause for alarm in regard to the need for 
appointing a Royal Commission) In 
order to bring this question to a vote, tes 
intend to move— ieee 


ee ed 


That the word “and,” before the word “ sur- 
veys,” be left out. _ a 


Senator PLAIN (Victoria) [5.4].—ITam 
sorry that I did not succeed in making ~ 
my meaning clear to the Minister upon i 
this question of surveys. I hold that it is 
not necessary to survey the route of any 
proposed line before securing a report 
upon it. The honorable senator asked 
me what course the States adopt in de-_ 
termining a railway route. In reply, Beh 
say that the first step probably takes the _ 
form of a deputation, which waits upon 
the Minister for Works, for the purpose. 
of asking that a certain survey be 
made, The: Minister, of course, would 
listen sympathetically to the deputation. — 
If he thought that they had made out Re a 
good case he would naturally say, ‘‘Gen- 
tlemen, I will call for a report. I wilh — 
send a surveyor to survey the country and 
ascertain the surroundings and conditions _ 
applying to the proposed route. If he — 
reports that the proposal is satisfactory, — 
and I come to that conclusion, I will ask 
the Ministry to submit ‘the proposal to 4 
Parliament.’’ In this State, there is no ~ 
such thing as a survey authorized until ~ 
the proposal has been submitted to the — 
Legislative Assembly. To allow the Com-_ 
monwealth Minister to sanction even 
preliminary survey is, I think, to give him 
too much dh a He test a ees serve 


5 


” 
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_ named Combes, whom I think the authori- 
_ ‘ties can rely upon, so far as advice and 
experience are concerned. Knowing the 
country well, and understanding the local 


5 


furnish the Minister with all the particu- 
lars he desired to satisfy Parliament that 
the line, if constructed, would be likely to 
be productive or otherwise. If the Minis- 
ter told Parliament that his surveyor had 
made a report, and he found it was a 
sound proposition, he would present the 
report, and Parliament would have no 
_ hesitation in saying to him, “Go ahead.” 
Senator Russety.—Without this clause 
_ the Minister could not put on any surveyors 
to obtain that information for him. In 

- the case of the Northern Territory, three 
or four routes have been suggested. Sup- 
pose that the Public Works Committee 
were asked to go up and inquire, without 

a preliminary survey having been made, 

where would they go? Naturally they 
_ would ask which route was meant. 

Senator PLAIN.—It appears to me 
_ that the members of this Committee are 
getting quite confused as to the intentions 

of the Minister in charge of the Bill. 
Senator Guthrie asks, ‘‘ How can a sur- 
veyor give a report without taking the 
Tevels?”’ Evidently he thinks that it 
_would be necessary to have a survey and 
‘levels complete before a report could he 
submitted to Parliament. 

Senator GuTuriz.—That would be a 
preliminary survey. 

3 Senator PLAIN.—That would be a sur- 
vey pure and simple. 

_ Senator Gururiz.—What is a prelimin- 
ary survey—a survey with a flying 
machine? 

B _ Senator PLAIN.—I suppose that the 

honorable senator would be content to 

scoot about the country in an aeroplane, 
and get an idea of the levels. 

Senator RusseLtu.—The last survey of a 
line was made by two men in a motor car, 
_ from Brisbane to Port Augusta. 

Senator Gururie.—What was the use 

of such a survey? 

Senator PLAIN.—I do not desire to 
raise any doubt in the minds of honor- 
able senators, or to presume that they are 

inferior to myself in these matters. My 
anxiety is to safeguard the country 
against an expenditure which should not 
be incurred at this time, if it can be pre- 
vented. I recognise that honorable sena- 
tors generally have had much more ex- 
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conditions, he would be in a position to” 
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perience of railways, and the working of 


the parliamentary machine, than I have 


had, and I have no wish to reproach 
them. 


wealth Minister. I repeat that the evi- 


dence which is considered necessary to 


satisfy the Victorian Government as to 
the prospects of a proposed railway should 
be sufficient to satisfy the Commonwealth 
Government. i? 


Senator RusseLtu.—It is not proposed 
to do any more. 4 
Senater PLAIN.—Then we < have 


nothing to fear. : 


I am not agreeable to intrusting — 
this extensive power to the Minister. — 
When it is recollected that for years Vic- 
toria has been paying interest on £300,000 
or £400,000 expended on flying surveys, 
I contend that we shall not be safeguard- 
ing the public purse, as we ought to do, if — 
we give a similar power to the Common- 


a ae 


. 


Senator Guturiz.—kKnock out the word | 


‘ surveys.”’ 


Senator PLAIN.—That word will have 
to go. There will be no preliminary sur- 


vey, and it will be left to the Commis- — 


sioner to obtain a report on a railway pro- 
posal. I am not in sympathy with this 
provision or with the amendment. — 


left to be dealt with in exactly the same 
manner as has been adopted for years by 
the Victorian Railways Committee. 
Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Amendment (by Senator NzzpHam) 
proposed—_ 
That the word “and,” before the word “ gur- 
veys,” be left out. 


Question put. The Committee divided. 


de Largie, H. 
Question so resolved in the negative. 


ae: 


ee Poe eee tok 
eter ae ee ae ee Fa 


ey 


fe 
think that all railway proposals should be 


Ayes 8 
Noes 18 
Majority ‘10 
. AYES. f 
Barker, 8. O’Keefe, D. J. : 
Barnes, J. Plain, W. } 
Ferricks, M. A. : 
Guy, J. Teller: 
Needham, E. Grant, J. 
NogEs. 

Buzacott, R. Pratten, H. E. 
Crawford, T. W. Reid, M. 
Earle, J. Rowell, Colonel it 
Voll, H. S. Russell, E. J. ee 
Guthrie, R. S. Senior, W. 
Henderson, G. Shannon, J. W. 
McDougall, A. Thomas, J. 
Millen, E. D. 
Newdand, J. Teller: 
Pearee, G. F. 


* 


: 


: 
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= railways which will, no doubt, come be- 
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; 
4 aye 
Lay 
er 


t 
ae, 
i 
47 Y 
* 
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Amendment negatived. ment should first be moneda by the ‘in: 
Amendment (by Senator EARLE) again ister. I shall take up no further time in — 
proposed— submitting the amendment, as the matter — = 
That before the word “surveys” the word has already been fully debated. He 
“preliminary” be inserted. Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Hon- ¢ 
Question put. The Committee divided. orary Minister) [5.23]—I hope the = 
Ayes... 5420 amendment will not be carried. It would 
Noes .«. om ie 8 prevent the Minister taking even the most _ 
tend minute preliminary steps in connexion oa 
Majority .. Pei eit with a railway survey until authorized to — 
AVES. A do so by Parliament. A number of small ‘ 
Buzacott, R. O’Keefe, D. J. sidings or railways might at any time 
Crawford, T. W. Pearce, G. F. during a recess become matters of extreme e 
Earle, J. ; Reid, M. : urgency, and they could not be- under- - q Ss 
oh oe M. aie pone oe _ taken if the amendment were agreed to. 
Grant, J. Senior, W. Even the putting in of a surveyor’s peg 
~ Guthrie, R. S. Shannon, J. W. - could net be undertaken in connexion, eae : 
Guy, J. . Thomas, J. ~ instance, with a small extension connect- oe 


_ Henderson, G. ing an existing railway with a military 


Pes ee Ae iaaeie 2 ae camp without the sanction of Parliament. - 
Nona: ShsSip The Minister should have power to take — 
Bankers. Pratten, H. E. preliminary steps in connexion with such i: 
Barnes, J. a proposal, and might submit it as an 
~ McDougall, A. Teller: . urgent matter as soon as Parliament met. fe 
hha atearietne Bate o« IT am sure that Senator Pratten does not 
Question so resolved in the affirmative. wish us to believe that, in his opinion, a 
Amendment agreed to. Ministers in the future will deserve to be 
‘Senator PRATTEN (New South * distrusted that they may not be per- 4 
Wales) [5.20].—I move— » ; mitted to ineur the expenditure of a few 
That the word “Minister,” in sub-clause 3, pounds upon ‘a necessary work without 
be left out, with a view to insert in lieu thereof - parliamentary authority. Honorable | 
the word “ Parliament.” senators have already discussed at length 


This amendment will crystallize our dis- the question raised by the amendment, — 
eussion, which has raised the question and I ask the Committee not to reverse ~ 


whether we are going to give the Minister the attitude which it has already taken» > 


full discretion to spend any amount of up in dealing with it. nates ae 
‘money he thinks fit in complete and de- |§ Amendment negatived. ? Be oo: 
tailed surveys, or intend that Parliament Clause, as amended, agreed to. as 
shall retain in its own hands _ privileges Clause 59 agreed to. ot oe 


which should be jealously guarded. A Clause 60— <2 
good deal hasbeen said with regard Ps Bee Tf the Minister moves that the House: of Re- ‘ Ke 


; -presentatives declare that it is expedient to — 
the power proposed to be given to the carry out the proposed work, the information — 


Minister under this clause. . On one side supplied to him in pursuance of the last pre- — 
it is suggested that it is required only that ceding section shall at the same time be laid ne 
he. may deal with small matters, and, on before the House of Representatives. LS eee 
the other side, one can visualize the ex- Senator GUTHRIE (South Australia) 
penditure of even £100,000 by the Minis- [5.27]-——I move— 


. ter without the authority of Parliament That the words “the> House of Representa-- < 


under the clause as it now stands. 7 tives,” lines 1, 2, and 6, be left out, with a 


* . ir } ] “Ps es Ex: ! 
Senator Eartz.—Not for preliminary view to SUA os ter thereof “ie word eee 


ees _ The Senate should have a voice in 
Senator PRATTEN.—That may be these matters as well as the House 
el ee even in connexion with prelimi- of Representatives. I do not think the 
-hary surveys, in view of the vast problems amendment requires any aroun to 3 
‘for the construction: of transcontinental commend it to honorable senators. 


fore us in the future. We should, I think, orary Minister) [5.28].—I ee 
_Tecognise thet. in these matters Parlia- moment quite clear on the point, 


Railways [16 


believe that a Railways Bill is really a 
money Bill, and the Constitution debars 


> 


Senate. -A Railways Bill undoubtedly 
involves the expenditure of money, and 80 
- cannot be initiated in the Senate. The 
clause is not intended to in any way de- 
tract from the dignity or status of the 
Senate. 

Senator O’KEEFE (Tasmania) [5.29]. 
—We know that the Senate has no power 
to initiate money Bills, but this clause 

_ deals merely with the giving of certain 
information. Even, as a matter of 
+ eourtesy, the information which is laid 

before one branch of the Legislature 

should also be laid before the other. The 


‘ 


~ 
ay 


A 
;. 
2. 
4 
:. 
i 


- anything that may be called the rights, 
dignities, or duties of the Senate. It is 
merely a provision that if the Minister 
asks the House of Representatives to 


before that House the facts and informa- 

_tion which he is in possession of, and 
which support the motion he moves. 

ss Senator Gururiz.—Why should he not 

give the same information to the Senate ? 

: Senator MILLEN.—The ~ honorable 
senator will ‘see that the adoption of a 
motion moved in these circumstances in 
the House of Representatives by the Minis- 
ter merely gives him authority to prepare 
a Bill to submit to Parliament. That is 
provided for by the next clause. The Bill 

_ will come before Parliament in the. ordi- 


é 


_ Minister a definite legislative instruction 

_ to do what I think he would find it neces- 
Bary to do in any event. It does not 
interfere in any way with the proper dis- 

_ charge of its duties by the Senate. 

_ Amendment negatived. 

_ Clause agreed to. . 
- Clauses 61 and 62 agreed to. 

Clause 63— 

4 (1) Subject to this Act, any private lands, 
_. or, with the consent of the Minister, any lands 
being Crown lands of a State, public parks, 
‘recreation grounds, roads, or lands which have 

been dedicated, reserved, or set apart for any 
public or other purpose, whether by any State 
or by any private person, may be acquired by 

_ the Commissioner for the purposes of a rail- 

- way. 

. (2) The provisions of the Lands Acquisition 

_ Act 1915-16 shall apply, with such modifica- 


ee Sree » Ease ny , 3 
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the initiation of a money Bill in the_ 


_ approve of a proposition he shall place 
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tions and adaptations as are prescribed, in re- — 


lation to lands acquired or to be acquired for 
the purposes of a railway, 

Senator RUSSELL 
orary Minister) [5.31].—I move— 


; 
; 
A 


a tts = 
(Victoria—Hon- — 


oat 


That the following new sub-clause be added — 


to the clause:—- 


“(3) Notwithstanding anything contained _ 
in this section, lands, being publie parks or — 


recreation grounds, shall not be acq 


for the purposes of a railway until after 


the expiration of thirty days after a state- 
ment of the proposal to acquire the lands 
has been laid before each House of the 
Parliament.” s 
We are all agreed to-day that the last 
thing to do is to acquire any of our parks 
or recreation grounds for any purpose 


_ other than that for which they have been 


reserved. But there are occasions when 
the overwhelming claims of the community 


make it necessary that, for railway pur- 
poses, a portion of a park or a recreation 
In such cases, 


ground must be used. 


ed 


the amendment providés that the papers — 


dealing with the matter shall lay on the 


table in each House of the Parliament for- 
thirty days before the land is acquired for - 


railway purposes. This will make it clear 


that no park lands shall be used for rail- - 


way purposes until both Houses of this 
Parliament have been given a full oppor- 
tunity to express approval or disapproval 
of the proposal. 


Senator GUTHRIE (South Australia) 
[5.33]|—It was my intention to have 
moved that the words ‘‘ public parks, re- 
creation grounds ’’ be left out. Honor- 
able senators will remember that when 
the Eminent Domain Bill was before us we 
dealt with the matter of public parks 
and recreation grounds very fully, and 
the Government of the day withdrew the 
original Bill. It has to be remembered 
that we are dealing here, not only with 


public parks and recreation grounds in — 


Federal territory, but in the various 
States. These lands have been dedicated 
to the people for the purposes of recrea- 
tion. 


Senator Miiten.—Whom will the rail- 


ways be dedicated to? 7 


Senator GUTHRIE.—They will not be - 


We 


dedicated for recreation purposes. 


have had an example already of what may — 


occur. The park lands at Port. Augusta 
have been absolutely destroyed by the 
running of railway lines through them. 
In South Australia, under the State 


law, not a single inch of park lands | 


ean be taken for any purpose other 


. grounds,” be left out. 


That will test the feeling of the Com- 
mittee on the point. 
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than recreation unless a special Act 
is passed. Very little land has been dedi- 
cated to the public throughout the Com- 
monwealth, and it is an absolute injustice 
to cut reserves up and erect shunting 
yards and similar things on them. Lay- 
ing a regulation on the table for thirty 
days does not give Parliament an oppor- 
tunity to deal with it. Objection has to 
be taken by a private member. He puts 
a motion on the notice-paper, and pro- 
_ bably it will never be reached before the 
time is up. If the Minister will withdraw 


his amendment Sige aga I will move— 


That the words “ public parks, recreation 


I am certain the 
Senate is not prepared=to run railways 
holus bolus over public parks. and recrea- 
tion grounds. It is better to take a rail- 
way an extra half mile round a park than 


to take away from the public part of the 


little land that has been reserved for 
them. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Hono- 
rary Minister) [5.37].—There is no inten- 


tion on the part of anybody to take 


reserves from the public. 
Senator Gurarie.—Not at present, but 


- in Adelaide our tramways were run right 


through our squares, cutting them all up. 

Senator RUSSELL.—Public feeling is 
growing against interference with public 
parks, but some consideration must be 
given to public necessities. 'To build the 


central station in Sydney, a public re- 


_ parks in the right places. 


serve, in the shape of an old cemetery, 
was taken, and I do not think any one 
objected. -We cannot foresee how a city 
will grow, and cannot always design the 
Even to-day 


in a part of the public parks originally 


provided for Melbourne they are remov- 
ing the remains of people who died in the 
early days, in order to build public mar- 
kets, because the city has grown over 
some of the reserves. At times, much as 
we regret it, we may have to take the 
corner of a park for the building of a 
railway. I do not anticipate any over- 
crowding for a century or two along most 
of the Commonwealth lines. 

Senator GuTHrin.—You have cut into 


_ the parks already at Port Augusta. 


_ Senator RUSSELL.—Any member can 
move to disallow a regulation to take part 


of a park. 


_ Senator Szenror.—Unless he can get the 
pene or the eas to oa his 


motion the regulation will bis: be disal~ 
lowed. 

Senator RUSSELL. ey; we brought. 
down a Bill to acquire portion of a park, 
and the honorable senator had not a ma- — 
jority to defeat it, the result would be. 
the same. A vote to disallow a regula 
tion is just as effective as a vote against a 
Bill if members are keen enough to fol- — 
low the regulations. 

Senator GuTHRIE.—Who can follow 
your regulations ? 

Senater RUSSELL.—People are very 
sensitive about land questions, and there 
is no doubt that if members do not notice 
what is proposed, their attention will be 
directed to it by some one outside. I 
would sooner increase than decrease the 
areas of public parks, but do not let us 
make a big fuss if, in order to carry out 
a large public work, we have to take a 
little corner of a park. . 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 

Amendment (by Senator Riles! pro- 
posed : * 

That the words « public parks, recreation 
grounds” be left out. 

Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
(5.41}.—This Act will not be perpetually 
administered by the present Minister, and 
hope is rather a shifty ground to build on 
when passing an Act of Parliament which 
is to have force for many years. Our 
park lands are all too small now, and when ~ 
population grows the trouble will be in- 
tensified. No Government can reasonably 
object to bring down a short Bill if it © 
becomes necessary to take any land away 
from the public. If the Government have © 
a majority, they can carry their Bill, but 


it will apply only to the particular spot 


referred to at the particular time, and 
not generally, as this clause does. I 
would remind the Minister that Govern- 
ments,change, and there might be a case — 


where the construction of-a railway, or 


the building of a station, through certain 
public parks or reserves, would very much 


enhance the value of neighbouring pro- a 


perty. It might destroy the park to in- 
erease the value of adjacent land, and 


Senator Grant would be up in arms 


directly. 
Senator Crawrorp.—Would it not he 
necessary to get the consent of the State - 
Government? _ 
Senator SENIOR.—This Bil does not — 
say so. There would be a greater ‘alors seg 
Ie foe the interests of the oe ite 
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that sort of thing had to i done by means» 
of a Bill rather than by a regulation, 
which might slip through. If it is made 
necessary to bring in a Bill in each case, 
the Government will have to bring for- 
ward arguments why they wish to acquire 
the public park in question, and public at- 
tention will be focussed on the matter. 
Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
[5.46].—The amendment does not go far 
enough. I should like it to include “roads 
or lands which have been dedicated, re- 
served, or set apart for any public or 


other purpose, , whether by a State or 


Paetis TRIE \! 
3 ee 
’ 


‘require. 


- finitely 


private person.” Some people desire to 
destroy every small space set apart for 
recreation purposes, no matter how old 
the reservation. It is almost impossible 


~ to look at any of our public parks in any 


city without finding where the hand of 
the vandal has been operating with more 
or less success. I understand that when 
Adelaide was surveyed and laid out, it 
was surrounded by park lands half-a-mile 
wide. Some people got to work, and, 
had it not been for the public-spirited 
action of one of the Governors of South 
Australia, there would be no park lands 
in Adelaide to- day. It is people of that 
kind in this Chamber who would vigorously 


_ back up the Minister in his desire to 


clothe the Railways Commissioner with 
power to take away public reserves. This 
country is big enough for us to construct 
public railways in without destroying the 


_ limited area now set-aside for public re- 


creation. In Sydney, the park lands 
have been diminishing year by year, and 
it almost requires a vigilance committee to 


_ retain for the public the few remaining 


acres at their disposal. Hyde Park, in 
the centre of Sydney, is to be utilized, to 
a great extent, for the proposed city rail- 
way; and even Wynyard-square is to be 
interfered with. The Senate should not 
lend itself to that sort of thing. Hon- 
orable senators will not see the regulations 
when they are laid on the table of the 
Senate or the Library. They get too 
many papers to read to enable them to 
follow up regulations of that sort. Tf 
‘any Government desire to rob the public 
of some park, there is nothing to prevent 
them bringing down with their railway 
Bill a statement showing the lands, they 
That will place the matter de- 
before both Houses, and 
onorable senators will know exactly 
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what they are doing. It may be ‘ds 
advisable to take a few yards — 


of a park occasionally for the’ pure 


pose of carrying railways through cities. 
In most cases it can be avoided, and the — 


way to get over the difficulty is by strik- 


ing out the fur. er words I have quoted. 


This will entail no hardship or inconveni- — 
When it is proposed | 


ence upon anybody. 


: 


a 


to construct a railway, it will be manda- — 


tory on the part of the authorities, when 
submitting the Bill to Parliament, to state 
distinctly what land may be required. 
Parliament will then be in a position to 
say whether the railway authorities 
should be permitted to encroach upon re- 
serves. Unless we indicate in an Act of 
Parliament what is being done, the people 
may not be aware of any threatened en- 
croachment. 


Senator EARLE Pasrianies [5. 58]. 
—The conservation of our public parks is 
one of the most important duties that can 
devolve upon the statesmen of to-day, not 
only for the recreation of this and future 
generations, but also for the health and 
well-being. of our people. The people of 
Australia are under a debt of gratitude to 
statesmen of the past who have reserved 


for their use those open spaces which they — 


are now permitted to enjoy, and we cannot 
too jealously guard them against en- 
eroachment. I realize, however, that 


_ there may~be instances when, owing to 


tle immensity of an industry, it may be 
necessary to encroach somewhat upon the 
privileges of the people, but in such a-ease 
the matter ought to be brought before 
Parliament in a special measure, as in- 


‘dicated by those honorable senators who 


have already spoken on the subject. 
Senator Mirten.—Do you want to go 
so far as Senator Grant? 


Senator EARLE.—No; but I want to 


protect our public parks in the manner 
suggested by Senator Guthrie. I realize 
however, that if we insisted upon a special 
Act of Parliament being passed before 
railway authorities could cross roads, we 
might hang up a railway proposition in 
definitely. 


Senator Grant.—Lands that have ene 


dedicated to the public are in the same 
position as parks. 

Senator Gururm.—We must have 
authority to cross roads. 

Senator EARLE.—TI should certainly 
very jealously guard all public parks and 


: on the table of either House. 
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recreation grounds. I am in sympathy Noxs. 
with the amendment moved by Senator Bakhap, T. J. K. Newland, J. 
Guthrie, and intend to vote for it. Hse yh pee ame corr 

Senator MILLEN (New South Wales Crawford. T. W. Pin Wi Os 
Vice-President of the Executive Coun- de Largie, H. Pratten, H. E. ae 
cil) [5.56].—We are all in agreement as Pete ee Reid; “Mi 45%. 

he d bili f e uthrie, R. 8. Russell, E. J. 

to the desirability of preserving our pub Gage Senior, W. 


lic parks and recreation grounds, the only 
difference of opinion being as to the form 
of protection we desire’ to throw over 
them. Senator Russell’s amendment was 
= designed to bring the Bill into line with 
_ the Lands Acquisition Act, by providing 
that any proclamation for the resumption 
of land would not be operative until the 
: - notification had been laid for thirty days 
The pro- 
posal outlined by Senator Guthrie, on 
the other hand, requires that parliamen- 
tary consent shall be obtained before noti- 
fication of resumption. The only differ- 
ence 1s in the. method, and in the cir- 
cumstances I am prepared to accept the 
amendment submitted by Senator Guthrie. 
Amendment (Senator Guthrie’s) agreed 
to. 
Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
{5.59 |.—I move— 


se 


That the words *“‘ roads or lands which have 


been dedicated, reserved, or set apart for any 


= public or other purpose whether by any State 


or by any private person” be left out. 


There is no difference whatever, so far as 
the public are concerned, between public 


parks and recreation grounds, and roads; 


or lands which have been dedicated, re- 
served, or set apart for public purposes. 

Senator Sentor.—Lands might be set 
apart for forest purposes or water re- 
serves. | 

Senator GRANT.—If so, those lands 
should not lightly be taken away from the 
people. It is most difficult to get reserves 
of that sort, and it seems to me that those 
who drafted the Bill assumed that roads 
or dedicated lands were in the same cate- 
gory as public parks and _ recreation 
grounds. Senator Russell’s proposed 
amendment applied to them. 

Question—That the words proposed to 


be left out be left out—put. The Com- 
mittee divided. . 
Ayes .. ee ee 
Noes... rg Eure 
Majority .. 5 cae 
pas AYES. 
‘Ferricks, M, A. Teller: 
& . Grant, J. 


Henderson, G. Shannon, J. W. yi ig 

McDougall, A. are he s 

Millen, wR. D. Teller: 

Needham, K. Earle, J. < 
Question so resolved in the negative. 
Amendment negatived. 


Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 64— Lei Sr 
(1) Notwithstanding any law to the con- 
trary— .s 
(a) the Commissioner may, with the ap- 4 
proval of the Governor-General, 
cause a railway to be constructed — 
along, over, and across aa pee Rok: 
reserve. = 


Senator EARLE (Tasmania) [6.6].— ile 
I should like the Minister to explain the © 
object of paragraph a of sub-clause 1, 
because it seems to me that it vetoes every- 
thing that we have been doing. — 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Honor-  — 
ary Minister) [6.7].—This clause has no-  ~ 
thing whatever to do with the acquisition » — 
of land. It merely provides that after 
land has been acquired, the Commissioner 
shall have power to construct a railway 
across any lands acquired under the Lands 
Acquisition Act. | 

Senator Prarren.—But under the pre- 
vious clause, with the consent of the Min- 
ister, the Commissioner may acquire lands 
for any purpose. roe 

Senator RUSSELL.—The clause is 3 
limited to the work of construction, and 
the Commissioner has no power to con- — 
struct any railway until the Common- — 
wealth has acquired the land for the pur- 
pose. “te 
Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
[6.10].—I confess that I do not like para~- — 
graph a of sub-clause 1. To my mind it 
will clothe the Commissioner with power 
to build a railway across a public pee | 
In New South Wales a “ public park” is | 
a park reserved for the use of the public, ss 
and is so gazetted. ; ih 

Senator RUSSELL (Vietoria—Honor- 
ary Minister) [6.11].—Land may be ac- 
quired by the Commonwealth for a varie 
of Puree. Let us Eepceneh for. 


= 


toe Bess . 


sake of argument, that it has been ac- 
quired for the purposes of\a public reserve. 
_ Ib may have been used asa public ceme- 
_ tery, and it may become necessary to re- 
_ move from it the corpses which have been 
interred there. As a result, compensa- 
tion may have to be paid to the persons 
ety interested. In this connexion I 
- May instance the Devonshire-street Ceme- 
9 tery, Sydney, which had to be entirely 
done away with in order to make room 
for the construction of the new Redfern 
railway station. In that case the removal 
at the corpses might have involved heavy 
yments by way of compensation. This 
a oe - dlause i is intended to obviate such claims. 
o Senator GUTHRIE (South Australia) 
* ‘[6. 12|.—I direct Senator Pratten’s atten- 
tion to the definition of “ Land” under 
_the Lands sgh ag Act 1906. It 
the Teads— 
“Land” includes any estate or interest in 
land (legal or equitable), and any easement, 
right, power, or privilege over, in, or in con- 
~-nexion with land, and also includes Crown 

land, but does not include public parks vested 

in or under the control of municipal or local 
authorities, and dedicated to or reserved for 
the recreation of the people, or such other lands 
dedicated to or reserved for the use and enjdy- 
ment of the people, as have been specified by 
: proclamation. 

Senator Harte.—But this clause says 
*‘ notwithstanding any law.’’ 


Senator Pzarce.—Sub-clause 2 of clause 
63 declares that the provisions of the 
- Land Acquisition Act shall apply to lands 
_ acquired for the purposes of this Act. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Honor- 
ay Minister) [6.13].—If honorable sena- 
tors will read sub-clause 2 of this clause 
es _ they will see that it provides— 
— No person shall be entitled to claim compen 
~ gation for or upon account of any lands that 
have been acquired or used in or from any such 
aa public reserve or road for any other purposes 
of this Act, nor for any damage or inconveni- 
ence arising to him or it by reason thereof; 
but the Commissioner may, with the approval 
” _ of the Governor-General, or as directed by the 
Governor-General, make such compensation in 
‘respect of any such land as is deemed expe- 
dient. 
It is quite possible that in the construc- 
tion of a railway, at some awkward point, 
_ the view from a residence may be spoiled, 
and in the absence of a provision of this 
kind the Commonwealth would be liable to 
pay compensation. . Or it may happen 
that a beautiful two- chain road may have 
m to be reduced to a one-chain road, and 
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clause. 


Bill. tot 


adversely affected. This provision seeks to 
protect the Commonwealth by laying it © 
down that none of the things incidental — 
to the construction of a railway shall be 
regarded as a reasonable ground ior the 
payment of compensation. 


S 

5 

Senator EARLE (Tasmania) [6. 15].— ve 

I quite admit that it is necessary for the & 

Commissioner to be clothed with a certain — 

amount of authority. But to my lay ~ 
mind this clause is contrary to the spirit 


of the previous clause. Therefore ee ; 


move— 

That the following words be added to para- 
graph a:—“ other than phe pa or re- 
creation grounds.” 

Senator PRATTEN (New South 
Wales) [6.17].—I shall support the 
amendment of Senator Earle. To my 


lay mind, also, tthe clause is not clear, 
and the addition of the words proposed 
will have the effect of removing its am- ~ 
biguity. 

Senator FAIRBAIRN (Victoria) [6. 18}. 
—If the Government wish to construct a 
railway through a public park or recrea- 
tion ground, it seems to me that we shall 
be up against this clause. 

Senator GuTHRIE.—No. 

Senator Pearce.—This provision would 
not come into operation until after we 
had acquired the land. 

Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
[6.19].—While the intention of the mover 
of the amendment may be all right, I 
submit that this is not the place to insert ~ 
the words which he desires to insert. The 
whole of clause 64 vests in the Commis- 
sioner certain powers over lands which 
have been acquired. If, for example, it 
were proposed to run a circular line of 
railway through the public parks around 
Adelaide, or through any other public — 
park or recreation ground, the sanction of — 
Parliament to the proposal would be 
valueless unless the Commissioner were — 
clothed with the power that will be con- — 
ferred upon him by paragraph a of this — 
In my opinion, there is no neces- - 
sity to insert these words. Once a park — 
has been handed over by an Act of Par- 
liament to the Commissioner for the pur- — 
pose of constructing a railway, this clause — 
will simply empower him to do so. In — 
the circumstances, £ think that the words . 
are entirely out of place. 


Amendment negatived. ‘ 
Clause agreed to. 3 
Clauses 65 to 68 agreed to. Ve 


aaa 


bag tes ight?) eae 


ee aa 
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Clause 69— stantial tips from every one who Sawer 


(1). Whosoever— 


shall be guilty of an offence. 
Penalty: Ten pounds. 
Senator FERRICKS . 
[6.22].—I move— 
That the following new paragraph be in- 
serted in sub-clause 1:— 

‘“(¢) knowingly gives or offers to an em- 
ployee, without the written consent 
of the Commissioner, a gratuity for 
personal services rendered,” 

If the clause is passed with this amend- 
ment, a person guilty of this offence will 
be liable to a penalty of £10. The 
offences which are embodied in the four 
existing paragraphs of this sub-clause are 
- no more grave than the practice of some 
_ travellers giving gratuities to railway em- 
_ ployees for the purpose of obtaining atten- 
tion which is not extended to the public 
at large. Seeing that we had an exten- 
sive debate on this question the other day, 
it is not my intention to renew the dis- 
cussion. J hope that the Minister will see 
his way. to accept the amendment. 

Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Hono- 

rary Minister) [6.24].—Personally, I 
aye a good deal of sympathy with this 
proposal, but I would point out that yes- 
terday we took a test vote, and the amend- 
ment was rejected. 

Senator Frerricks.—Not on this ques- 

tion. 3 
Senator RUSSELL._No, but we took 
a test vote on the principle of tipping. 
- The whole subject was then involved in 
the diseussion, and though I sympathize 
a good deal with the present proposal, the 
honorable senator ought to recognise that 
a second test vote should not be taken on 
- practically the same principle. 
_ Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
- [6.25].—This amendment -would be the 
necessary corollary to the amendment to 
an earlier clause which was defeated yes- 
terday, but it differs somewhat from that 
one: It seeks to inflict a penalty upon 
wealthy travellers who wish to perpetu- 
ate a system of compelling railway em- 
ployees to adopt an attitude towards the 
_ travelling public which is utterly subver- 
_ sive of their independence as well as their 
‘manhood. I know of no persons who ap- 
prove of this method of securing their 
wages. Any one who votes against the 
amendment will be in favour of placing 
_ the railway employees in such a position 
that the Commissioner can very truthfully 
say to them, ‘‘ You are in receipt of sub- 


(Queensland) 


on the railway, and it is my intention to 
cut down the pay.’’ 

Senator BaKHap. —The honorable sena- 
tor is dreaming in the day time. © } 

Senator GRANT.—No, and no one 
knows that better than does the honor- 
able senator. 

Senator Baxnap.—The Commissioner 
will be in his dotage if he does it, 

Progress reported. - 


Sitting suspended from 6.27 to 8 pa m. 
CAPTURED GERMAN 


POSSESSIONS. 
Debate resumed from 9th August (vide 
page 921), on motion by | Senator 
BakHap— | 


(1) That the Senate expresses its’ eynate 
fied appreciation and approval of the statement 
made on the 31st January last by the Honor- 
able the Colonial Secretary (Mr. Walter 
Long), which emphatically sets forth that none 
of the captured Colonial Possessions of the — 
German Empire will, in any circumstances, be — 
returned to that Power; and, furthermore, re- 
solves that any proposal to restore the ‘cap- 
tured German territories in the vicinity of the 
Australian continent will be particularly dis- 
tasteful to the people of the Commonwealth, 
and prejudicial to their interests, as well as to 
the future peace of the world. : 

(2) That the foregoing resubatien be trans- 
mitted to the House of Representatives for its 
concurrence. 


Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) [8.0].— 
When this motion was last debated, we — 
had the pleasure of listening to a very 
well ordered but short deliverance from 
the Vice-Presidenti of the 
Council. The honorable senator sug- 
gested that. my. motion should be shorn of 
some of its apparent redundancies, and 
should be altered to read somewhat as 
follows :— 

That the return of the captured German > 
colonies in the vicinity of the Australian con- — 
tinent will constitute a standing menace to 
the safety of this country, as well as to the 
future peace of the world. ; 
After due consideration, I have come to — 
the conclusion that the phraseology of the 
motion as I originally submited it has 
perhaps something in it that savours of - 
asperity. I believe the suggestion of the 
Vice-President of the Executive Council — 
is a very wise one, and I therefore ask the 
leave of the Senate to substitute the form 
of words suggested by Senator Millen for 


those in the first paragraph of my motion. — : a 


I do this all the more Sirs bone 


Executive 
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although I had approximated the terms of 
- my motion, as closely as\I thought judi- 
_ cious, to the utterances of President Wil- 
son in the statement he made, at the time 
_ the United States declared war against 
_ Germany, I believe that’ the words sug- 
gested by Senator Millen will even more 
closely conform to the very laudable senti- 
; ment embodied in President Wilson’s 
utterance, when he said— 


except such as will tend to secure the future 
peace of the world and the future welfare and 
happiness of its peoples. 


That sentiment: is embodied in the terms 
_ suggested by the Vice-President of the 
Executive Council, and I have therefore 
every hope that honorable senators will 
permit me to amend my motion by substi- 

tuting those words for the first paragraph 
of it. 


i It does happen that, in discussing ques- 
_ tions of this momentous character, the 
words of even the humblest amongst us 
_ fake to.themselves wings and fly over the 
- world. Beyond all doubt, some of the 

Opinions uttered in the course of the de- 

bate on this motion last week have been 


given to the peoples of the world through - 
the medium of the international press. 


_ It is not sufficient to convince the Senate. 
It is necessary to make out a satisfactory 
_ and substantial case for the passing of 
_ the motion even in the proposed amended 
_ form. Ido not purpose occupying the at- 
_ tention of the Senate for very long, but 
_ I think I may be pardoned if I adduce 
} some further evidence in justification of 
_ the motion, in the amended form in which 
I hope it will be carried. We have not 
any rabid dislike of international neigh- 
2 hours. The Dutch people who, I hope, 
_ will be our international neighbours. for 
centuries to come, have long passed the 
aggressive stage, and I believe there is not 
a single Australian who resents the fact 
that our ex-continental possessions run 
fine for line with a portion of the terri- 
tory of the Netherlands East Indies. We 
welcome these people as neighbours. They 
have been our neighbours since the estab- 
lishment of the AuStralian Common- 
_ wealth, and I hope there is no Australian 
_ who harbors anything like resentment at 
_ the. fact, or entertains the slightest idea 
_ of dispossessing these peaceful, enterpris- 
_ ing people of the Possessions to the north 
_ of Australia, of which they are in full en- 
 joyment at the present time. | 
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Buti the case is different with the Ger- 
mans. Let me adduce this deliverance 
from a prominent) German journalist, and 


a man who is not regarded as a jingo. — 
He is a man of a somewhat advanced in= — 
ternational type, and his opinions are of — 
a cosmopolitan character. Yet in the 


flush of German victory, after the first — 
few weeks of the war, this is how this — 


semi-Socialist German journalist delivered 
himself— 


The most distinctive merit of Germans is 


that they do not fit in with the crowd of peace- 


ful nations. 
That is theiy most distinctive merit, ac- 
cording to this journalist of international 
reputation— 

German manhood has not become effeminate 


because of a long peace. War was always the 
most profitable business of the Germans. For 


these reasons the present war is a good war. ~- 


Nice neighbours these! 
the valour of Australian soldiers and sea- 
men taken possession of those lands im- 


Having through — 


mediately to the north of Australia, on — 


which the Germans settled, we should be 


pursuing a suicidal policy if we did not 


let it be known to the world that it will 
not be with our concurrence and consent 
thati German New Guinea and the island 


territories in its vicinity previously in the © 


possession of Germany shall be returned 
to that country. I have not quoted a 
German jingo, but one who is regarded 
rather as an opponent of the jingos in 
Germany, and yet honorable senators have 
heard how he speaks. Some people seem 


to be looking to the German Socialists to — 


bring about peace; but I have said before, 
and I say again, that the German Socialist 
is always a German as well as a Socialist, 
determined if possible to secure the sup- 
remacy of the German race and the adop- 
tion of German ideas of civilization. We 


are not going to have these people along- ~ 


side of us as neighbours until they have 
purged themselves of their contumacy in — 


regard to the other peoples of the world. — 


A great many of the evils which have 
from time to time befallen our country 
can be traced to the unwise policy which 
Great Britain has pursued at times, 
despite international assertions to the con- 


trary, of returning to foreign Powers ter- — 
ritories taken from them during the pro-— 


gress of wars. There is not the slightest 
doubt that the ill-advised stipulation of the 
British Government to restore Malta to 


‘Napoleon brought about the breach of the 
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Treaty of Amiens. We do not want that 
sort of thing to occur in connexion with 
the Possessions which we have taken from 
the Germans during the last few years, 
and which, I hope, will never belong to 
them again. 


I may, perhaps, be going to quote rather 
freely the opinions of other people, but 
when a man is only an ordinary member 
of the rank and file of a Legislature he 
must be forgiven if he thinks it well that 
his long-established opinions, notwith- 
standing the force with which they appeal 


to himself, should be buttressed by the 
-. quotation of the opinions of others. I 
am going to quote something that is very 


- fresh to show that,.in the minds of reflec- 


tive politicians of the Old Country, it is 


~ deemed to be an established fact that the 


‘It is not a territorial question. 


Australian people, speaking in a practical 
sense, are unanimously of the opinion 
that the previously existing German 
Possessions in the Pacific should not be 
restored to Germany. We have:such a 
newspaper as the Westminster Gazette de- 
livering itself in terms which have been 
eabled to Australia, and which may be 


read in the evening paper published to- 


day in this city. Referring to the West- 
minster Gazette, the statement is made— 
It shares the Australian view that the return 
of the German colonies is not a territorial 
question, and that it is necessary not to allow 
the Empire to be divided by a German fleet 
and submarine bases. . 
The 
Westminster Gazette very properly puts 
it in that way. I venture to say it has 


~ taken the cabled opinions and utterances 


of the Vice-President of the Executive 
Council as the text of its deliverance. We 
do not want increased territory for in- 


~ ereased territory’s sake, but we do want 


to make the future of our children and of 
their children after them as secure as 
human wit and effort at the present time 


ey  can make it. 


I should have liked to have ae a 
speech on this subject from the Leader of 
the Opposition. Ihave complied with 
the rules of parliamentary courtesy. I 


believe the honorable senator is in New 


South Wales at the pr esent time, where, I 


_ have no doubt, if he is allowed to speak 
~ or do anything at all, he is doing all he 


“ean to bring the lamentable strike in that 


State to an end. I feel sure that at all 
times Senator Gardiner may be trusted to 


—. Senator Bakhap. 


‘Honorable senators may depend upon it — 
_ that whatever the weakness of Australian 


would 


act in the interests of fhe poco Shee. a 


ment of vexed industrial questions. es ron 
gret that he is not present. — UN 


Seeing that there is such a ora deal Pr. 
of talk about peace in international * 
circles, this is a question that is vital to 
us, and I hope that the Senate will arrive 
at a decision in regard to the terms of my __ 
motion to-night. Some people are dis- 
posed to say that we are rushing in where 
international angels almost fear to tread, 
and that we should not express ourselves E 
in anything like forcible terms at this 
juncture. The Vice-President of the 
Executive Council has said that the Sec- 
retary of State for the Colonies, Mr.: 
Walter Long, has, in some degree, quali- x 
fied the virile utterance that fell from hig’ 22 
lips toward the end of January of the 
present year. Politicians blow hot and 
cold. I am not saying that that applies: 
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
I think I know something of what the 
exigencies of international diplomacy may _ 
be; but it is the duty of Australian repre- — 
dentatives of the people to see that respon- 
sible men in the Home Country are forti- 
fied by a. forcible and concise expression 
of the opinion of Australian ee ee at "ae 
the present time. ae 
. We hear talk about the restoration a: A 
the German colonies. I donot think that 
the Japanese will tolerate the discussion 
of any terms of peace in which itis sug- — 
gested that the territory known as Kia 
Chau, in the north-east of China, shall be _ 
restored to the Germans, I venture to | 
say that every Japanese would sooner see 
the name of his race and nation perish oe 
from human ken than that any inter- 
national tribunal should adjudge the re- 
turn of the territory to Germany. 


or Imperial diplomatists may concede in 
connexion with the discussion of terms of _ 
peace, the Japanese will not permit the © 
erstwhile German territory on the Con- — 
tinent of Asia which they have occu- — 
HA to be returned to Germany. Ifthey, 
as I verily believe they will, act sturdily ia 
in such a matter, shall we be eure in os 
backbone ? i 

Senator Ferricks bald Wes Bieuey 
war could be brought to an end he 
relinquish the whole of the 
islands adjacent to the Australian co 
tinent to-morrow, ee gf remind hi 
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| that a man who gave promise of being one 
3 of the greatest military authorities of the 
_ age had he lived; and who was also a 
philosopher, delivered himself in this 
Wiss: “Nations,” he said, “do not ad- 
vance to their doom; they. retreat to it.” 
a after having secured ourselves through 
the valour of Australia’s sons in the pos- 
session of those territories so necessary 
to the interests of the Commonwealth, we 
weakly retreated from the position our 
soldiers and seamen have established for 
(Us, then very truly would we retreat to 
our doom, and walk shamefully in the 
future. There are tens of thousands of 
w _ Australia’s sons at the present time who 
wear 

The wan livery of dusty death. 


. 


eaptured by their valour should be re- 

turned to the enemy? I trow not. Even 
if we remotely contemplate returning 
those territories to Germany, a terrible 

ocean of woe opens up before us. 
very much as one of Napoleon’s generals 
_ did when the Great Captain, having 
_ erowned himself Emperor.of the French, 
asked this man, at the end of the day’s 
_ pageant, “Was anything wanting to- 
- day?” The marshal, in sombre tones, re- 
3 plied, “Only the 2,000,000 Frenchmen 


who have died so that this might: cease.’’ 
If Australian representative men are 


tempted for a moment to contemplate re-_ 


turning German colonies to Germany, I 
urge them to think of the million—aye, 
- more than a million—of English-speak- 
- ing men who have died that such a con: 
_ tingeney might not reach consummation. 

mae 
om, * 


oa 
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There is very little more for me to say. 


able senators would have addressed them- 

_ selves to the debate, but the fact that they 
have not done so leads me to-believe that 
je they, heartily sympathize with the motion, 
particularly in the judiciously modified 
_ form suggested by the Minister. All I 
desire is that the young people of Aus- 
tralia may be assured of freedom from 
the German menace. What would it 
matter to many of us, for whom the 
shadows are long upon the hill, if we ex- 
tended to Germany the most generous 
_ terms of peace? But a sacred duty has 
_ been imposed upon us by the votes of the 
people. We have to think of those who 
have just been born, and of those gene- 
pratiina yet a many of whom, I. 
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- Thad anticipated that some other honor- © 
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brass, will become distinguished, not only 
as citizens of our own country, but of our — 
Empire. It is essential that this nation — 
which calls war a game—this nation — 
whose representative men believe that war 
is a good thing—should be excluded from 
the possibility of again being our neigh- 
bours. We are in possession of a con- 
tinent. We have plenty of territory. We — 
are asking this Senate to agree to the mo- 3 
tion, not because we seek territorial 
ager randisement, but because, knowing the 
paucity of our ‘numbers and the dangers 

to which we will be exposed, we feel it our 
bounden duty at this stage to take such 
precautions as will eliminate the chance 
of our future peace being disturbed. 
Therefore, I submit the motion in the 
full confidence that it will be carried. I 
believe its adoption and its communica- _ 
tion to the diplomats of the world will 
bring about that state of affairs we have 
long desired, namely, that the future of 
Australia shall be free from dread. I ask 
the leave of the Senate to amend the mo- 
tion as indicated by the Vice-President oe 
the Executive Council. 


The PRESIDENT.—Is it the pls 
sure of the Senate that Senator Bakhap 
have leave to amend his motion? 


Senator Frrricxs.—No. I agreed to 
an amendment of the honorable senator’s 
last motion, and I was afterwards dis- 
allowed the opportunity of speaking. 


The PRESIDENT.— An _ objection 
having been raised, the motion may not be 
amended, and must be put in its original 
form. 

Question resolved in the atfirinotcem 


ADJOURNMENT, 


NEWSPAPER ReEeport—MI.itTary SERVICE 
REFERENDUM: ALLOCATION OF OUT- 
STANDING Votes: CHARGE OF~.‘‘ FAK- 
ING ’’ RETURNS. ; 


Motion (by Senator M1LuEn) prope om 
That the Senate do now adjourn. ; 


Senator FERRICKS (Guseunlene 
[8.23].—There is one matter to which 
I desire to direct the attention of the 
Vice-President of the Executive Coinaiiegs ae 
but. before doing so I want to mention 
that in this afternoon’s Herald there ap- 
pears the statement that the motion as 
to the Allies’ peace terms, which was re- 
jected by the Senate to-day, was submitted 
by Senator O’Keefe, That was not correct, 


eg | 
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Adjournment. 


I do not think Senator O’Keefe particu- 
larly wants to claim credit for it, but I 
do so with pleasure because I believe in 


the proposal. 


The matter I desire now to refer to dates 
back to the time when the referendum was 
taken, in October last. I want to make 
passing reference to the soldiers’ vote, and 
ask Senator Millen if he will make in- 
quiries to see if my suspicions in con- 
nexion with this matter are well founded 
or otherwise. As a preliminary to my in- 


_.quiry I shall quote a paragraph which ap- 
- peared in the Brisbane Courier on 21st 


- November, 1916. 


Tt was headed— 


THE REFERENDUM. 

POLL TO BE DECLARED TO-DAY. 

“No” Majority now 59,552. 

Melbourne, 20th November. 

The referendum poll will be declared to- 
morrow. There are a few thousand votes out- 
standing, but, under a section of the Military 
Service Referendum Act, the poll may be de- 
clared not less than sixty days after the issuv 
of the writ, if not more than 2 per cent. of 
the votes on the roll are outstandin The 
writ was issued on 18th September. The 
gressive figures up to noon to-day were as 
follows :— 


 SSaere- 


EIN oc 1,146,198 
NOG? ys. 1,084,918 
61,280 


Majority cor No 7 ia 


It will be evident from a scrutiny of the 
above figures that a few votes had come in 
after noon, thus increasing the majority 
from 59,000, as stated at the head of the 
paragraph, to 61,280. From the same 
source I have the figures of the aggregate 
votes, according to the press, in the differ- 


‘ent pets as follows :— 


Yes. No. 
Nev, South Wales 356,209 472,705 
Victoria 353,479 327,557 
Queensland 142,490 149,926. - 
South Australia 87,368 113,591 
Western Australia 93,886 40,806 
Tasmania 48,437 37,703 


After seeing the paragraph in the Bris- 


1,146,198. 
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bane Courier that the poll would be de- 
clared that day, and knowing that the re- 
ferendum poll was not officially declared 
by any Returning Officer or the Chief 
Electoral Officer, but by proclamation in 
the Commonwealth Gazette, I looked 
up the Gazette of 23rd November, 
1916, page 3181, and found that the 
ficures were—‘‘ Yes,’’ 1,084,918; ‘‘ No,’’ 
The majority in favour of 
“No” was 61,280, agreeing with the 


totals of the ficures T have already quoted. 


A few months afterwards members of the 
Senator Ferricks. 


PLoS: 


Senate, in common with members of the 
House of Representatives, received the 
official returns giving the vote in every — 
electorate of the Commonwealth, and, al- .— 
though there had been no intimation in: <4 
the press of progressive increases, the 
latest official returns show that the ‘‘ No”’ 
majority has increased very dispropor-— 
tionately. Let me take Queensland as an 


eo" ag! wa 
Pee eh Oa oo 


illustration. On 21st November the rk 
‘“No’’ majority in that State was, — S 
in round numbers, 7,700, but ac ~ 
cording to the last. official returns i 


it was over 14,000.. In view of this in- oe 
erease it is a fair question for us to ask, 
‘‘Where did the additional 7,000 votes 
come from?’’? The returns show the in- _ 
creases in the respective ‘‘ Yes’? and — 
‘“No’’ totals from the day the poll was 
declared up till the publication of the 
Commonwealth Gazette. The figures fer 
Western Australia show that the “ Yes” Pa 
vote increased by 183, and the “‘ No” 

vote by 78, an increase of about two_ 
to one ii favour. of the ‘‘ Yes,’ 
which -was about a fair increase. 
In Tasmania the ‘‘ Yes’’ increase was 
56 and the ‘‘No’’ increase was 130— 
about two to one in favour of ‘‘ No.’’ In 
Victoria the ‘‘ Yes’’ vote increased by 
451, and the ‘‘ No’’ vote by 659, a pro- 
portion of three to two in ‘favour of. 
‘No.’ In New South Wales the in- 
crease in the ‘‘ Yes’’ vote was 596, and » 
that in the ‘‘No’’ vote 1,839—a pro- 
portion of three to one in favour of the 
“ Noes.’’ In Queensland ‘the increase in 
the ““ Yes’’ vote was 1,710, and that mm 
the ‘‘No’’ vote was 8,125. Sue. 

Senator Mruren.—Does the honorable 
senator remember that the German votes 
were late in coming in? 

Senator FERRICKS.—The Germans 
did not have a vote on this question. In — 
Queensland, therefore, the voting was 
five to one in favour of the ‘‘ Noes.’’ 


Senator Rerp.—Any number of Ger- : 


= 


mans voted in Queensland, and T can telt 
the honorable senator where. . 


Senator FERRICKS.—Then they must’ ‘ 
have evaded the provisions of the Act. 
In South Australia the increase in the 
““Yes’’ vote was 556, and that in the ~ 
*“No”’ vote 5,645. In other words, there 
was a proportion of 100 votes to one Im 
favour of the ‘‘ Noes.’? In my judgment, — 
it is a. fair thing to ask whether it is — 
possible that the ‘No’ votes” pee E 
have worked out in that. Byecnier either i 


‘in South Australia or elsewhere. 
believe it. 


Adjournment. 
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I do not 


Senator NerpHam.—Not even including 
the Germans. 
Senator FERRICKS.—Not even 


in- 


eluding the Germans—the people to whom 
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3 think. The extract proceeds— 


< 


Senator 


the Minister for Home and Territories 
addressed an appeal for support in South 
Australia. 

I wish now to make a passing re- 
ference to the question of the publica- 
tion of the soldiers’ vote. We were even- 
tually informed by the Prime Minister 
that about 50,000 soldiers voted “ No,” 
whilst the “Yes” vote numbered about 
72,000. Now, it has been stated in cer- 
tain British newspapers that these figures 
are not correct. I have here an extract 
from the Melbourne Socialist of 6th 
April, which reads— 


“Tt is a remarkable fact,” says the Free- 
man’s Journal, “that the figures of the voting 
of the Anzac troops in the Australian referen- 
dum on conscription have never appeared in 
the British press, although two months have 
now elapsed since the referendum was taken. 
It will be remembered that when the early 
figures for the voting in Australia itself were 
published, and showed a relatively small ma- 
jority against conscription, the advocates of 
that policy expressed the confident hope that 
when the votes of the men actually serving and 
other Australian residents abroad were counted 
they would be found to reverse the decision of 
their countrymen at home. The failure to 
publish the votes of the troops was in itself 
very significant, but we are now in a position 
to give the figures, which were—For conscrip- 
tion, 40,000; against conscription, 106,000; a 


majority against conscription of 66,000.” 


Senator pe Larare.—Where is the 
Freeman’s Journal published ? 
Senator FERRICKS.—In- Dublin, J 


As the total majority against conscription 


was only 61,000, it is thus clear that it was 


the votes of the Anzac soldiers gvhich_ really 
decided the issue—Glasgow Weekly Herald, 
13th January, 1917. 

GuTnriz. — The Glasgow 
Weekly Herald copied the statement. from 
the Freeman’s Journal. 


Senator FERRICKS.—In view of these 
assertions, we can conceive of how many 
thousand ‘‘ No’’ votes were allocated to 
New South Wales to swell the ‘‘ No”’ 
majority, before the declaration of the 
poll was made in the Commonwealth 


Gazette. 


Senator Gururire.—That is an .exceed- 


ingly serious charge to make against the 


turning Officer. 


S ak 
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Senator FERRICKS.—No; the votes 
were allocated in London. 


Senator Rerp.—Does the honorable 


senator mean to say that the authorities — 


faked the vote in London? 


Senator FERRICKS.—I say that the © 
soldiers’ “ No” votes were used to swell 


the ‘‘ No’’ majority in some of the States, 
and to reduce the ‘‘ No’’ vote which was 
recorded by our troops abroad. Listen 
to the following extract on the allocation 
of the soldiers’ vote from the Brisbane 
Courier— 


SOLDIERS’ VOTES. 

METHOD OF COUNTING, 

AN OFFICIAL STATEMENT. 

~ Melbourne, 10th May. 

Mr. R. C. Oldham, Chief Electoral Officer, 
stated to-day—‘ The preliminary allocation of 
soldiers’ votes to divisions is necessarily a 
long process, requiring the exercise of great 
care. The actual counting of the votes when 


the preliminary allocation has been made will 


occupy a comparatively short time, and as it 
proceeds progress reports will be cabled to the 
Chief Electoral Officer, Melbourne, and wired 
to the Returning Officers for immediate incor- 
poration in the figures for each State and divi- 
sion in the presence of scrutineers. Sir Robert 
McC. Anderson, the Commonwealth Return- 
ing Officer in London, has been informed of the 
closely-contested seats, and may be relied upon 
to expedite the count to the fullest possible ex- 
tent. 


Senator NeepHam.—And-he did. 
Senator FERRICKS.—He did, and in 
the right way, too. 


Senator Reip.—Does the 


Senator FERRICKS.—Where was the 
necessity for advising Sir Robert 
Anderson of the closely contested seats at 
the last election ? 


Senator Baxnar.—Does not the hon- 
orable senator think that, the candidates 
wanted to know the results. 


Senator FERRICKS.—So far as the 
ivisional returns in Queensland were 
concerned, they showed that the honor- 
able member for Brisbane (Mr. Finlay- 


son) was absolutely defeated, and the 
surplus soldiers’ votes were put into the 
Moreton divisional returns, where they — 
But, unfortunately, this 


were wanted. 
scheme miscarried, owing to a miscaleu- 
lation, and as a result Mr. Finlayson’s 
minority of fifteen was changed into a 
majority of fifteen. 
Senator Rerr.—He 


should not be 
where he is to-day ? 


honorable 
‘senator mean to say that he faked the 
returns ? 
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Senator FERRICKS.—He would not 


be if the Prime Minister had had an~ 


opportunity to prevent it. I say that 
the soldiers’ votes on the conscription 
question were faked in the allocation. I 
will not believe that it is possible for 
any State to record votes in the propor- 
tion of 100 to 1 in favour of the ‘‘ Noes.’ 

Senator Rerrp.—Has the honorable 
senator any proof of faking? 

Senator FERRICKS.—I want to know 
from where the surplus votes came in the 
proportion of 100 to 1. How did it come 
about that when the declaration of the 
poll was made in Queensland there was a 


majority of 7,000 ‘‘ No”’ votes, and that 
a little later that majority had increased 
to 14,000? 
soldiers at the Front did vote ‘‘ No.’’ > 
IT remember that Senator O’Loghlin, who 


I venture to say that the 


was on the other side of the world ‘as well 
as Senator Rowell— 

Senator Gururie.—Senator 
lin was in Ireland. 

Senator FERRICKS.—He was as near 
to the Front as was Senator Rowell. 
Yet he came here and expressed the very 
opposite opinion of that voiced by Sena- 
tor Rowell. I lock to the Vice-President 
of the Executive Council to explain how 
these ‘‘ No’’ votes came out in the pro- 
portion of 100 to 1. 

Senator DE LARGIE (Western Aus- 


O’Logh- 


tralia) [8.41].—I desire to say a few 
~ words 


upon this question. For the 
greater parti of Senator Ferricks’s speech 
I was at a loss to understand what he 
was endeavouring to prove. I thought we 
had pretty well buried the wheeze in 
which he so. often indulged concerning 
the referendum vote. If he had any 


regard for the reputation of Australia 


in the eyes of our Allies he would not 
resurrect it. If there is one thing in the 
history of Australia that we ought to 
endeavour to forget, it is the result of 
that referendum. When I was in the 
Old Country last year Australia stood 
very high in the esteem of our Allies. I 
do not believe that any of the oversea 


‘Dominions occupied as high a_ pedestal 


at that time as did Australia. But I 
am quite satisfied, from what I have 
learned since, that she has been lowered 


both in the eyes of the other Dominions 
and our Allies as the result of the refer- 
endum vote. 3 


Senator Lt.-Colonel O’Locuiin.— 
That is not what the British Prime Minis- 
ter said yesterday. 


‘obliged to publish the figures. 


stout they might be, would refuse the | 


Senator DE LARGIE.—I do pat ear 
to depend upon the reported utterances — 
of anybody. I know what was the feel- 
ing at the time of my visit to the Old a 
Country. I am quite satisfied that Aus- 
tralia never stood as high in the estima-_ 
tion of all parts of the Empire as she did — 
before the referendum was taken on con- 
scription. Why in the name of all that — 
is reasonable should this page in our his-_ 
bony be dug up here to-night? 

Senator Frrrtcxs.—Because it is the 
first opportunity I have had of referring 
to it. ee. 

- Senator DE LARGIE.—Does the hon- 
orable senator think that he will estab- 
lish anything in the minds of reasonable | 
persons by bringing this matter forward © 
in the way that he has done? We have — 
previously heard all about how the 
soldiers’ votes were cast on the occasion of © 
the referendum, Time after time the 3 
honorable senator and others have told us _ 
how the soldiers woted. The Prime 
Minister, in accordance with the wish of 
the Allies, kept back the figures, and for a 
very good reasons would not publish them. q 
But being taunted time and again that a 
declaration had gone forth that a majority 
of the men in the trenches voted against 
conscription, at last the Government were — 
What was 4 
the revelation? It was shown that a 
majority of our men in the trenches were 
in favour of conscription. Is it not the — 
most reasonable and logical thing which — 
one might expect? Will one person who oa 
knows anything of the horrors and suffer- 
ings of war say that any of the men in © 
the trenches, no matter how brave and 3 


help which we were anxious to give them ? : 
Would such-a refusal be in accordance . 
with sense, reason or logic? ih 

Senator #erRicks.—Yes. . ug 

Senator DE LARGIE.—It is most un- 
likely that the men in the trenches would 
refuse help when we knew that it was so - 
much needed. I was at the Front last — 
year, and had an opportunity of meeting 
a number of Australian soldiers, but evi- a 
dently I know nothing in comparison with 
the enormous knowledge which Senator 4 
Ferricks possesses on this question. He ~ 
really knows nothing. I have known him — 
get up here, and in a most egotistical | 
manner say, time and again, that he knew _ 
how the vote went, when no one else here — 
had the slightest. knowledge as to how it — 
went. It has to be upon that th se 
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very same statement was made in reference 
to the vote of the soldiers at the late 
It was then declared that the 
voting was faked against the  gentle- 
men sitting on the opposite benches. 
It was declared that a majority of 
_ the votes were in favour of their 
a candidates, but through some manipula- 
tion of the figures the Nationalist candi- 
' dates obtained a majority of the votes 
when they were counted. Who cannot re- 


member the representations made by these” 
What 


gentlemen in the public press? 
_ about the statement of a member of the 
ederal Parliament, whom they appointed 
sei their representative to observe the vot- 
ef pes at the Front and in the Old Country ! 
i Mr. McGrath, the member for Ballarat, 


_ faction with. the manner in which the 


% Biers were dealt with. That cablegram was 
_ published in a local newspaper. Still, 

_. face of these undeniable facts, from which 
_ I think any reasonable person would form 
_. his opinion, we have statements to the 
_ contrary made by Senator Ferricks  to- 
- night. It does not matter to most of us 
_ who know the honorable senator how 
_ much he repeats the statements. He will 
never make his position any better. 
Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 
_ {8.48].—I take it that the basic fabric on 
_ which Senator Ferricks built up the case 
_ to-night was very largely assumed figures 
g which have appeared in a Sinn Fein 
newspaper published in Dublin. 

_ Senator Ferricxs.—No; they appeared 
_ in the Brisbane Courier. 


Be: ‘Senator PRATTEN.—I was in the 
- “Dublin Freeman’s Journal, I understand, 
_ that the figures first appeared : they were 
p? ~ copied in a Glasgow newspaper, and from 
_ that journal they were copied into several 
provincial English newspapers. That is 
the basis of the case which Senator Fer- 
__ricks and others have quoted from time to 

_ time in connexion with’ alleged faking of 
the conscription voting. I remind the 
honorable senator that the vote for the 
_ Nationalists at the general election on the 
_ Sth May was not disproportionate to the 
sh ~ vote of the soldiers in favour of conscrip- 
tion. Now that this‘ matter has’ been 
& brought before the Senate, I suggest to 
the Minister that if a report is to be 
called for from the Returning Officer 
with regard to the conscription vote in 
New South Wales, some report should 
_ also be called for in connexion with that 


~ [16 ‘Aveusr, 1917. ] 


-sent out a cablegram expressing his satis- 
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vote, and also in connexion with ea 
statements we heard to the effect that. 
some places polled a full vote, and 


others almost more than their strength, — 
that the anti-— 


I refuse to believe 
conscription vote in New South Wales 


was not faked there in some other wage 
ae 


The Nationalists polled 410,000 votes. 
At the election on the 5th May, the anti- 
conscriptionists polled about 330,000 
votes. Yet we have these votes polled in an 
election in which greater interest was taken 


Ww 


a 


: 


than in any previous Federal election, d 


and we are asked to believe that 470,000 
legitimate votes were polled against con- 
scription in the Mother State. There 
were no scrutineers, I understand; there 
were no checks on the polling at many poll- 
ing places, and as one of the representatives 
of New South Wales, I would like a re- 
port to be obtained from the Returning 


Officer in this connexion, if a report is to — 


be made to the i ineactic: winks I trust that 


the Minister, if he does call for the re-~ 


port: asked for by Senator Ferricks, will — 
also request the Returning Officer to say 


something with regard to that enormous — 


‘“No’”’ vote which some of us do not 
think was legitimate. At all events, 
those people who voted ‘ Yes” in New| 
South Wales voted only once. 

‘Senator Lt.-Colonel O07 LOGHLIN — 
(South Australia) [8.51].—I am only in- 
tervening in this debate for the sake of 
accuracy. I have no doubt that the 
Minister will look into the statements — 
made by Senator Ferricks, for they cer-_ 
tainly call for an explanation. 


Freeman’s Journal is ‘a Sinn Fein organ 
is entirely in error. It is the organ Bee 
the Irish Constitutional party, which is 
supporting the Government of the coun- 
try, and a prominent member of which re- 


The state- : 
ment of Senator Pratten that the Dublin © 


- 


cently lost his life leading his men in : 


France: I refer to William Redmond. 


Senator Prarren.—What did he say 


about the present position ? | 
Senator Lt.-Colonel 0'LOGHLIN.— 
It seems to be the fashion just ieee ae 


attribute to the Sinn Feiners everything in 


the way of anti-war press comments from — 
os 


the Old Country. _ Even such a high authe 


rity as the Prime Minister, the Right Hon-- 
M. Hughes, only the other - 


orable W. 
day, made the extraordinary statement. in| 


another place that the Nation, a news-— 


paper which has been prohibited from 
being circulated in England, is the organ 
of the extreme party in Ireland. 
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well-informed. man should have known 
that until recently the Nation was one of 
the leading organs of the Liberal party in 
London, and is edited by H. W. Massing- 
ham, a noted literary man, and a very 
strong supporter of the Liberal policy for 
many years. It was only to put these 
two matters right that I intervened in the 
debate. 


Senator REID (Queensland) [8.53].—I 
do not propose to enter into a comparison 
of the figures which Senator Ferricks has 


quoted, but there is one phase of this 


matter which I should like to refer to, 
and which I trust the Government will 


_ take up. I cannot conceive for a minute 
_ that any officials would deliberately fake 
_ the votes given, either by the soldiers at 
_ the Front or by the people in Australia. 


_ the people. 


Tf, however, there is such an officer in the 


Commonwealth Service, he ought to be 
punished as the law will allow. These 
charges have been made here to-night, 
and made with a purpose. - 


Senator Ferricks.—My charge was in 
regard to the soldiers’ votes at the refer- 
endum., 


Senator REID.—I know that. But I 
am going into the charges which the hon- 
orable senator or some of his friends made 
in the same way, because the officials 
themselves are not in a position to de- 
fend themselves. In my opinion, the 
ballot should be looked upon as a sacred 
thing so far as it concerns the voice of 
The people should have an 
assurance that the voting is secret and 
unknown to any one unless a case is taken 
before the High Court. 


Senator NrepHam.—And your leader 


- to-day attempted to destroy the secrecy 
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of that ballot. 

Senator REID.—Whatever Mr. Hughes 
attempted to do, he did not succeed in 
doing anything. 

- Senator NerpHam.—But he tried to do 
it. 

Senator REID.—I am not concerned 
about what Mr. Hughes tried to do. 
What I am concerned about is that the 
people of Australia should have complete 
faith in their laws being carried out by 
their own officials. The wild charges 
which are made against electoral officers 
about faking votes, and so forth, should 
be put an end to. I trust that the Go- 
vernment will give the officers an oppor- 
tunity of going into a law Court to dis- 


prove the charges when they are made 
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‘harm is done. 


Adjournment. — 


outside and not under cover of parlia- a 


mentary privilege. 


Senator Mintzn,—It is Senator Fer- 4 
ricks who can give a chance to the offi- i 


cials. 


the faking is in another place, fare 
the House. 


Senator REID. — The charge Teen A 


Senator Ferricks.—The man who dial ” 


>» 


going to refer to was made in public, 


Senator Ferricks made his statements 


here, of course, under parliamentary pri- 


vilege, but similar statements were made 
at the declaration of the poll in North 


Brisbane by the present member for Bris- 
He said that the 


bane (Mr. Finlayson). 


figures were faked; that he had informa- _ 


tion to prove that they were faked, and 


that when he got- down to the House in 


Melbourne they would learn what he was 
going to do, and so forth. 
exactly the value of Mr. 
statements in Brisbane so far as 
value is put upon them. 
me, and what I think. concerns not only 


» the people of Brisbane, but the whole of — — 


the people of Australia, is that these 
charges will go forth to a certain class of 
persons whom Senator Ferricks knows, 
and that they are likely to stick. 


of the public, and so a great deal of 


am with him every time in desiring to 
maintain the purity of ,the ballot-box. _ 
But. I submit that it is wrong for kine 
or any other member of Parliament, 
to get up and make charges unless he has 
positive proof. By interjection to-night 

I asked him what proof he had of the 
fnae he was making against the offi- 
cials. 

Senator Ferrtcks.—I_ said ae 
about the officials. The votes were a 
cated from London. 


Senator REID.—The honorable senator | | 
ag 


fade: 

a 
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If the honorable senator or any © - 


implied that the votes were faked. 
put to him this question, ‘‘ What proof 
have you thaf the votes were faked ?’’ 
and he did not give me an answer. 
Senator Ferricxs.—I am waiting for 
the Minister to give an explanation. 
Senator REID.—I point out that acteae 
can only be faked by officials, or by officials - 
ee under the direction of somebody — 
else 
other member of Parliament has any proof — 


We know a 
Finlayson’s 
any of 
What concerns — 


He- 
plays upon the ignorance of a section — 
I do not care what — 


punishment Senator Ferricks would bring ~ 
about if we should ever fake a ballot. I 


ar, 


. 


that the figures were faked, oS bea : 


os ~ ~ 
_ bring it forward. If they have a case, 
_ Senator Ferricks is entitled to come here 
- and continue to ask questions until he- 
_ gets the Government or the officials cor- 
- nered. I do not object to that. 
Senator Frrricxs.—I am not after the 
officials. 
- Senator REID.—I am after the officials, 
' or the people who the honorable senator 
says faked the numbers. 
Senator Frrricxs.—I said that the 
Prime Minister faked them. 
Senator REID.—I hope that the Go- 
vernment will give Mr. Oldham, the Chief 
‘Electoral Officer, an opportunity to 
challenge Mr. Finlayson to come and 
~ prove his charges in a Court. 
Senator Neepaam.—He made the state- 
ment outgide-of Parliament. 
_ Senator REID.—I appeal to the Go- 
vernment to give Mr. Oldham a chance 
to prove his honesty in a Court. It is 
_ only fair to the officials that they should 
_ -get such an opportunity. Mr. Oldham 
' is hampered in his position by a member 
of Parliament hurling these charges about. 
It is not altogether on account of an offi- 
_ «ial that I feel so strongly about this 
matter. This statement is one of those 
dirty insinuating facts which are always 
coming from honorable senators on the 
other side to pollute the minds of the 
people. |. | 
Senator Ferricks.—It is a good thing 
that you call the statement a fact. 
Senator Mitten.—Is it not a fact? 
_ Senator REID.—The fact is that Sena- 
tor Ferricks and his friends are con- 
tinually making these insinuations against 
Government officials. In his address to- 
night, the honorable senator was directly. 
insinuating that the figures were faked. 
_ Senator Frrricks.—Yes, in the elec- 
tion. . 
Senator REID.—And I point out that 
similar charges were made in reference to 
_ the figures for the last election. I am 


t « 


_ concerned about preserving the good name 
_ of Australia and giving the people con- 
_ fidence in its laws and the officers who are 
appointed by Parliament to carry them 
out. I am anxious that the character of 
the officers shall be defended when it is 
attacked. [I sincerely ask the Govern- 
ment again to give Mr. Oldham a chance’ 

_ to challenge Mr. Finlayson and punish 
_ him for making false statements. I be- 
lieve that the statements are false. I do 
_ not think that there is an official in Aus- 
tralia who would interfere with the votes 
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of the people for the sake of any Govern- 
ment. That is why I wish to see all this 
“dirt slinging ’’ brought to an end. It 
has been going on long enough. I hope 
that the Government will inquire into the 
figures, give an answer to Mr. Finlayson, 


and afford Mr. Oldham an opportunity, of 


defending his-character and producing the — 


papers in Court, so that Mr. Finlayson 
may have to answer for the wild charges 


he has made, and his insinuations agains6 — 


the honesty of the officials. 


Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Vice-President of the Executive Council) 
[9.0].—In a sense I feel that the Senate 
ig under some obligation to Senator Fer- 
ricks for bringing up this matter to-night. 
Whilst we may feel thankful to him for 
doing so, I do not know that his action 
is going to raise him in the esteem either 
of the members of this Chamber or of the 
people outside. “ee 

Senator Ferrtcxs.—I will chance that. 

Senator 
senator commenced by saying that he had 
suspicions, and brought them here for the 
purpose of having them cleared up. But 


MILLEN. — The _ honorable ~ 


it was’not long before he declared that 


there had been deliberate fake in con- 
nexion with this matter. A man cannot 


claim that he has merely a suspicion when 


he makes a charge of that kind, and when, 
as Senator Ferricks did, he follows it up 
a little later by an interjection charging 
the Prime Minister of this country with 
being responsible for the fake. 

Senator Ferricks.—I think he was, 
too. 

Senator MILLEN.—The honorable 
senator assents to my statement as to 
what he said, and now repeats it. If an 
honorable senator feels that he is in @ 
position to make\a definite charge of 
that kind he should also be in a position 
to lay the facts upon the table of the 
Senate. He sits opposite secure under 
the privilege thrown over him for the pur- 
pose of discharging a publie duty, and 


makes a definite charge that the Prime — 


Minister of the country has been guilty 
of tampering with the votes of the elec- 
tors, or, to use his own terms, is respon- 
sible for faking the vote. 


as well as the country, will know what to 


The honorable senator asks for an in- 


quiry. What good would an inquiry be~ 


to him? If an angel from Heaven came 


Let the honor- 
able senator produce a scintilla of evidence — 
in support of that charge, and the Senate, — 


Ax f 
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down to witness in this matter Senator 
Ferricks would not believe him, because 
it does not suit-him for political and party 
reasons. Doubting Thomas was not in it 
with this honorable senator who asks for 
evidence. Statements have been made a 
dozen times about the figures to which 
the honorable senator has referred, and 
yet he continues to go around the coun- 
try professing to believe that those state- 
ments are incorrect, and that in spite of 
them the figures were faked. 


I ask honorable senators to consider for 
a moment ‘the flimsy nature of the so- 


called facts which Senator Ferricks ven- 
tured to present as being evidence in sup- 
_ port of his professed suspicions. He re- 


minded the Senate that there was a pro- 


Vision in the law which allowed the poll 


to be declared providing that not more 
than 2 per cent. of votes recorded were 
outstanding. In conformity with that 
provision the declaration of the poll was 


i made, and the votes then outstanding 


Be cs nie ee 
vaca’ . “ett 


being less than 2 per cent. of those re+ 


corded, and insufficient to affect the ver- 
dict, were counted later on and added to 
those already counted to make the totals 
finally gazetted: The honorable senator 
says that the proportion in which the votes 
counted later were given for ‘‘ No’’ was 
a very different proportion to that of the 
votes previously counted. 

Senator Frrricks.—There was an over- 
whelming difference. x 


Senator MILLEN.—That is true, and 
that is the reason why I think the honor- 
able senator is to be thanked for having 


brought this matter up. It enables me 


to say that in thé later votes counted there 


was a very large proportion of votes re- 


eorded under section 9 of the Compulsory 


Military Service Referendum Act. Those 


votes which were impounded were referred 


to special tribunals to have their validity 
tested before they were recorded. — 


Senator Frerricks.—Good old gag! 

Senator MIJLLEN.—They were the 
votes of persons of German descent, and 
there were 20,600 of them. Is it mar- 
vellous in the circumstances that the pro- 


- portion of ‘‘ No’’ votes as against “‘ Yes ”’ 


votes amongst them was 100 to 1?! Not 
at all. Senator Ferricks has conferred a 


benefit upon the public life of this coun- 
- try when he affords us an opportunity of 
this kind to show what became of those 


20,000 odd German votes: 
_- Senator Frrricxs.—Good old gag! 


Senator ” MILLEN. — The “Hons “& 
senator says that this is a good old gag, 
which is proof that he is not seeking in- 
formation and has not brought this mat- 
ter up hoping that his fears and suspicions ae ' 
may be swept on one side. It is, on the ~ 
contrary, a clear admission on his parv _ 
that, no matter what evidence to the con- 
trary is furnished, the honorable senator 
is prepared to wilfully follow the course 
he has followed to-night and go trailing - ‘ 
these reckless sain int throughout the, se 
country. fu 


Let me give figtires to show how the sec- 
tion 9 votes were recorded. The honorable 
senator was condescending enough to say _ 
that there was not much exception to be 
taken to the way in which the votes were 
dealt with in New South Wales and in 
Victoria, but the reason why there wasno 
very great discrepancy in regard to the 
proportion of ‘‘ No” and ‘‘ Yes’”’ votes — 
for New South Wales and Victoria is that — 5 
in those States the section 9 votes: were ~_ 
comparatively small in number. In New 
South Wales they numbered 2,917, so 
small a number that even Senator Fer- ¥ 
ricks was not able to discover any con-— 2 
siderable discrepancy in connexion with 3 
those votes recorded after the poll had 
been declared. In Victoria the section Jie 
votes numbered 2,289, again an insignifi- 

_eant total. But when the honorable sena- 1 
tor turned to Queensland he was able to _ 
say that there was something like a seven — 
to one majority in favour of ‘‘No.’’ Dis-— 

carding odd numbers, there were 7,000 | 
for. ‘‘ No,’’ and something over 1, 000. for. 
‘“Yes.’’ But the explanation is to be 
found in the fact that in Queensland 
there were 8,770 section 9 votes. Sena- — 
tor Ferricks has found satisfaction ae: 
in that vote of seven to one in 
favour of - ‘‘No’’ ~ in Queensland,  ~ 
and the figures show that it was 
due to the votes impounded under section 
9 of the Act recorded by persons who were 
not friends of the British Empire, and 
who supported, for that: reason, the view 
of conscription taken by honorabl . sena- 
tors opposite. ae. 

Senator FERRICKS. —They put the hon- ae 
orable senator’s party into power. eS 

Senator NespHam.—Mr. Glynn invited on 
the German votes in South Australia. _ = 

Senator MILLEN.—TIf he did, he did oa 
not, get them. If we turn to South Aus-— 
tralia, we find there another instance o 
the ‘‘No’’ vote strongly in evidence. 
do not. remember, the Peet Agures, 
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honorable senators will remember that of 
_ the votes counted after the declaration 
of the ll there was a_ considerable 
_ majority recorded for ‘‘ No.’’ Buti there, 
- again, wé find that 6,924 votes were im- 
_ pounded under section 9 of the Act. I 
_ again ask honorable: senators whether 
7 there is any cause for surprise in the 


_ mind of any healthy man that) a majority . 


_ of the impounded votes should be found 

_ to haye been recorded for ‘‘No’’ at the 

_ referendum. It was justi what was to be 
expected. 

Senator FERRicks.—We did not appeal 
to Germans to vote “‘No.’’ Senator 

_ Guthrie did appeal for their votes, and 
in. the German language. 
- Senator Gururiz.—He did nothing of 
- the sort. Z 
| Senator Frrricks.—The honorable 
- senator’s advertisement appeared in the 
— Daily Herald. 
_ Senator MILLEN.—I think that the 
atiitude adopted by Senator Ferricks dur- 
_ ing my short remarks is a sufficient. justi- 
fication for the statement I made a little 
_ while ago, when I said that he was not 
out for information or seeking to allay 
_ his suspicions. 

I turn now to the statements the 
honorable senator made regarding the 
votes recorded by soldiers at the 

_ Front at the recent election. The hon- 
 -orable senator, true to his instincts of 
an obviously and incurably suspicious 


- mind, found some signs of dark deeds in. 


the announcement that Mr. Oldham had 
_ cabled to Brigadier-General Anderson, 
_ directing attention to the fact that there 
_ were certain closely-contested seats, and 
_ calling upon him to expedite the despatch 
2 of the figures in relation to those seats. 
_ For the life of me, 1 cannot see anything 
in that but the action of a zealous official 
anxious to do his duty, There were cer- 
_ tain seats trembling in the balance, and 
what happened then happened upon many 
 oceasions before. 
Beast Ferricks.—Why was Briga- 
_ dier-General Anderson told the seats that 
_ were trembling in the balance? 
Senator MILLEN.—In order that the 
_ votes recorded abroad, having been allo- 
cated to their respective districts, the 
oflicials might concentrate their counting 
_ strength on the seats that were still in 
doubt. , 
Z Senator Ferricks.—After the alloca- 
_ tion, the counting was a relatively small 
_ matter, according to an official statement, 
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to-night. 
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and could have been completed in twenty- 
four hours. 

Senator MILLEN.—In answer to that, 
I have only to refer the honorable senator 
to the statement of the scrutineer of his 
own party, Sergeant McGrath. om 

Senator 
that; it was Mr. Oldham who said it. 


Senator MILLEN.—Every one knows ~ 
that these votes came out in batches, and — 
it was not possible to count them all in — 
The duties of 


the space of a few hours. 


Frerricks.—I did not say os 


the officers at Home, having obtained the — 


voties, was to allot them in parcels to their 


respective districts; and seeing that the” 


counting was not completed, what the 
Chief Electoral Officer did, I am sure, 
met with the approval of every elector 
in Australia. He asked for despatch in 
sending out the record of the votes which 
might determine the result. in _ districts 
where the seats were in doubt. That was 
a very natural thing for him to do. 

I direct the attention of honorable sena- 


tors, as showing the bent of Senator 


Ferricks’ mind, to the fact that when he 
mentioned that Brigadier-General Ander- 


son was called upon to expédite matters, 


he added, ‘‘ And hedidit.’’ Every honor- 
able senator present knows the simister way 
in which that was said. 
plain print mean nothing in particular; 
but I am satisfied that every honorable 
senator who marked the way in which 
they were uttered knows that they were 
intended as an imputation against the 
honesty of Brigadier-General Anderson. 
He is one of the officials whose integrity 
has been impugned by Senator Ferricks 
But what evidence had Senator 
Ferricks for his imputations other than 
that of his own poisoned mind? He 
quotes from the Freeman’s Journal and 
that reputable national journal, the Mel- 
bourne Socialist, to show that they have 
published certain figures which he accepts 
in spite of the contradiction of the officials 
and of the Government of this country. 
The honorable senator says that he pre- 


The words in | 


fers to accept the statements published in ~ 


these newspapers. Where they got their 
information from 
does not know, and does not care. It is 


sufficient for him that he can take a news- 


paper cutting, to produce when he goes — 
upon the platform as the basis for what — 


he pleases to regard as his arguments. 
Senator Frrricxs.—The honorable 

senator has not explained the 100 to 1 

majority yet. : 


the honorable senator 


fact that the disproportion 
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Senator MILLEN.—I am _ perfectly 
certain that I could never explain any- 
thing to the satisfaction of a man who 
would make the reckless charges that 
Senator Ferricks has made to-night. I 
should think that he would want no further 
evidence than that disclosed by the fact 
that the preponderance of ‘‘ No’’ votes 


‘was accounted for by the votes thati were © 
impounded because of the nationality of 


those who recorded them. 

Senator Ferricks.—We did not ask 
for the German vote in the German 
language. 

Senator GutTuriz.—I did nothing of 
the sort. JI made it absolutely clear that 
I did not want the German vote. 

Senator MILLEN.—I do not care who 


wanted the German vote; I know who got 
ay. 


Senator Frrricxs. — The honorable 
senator's friends appealed for it. 

Senator GutTuHriz.—They did not. 

Senator MILLEN.—When you know 
that there is a parcel of votes put on one 
side under section 9 of the Act, when you 
know that there are over 20,000 of 
them, and that 75 per cent. of them are 


~ recorded in one way, it does not violate 


the secrecy of the ballot, in the sense_of 
knowledge of the way in which indivi- 


- duals voted, if you say that ‘‘ No ”’ votes 


were represented by the votes of German 
groups in vast majorities. 
to argue with a man who overlooks the 
of ce No 9? 
votes, which were those in dispute after 
the declaration of the poll, is accounted 


for by the votes recorded under section 


9 of the Act. 


Senator FERRICKS. —Not at all.. The 


trouble is that those were not the votes in 


dispute. 

Senator MILLEN.—If those were not 
the votes, where are the votes impounded 
under section 9 of the Act? 

Senator Frerricxs. — They 
counted before. 

-Senator MILLEN. — They could not 
have been counted before, because they 
were impounded and sent to special tri- 
bunals to test their validity. They were 
the last votes counted. : 

I want to get back to the evidence 
which Senator Ferricks brings forward to 
justify his statement that at the referen- 
dum the soldiers voted ‘‘No’’ rather 
than ‘‘ Yes’’ on the question of conscrip- 
He has furnished us with a state- 
ment published in the /reeman’s Journal 
and the Melbourne Socialist. 


were 
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~It is useless . 


rigid dl 
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Cee 2 
Senator Ferricks,—And the Glasgow 4 


Weekly Herald. 


Senator MILLEN.—Which was ger. a 
enough to say that it quoted from the : 


Freeman’s Journal. 


Senator Frrricks.—And the Manches- a 


ter Guardian, 
Senator MILLEN.—I heard Senator 
Needham suggest that, but I doubt whe- 
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ther the honorable senator will find it 3 in ie 


the Manchéster Guardian. 
Senator NEEpDHAM.—It is there. 


Senator MILLEN.—Then I venture to q 


say that the Manchester Guardian does — 


not accept responsibility for it, and ac- ~ 
knowledges it as coming from ‘the Free- us 
That is not the news- 


man’s Journal. 
paper from which we might expect to get 
this information when there were avail- 


able a number of enterprising daily news- ag 


papers which could get the information 
beforehand. 


Senator Frerricks. —It would ap Suib.! 3 


their book. 


Senator MILLEN.—It was left to a. 
newspaper published in Ireland to dis-_ 
cover these figures, and to publish them 
at the psychological moment. It did not 
suit the book of Freeman’s Journal or 
any other anti-conscription journal to 
publish those figures except at that 
moment, or to publish them for any 
other purpose than that for which Sena- 
tor Ferricks has used them in this coun- 
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try, and that was to mislead the people ~ 
here as to the true attitude of the sol- — 


diers on the question of 
Against Freeman’s Journal we 
the statement of the Government, to 
which Senator Ferricks will attach very 
little importance. 


Senator Frerricks. — Considering the : 


source from which it comes. 


conscription. 
have» — 


Senator MILLEN.—We have: slic thea 


statement of our electoral officials in this — 
country and in England, and, lastly, we 
have the statement of Sergeant McGrath. 
If there is any imputation against Mr. 


Oldham it is equally strong against Ser- ~ 
Ferricks — a 


geant McGrath, and Senator 
cannot make a charge in this connexion 
against Brigadier General Anderson with-— 
out bracketing with him Sergeant — 
McGrath, who was the scrutineer of the 
party to which he belonged. 

Senator FrErricks.—What had he to 
do with the allocation of votes? 


i 


Senator MILLEN.—He was supervis- 48 


ing the whole scrutiny, and if Senator 


sien sek accusation means pee he is : 
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Bureau of 


“charging Sergeant McGrath with being 


either a fool or a rogue, one or the other. 


There is just one other matter with which 
I desire to deal. The honorable senator 
said the figures had been faked. I do 
not know, but the honorable senator is 
speaking for himself. I want to tell him 


however, that if I started faking votes at 


any time, I ‘would fake them so that his 
side would not’ win one seat: by thirteen 
or fifteen votes, as Mr. Finlayson did, 
and secure the Macquarie seat by eleven 
votes. The honorable gentleman charged 
us with faking. But does he not credit 
-us with the capacity of doing things pro- 
perly? I tell him this, that if ever the 
Government does start faking votes, 
which it is not likely to do, it will not 
stop at a paltry eleven votes to win a seat. 


I ean assure the honorable senator in all 


solemnity that the thing will be done pro- 
perly. But, of course, the honorable sena- 


tor Sesalt. does not fatiaue his own accu- 


_ sation about this faking of votes. 
Senator Ferricks.—Yes, I do. 
Senator MILLEN.—The accusation 

does not carry conviction even to a man 

Tike Senator Ferricks himself, bluff this 


_ thing through though he may, 


¥? 
; 


_ Question resolved in the affirmative. 
Senate adjourned at 9.18 p.m. 


- —— 


Wouse of Representatihbes. 


Thursday, 16 August, 1917. 


The Speaker (Hon. W. Elliot John- 
son) took the chair at 2.30 p.m., and read 
Eerayers. 


~ PATROL BOAT, SYDNEY HARBOR. 


4 


Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—.In reply to a 
_ question asked by the honorable member 
' for Calare last week, I wish to state that 
the amount paid for the services rendered 
by motor launches for patrol work in 
Sydney Harbor was in 1914-15, £3,943; 
in 1915-16. £3,105; and in 1916-17, 
£1,896. 


- BUREAU OF NATIONAL SERVICE. 


Mr. BOYD.—Will the Prime Minister 
state what steps he is taking for the es- 
_ tablishment of a bureau to get over the 
_ shipping difficulty # 
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Mr. HUGHES.—I have this morning 
appointed Mr. Haldane, of the Postal 
Department, to be Director-General of a 
National Service Bureau. An office has 
been taken and a staff is being formed to 
carry on the work of the bureau. Mr. 
Whitehead, of the Victorian Public Ser- 
vice, has been appointed Director for this 
State, and J am expecting nominations 
for the position of Director for the States 
of New South Wales and Western Aus- 
tralia. 
of any kind exists. The bureau will 
commence operations, forthwith. 


TRADING WITH THE ENEMY. 


Mr. ANSTEY.—I wish to address a 
question to the Minister in charge of Ex- 
ternal Affairs. Will you, Mr. Speaker, 
tell me who that is? 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. 
Johnson).—The question © is 
which, strictly speaking, 
dressed to the Speaker; but I under- 
stand that there has been a re-arrange- 
ment of the Ministerial offices, and that 
the work which was formerly done by the 
Department of External Affairs has been 
distributed between the Departments con- 
trolled by the Prime Minister and the 
Minister for Home and Territories. 


Mr, ANSTEY.—Then I address my 
question to whichever of those Ministers it 
may concern. I ask why the prohibition 
on trading in respect of Wehrenberg and 
Co. and about 200 other German firms in 
Japan, and against Beer, Sondheimer and 
Co., and about 200 other firms in the 
United States of America has been with- 
drawn. I refer to the Commonwealth 
Gazettes of June and July last. 


Mr, HUGHES.—I think that the ques- 
tion is one to which an answer has already 
been given, The prohibition relating to 
firnis doing business in Japan was with- 
drawn at the instance of the J apanese Go- 
vernment, which has itself imposed a pro- 
hibition on the trading of the firms men- — 
tioned, making our prohibition unneces- 
As to the prohibition affecting the 
United States of America, if the honor- 

able member will put a question on the | 
business-paper, I shall endeavour to give i. 
him an answer to it to-morrow. ie 


Mr. ANSTEY.—What. possible chic : 
tion can there be to the press of this — 
country publishing the statement that ap- _ 
peared in the Government Gazette to the 


W.. Elliot. 
not one 


In South Australia no dispute ‘7 


should be ad- _ 
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1142 Military Police at 
effect that the prohibition orders had been 
withdrawn against these German firms? ~— 
' Mr. HUGHES.—I do not know what 
objection there can be. Is the honorable 
member speaking of a prohibition that has 
been directed to the press? If so, I do 
not know anything of it. 

Mr. Anstey.—The prohibition is noti on 
the part of the censors, who are willing to 
allow the publication, but it came from a 
member of the Government. 

Mr. HUGHES.—I do not Leni any- 
thing of the matter. It may be that the 
journal with which the honorable member 
is connected proposed to utilize this matter 
for the purpose of reflecting on one of our 
_ Alles. Of course that could not be- per- 
“mitted. 

- +Mr. ANSTEY.—By way of personal ex- 
planation, I desire to say-that the Prime 


Minister wishes to ascribe to me a desire to 
reflect on one of our Allies. 


That. stiate- 
ment is not correct. What I did wish to 
do was to make a reflection on the Govern- 
‘ment. : 


MILITARY POLICE AT 
PARLIAMENT HOUSE. 


Mr. POYNTON.—I ask the Prime 
Minister whether any military police were 


- abt Parliament House yesterday ? 


Mr. HUGHES.—In view of the state- 
ment of the honorable member for 
Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton), I made in- 
quiries on this subject from the Defence 
Departnient, and have been furnished 
with a report, in which it is stated that no 
military police were in the vicinity of Par- 
liament House yesterday. Therefore there 
was no truth in the statement made here. 


Mr. FENTON.—By way of personal 


explanation, I wish to say I asked the: 


Minister for the Navy whether the mili- 
tary police that were seen among the as- 
sembled crowd yesterday were there—— 

Mr. Boyp.—That is not the way in 
which the honorable member put the mat- 
ter. He said that military .police were 
there. _ 

Mr. FENTON.—Whenever I rise, Iam 
‘subjected to unruly interruptions by the 
honorable member. 

Mr, Boyvp.—I want the honorable mem- 
ber to be accurate. 

Mr. FENTON.—The honorable mem- 
ber is not my censor. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elfiot 
_ Johnson).—The honorable member for 
Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton) has asked to 
_ be allowed to state his question in silence. 


“{REPRESENTATIVES.] Pabiamene) vie be 


explanation, I wish to say that this is ee 


had given instructions for military 


sented :— 
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When an Honbrais member ey re-" 3 
quest of that kind, it is the especial buted 
of the Chair to see that he is heard saiheaa 
out interruption. 

Mr. FENTON.—Seeing “that — there} | 
were military police in the crowd outside — 
Parliament House ‘yesterday, I was 
anxious to know whether they were there 3 
under instructions from the Defence De- — 
partment, and, during the course of the © 
reply of the Minister for the Navy, I said 
that they may have been merely sights * 
seeing. J think that it was a perfectly — 
reasonable question to put, because it is 
generally understood that military police ~~ 
are merely to look after their own class, 
and when I saw them among a crowd of 
civilians I was anxious to know whether 
they were there under instructions or not. 


Mr. HUGHES.—By way of personal : 


matter to which I attach considerable im- — 
portance, and when I. heard the statement © 
of the honorable member I ‘hmadiatelee 
saw the Minister for Defence, and asked — . 
him whether -he, or any of his officers, 
police 
to be in attendance. He said that he had _ 
given no such instructions, but that he 
would inquire whether any had been  — 
given. The report that I have referred to 


result of that inquiry. The Government 
would view with the greatest possible dis- — 
favour the introduction of military polics oe 
into what is a purely civil matter, in .re-~ 
gard to sek there would be no excuse — 
whatever for. the introduction of the mili- 4 
tary. That is the attitude and the poner nak 


ea 
is that which has been furnished as the a 
2 


of the Government. Z a, 
: PAPERS. . oe 
The following papers were — pre- ee 


Customs Act—Proclamation prohibiting Ex- Jam 
portation (except under certain condi- — 
tions) of Sulphate of Ammonia (dated “* 
10th August, 1917). a? 

Post and Telegraph Act — Regulations. 
Amended—Statutory Rules 1917, me 
148,152, 153, 154, 172, 175, 176. Se 

Unlawful Associations Act--Resulutioaarae a. 
Statutory Rules 1917, No. 177. aye + 
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“in regard to traffic operations on the Kal- 
_ goorlie to Port Augusta railway? 
. Mr. WATT.—I have much pleasure In 
 Jaying the return on the table. 

Ordered to be printed. 


beni 3 AMERICAN FRUIT. 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—Has the Prime 
Minister received a petition from Sydney 
fruit merchants requesting a modification 
of the embargo on American apples and 
other fruit; and, if so, does he propose to 
grant the request put forward? | 
jis Mr. HUGHES.—I have not received 
any such petition. I have many times 
stated the position of the Government in 
regard to this matter. The poliey of 
- the Government, and, I’ understand, of 
- Parliament, is to encourage Australian 


industries and the consumption of Aus-. 


tralian products. The question of allow- 
~ ing importations of fruit will not be con- 
sidered until it is found impossible to 
give effect to that policy. The fruit- 
growers of this country have been con- 
‘sulted in reference to the matter covered 
.by the honorable member’s question, but 
they have not advised any relaxation of 
the restriction on importations, except 
possibly during December and January; 
and the Government are now considering 
to what extent, if any, the embargo may 
‘be relaxed during those months, 


PUBLIC WORKS AND PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTS COMMITTEES. 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—Last 
~ week, the Prime Minister said that the 
_ Government would give consideration to 
the matter of appointing the Committee 
of Public Accounts and the Committee of 
Public Works. Has any step been taken 
in regard to the matter? 
Mr. HUGHES.—Owing to the pres- 
‘sure of important matters, the Govern- 
ment have not been able to proceed fur- 
_ ther in the matter referred to. I hope, 
however, that the Cabinet will be able to 
_ direct attention to it shortly. 
| Mr. TUDOR.—Wiii 1t not be necessary 
to amend the Public Works Committee 
Act and the Committee of Public Ac- 
~ eounts Act before these committees can 
be appointed, because both measures state 
that the committees must be appointed at 
_ the commencement of the first session of 
each Parliament, and this is not the first 
session of this Parliament? 
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Mr. HUGHES.—Speaking as a consti- 
tutional lawyer, I have to admit that the 


honorable member is perfectly correct. I _ 
ean seé very plainly that he has been 


using his leisure for a purpose which is 


very far from frivolous, and I commend © 


him for it. 


ZINC PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION. © 
Mr. GREGORY.—I would like to 


ask the Prime Minister whether there 


are any regulations gazetted under any — 
Commonwealth Act specifying and defin- — 


ing the scope, power, and control of an 
association known as the Zine Producers 
Association ? 4 

Mr. HUGHES.—I do not know 
whether there are any regulations under 
any Act relating to this association. If 
the honorable member will give notice of 


this question, I ean furnish a detailed. 


reply to-morrow. fs 
DEPORTATION OF 
UNDESIRABLES. 


Mr. GREGORY.—wWill the Prime 
Minister consider the advisability of issu- 
ing a regulation, under the War Precau- 
tions Act, enabling him to deport un- 
desirables ? | 


Mr. HUGHES.—I do not know. If 


we commence deportation, it appears to 
me that the result will be that whoever 
happens to be in the majority will deport 
all those on the other side of the House, 


and that those who have the first oppor- 


tunity of so acting will hold office for 
ever. 


INDUSTRIAL CRISIS. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—Is it the inten- 


tion of the Government to take any steps” 


towards bringing about a conference be- 
tween those who are primarily engaged in 
the existing industrial disturbances in 
New South Wales—the Commissioners of 
Railways, on the one hand, and the rail- 
way and tramway employees on the other 


hand—with a view to bringing the trouble 
a" 


to an end? : co SS 


on 


Mr. HUGHES.—No. 


Mr. FOWLER.—In view of the possi- — 
bility of the present industrial troubles — 
completely isolating Western Australia — 


from the other parts of the Common- 
wealth, with very serious results in regard 
to food supplies, will the Minister for the 
Navy take precautions to 


nah 


maintain — 


3 Py Aye ae ae ve 
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pete Shares of CREP R ME NNTATIV ER. 


communication with Western Australia public. trustee until after the in of. ns 
by sea, at any rate, until the transconti- war; if not, what is to be done with them? 
nental railway is completed ? Mr. HUGHES.—To the best OF. my 

Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—I do not quite knowledge, I gave the public trustee orders — 
know what powers I have in the direction {0 sell all shares of enemy companies — 
suggested by the honorable member, — some three or four months ago. Yes: 

Mr. Fowier.—You have at your dis- terday when I was asked a question in re- 
posal naval forces which might man obs ference to these shares I learned that they 4 
ships. had not been sold, but the public trustee — 


Mr. JOSEPH COOK.—I suggest ree TRA informed i the Solicitor-General, from | 
honorable member that he should address Whom I obtained my information, that ae 3 
his question to the Prime Minister, J ™atter of dealing with some thousands of — 


believe that the Shipping Board is now C™e™Y shares involves a good deal of de- — 
controlled by Senator Russell. 


I should. tail work. However, he has completed — | 
like to say in a general way, however, that his arrangements, and he proposes to sell — * 
the Navy Department is taking steps to the shares as soon as possible. That A 
see that the transports leave at their ap- applies to the shares mentioned by the 
pointed time with their appointed freights honorable member as well as others. 
By freights I mean cargo as well as men. | 


nee ee 


; _. Whatever resources are at the disposal of BONUSES FOR INDUSTRIES. “ 
_. the Navy Department will be exercised to Mr. FENTON.—As the system of — 
the full in order to attain that object, ; bonuses has. been helpful in stimulating iy! 


Mr. BRENNAN.—In view of the noti- some of the industries of the Common- ~ 
fication in the press and elsewhere that the wealth, is it the intention of the Minister — 
Government propose tio employ the Navy, for Trade and Customs to continue that 
so far as it can be employed, to overcome system, especially in regard to industries — 

_ the difficulties arising through the strikes, that are struggling to keep their heads, — 
does the Minister for the Navy propose above water in competition with the pro-— mp 
that those persons in the Navy who de- ducts of cheap labour countries? oe 
cline to assist in strike-breaking in any Mr. JENSEN.—Cabineti has now under a 
way shall be put on trial under the naval consideration the question of bounties and i, 
and military laws? bonuses for Australian industries. i. 

: Mr, JOSEPH COOK.—It is quite un- ie 
usual to answer questions founded on IMPORTATION OF LUXURIES. _ 


hypothetical circumstances, S 
| Mr. MATHEWS.—In connexion with Mr. KELLY.—Some time ago 1 re- 


~ the arrest of Miss Adela Pankhurst yes- ie ee Se Menae a ee ‘o 2 
_ terday the newspaper reports imply that the importation of luxuries. I made — 
» many more arrests are to follow. I ask oo oral inquiries of Mr, Mauger, one of | 
__ the Prime Minister to assure me that there’ Which was in reference to the quantities, — a 
will be plenty of blankets available in the |); merely the prices, of goods imported. 
gaol when I am collared. I have received no reply or cokers 
_ Mr. HUGHES.—As parliamentary re- ment of my communication, and I should 
ie presentative of the Castlemaine Woollen like to ask the Minister for Trade and — 
_ Mills, which produce blankets, I shall cer- Gustoms whether he can see his way to | 


_ tainly see that an order is placed with that provide the Ho ith that information, — 
_ establishment so that when the honorable Tha MRcae Tp eigea the same cir ; 


member’s time for imprisonment comes, oylar? 


__ he will have plenty of covering. ) Ar. JENSEN The “Greulan wos seme 
Bait to me, and: I wish to state emphatically — 
; 3 SHARES OF ENEMY COMPANIES. that the facts were not placed before the “ 
. Mr. ANSTEY.—In the Government public in their true light. It mentioned ~ 
_ Gazette recently appeared a notice that a merely the value of importations, and not — 
_ number of shares were to be put into the the quantity of goods entering Australia. 
_ hands of the public trustee on behalf of I know for a positive fact that many im- 
_ Der Deutsche Bank, Der Dresdner Bank, ported articles have risen in price fro 
_ and Der Disconto Gesellschaft. Are those 20 per cent. to 70 per cent., and that v 
tine shares to remain in the hands of the few articles are now imported ba ii ‘do 


Pi Pes , 


Australian 


not show an increase of at least| 20 per 
cent, over the purchase value in 1915. 
Therefore, figures as to the value of im- 
portations are not a true criterion of 
the quantity of goods imported. I can 
assure honorable members that there has 
been an enormous falling-off in the quan- 
tities imported. 

Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable member 
for Wentworth asked the Minister to sup- 
ply the particulars in regard to quantities 
that are omitted from the circular. Is it 
possible to supply those figures until six 
or eight months after the close of the 
year? 

Mr. JENSEN.—It is impossible to give 
a detailed statement of goods imported ati 

=this time of the year. 


STOCKHOLM CONFERENCE. 
REPRESENTATION OF AUSTRALIAN VIEWS. 
Mr. BRENNAN.—Since the Prime 


Minister, uninvited, made representations 
to the Imperial Government in regard to 
Labour representation at the Stockholm 
Conference, will he see that the censor- 
ship in this country is so far relaxed as 
to enable organized Labour in Australia 
to make representations as to its desires 
in connexion with that matter? 
Mr. HUGHES.—I shall consider the 


question. 


AUSTRALIAN WHISKY. 


Dr. MALONEY.—TI desire to ask the 
Minister for Trade and Customs whether 
it has been brought under his notice that 
Australian-manufactured whisky, which 
has a certain amount of protection from 
the Excise duty, is being blended with 
imported spirits and sold in bottles with 
labels purporting that it is imported 
whisky ? 

Mr. JENSEN.—The matter has been 
brought under my notice. In view of the 
fact that manufacturers of Australian 
whisky enjoy a good protection under the 
Tariff—the Excise being less than the im- 
port duty—and also the double protection 
afforded by reason of the enormous freight 
costs on imported spirits, I think that 
they would be well advised if they recog- 
nised that their products should be sold 
as being of Australian manufacture. Aus- 
tralian spirits, once the Excise duty has 
been collected, are released from any fur- 

ther control so far as the Commonwealth 
is concerned. It is a matter for the State 
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authorities to see that whisky and other 
spirits made in Australia are sold as such. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—Arising out of 
the answer which the Minister for Trade 
and Customs gave to a question in regard 
to the prohibition or protection 

Mr. SPEAKER . (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson).—Order! I would remind the 


honorable member that it is not in order 


to address to Ministers questions arising 
out of answers previously given by them ~ 
to questions on the same subject. This 
practice, if permitted, would give rise to 
an irregular debate. 


PACIFISTS AND PEERS. 
Mr. KELLY.—I desire to ask the 


Prime Minister whether he is aware that 
the pacifist influences in this country 
have recently circulated amongst members 
the speeches of three aged peers who, for 
some considerable time, have retired from 
their political inactivities, and whether he 
will make inquiries as to whether there 
is any close connexion between those 
peers, with their somewhat vague state- 
ments, and those bodies in our midst who 
appear to be against every form of war 
except industrial warfare? 


Mr. HUGHES.—I am not to be re- 
garded, even on my worst days, as a peri- 
patetic Burke’s Peerage. My knowledge 
of the male peerage, at all events, is very 
small. I shall make inquiries as to the - 
alleged connexion, illicit or otherwise, be- 
tween the parties named. Nothing would 
surprise me in regard to what they have 
been doing. Neither age nor experience 
seems to affect either one of them. If I 
can discover anything tangible I shall be 
glad. / 


Mr. BRENNAN.—I desire to ask the 
Prime Minister if, in the interests of a 
better appreciation of the true position 
in this country generally, he will be good 
enough, when looking up the names of the 
distinguished gentlemen associated with 
pacifists in the Old Country, to acquaint 
the honorable member for Wentworth 
(Mr. Kelly) 

Mr. SPEAKER.—I regret to have to 
interrupt the honorable member, but he 
is now distinctly asking a question arising 
out of an answer given, a few moments 
ago, by the Prime Minister, to a question 
put to him by the honorable member for 
Wentworth (Mr. Kelly). 
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Mr. BRENNAN.—Not at all, sir. I 
think the honorable member for Went- 
worth must have been well aware that I 


contemplated asking this question, and 
that he rather anticipated me. “fe 
Mr. SPEAKER.—If the question 


which the honorable member desires’ to 
ask does not arise out of an answer given 
by the Prime Minister to a question relat- 
ing to the same subject he will be in order 


‘ in putting it, but not otherwise. 


Mr. BRENNAN.—The question that I 
desire to put to the Prime Minister arises 
entirely from the honorable member for 
Wentworth’s well-known general want. of 
knowledge of this subject, and has no 
necessary reference to his special ex- 
hibition of want “of knowledge a few 
moments ago. I wish to know in these 
circumstances whether the Prime Minis- 
ter would be gracious enough to acquaint 
the honorable member with the fact that 
one of these distinguished peers is an ex- 
Governor of Victoria, and another 

Mr. SPEAKER R.—Order! The honor- 
able member is not in order in putting 
such a question. It is a well-known prin- 
ciple that questions shall be put to elicit 
information, but the honorable member 
is now endeavouring to impart informa- 
tion instead of seeking it. 


Mr. Brennan.—On the point of order, 
sir, I shall content myself with the 


statement that I shall be very pleased to 
give the honorable member for Went- 


worth. in private the information he so 
sadly lacks. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order ! 
attention of the House to the fact that 
an attempt is now being made to utilize 
in an irregular way the time set apart for 


notices of motion and questions. That 
cannot be permitted. egitimate ques- 
tions may be put.to Ministers, but I 


cannot allow the time of the House to be 
taken up in the putting of questions that 
are quite irregular. 


Mr. KELLY.—By way of personal ex- 
planation, sir, I wish to point out that 
the honorable member for Batman (Mr. 
Brennan) suggested that [I had de- 
liberately anticipated a question he pro- 
posed to put. IJ had not the slightest: idea 
that he proposed to ask a question on this 
subject, or that he regards himself as an 
authority on the Peerage; but I can 


_ assure you, sir, ot it was with no netics 


~~ 


[REPRESENTATIVES] 


I call the- 


- and Peers. VES a Ra 
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that I trespassed upon his particular 
domain. | ; 


POST AND TELEGRAPH 
DEPARTMENT: AWARDS. 


Mr. BRENNAN.—In the absence of — 
the Postmaster-General, who, I under- 
stand, is ill, I desire to ask the Prime Min- 
ister if it is a fact that the Government — 
have in contemplation a regulation—or — 
have passed a regulation—which will have — 
the effect of giving to other than members 
of organizations the benefits of awards — 
made under the Public Service Arbitra- 
tion Act? i 


Mr. HUGHES.—As locum tenens for — 
the Postmaster-General, I am unable to 
pump up an effective answer to the hon- — 
orable member. I do not even know what — 
is the point to which the honorable mém- — 
ber refers. I can only say that it has — 
no relation to his former ‘question. ae 


ak i ae Ps) 


“DISTURBANCE AT RECRUITING 


MEETING. Pe 
Mr. PIGOTT.—Has oe Pam Min- w 


ister noticed from to-day’s newspapers — 


_ that a wilful and wicked attack was last 


night made by pacifists, In a most mili- = 
tant manner, on ladies assembled 


Mr. Brennan.—I rise to a point of — 
order. The honorable member is now en- — 
deavouring to do precisely what you, sir, — 
in your wisdom, prevented me from eel 2 
just now. an 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot ee 
Johnson).—When the honorable member — 
for Batman rose, I was about to call the — 
attention of the honorable member for 
Calare to the fact that he was doing what — 
the honorable member for Batman had 
been forbidden to do. a 


Mr’ PIGOPT = Has the Pee Min 
ister noticed from the press reports that 4 
a wilful and wicked attack was made— 


Mr, SPEAKER—Order! The ong ¥ 
able member cannot ask a question of that a 
kind. Under cover of asking a question, : 
the honorable member is making certain 
statements, and expressing. an opinion 
about the actions of people outside. 
Strictly speaking, questions are not in 
order which are based on paragraphs ap- 
pearing in a newspaper, unless the mem- 
ber makes amas, responsible for their 
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New Works: 


= accuracy; and the honorable member dis- 
a tinctly stated that his question had refer- 


‘ence to something which had appeared in 
a press report. 


Mr. PIGOTT.—Is the Prime Minister — 


aware that an attack was made on ladies, 

who were holding a recruiting meeting in 

— Queen-street, by pacifists who as 
~ sembled——— 

Mr, Ansrey.—I rise to a point of 
order. My point is that these people were 
not pacifists. . 

Mr. SPEAKER.—I remind the honor- 
able member that it is distinctly not in 
conformity with the dignity of the House 
‘to raise points of order of a frivolous 
_ character. 

Mr. PIGOTT.—Will the Prime Min- 
ister see that some protection is given to 
those ladies who, assembled at a recruit- 

ing meeting, are alleged to have been at- 


tacked by members of the Pacifists Asso-. 


ciation ? 
Mr. HUGHES.—As a humble and 
very abject belligerent in this great con- 
test, I can quite appreciate the feeling of 
the lady friends of the honorable member 
who are confronted by these very deter- 
mined pacifists, and I shall do what I 
can to protect them. Perhaps the honor- 
able member will let me have further par- 
~tieulars, so that, in my anxiety to do 
good, I may not protect the wrong ladies. 


NEW WORKS: ESTIMATED COST, 


Mr. GREGORY asked the Treasurer, 
upon notice— 
1. Has he noted a recent recommendation 
- made by the Committee of Public Accounts 
_ that when the estimates of New Works are 
- submitted to Parliament,they should show the 
- estimated cost.of such work when completed? 
+ 2. Will the Treasurer publish the estimated 
completed cost of the various important works 
for which provision is being made on this 
year’s Estimates? ; 


Sir JOHN FORREST.—The answers 
to the honorable member’s questions are 
as follow :— 

1, Yes. 

2. The total amount required to complete all 
works included in the Estimates is already 
shown in each case, except in the following 
instances :— 

(a) Sydney General Post Office, new pub- 
* lie hall, and other alterations— 
a Amount provided, £16,000. 
. The total estimated cost is £18,000. 


a 
a 
q 

5 _(b) Brisbane Parcels Post Building: An 
3 amount of £250 was provided in the 
be Estimates in order to meet certain 
Dy preliminary expenses. As the pro- 


[16 Aveusr, 1917.] 


Estimated Cost. 1147 


: 


ject has fallen through the provision 
will not now be required. 
(c) Adelaide General Post Office— 
Amount provided, £2,500. 
The total estimated cost, accord- 
ing to latest advices, is about 
£79,000. 


I regret this was not shown in the Hsti- . 


mates. It was inadvertently omitted. 
(d) General Arsenal Works and Build- 
ings— 


Amount provided, £150,000. 
The total estimated cost is £930,000. 


This should have been shown in KEsti- 


mates, but was inadvertently omitted. 


COMMONWEALTH STEAMERS. 
Mr. HIGGS asked the Treasurer, wpon 


notice— 

1. Has he or any of the officers of his De- 
partment any official information concerning 
the details of expenditure in connexion with 
the purchase, maintenance, and cost of working 
the Commonwealth line of steam-ships; if so, 
where are the said details shown in the Hsti- 
mates of Receipts and Expenditure for the 


year ending 30th June, 1918? 


2. What control or supervision has the Trea- 
surer over receipts and expenditure in con- 
nexion with the Commonwealth line of steam- 
ships ? 


Sir JOHN FORREST.—The answers 


to the honorable member’s questions are 


as follow :— 


1. Yes. The details are not yet available, | 
but it is hoped to be able to present them 
shortly. é 


2. The same control as is exercised by the 
Treasurer in relation to Trust Accounts. 


Mr. HIGGS asked the Prime Minis- 


ter, wpon notice— 


1. On what date does he propose to introduce. 


a Bill to legalize the expenditure of £2,068,000 
for the purchase of a Commonwealth line of 
steam-ships ? 

2. Is he aware that on the 14th December, 


-1916, the Minister for Trade and Customs, 


speaking for the Prime Minister, said, “A 
measure to deal with this matter will shortly 
be introduced.’ (See Hansard, 14th Decem- 
ber, 1916) ? 

Mr. HUGHES.—I refer the honorable 
member to the reply given to his previous 
question on the subject. 


SULPHATE OF AMMONIA: 
EXPORT. 


Mr. PIGOTT asked the Prime Minis- 
ter, wpon notice— 

Whether he will place an embargo on the 
export of sulphate of ammonia, and so protect 
the interests of agriculturists by conserving 
for them a necessary fertilizer? 


Mr. HUGHES.—A proclamation pro- 
hibiting the export of sulphate of am- 
monia without the consent, in writing, of 


Me ag: 
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the Minister for Trade and Gdstorie: was 
gazetted on the 10th instant. 


VALUATION OF LAND ‘BILL! 
Mr. PIGOTT asked the Prime Minis- 


ter, upon notice— 

1. Whether he proposes to follow the ex- 
ample of New Zealand in introducing a Com- 
monwealth Valuation of Land Bill, providing 
for one standard of valuation to be applied to 
lands resumed for repatriation and closer set- 
tlement, also for Federal and State land taxes, 
probate duties, and municipal rates ? 

2. If so, will he bring in a Bill at an early 
date ? 


Mr. HUGHES. —The matter will re- 


ceive consideration. 


AUSTRALIAN TMPERIAL FORCE. 


Smwate AND Marrizep Men: Soxiprers’ 
LzErrers. 


Mr. WEST asked the Minister repre- 


senting the Minister for Defence, wpon 


notice— 


Whether he will state— 

1. How many single men have volunteered 
as members of the Australian Imperial 
Force since the declaration of war? 

2. Also, how many married men? 


Mr. JENSEN.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are— 


1 and 2. It is not possible to give the in- 
formation asked for in respect of men who 
have volunteered, but the following figures, 
which have been compiled in respect of 
255,148 embarkations, are furnished :— 


_Officers— 
Married 2,466 
Single “Ae 5s Sug 3,203 
Widowers .... ake sad 49 
Other ranks— 
Married 36,929 
Single 210,621 
‘Widowers 1 880 
Mr. FINLAYSON asked the Minister 


representing the Minister for De 
upon notice— 


1. Whether it is true, as stated in the press, 
that it is proposed to stop delivery of letters 
and parcels sent by soldiers abroad to friends 
in Australia if they contain certain information 
Tikely to be of use to the enemy? 

2. Whether this action is due to any failure 
on the part of the Censor to stop such informa- 
tion being sent? 

3. Whether some method, short of actual 
stoppage of delivery, cannot be adopted to 


_ meet the necessities of the position? 


4, Whether it is proposed to advise persons 
to whom letters arid parcels are addressed in 
each case, as it oceurs, that delivery will not 
be made, because of a violation of the de 
partmental decision? ~ 


Auipalion frapoeies (REPRESENTATIVES ] 


_ increased cost by day baking is approxi- — 
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Mr. JENSEN.—The answers mg ‘thes 
honorable member’s questions are as fos 
low: 

1. Yes. 3 AE 

2. No. The notice in question is in ‘the 
nature of a warning to the persons conta 
as to the action that will be taken in such i 
cases. 

3 and 4. It is expected that the war ners will 
be sufficient. 


COST OF BAKING BREAD. SS 
Mr. SINCLAIR asked the Prime Mine oa 


ister, upon notice— f 

Whether it is true that day baking of ised E 
costs the consumer id. per loaf more in Ryan . 
than it does in Brisbane or other cities where — 
night baking is resorted to? 


Mr. HUGHES.—I am advised that the 


a . 


mately one half-penny per 4-1b. loaf. 


PRIME MINISTER’S 
DEPARTMENT. 


“ INTELLIGENCE OFFICER.” 


Mr. HIGGS asked the Prime Minit, iS 
upon notice— a 


1. Whether a new posikiows viz., that of © in. 
telligence officer ’’ has been created in his De- — 
partment recently? “4 

2. What are the duties of the said ‘‘ intelli- 
gence officer,’’ the salary he is to receive, and ie 
the allowances _by way of expenses ? a 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the ; 


low :— 
1, The position has not yet been created,” 
but provision for it has been made on the cur- 4 
rent year’s Estimates. a 
‘lhe duties, briefly defined, include, inter o> 
alia, the preparation of matter for public in- | 
formation arising out of the activities of the — 
Prime Minister’s Department and the Go- 3 
vernment’s finaneial and commercial schemes; 
the proper arrangement and ° cataloguing ors 
the large number of newspaper cuttings, and — 
official and other publications from all parts 
of Australia and the Empire, and extractin 
therefrom information relating to matters oj 
local public interest and to Australia gene-— 
rally which are likely to be useful to the Go- ‘i 
vernment. The salary is £504 per annum, — 
There are no allowances by way of expenses. __ 


ARMY ORDNANCE CORPS. 


Mr. WEST (for Mr. Ritsy) asked 
the Minister representing the Minister é ; 
for Defence, wpon notice— : 


1. Is the Minister aware that the Sti lOyeeeal 
in the Ordnance Department are being asked — 
to enrol in a permanent OTeaetee Army — sf 
Corps? ‘a 

2. As a special Commission is now inquiring ES 
into the business part of the Defence Depart-_ 


Bs 


presented its report? 
8. Will the Minister undertake to see that 


> 


 existénce, will the Minister see that every- 


thing in this connexion is stopped until the 
‘Commission has completed the inquiry and 


who have been in the 
Department practically the best part of their 
lives, and who object to join this corps, will 
not be penalized or turned adrift as a comse- 
quence of such refusal? 


4. As all the employees have to resign their 
present positions before joining the corps—and 
many of them haye practically a, life’s service 
in the Department—will the Minister see that 
all rights accruing are preserved to them, and 
that the retiring age existing under the pre- 


any of the employees 


sent regulations will be the same in the new 


corps in their cases? 


- §. Does the Minister, in the light of past ex- 
“perience, think that the giving to the Military 
complete and absolute control in this matter 
will make for efficiency and economy in a De- 
partment that is practically a business insti- 


tution? 


Mr. JENSEN.—The answers to the 
es member’s questions are as fol- 
ow — 


1. Yes. of the 


All permanent employees 


- Ordnance Department have been invited to 


state whether they desire to join the Perman- 


_ ent Army Ordnance Corps, and, approximately, 


since 1902, and probably earlier. 


.Y 


‘ 


5 
e 


the Minister of his intention to take action in 


90 per cent. have voluntarily expressed their 
_ desire to do so. 


2. So far from this corps being hurried into 
existence, its formation has been contemplated 
The object 

of the regulation in respect to the formation 
of an Army Ordnance Corps is to enable this 
branch of the service to take its correct place 
in the military organization, as in all other 
armies of the civilized world. One of the 
main points aimed at in forming the perman- 
ent corps is to enable a corresponding militia 
organization to be formed consisting Of se- 
lected men who are employed on corresponding 
duties in business houses, and whose services 
would thus be available to augment the per- 
manent staff and administer all ordnance ser- 


vices in camps on mobilization. The Chairman 
of the Royal Commission was informed by 


this matter and offered no objection. 
not proposed to defer action. 


3. Yes. 

4. That all employees have to resign their 
appointment is incorrect. Only those serving 
under the Public Service Act—approximately, 
20 per cent.—would be affected. Provision 
has already been made in the regulations for 
the conservation of all rights appertaining to 
the present conditions of the service of these 
men, f 


.'5. The Ordnance Department in the several 


It is 


States have not been under complete military 


‘ 
x 


eontrol at any time. Portion of the staff is 
under the control of the Public Service Com- 


_ missioner and portion is serving under the De- 
fence Act. The regulations recently promul- 


- 
- 


*s 


gated will eventually abolish the dual control 
now existing. 
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INDUSTRIAL CRISIS. 
Sypnry STRIKE. 
Mr. WEST asked the Prime Minis- 


ter, wpon notice-—- 


1. Can he inform the House whether, 
connexion with the industrial dispute in New 
South Wales, the men have any objection to # 
mere change in clerical work? . 

2. Is there not already in existence a system 
of booking the time on work which provides 


ample data for readily arriving at the cost of — 


any and all work? 

3. Can the Prime Minister say whether, at 
a recent conference between American War 
Office officials and Mr. Samuel Gompers, Pre- 
sident of the American Federation of Labour, 
on the question of war munitions production, 
Mr. Gompers laid it down as a condition of 
labour co-operation in the scheme that the 
Taylor card system should not be permitted? 

4. Does the Prime Minister know whether a 
recent report was issued by the Commission 
appointed by the Imperial Government to in- 
quire into the question of industrial unrest? 

5. Is the Prime Minister aware that in 1910 
Congressman Benger, of Wisconsin, introduced 
a motion in Congress, in order to save the 
lives of the workers, making the Taylor card 
system illegal in any industry? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 


low :— 
1. I know nothing of the matter. 
2. 1 cannot say. 
38. 1. do not know. 
4. No. 
5. No. 


RETAIL PRICE OF SPIRITS. 


Dr. MALONEY asked the Minister for 
Trade and Customs, upon notice— 


1. Is it a fact that, prior to the imposition 
of the present duties of Customs and Excise, 
the retail price of the best brands of imported 
whisky had been increased from 6s. to 6s. 6d. 
for a bottle of ordinary size? 

2. Is it a fact that, while the price of im- 


ported whisky was 6s., that of Joshua Bros. was. 


4s. 6d.; and that when the price of the im- 
ported article was increased to 6s. 6d., that of 
Joshua Bros. rose to 5s. 6d.? 

3. Was there any advance in the prices of 
materials or manufacture to justify the in- 
creased cost of 1s. a bottle on the stock the 
firm mentioned would, in the ordinary course, 
have on hand? 


Mr. JENSEN.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— 

1. Certain retailers, it is understood, made 
an inerease in price, as stated. The ruling 
price in the retail trade for the best brands of 
imported whisky on the 1st instant was, how- 
ever, 7s. per bottle. 

2. Joshua Bros. are distillers, and do no 
retail trade. I am informed that no in- 
erease was made by them in their price to the 
trade. 

8. See answer to No. 2. 


in . 
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CORDITE FACTORY. . 
Mr. STORY asked the Treasurer, upon 


notice— i 


1. In connexion with the site, buildings, and 
engineering works for the Cordite and Cartridge 
Factory at Maribyrnong—(a) What was the 
total amount expended last year; (b) what is 


the estimated expenditure this year; (c) what 


was the estimated amount required to complete 
these works? 

2. Has this proposal been investigated, as 
required under the provisions of the Public 
Works Committee Act? 


Sir JOHN FORREST.—I have been 
informed— 

1. (a) £21,061; (b) £25,731; 
exigencies of the war it has not been possible 
to prepare definite estimates of total cost of 
ndditions that may be required to the Cordite 
Factory. 

2. This expenditure has been necessitated 
to deal promptly with war requirements. It 
is regretted that the necessary Order in Coun- 
ceil to exempt the expenditure from the pro- 
visions of the Public Works Committee Act 
was not put through. The total given in 
answers to question (a) and (b) of 1 are made 
up of separate expenditures, none of which 
exceed £20,000. 


DUTY ON SACKS. 
Mr. HIGGS asked the Treasurer, upon 


notice— 

1. Whether it is intended by the Govern- 
ment to remit £165,000 duty on corn and flour 
sacks, as stated at page 194, Estimates 
1917-18? 

- 2. Can the Treasurer say whether farmers 
and other users will get the benefit of the 
proposed remission? 


Sir JOHN FORREST.—The answers 
to the honorable member’s questions are 
as follow :— 


1. Yes. 
2. That is the intention of the remission. 


HASTERN TRADE. 


_ Mr. HIGGS asked the Prime Minister, 
upon notice— _ 

1. On what date was a Royal Commission 
appointed to inquire into the matter of trade 
between Australia and Japan, Singapore, and 
the West Indies? 

2. Who are the members of the Royal Com- 
mission, and on what date are they expected 
to present a report? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :-— : 

1. 7th February, 1917. 

2. Senator the Honorable J. J. Long. I am 


unable to say when the report will be pre- 
> sented. =. 


* 
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Question—That Mr. Speaker do now a 
leave the Chair, and the House resolve — 
itself into Committee of Supply—pro- — 
posed. 5a eae 


Mr. FINLAYSON (Brisbane) [3.22). 


.—For some time past various questions 


have been asked regarding the embargo on 
the importation of apples from America. 
To-day. I sought to get a final reply on 
the subject from the Prime Minister; but 
unfortunately we are no further forward — 
now that we have heard. his answer. I. — 
asked him if he had received a petition — 
from Sydney. I had information yes- — 
terday that this petition was om its way, 
and a copy of it reached me to-day. It— 
is as follows :— Shag he se) ie 
. _ Sydney, 14th August, 1917. 
The Right Honorable W. M. Hughes,” 
Prime Minister, Melbourne. aed 
Sir, eae 
We, the undersigned, distributors of fruit 
in New South Wales, hereby request that you — 
reconsider your decision in prohibiting the im- — 
portation of American apples into the Com- — 
monwealth. Sage 2" 
We are informed that you are to conside1 
the matter at the end of September. This 
will be too late to allow of arrangements being 
made for shipments this season. STAR gy yh ae 
At the present time, apples are realizing up — 
to 16s. per case, and, owing to shortage of — 
supplies, will be practically unobtainable in — 
October, except a small quantity now being ~ 
held by speculators in cool stores. A 
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Ss We feel sure you have no wish to see the 
fruit trade exploited by these speculators, and 
trust that you will consider this petition favor- 
ably, and give us your decision promptly, as 
all we ask is permission to import from the 
9th October to 14th December, _ 
Duffy Bros. Co. Ltd., D. J. Duffy, manager. 
mo Ww. H. Price, 
‘ ange t Lee, & Co., A. V. Caddy. 
; W. Stoyles. 
. P. S. Peters... 
Weymark & Son Ltd., J. Weymark, director. 
H. Reid & Co. 
~M. J. Madigan. 
J. H. Trevarthen Ltd. 
Bart Allen & Son. 
_ F. Carroll. 
ijoee > D.* Reedy. 
‘Fred. Chilton. 


Mr. W. P. Cooksley, writing to me on be- 
half of the Brisbane fruit merchants, 
under date 24th July, says— 


Dear Sir, ee 
As chairman of recent meeting of fruit im- 
porters, I desire to place before you our Queens- 
land position with reference to the proposed 
embargo on American apples. As far as it is 
possible for us to see, the present supply of 
‘Tasmanian apples will be exhausted about the 
end of September. 


_ The present quality is far from perfect, and 


is in no wise free from diseases, which would 
in other years have prevented their admission 
into the States. ae 
From the month of October to the end of 
the year, Queensland is very short of her own 
 jocal fruits, which makes her dependent upon 
imported apples to supply the demand. 
- In the western districts and inland towns 
- the want of this class of fruit will be felt 
severely, as it practically is the only fruit that 
will carry satisfactorily. 
2 Tasmanian apples coming to Queensland out 
of cold storage late in the year are not a suc- 


reaching here. 
Trusting you will impress upon the Minister 
_ the importance of this matter. 
~ I have received letters on the same lines 
_ from various fruit merchants in Brisbane. 
The Prime Minister: has told us that the 
fruit-growers do not advise the relaxation 
of the embargo, unless possibly for the 
months of December and January. But 
_I can quote opinions expressed by them 
which. are an absolute contradiction of 
that view. The following is a report of 
the meeting of the Victorian Annual 
Conference of Fruit-growers in 1916, 
_ which appeared in the Fruit World of 
Ist October, 1916— 
Mr. Mair (Tyabb and Hastings) moved— 
“That an increased duty-be placed on Ameri- 
ean apples.” 
motion, as he thought that if the duty on 
American fruit coming into Australia was in- 
ereased, America would adopt the same atti- 
de towards Australian fruit, and this would 


ne f 
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cess, as the half of them are decayed before 


Mr. Griffith spoke against this - 
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be detrimental to the working up of trade be- _ 


tween America and Australia. On the motion 
being put to the meeting, it was lost. ; 


In the Fruit World of 1st December, — 
1916, appears the following report of a — 


meeting of the Australasian Conference 


of Fruit-growers which was held on the © 
31st October and Ist and 2nd November, — 


1916°>— 


Mr. Tucker (New South Wales) 
“That increased duties be placed on imported 
fruits,’ He had been a fruit-grower for thirty- 
three years, and had an up-to-date orehard, 
but if protection were not secured, he intended 
to give up the industry, and go in for pig- 
raising. (Laughter.) Australia could store 
fruit to keep up supplies throughout the year; 
but America had the advantage of natural ice, 
which gave cheaper storage. Growers in Aus- 
tralia should maintain control of the Austra- 
lian markets rather than build their hopes on 
a problematical American market. Dr. Benja- 
field (Tasmania) seconded the motion. The 
importation of American apples, he stated, 


moved— 


would be ruinous to our cool stores. American 


Sturmers were now fetching 14s. per case on 
the Sydney market, because they were highly 
eoloured—although tasteless and inferior to the 
Tasmanian fruit—whereas he was now getting 
only 7s. a case on the same market for his 
finest Sturmers. Mr. J. H. Lamb (Victoria) 
spoke against the motion, and stated that this 
proposal had been turned down at State Con- 
ferences.’ The present protection was very 
high, as, including cost of production, freight, 


and other charges, apples could not be landed 


from San Francisco under 12s. per bushel. 
The imports of American apples, he thought, 
was showing a tendency to decrease, Mr. G. 
Griffith (Victoria) stated that, with the open- 
ing of the Panama Canal, they were in a posi- 
tion to land fruit as cheaply in New York as 
in London. 

Mr. Shoobridge (Tasmania) advocated Free 
Trade in fruit, and said their object, as 
growers, should be to cheapen fruit, so as to 
increase the consumption. Australia could 
grow every kind of fruit as well as any place 
in the world, and should be able to stand 
against all competitors. As to our cold-stor- 
age fruit being killed by imports, he instanced 
Doncaster, where the cost of storage amounted 
to only $d. per case a week. This left ample 
margin to meet competition. Mr. Chilton 
(New South Wales) stated that they should 
study reciprocity with other countries. The 
present duty on citrus fruits was 4s. 2d. per 
cental. He had received numerous inquiries 
from America for Australian fruits. The mo- 
tion, on being put to the meeting, was lost on 
the casting vote of the chairman. . 


In the Fruit World of 1st May, 1917, 


there is this report of the council meet- — 


ing of the Victorian Fruit-growers Cen- 
tral Association, held on 26th April of 
this year :— | 
A letter which had been received from Mr. 
H. H. Davey from the Fruit World, and pub- 
lished in our last report of the executive meet- 
ing, at which meeting a motion was carried in 


2 
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keeping with that carried at the Australian 
Conference of Fruit-growers, protesting against 
placing a prohibitive duty on American apples, 
was read. It was understood that the Prime 
Minister intended to prohibit the importation 

of apples during the period of the war. This 
action was being supported by the New South 
Wales and Tasmanian Fruit-growers’ Associa- 
tion. A discussion took place as to whether 
the council should take any further action 

in this matter. Mr. Mair moved that no 
action be taken by the council. He thought 
that the reason the Government intended 
; to prohibit the importation of apples at the 
present time was because they required the 
shipping space for matters of more vital im- 
portance to the carrying on of the war, also 

in keeping with the intention of the Govern- 

- ment to prohibit luxuries during the war. Mr. 
Lang stated that recently the Prime Minister, 

-. speaking at Harcourt, said that it was the in- 
tention of the Government to prohibit the im- 

: portation of American apples to assist the 
_ fruit-growing industry. He understood, how- 
ever, that, before taking action, the Prime Min- 
-ister intended to confer with an Advisory Com- 
mittee. Mr. Lawford stated that the question 

to be decided was, whether Victoria was in 
favour of prohibition or not. He favoured a 
reciprocal trade. (Hear, hear!) Mr. Hatfield 
questioned whether the action promised by 
the Prime Minister would be to the interests 

of the Australian fruit-grower, as Victoria 
eould certainly not compete with the American 
fruit when on the market here, as the quality 
was much better than the Victorian apples, 
which had to be taken out of cool stores. He 
thought it would be the same on the American 

' market; Australian fruit would be more likely 
to capture the market than the American cool- 
stored fruit. After further discussion, the fol- 
lowing motion was moved by Mr. J. H. Lang 
; (Harcourt) :—‘ That the Prime Minister be 
informed that this association, and also the 
Australian Fruit-growers’ Conference, has al- 
ways been opposed to raising any bar against 
the importation of American apples, even to 
the extent of increasing the duty. ‘These asso- 
ciations have had in view the very great pos- 
sibilities of America as a market for Austra- 
lian fruit, and, therefore, have at successive 
annual Conferences favoured the policy of a 
practically open door. We further desire to 
say that we do not in any way wish to in- 
fluence the Prime Minister in any decision he 
may make with the object of conserving freight 
during the war.” 
-by Mr. Hubbard, and carried. 


I have now given chapter and verse for my 
statement regarding the attitude of the 
fruit-growers of Victoria and Australia 
generally in this matter. The statements 
_ that I have read are in direct contradic- 
_ tion of that of the Prime Minister to-day. 
The right honorable gentleman is inter- 
fering in a matter with which he is not 
acquainted, and _ his 
knowledge is leading to a most unfortu- 
nate position, so far as the fruit-growers 
- and fruit-consuming public of* Austraha 
Mr. Finlayson. 
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This motion was seconded 


to how easily they could be prepared for — 


evident want of. 
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are concerned. I have been in almost 
continuous consultation on this subject 
with the Minister for Trade and Customs 
who, being himself an orchardist, is well 
acquainted with the position. Of course, 
I have no record of the honorable gentle- 
man’s opinion, but I am disposed to 
think that he views rather favorably the ~ 

request that has been made, particularly 
from Sydney and Brisbane, for permission _ 
for the importation of American apples 
for the latter part of the year. The Min- iN 
ister for Trade and Customs, who would 
naturally be expected to control this mat- 
ter, is not allowed to give effect to his 
knowledge; the Prime Minister’s veto — 
overshadows his' actions, and the public — 
must suffer in consequence. On the 26th 
July the honorable member for Capri- 
cornia (Mr. Higgs) drew attention to the — 
price of apples in Australia. One has — 
only to look into the windows of retail — 
shops to see apples ticketed at anything 
from 5d. to 6d. per lb., and information 
is readily obtainable to show that the 
wholesale rates for fruit run from 12s, to 
16s. per case. To my knowledge, most 
of the fruit now selling has been in cold 
stores for a considerable time. It was 
bought up by speculators at 6s. to 8s. per 


‘case, and is held by them in cold stores, © 
and, as it is only allowed to be dribbled 


out to the vublic, an artificial shortage is. _ 
created. The public are not only fleeced 

in regard to the price, but they are also 

limited in the matter of the amount of 

fruit that is allowed to go into consump- 

tion, A rather peculiar commentary on 
that position of affairs is the fact that 4 
almost daily there is a statement in the 
press by the Prime Minister, or by those — 
who are advising him in this matter, © 
pointing out how necessary it is that the — 
public should eat fruit, and particularly _ 
how advisable it is that they should eat — 
apples. For some time we were deluged 
with all sorts of suggestions in the press © 
as to how beneficial, useful, and healthy — 
apples were as an article of diet, and as — 


the table. . 


I submitted a question to the Minister 
for Trade and Customs on the 27th July, — 
and, in reply, he promised to have a re- — 
turn prepared showing the amount of — 
fruit that is available in Australia. Any — 
determination as to whether apples should » 
be imported should be based upon that in- © 
formation. No honorable member could® — 


= 
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put up an argument in favour of the im- 
portation of apples from America or else- 
_ where if there were suflicient fruit avail- 
able in Australia. The information 
_ placed at my disposal by the Minister for 
Trade’ and Customs has enabled me to 
form an estimate as to what fruit. there is 
available in Australia. I understand that 
there are 200,000 cases in Queensland, 
- New South Wales, Victoria, South Aus- 
tralia, and Western Australia. The re- 
turns from Tasmania are not quite com- 
plete, but, according to such information 

as is available, there are probably 200,000 
eases in that State. 

_ Mr. Laren Surru.—There is consider- 
ably less than that quantity in cold storage 
in Tasmania. 

Mr. Jensen.—For the information of 
the honorable member, I may state that 
- there are about 400,000 cases of apples 

throughout Australia in cold storage and 
in orchardists’ sheds. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—I thank the Min- 
ister for that information. I was bas- 
ing my calculations on a rough estimate 
of 400,000 cases being available at the 
"present time. On the average, the nor- 
mal consumption of apples in Australia 
is about 40,000 cases per week. When 
fruit is cheap there is no difficulty in dis- 
posing of 60,000 cases per week, but 
.40,000 cases per week is the normal con- 
sumption, and, with fruit at its present 
price, I question whether the consumption 
now is over 80,000 cases a week. Taking 
the normal consumption at 40,000 cases 
‘per week, the quantity *of apples now 
available in Australia will supply us for 
not more than ten weeks. If the rate of 
--eonsumption be reduced, the quantity 
should last for three months, but that can 
only be done by artificial restrictions, 
either through the imposition of higher 
prices or by limiting the quantity to be 
taken out of cold storage. In that way 
the supply might be made to last until 
the end of October. 


A request was recently made through 
the Prime Minister to the Minister 
for Trade and Customs for permission to 
import 75,000 cases from America dur- 
ing this season. Last year, when there 
was a fairly good crop in Australia, we 
imported 142,000 cases from America, 
- and in order to show that this importa- 
tion did not have any detrimental or dis- 
advantageous effect on the fruit-growers 
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of Australia, I have only to refer honor- 
able members to the report of the Fruit- 
growers’ Conference. They say that 
there should be an open door. They do 
not even suggest any limitation as to the 
number of cases to be imported or any 
increase of duty. Therefore, if, during 


a good year, Australia could afford to — 
import 142,000 cases without any detri-. 
mental effect to the fruit-growimg imdus- ~ 
try, it is an easy thing to show that when © 


there is an admitted shortage of fruit, 
such as we have experienced this year, 


{ 
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there should be no trouble in disposing of — 


the limited quantity of 75,000 imnorted 
eases, which is all that the fruit merchants 


are asking to be allowed to import this . 


year. 

Mr. Fenron.—Will the honorable mem- 
ber explain why tons of apples were 
wasted last year because they were not 
considered worth picking? . 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—That was not due 
to the importation of fruit from abroad, 


_ It was due to the local fruit-growers hay- 


ing an extraordinarily good crop. ; 

Mr. Roperrs.—lt was due to over pro- 
duction. : 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—I do not think 
there can be any over production in the 
matter of fruit. 

Mr. Roperrs.—It was the fault of our 
methods. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—The honorable 
member is now modifying his statement. 
He is right in saying that the fault hes in 
our methods of distribution. The main 
trouble last year was to get the fruit to 
the people at such a low price that they 
would be ready to purchase it. 

Mr. Grerene.—Does not 
trouble lie with the retailers? 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—My experience is 
that the main source of trouble is the bad 
facilities provided by railways and ship- 
ping companies. 
ber for Wide Bay (Mr. Corser) would go 
down to the wharf and see the way in 
which oranges from Maryborough are 
handled, he would see a sight that would 
be enough to make him shed tears of 
blood. The accommodation that the ship- 
ping companies provide for fruit is simply 
disgraceful. 

But the fruit that is now available 
in Australia is in cold storage, and the 
other difficulty arises that, when it is 


the 


taken out of cold storage, it must be put. 
> 
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into immediate consumption or go bad. 
Within a month the fruit that is now 
available in Sydney and Brisbane will be 
absolutely useless, because it will not carry 
over a journey that will take more than 
a day by rail or by steamer. Neither 
Broken Hill, nor Bourke, nor any western 
town of New South Wales or Queensland 
can possibly hope to see an apple after 
the end of this month until February, 
when probably the new crop will be 
available. Between the end of the Aus- 
tralian fruit season and the beginning of 
the new season, the only way in which the 
supply of fruit to the outlying portions of 
_ Australia has been maintained has been 
_ by importing American fruit. 


Mr. Fenron.—lIs it not subject to the 
same disabilities as Australian fruit, see- 


ing that it comes in cold storage from 
_ America? 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—No; because it 
_ is packed so carefully, and treated in such 
a way that, when it is landed here, it is 
capable of ‘being carried to any part of 
Australia without danger of decay or 
loss. One of the happiest features 
of progress in Australia to-day is the fact 
that the fruit-growers are largely copy- 
ing the American system of packing | and 
preparing fruit for market. 

Mr. Bayvtey.—Would it not be possible 
to treat the surplus fruit in Australia in 
the same way, and make it available for 
transport ? 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—I believe that the 
time is coming when we shall be able to 
take our surplus crop, particularly apples, 
and treat it in such a way as to make it 
available as the Americans can make theirs 
but that time has not yet 
arrived. Furthermore, at the normal rate 
of consumption of fruit, the quantity now 
available in Australia will not last more 
_. than nine or ten weeks, and it can only 
be made to last longer by artificially 
lnniting the consumption, either through 
increasing the price, or by reducing the 
quantity made available from _ cold 
storage. 


_ The Prime Minister suggests that he will 
review this matter at the end of Septem- 


ber: but by that time our stocks in Aus- 


tralia will be nearly exhausted. It takes 
ships three weeks to come from America, 
so that, even if the Prime Minister: is 
favorably disposed, and arrangements are 
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made impede there an be at Ragae y 
a month or five weeks in which there will 

be no fruit available. The Minister for 

Trade and Customs knows that arrange- 
ments have to be made a very considerable of 
time ahead with the fruit-growers in | 
America in order to secure space on the — 
steamers. Any one acquainted with over- 
seas shipping knows that arrangements _ 

have to be made months ahead; so that, 
even if arrangements were set in hand sane 
immediately, I question if it would be pos- 
sible to land the first shipment te apyiew Zs 
by the 8th October. 


Mr. Bamrorp.—Who should isk the a 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—The fruit mer- = 
chants have their arrangements in hand. — 
They are merely waiting for information — 
from the Minister for Trade and Customs 
to the effect that the importation will be — 
permitted. They suggest that only half — 
the amount should be imported this year ~ 
as compared with what came in last year. 
The reason for this is the fact that the 
vessels are not now available. There will 
not be the cold storage available to bring 
the larger quantity across from America. 
If arrangements are made immediately, fe 
and 75,000 cases are imported, they will — 
only last, at the outside, from’the 8th 
October to the end of December. The 23 
fruit that would be imported could be 
easily absorbed by Queensland and New | 
South Wales ‘without a single case of 
American fruit being available for other 
States, and by Christmas there would not og 
be an imported apple left in Australia. 3 
There is no possibility of competition with | ns 
the local article, or detriment to the Aus- 
tralian fruit-grower, by allowing this im- 
portation to take place. The Prime Min- ~ 
ister says there must be no importation, 
and the public are, being misled—I do 


“had 


not think, deliberately—by reports in the 
press regarding the difficulty fruit-growers 
are likely to have in regard to the disposal 
of their surplus crop, and there is talk of 
providing machinery to supply dried fruit 
to the British Government and the mar-  ~ 
kets on the other side of the world. But — 
that) surplus is in connexion with next 
year’s crop, and, judging by the splendic 
rains which have fallen in the fruit-grow-_ # ey 
ing districts, and the present indications 
of the forthcoming season, the appl 
growers will have an extraordinarily good _ 
yield. Probably in eee. circumstances 
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they will be wise in placing an embargo on 
importations which would deprive them 
of the Australian market, but that posl- 
tion has not yet arisen, and cannoti arise 
for the next six months. If the American 
apples which are now prohibited were 
allowed to enter the Commonwealth, they 
- would disappear before the end of this 
- year. The Minister for Customs has been. 
offered a guarantee that if American 
apples are allowed to be imported, not 
only will they be absorbed by Queensland 
and New South Wales alone, so that there 
ean be no detriment to the fruit-growers 
of the other States, but the prices to the 
- consumers will be limited. 
— Mr, Bamrorp.—Does the retailer agree 
with that? 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—I think we can 
depend on the retailer. When there is 
any possibility of an arrangement in re- 
gard to prices, it is not the retailers, but 
the wholesalers, who are responsible. That 
is true, not only of apples, but of every 
other commodity. It is much easier for 
__ half-a-dozen wholesale men to come to an 
arrangement with regard to prices than 
it is for the retailers. 

Mr. Bamrorp.—The retailers have sur- 
mounted that difficulty in Melbourne and 
_ Sydney. | , ae 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—No, they have 
not. ‘There are opportunities for the 
- wholesale men to come to an arrangement 

with regard to prices, and that; is being 
done at the present time. 

Mr. Bamrorp.—You are speaking with 

inside knowledge. 

3 Mr. FINLAYSON.—Of course I am. 
= ‘I have already referred to the fact 


e 
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- 
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that the apples now being supplied to 
- the public were bought months ago by 


speculators at less than half the price 
_ they are charging the consumers, to-day. 
In fact, a letter appeared in this morn- 
ing’s press from a retailer, who stated 
that he was paying 12s. a case for apples, 
and when he weighed up the fruit he 
found that at the price at which he was 
selling he was actually making a loss. 
Mr. Larrp Suira.—What quantity of 
Australian apples is sold in America? 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—I have not the 
figures for America, 
_ Mr. Larrp Smirxe.—No apples are sent 
there, because the American people will 
not buy them. G 
_ Mr. FINLAYSON.—I am sorry the 
honorable member makes that statement, 
_ because the Australian fruit-growers are 
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‘tries are opposite. 
fruit season is on the Australian season 
is off, and so there oughti to be a recip-— 
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not of his opinion. They are most 
anxious to cultivate trade with America, 
and one of the peculiar facts in connexion 
with this matter is that whilst, on the 


one hand, we are talking about the ad~ 
visability of appointing a Trade Commis- 


sioner in America to promote the sale of — 
Australian products, we are, on the other 
hand, saying to Americans that we do not — 


want their products to be sent to Aus- 
tralia. Fruit-growers have sent experl- 
mental shipments to America with grati- 
fying success, and through the ageney of 
the Panama Canal they are in as close 
touch with New York as with London. 
There are very good opportunities for pro- 
moting the sale of Australian fruit in 
America. The seasons of the two coun- 
While the American 


rocal arrangement. 
Mr. Larrp SmrtH.—But state how 


much Australian fruit has been placed on 
the American market. 


DSO ae rae 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—I do not think — 


that question is germane to my argument, 
when I have been able to show that we 
have not enough fruit in Australia to 
supply our own needs, and that we re- 
quire to supplement Australian fruit by 
importations from America. In a return 
placed on the table of the House on the 
8th August, at the request of the Leader 
of the Opposition, these figures in regard 
to the export of apples occur— 


a rt 


—— | Contals. | peimate, |. Value Estat oi 
Bal 

1914- | 637,475 | 1,600,000 | 424,475 | 6s. 

1915 217,587 540,000 138,706 5s, 

1916 596,011 | 1 500,000 373,477 5s. 

1917 113,403 284,000 96,090 6s, 


Honorable members will see that last year 
we exported nearly six times as many 


cases of apples as we exported this year. — 


The decrease was not alone due to the 
fact that there was limited shipping space 


available, but was equally due to the cir- 


cumstance-that we had not the same quan- 
tity of fruit available. 
age of fruit this year, and it is in order 


There is a short- — 


to make good that shortage that I appeal — 


to the Minister to remove the existing 
embargo on importations. I ask him to 
take that step now because it is necessary 


to immediately make arrangements if the — 
fruit is to be landed in Australia in time 
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to be of any service at all. If the Minis- 
ter waits till the end of September the 
whole machinery of importation will be 
thrown out of gear, and instead of the 
fruit arriving here to supply the market 
when Australian fruit is exhausted, there 
will be two or three months of an inter- 
reonum between the exhaustion of the 
local article and the arrival of the im- 
ported. In any case, if the importation 
of apples immediately began with: the first 
ship leaving America, which would be due 
to arrive here about the Sth Octobér, we 
could not possibly import more than 
_ 75,000 cases before the end of the year, 
and that quantity could be absorbed with- 
out the slightest trouble, and certainly 
without any detriment whatever to the 
_ fruit-growers of the Commonwealth. Next 
_. year, when, we hope, a big crop will be 
available, we can deal with the importa- 
tion question in the light of the circum- 
stances then obtaining. But to-day there 
is no reason or justification for a continu- 
ance of this prohibition. It-is unfair to 
_ the people of Australia, and will tend to 
_ maintain the price of apples at the present 
wate, with increases as the season ad- 
vances. 

Mr. Larrp Smita.—What did the 
grower get in the Australian market at 
the beginning of the season ? 
| Mr, FINLAYSON.—About 4s. or ve 
per case, and at one period it was almost 
i im possible to get buyers. The responsi- 
bility for that lies with our inefficient 
methods of distribution. It is not the 
_ grower who is getting the big prices now, 
but rather the speculators who have held 
the fruit in. cold storage and forced up 
' the prices. It is all very well to talk 
_ about protecting the grower; the unfor- 
tunate fact remains that he is so much 
tied up with banks and other financial in- 
stitutions that he is glad to take the best 
- price he can get, and, although the whole- 
salers are getting to-day 16s. per case, the 
growers from whom they bought the fruit 
probably did not get more than 6s. or 7s. 
It is not fair to the consumers of Aus- 
tralia, or to the growers of America, that 
the prohibition of importation should be 
continued a day longer. 

: Mr. Fenron.—Has “America 
' supplies to send here? 

- Mr. FINLAYSON.—There is plenty of 
fruit available in America. The Ameri- 
~ can crop is like our own—when it is avail- 
_ able the growers desire to sell. They can 
_ hold up their ea ene at: much easier than 
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we in Australia can, and thus insure a a 
continuity of supply all through the year. 
Unfortunately, we in Australia have not — 
reached that stage. oe 
Mr. Frenron.—lIs the honorable member 2 
speaking of the United States of America § 
or Canada? a 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—Of boas Of the “ 
75,000 cases of apples to which I have re- 
ferred, two or three shipments will come — 
from Vancouver and the balance from ee 
If those apples are 
allowed to land here there would be no ~ 
competition with the Australian fruit, and — 
our fruit-growers, if the reports of the © 
annual conference are to be taken as a 
guide, are neither opposed to the im- é 
portations of American fruit nor in favour ~ 
of any additional duty -being imposed. 4 
upon it. Therefore, I hope that the Min- — 
ister will review this prohibition at an Ae 
early date. : 
Mr. LAIRD SMITH (Denison) [4. 4). — a 
I trust that the Minister will give this | 4 
question most earnest consideration before - 
he removes the embargo on importations. __ 
Mr. West.—The honorable member is 
speaking for the Tasmanian fruit-grower. _ 
LAIRD SMITH.—I am consider- 


Mr. : 
ing the consumer as well as the — 
producer, and I ‘have yet to learn 


that when the American apple was allowed 
to enter Australia free of duty the con- 
sumer was able to buy apples one cent. 
cheaper. In fact, prices were higher — 

than they are at the present time. — a 
There are no American apples on the = 
Australian market to-day, but there are 
to be seen in shop windows apples equal 
to any that have ever been placed before 
the public. And this, notwithstanding = 
that in Tasmania and other parts of the — 
Commonwealth last season the moisture — : 
Was so excessive as to give rise to a great — 
deal of black spot, in consequence of 
uh apple-growers suffered considerable 
oss. a 


The honorable member for Brisbane 
(Mr. Finlayson) failed to inform the — 
House that those for whom he was speak- — : 
ing in making this proposition wanted a 
fulcrum on which to place a lever to bring 
down and keep down the price of Aus- — 
tralian-grown apples. The apple market 
has not been cornered by any body of 
persons in Australia. Small growers in 
Tasmania have themselves placed =a : 
in cool storage. We have there about — 
70,000 cases in cool storage, while a num- 
ber of cases are also stared: in * ooh rd 
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their fruit. 
' Mr. -Fenton—What is a payable 


a 2 


price? 
Mr: LAIRD SMITH.—Speaking from 
_ my own personal experience, I would say 
that a grower should receive for his apples 
at leash 5s. a case in the orchard if he is 

to work his land to the best advantage. 
Mr. Herrmann.—That would be a low 
"average price. 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—It is a low 

price. 

Mr. Bamrorp.—In that estimate of 5s., 
does the honorable member include the 
cost of cases and packing? 

- Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—Yes. 

Mr. Erntayson.—I chink it is a fair 
Phang 2 . 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH.=Quite so. I do 
not hold any special brief for the 
__ orchardists of the Commonwealth. There 
are not many apple-growers in my elec- 
 torate, but I am anxious that the in- 

dustry should be fostered. I have been 
- informed by men who can speak. with 

authority that it is impossible to get Aus- 
tralian apples on the American market. 
‘That being so, why should we give the 
_ American growers a preference over our 
- own producers ? Z 
- Much has been done by private enter- 
prise in Tasmania to establish cool stores, 
and these stores have been successfully 
-  émployed by the small growers. I am 
_ informed. that the owner of the cool stores 
in my State gives the growers better terms 
than can be obtained’in respect of either 
the Victorian Government cool stores or 
the co-operative cool stores a little way 
‘out of Melbourne. Im short, it costs 
____ more to put apples into cool storage here 
= than it does in Tasmania. I am hopeful 
is 
Rare 


3 


_— ~ 


ae 
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that cool storage in Tasmania will be con- 
siderably increased, so that the small 
growers may have an opportunity to con- 
serve their supplies, and, by placing their 
fruit’ on the market at regular intervals, 
be able to keep their industry going as a 
_ fairly payable proposition. The value at- 
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taching to fruit-growing land is given to — 
I question — 
whether any bank would advance a shil- — 
ling an acre on orchard land except for — 
Such land is of — 
In - 
the early days, what was known as third ~ 
class land in Tasmania could be obtained ~ 
for 10s., and even 5s., per acre, becaus6 — 
its value for fruit-growing purposes was — 


it only by the trees thereon. 
the fruit trees upon it. 


very little value for other purposes. 


then unknown. ‘To-day the position has 
changed, and large areas which were ab 


one time thought to be of very little value 


are now devoted to apple-growing. 


I am prepared to show the hon- 
orable member for Brisbane a letter 
and a cablegram that I have received 
urging that the Government should not 
allow the market to be flooded with 
American apples to the detriment of Aus- 


tralian orchardists, who, during the last — 


two years, haye passed through hard 
times. | 

Mr. West.—There are on sale in Syd- 
ney to-day Western Australian apples 
which are better than those from Tas- 
mania. 

Mr. GrREeENE.—The fruit merchants, 
who exploit both the public and the 
grower, are the worst possible menace to 
the industry. 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—And the hon- 
orable member for Brisbane has been 
putting before the House the case for the 
fruit merchants of Sydney and Bris- 
bane. As to the interjection made 
by the honorable member for East 
Sydney (Mr. West) I would say that 
the apple production of Western Aus- 
tralia is very small compared with that 
of Tasmania. Western Australian apples 
are carefully graded, and they colour up 
very well. Tasmanian apples may lack 
the colour of those grown in Western 
Australia, but their flavour is infinitely 
better. 


The Western Australian growers — 


get their fruit on the London market a 


fortnight before the Tasmanian apples, 


and, catching the early market, thus ob- q 


tain higher prices. 
Mr. Herrmann.—The honorable mem 


being sold in Tasmania, aye 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—TI realize that 
the honorable member is not quite in 
earnest. My chief concern is for the 
grower and the consumer in the Com- 
monwealth. We, in the Commonwealth, 


hope next year to have a production of 


ie 
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ber will find Western Australian apples 
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6,000,000 ‘bushels of apples, and it is 
quesi pn ae whether we could ship more 
than 1,500,000 bushels, even if they are 
eon and place them on the Home 
market. 

Mr. Tupor.—That has not been pos- 
sible even in the best year. 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—I hope that it 
will be im the near’ future, otherwise we 
shall have a glut on the Austrahan mar- 
ket. I also trust that the local _con- 
sumption of apples will increase. 

: Mr. Tupor.—Unless freights come 
down to one-fourth of what they are to- 
~- day I am afraid it will not pay to grow 
either wheat or apples. 
‘Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—TI disagree with 

If we have 2 
-crop of 6,000,000 bushels next year we 
shall have to utilize the local market to 
its utmost capacity, and what we cannot 
consume here must be evaporated and 
sent to our men at the Front. 

Mr. Tupor..— They would be of no 
use to the men at the Front. : 

Mr, LAIRD SMITH.—Is not the hon- 
orable member aware that the men at 
the Front at the present time are con- 
suming large quantities of apples treated 
in the way I have just mentioned ? 


My desire is that the apple-growing 
industry shall be fostered. I object to 
the attitude taken up by a number of 
gentlemen who, at certain times, pro- 
claim themselves Protectionists, but at 
other times are Free Traders. cs 

Mr. West.—The honorable member is 
a Free Trader on matters affecting ‘him: 
self; . 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—Not at all. I 
am not a geographical: Protectionist; I 
hope the Government will give very care- 
ful consideration to this 
yielding to the request that has been 
made by the honorable member for Bris- 
bane (Mr. Finlayson). The honorable 
member was careful to mention that his 
request came from importers.of apples in 
Sydney. He named them, but I regret 
that he did not name the Brisbane im- 
porter to whom he>also referred. 

Mr. Tupor.—Did not the Prime Min- 
ister say-this afternoon that the Govern- 
ment had under consideration the ad- 


RE visableness of allowing apples to be im- 
_ ported during December and January? 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—I think not. 


a We have no objection to their coming in 


once our own apples are off the market. 
_ We ey object, however, to the admis- 
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-will be a simple matter to calculate how 


matter before. 
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sion of Amehons apples at the pipaces a 
time, seeing that small growers have con- _ 
siderable quantities in cool storage. The | 
return which the Minister for Trade and — 
Customs is having prepared will diseleaas 
the quantity of apples in cool. sstorage in 3 yi 
the Commonwealth. a 
Mr. JenseEn.—About 400,000 cases. 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—Once we know 
the number of cases in cool storage it — 


long the supply will Jast. Once the 
local supply has been exhausted the 
growers will not object to American 
apples coming in until such time as te $ 
next crop is available. = . 


I hope that steps will be taken to in-” 
crease the cool storage available to our 
orchardists. A vast sum of money is to ~— 
be spent on silos for the protection of 
our wheat; why should we not assist our — 3 
orchardists by extending our caol stores? — 

Mr. Tupor.—The farmers eee 
will have to pay for the silos. 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—And the fries 
growers will be prepared to pay for the | 


cost of providing increased cool storage. — 


I shall not take up further time except to — 
ask the Minister to consider well before te é 
he is influenced by the strong represen- 
tations which are bound to be made to 
him by the honorable member for Bris- 
bane (Mr. Finlayson) and the gentlemen — = 
he has named. 2 


‘Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) » [4. 20. ee 
should first like to draw attention to the = 
objectionable manner in which questions 
are being answered concerning the ex- ~ 
penditure of £2,068,000 on Government uae 
steam-ships. It is nearly a year ago that — 
we were promised a Bill to deal with this. 
matter, and I have brought it under thea ne 


Prime Minister’s notice from time to es 
time, with the only result that a measure = 
has been promised ‘‘ as soon as possible.” 


Hundreds of thousands of pounds are- — 
being spent, and hundreds of thousands 
of pounds are being received by some- s 
body; and I venture to say that neither 

the Treasurer nor his officers know any- 
thing about the business. These methods — ae = 
are irregular, and I hope that honorable 
members opposite, who pride themselves _ 3 
on their commercial knowledge, will see 
that the matter is attended to. We on 
this side, though strong in intellect, are x 
few in nuimbexs, and we can do nothing, 
especially with a pai: of the dis- 
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. 
allows his utterances to be coloured by 
“his vindictiveness. 

_ Mr. Roperrs:—This is a business in 

~ connexion with which the whole House 

ought to be jealous as to its position. 

‘ Mr. HIGGS.—I am pleased to have 
that encouraging and approving remark 

from the honorable member, for this 1s 

not a party matter, or, at any rate, 10 

ought not to be. 

Mr. Ropvcrrs.—I was going to say, 
further, that the honorable member who 
is speaking happened to be a member of 
the Ministry when the purchase was 
made. — 

Mr. HIGGS.—I am quite willing to 

answer that interjection. The Prime 

__ Minister had to get the money, and some 

one had to give authority for the expen- 


= ee 


_ diture. This authority could not be got 
from the Commonwealth without the 
. Treasurer’s consent, and I, as Treasurer, 
_ gave consent. 

; Mr. Ropecers.—You were accessory be- 


fore the fact. 

- Mr. HIGGS.—But I am not an acces- 

sory to the delay in the introduction. of 
~ a Bill to make the expenditure legal, nor 
am I responsible for the delay in furnish- 
ing honorable members with information 
as to the methods adopted in the carry- 
ing out of the scheme—the number and 
names of the captains and officers, and 
all connected with the transaction. 


As Prime Minister we have a most elo- 
quent gentleman, who has paraded before 
_. the country as a great anti-German. 
Some honorable members on this side, 
who have ventured to speak in favour of 


Seg) i ssi alll 
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peace, he has described as pro-German. 
% It will be remembered that the Prime 
_ Minister went to England and elec- 
tified the people of the Old Country 
"by speeches and methods, which, I think, 
are open tO some criticism. 

~  - Mr. Frnron.—Subject to the Censor, 

of course. 

! Mr. HIGGS.—TI do not think any one 
’ censored the Prime Minister’s speeches, 
unless he censored them himself. 

Mr. Fenron.—I refer to your criticism. 

_. Mr. Herrmann.—The statement’ that 

the honorable member for Capricornia 

(Mr. Higgs) made at Bendigo, in refer- 
- ence to the Anzac vote, was not censored. 
Mr. HIGGS.—I am prepared to reply 

to that interjection. 1 made that state- 

ment in regard to the Anzac vote when 
addressing the electors at Bendigo, and 
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when I wished to prove that in Australia 
there was an intolerable censorship. I 
told. the audience that [I was about to ~ 

make a statement concerning the Anzac 


"é 


vote which would not appear in any news- 3 
paper in Australia on the following day, sf 
and I quoted from a statement which’ oy 
the honorable member for Brisbane (Mr. a 
Finlayson) had shown me in the Glasgow 
Weekly Herald—as an extract from ~~ 
another newspaper—that the Anzac vote 


was, I think, 106,000 against, and 40,000 
or thereabouts for. ah 


Mr. Baytey.—Did you tell the audi- 
ence in which newspaper the original 
statement appeared ? 


Mr. HIGGS.—I am not sure that I 
did. The point is that there was a cen- 
sorship regarding the Anzac vote; and, 
after my statement to the people at Ben- 
digo the Prime Minister and his sup- 
porters were in a difficulty. The state- 
ment was, I believe, kept out of the Mel- 
bourne newspapers at the time, but the 
Government were compelled to allow it to 
appear in the Bendigo newspapers in 
order that they might show I was wrong 
regarding the censorship. 


However, I must revert to the speeches 
of the Prime Minister in the Old Coun- 
try. There the right honorable gentle- 
man was spoken of as a strong man of ac- 
tion—as not only a man who could talk, 
but a man who could do things. Recently, 

I asked a question about some shares that 
were held by enemy subjects prior to the 
war. It has been stated in the press that 
thousands of shares were so held at that 
time, and that they are now in the hands 
of the Public Trustee. The question I 
asked was how many of the shares had 
been sold, and the Prime Minister’s reply 
was, “None.” This is a very curious 
answer, in view of what appears in the 
book entitled The Day, and After. This — 
book is described on the title page as con- 
taining more speeches by the Right Hon- 
orable W. M. Hughes, Prime Minister of 
Australia, with a preface by the Right — 
Honorable Lloyd George, M.P., and as — 
“printed by authority.” The price 
marked is 1s.; but I understand that at — 
Cole’s Arcade, in Sydney, some hundred- — 
weight or more of the volumes are marked — 
“This lot 3d. each.” Mr. Lloyd George, 
in his preface, describes the speeches in 
very eulogistic terms. 
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Mr. Ansrey.—What is the flag of 
which a picture appears on the cover of 
the book ? : 

Mr. HIGGS.—The flag represents the 
rising sun, which, of course, is the 
Japanese emblem; though I do not know 
what the honorable member means by his 
remark. 

Mr. Anstry.—I do not mean anything; 
I merely ask a question. 

Mr. HIGGS.—In one of these forceful 
speeches, on the need for a national policy, 
delivered at a conference at the City 
Chambers, Glasgow, on 28th April, 1916, 
the Lord Provost Dunloy: in the chair, the 


Prime Minister, describing what had been 


done with the Germans in Australia, 
said— : 

Now, what we have done is this: —— 
“We,” of course, means the Austra- 


We have wiped all these agencies out in 
Australia. 


That is, German agencies 

We have purged every company of every 
German shareholder, whether he was natural- 
born or whether he was not. There is 
only one way in which you can do this thing 
—do it with such thoroughness that the 


- Germans will avoid this country as though it 


were the very plague itself. We have com- 
pelled the companies to buy out. We have 
robbed no man, German or Englishman, of his 
fair rights. Every share that a German held. 
has been bought at market price. So much is 
their due. Let them have their pound of 
flesh; but, in God’s name, ‘let them be gone! 


Ts it, or is it not, true that every company 
in Australia has been purged of German 
influence, or are these shares still held 
by Germans who are profiting by them ¢ 
Mr. Jensen.—The shares are held by 
the Comptroller-General of Customs, and 
they are about to be sold in a day or two. 
Mr. HIGGS.—-The speech from which 


I quote was made last year in England, 


evidently misleading the people of the 
Old Land into thinking what a wonder- 


a fully loyal and patriotic place Australia 


is to cut out every German, and sell every 
German share. 

Mr. Jensen.—You will remember that 
before the Prime Minister left for Eng- 
land these persons were required to fur- 
nish statements to the Attorney-General’s 
Department. | 

Mr. HIGGS.—But the point is that the 


_ Prime Minister told the people of England 
_ that every German had been cut out, 
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and every German share sold. 
honorable member for 
Anstey), in his, publication Hughes an 


His Views, pointed out that these shares — 


were still held by the Germans, and 


would be kept in trust for them by our _ 
public officials until after the war, when 
the Germans would resume their control. — 


Mr. Brennan.—That would not apply 4 


to ordinary working Germans. 


Mr. HIGGS.—Ordinary working Ger- 


mans employed on the wharfs at Rock- 


hamption were deprived of work. In- — 
ternational law appears now to be a dead 


letter, but, prior to the present war, it 
was held that, although in former times 


private, as well as public, property went — 
to the conqueror, private property in — 
modern times in every case remained ~ 
Japan had ~ 


sacred. . If, for instance, 


Bourke | (Mri % 


=< 
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thoroughly beaten Russia, she would have 
taken the public property-of that coun- 
try, but would have respected the rights — 
of private ownership. Jam not now dis- 
cussing the ethics of the Prime Minister’s ~ 


proposal to sell these shares; [ am merely 
pointing out that the right honorable 
gentleman .told the people of Great 
Britain that the shares had been sold, 
whereas they are not yet sold. It is said, 


moreover, that the other day, when it was 


proposed to sell them, certain persons 


‘went to the Government and got the sale 
If the Labour party had failed 


put. off. | 
to act in a matter of this kind, we should 


have been described by the Prime Min- 
ister as pro-Germans. 


know what reply the Prime Minister has 
to make to the charge that he misled the 


I should like to — 


public of Great Britain, and has failed 
up to the present time to deal with these 


shares in the manner in which he said 
they had been dealt with. 


hands of the Comptroller-General of 


I- have it on — 
the authority of the right honorable — 
gentleman that hundreds of thousands of — 
shares in Australian companies are in the 


ce ys 


Customs, who is acting as public trustee. — “ 


Now that the question has been raised, 


the Government is prepared to act. Had — 


it not been raised, the Prime Minister, 
who has been parading his loyalty 
throughout the country, would have done 
nothing, and the shares would have re- 
mained in ‘the hands of the public trustee. 


Mr. Jensen.—When was the question — 


raised ? ; e 


Mr. HIGGS.—Yesterday. ‘ dee 


\ 
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_ Mr. Grexnn.—The papers will show 


” 


whether the question asked in this House 
yesterday led to the sale of the:shares. 


Mr. HIGGS—The Prime Minister 
slept on the matter for some years, and we 
can only surmise that it would have been 
allowed to rest still longer had not the 


question been raised. 


Mr. Lamp Smiru.—The matter was 
under consideration when the honorable 
member himself was Treasurer. 

Mr. HIGGS.—Apparently the Prime 
Minister still has it under consideration. 
I have never made a speech telling the 


people that a thing had been done which 


had not been done. The Prime Minister 
has misled the people with an inaccurate 
‘statement. The sooner the general public 
gets to know that it can rely very little on 


__ what he says the better. 


Mr. CORSER (Wide Bay) [4.40].— 
Some time ago the producers of maize 
throughout Queensland approached the 
Prime Minister, through me, among 
others, to see what could be done to 
stimulate their, industry, and, on the 
8th of this month, I received the follow- 
ing letter from the Prime Minister’s De- 
partment :— 

With reference to your letter of the 29th 


May, and previous correspondence on the sub-- 


. ‘ject of the maize crop, I am directed by the 
_. Prime Minister to inform you that, in reply 


\ 
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to representations in this connexion, the 
British Government advised that, as there was 
insufficient tonnage for wheat and flour, they 
were unable to negotiate for the purchase of 
by-products of maize. 

I am to add that, so far, maize-growers have 
not availed themselves of the invitation of the 
Prime Minister to organize, and submit for 
consideration, a scheme for dealing with the 
problem, in view of the absence of oversea 
freight. 


Many of us thought that action would 
have been taken in this matter before the 


- imposition of new duties on Friday last. 


If the Excise duty on starch made from 


‘rice were increased to 2d. per Ib., and the 


Excise duty on starch made from maize 
left at 1d. per Ib., it would stimulate 
the use of maize. At least 1,000,000 


bushels of maize could be used to make 


starch and other by-products. The rice 


used in this country is imported from 


countries in which it is grown by means 


of black labour, and when imported for 
- the making of starch it is admitted duty 
free. But starch can be made of maize 


a 
“A 


just as well as of rice, and 98 per cent. .of 
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the starch used in the United States of 
America is made of maize. If the Go- 
vernment is desirous of helping the man 
on the land, it will give practical con- 
sideration to this question. In many 
parts of New South Wales, and in very 


many parts of Queensland, there are rich 


scrub lands on which wheat, barley, and 
many other cereals do not do well, because 
in a climate like that of Queensland, 
with such rich land, and a big rainfall, 
the straw grows so thick that it is impos- 
sible to property dry it before stacking, 
and thus mildew spoils the grain. It is 
only after the ground has been cropped 
many times that these cereals can be 
grown on it profitably. Much of that 
land is consequently put under grass for 
the pasturing of dairy cattle. It is a 
waste of land, which is as good as that at 
Warrnambool, to use it only for pastur- 
age, and if encouragement were given to 
the growers of maize by guaranteeing, 
through the Tariff, a reasonable price 
for their production, this land 
would be largely devoted to maize 
growing. In my _ electorate, maize 
has been sold in small quantities 
for as little as ls, 
The Maize Products Proprietary, of 
Footscray, has stated in writing that if 
it had reasonable protection for its manu- 
factures it would be able to give at least 
4s. a bushel for maize, which would mean 
a price of more than 3s. per bushel to the 


_ growers, who are now getting from is. 3d. 


to 1s. 6d. per bushel. In Australia there 
is room for a population as large as that 
of the United States of America, where 


they have over 110,000,000 inhabitants, 


and grow over 3,000,000,000 bushels of 
maize a year, as against about 5,000,000 
inhabitants here. Unless encouragement 
is given to the primary producer, good 
land will fall out of cultivation, and 
men will come from the country to 


-ecompete with the labour already in the 


cities and towns. There is an Excise of 
1d. per lb. on starch made from rice im- 
ported free, but when duty is paid on the 
rice, at the rate of 3s. 4d. per cental, the 
Excise is not levied. I suggest that, to 
encourage the manufacture of starch 
from maize, the Excise duty on 
starch made from rice should be in- 
creased to 2d. per lb., or the manufacture 
of starch from rice imported from black 
labour countries should be prohibited. 


3d. per . bushel. . 
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‘it will not be used. 
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Another anomaly in the Excise duties is 
the fact that, although in America and 
elsewhere the product of maize is used 
very largely in the manufacture of beer, 


it is specially penalized in Australia. The . 


Excise duty on ale, porter, or other beers 
not made exclusively from barley, malt, 
and hops, is 5d. per gallon, as against 6d. 
per gallon on ale, porter, or other beers 
made from barley, malt, and hops. 

Mr. Tupor.~—Since then, the Tariff has 
been raised to 6d. and 7d. ; 

Mr. CORSER.—Yes. last Friday. But 
the difference of 1d. is still there. Why 
should there be that difference? Why 
should the very product that is largely 
grown in Australia be penalized to that 
extent if it is utilized in the manufacture 


of ale or stout? 


Mr. Tupor.—In the same way, potatoes 
are prohibited from being used in the 
manufacture of spirit. 

Mr. CORSER.—Probably potatoes do 
not produce a good spirit. If maize will 
provide a good material for the purpose 
of making ale and stout, why should it 
be penalized ? 
At any rate, I do 
not see why it should not be put on an 
even keel with the other items. ‘Then, 
again, in regard to glucose. The hon- 
orable member may say that L:am up 
against sugar, but I do not support any 
particular industry. I support every in- 
dustry that needs stipport. The glucose 
that is manufactured in Melbourne from 
maize is used by brewers and confectionery 


manufacturers, and why should it be 
penalized ? 
Mr. Tupor.—It is not. There is no 


Excise on glucose now. It was wiped out 


in 1914.. 


Mr. CORSER.—There is an importa- 
tion of glucose, mostly from America. 

Mr. Tupor.—Very little has been im- 
ported during the last year. 
Mr. CORSER.—But, after the war, it 
will come in again. If the factories 
know that, after the war is over, they will 
be protected to the extent of that, through 
the war, they are now, they will 
manufacture glucose from maize. It is 
no encouragement to an industry, es- 
pecially in a new country such as Queens- 


land is, where there are very few things 


that can be grown when the land is first 
cultivated except. maize, not to provide in 
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the Tariff that the local production: shall a 
have at least protection against articles 
that are imported. If these concessio: 
were made, a firm at Footscray, which is 
now using 1,500 bushels of maize daily, — is 
could use 1, 200 ,000 bushels per annum, : 
which is equal to 4,000 bushels daily. 

That would be of immense assistance, and a 
the means of. settling large numbers of — 
people on the land. We hear from the — 
Prime Minister that no assistance can — 
possibly be given to the shipping of maize. ES 
That is practically saying that it will ~ 
be useless to put our soldiers on some of — 
the richest land in Australia without 
alteration of the Tariff. It offers no en @ 
couragement to men to extend their cul- ~ 
tivation In a new country, and it will — 
operate as an inducement to them to 
go into the towns and find oceupa-— a 
tions there. If for no other reason, the ~ 
Government should, with as little delay as _ 
possible, make such alterations in the 
Tariff as will enable them to settle re- — 
turned soldiers and others on the land of — 
which I have spoken, to make it more 
productive, so that more producers may — 
be in a position to feed those who are 

living in the towns. JI trust that the 

Minister for Trade and Customs will go 
into the matter fully, and that it will not — 


Ee gt ee 
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. be long before we can convey from this — 


House some information that will en- 
courage our young men to settle on the — 
land, instead of harboring in the cities. 


” Mr. ANSTEY (Bourke) [4.55] —My a 
object in rising is to place on record a few 
facts, and to express a few opinions on the 
situation confronting us to-day. We have 
heard the Prime Minister talk about cut- 
ting out the cancer of German influence, 
and we have heard him say that a num- 
ber of us are identified with German in- — 
terests. To-day I asked the Prime Min- = 
ister a question, and, in reply, I was told — 
that the prohibitions against German firms — 
were no longer necessary because they — 
had been imposed by the United States of — 
America and Japan. <A prohibition ap- — 
peared in the Government Gazette on the — 
7th June last in connexion with certain — 
German firms operating in Japan, and it 
was removed because, as the Prime Minis- 2 
ter has explained, a prohibition having 
been imposed by the Japanese a 


ment, there is now no need for that pro-— 
hibition on our part. In spite of what 
the Prime Minister ae told us, ae Sea he 4 


- 
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hat there is no prohibition imposed by 
Japan on any German firm operating in 
its territory. As a matter of fact, from 
the beginning of the war the Japanese 
_ Government lave not put up any prohi- 
ea against any German firm operat- 

ing in its territory. As long as any Ger- 
man firm operating in Japan conducts 
itself in accordance with the laws of 
Japan, it can carry on operations there. 


The removal of the prohibition here is 
entirely due to the fact that Japan wishes 
to do a larger trade with us, and finds 
that her means of carrying on trade with 
us is curtailed by reason of such a large 
_ portion of her business being in the hands 
of German firms operating in her country 
who were affected by our prohibition. 
_ The Prime Minister talks about eradicat- 
ing German influence, and he prohibits 
any trading with the Aachen and Munich 
_ Fire Insurance Company, of Queen-street, 
yet one can carry on business with the 
same firm operating in Japan. We pro- 
hibit the importation of products in the 
names of the Deutche Apotheke, Wein- 
berger and Company, Winckler and Com- 
“pany, Fiecke and Company, Meier and 
_Company, Berg, Werner, and Company, 
and so forth, yet we can carry on corre- 
spondence and business with those firms 
in Japan. The same thing applies in re- 
'gard to the United States of America. 
_ We have hada prohibition against German 
firms who carry on business in America. 
Suddenly, on the 12th July, that prohi- 
_ bition was removed. The prohibition ap- 
plied, among others, to Bauer, Phillip, 
-and Company, and Beer, Sondheimer, and 
Company. The latter. was the firm con- 

aected with the metal gang operating in 
Australia. The other day there appeared 
in Dunn’s Gazette a notice of the recon- 
stitution of the Electrolytic Smelters. The 
names of Seigfried Hirsch and Frank 
‘Snow appear as foundation directors. 
dae we were talking of cutting out 
the cancer of German trade the Aaron 
Hirsch people had a lot of concentrates 
at Port Pirie, and the Union Bank made 
advances to Frank Snow, who was the 
agent handling these concentrates. Fur- 
_ thermore, the Prime Minister, while talk- 
ing about cutting out the cancer of Ger- 
_man trade, immediately opened the door 
so that the Union Bank could open up 
“negotiations with the Aaron Hirsch Com- 
any through America. To-day I asked 
y these prohibitions had been re- 
oved, and I was told that it was no 
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longer necessary to impose them because 
Japan had imposed them. 
that Japan has not imposed them. 


In regard to the shares held by enemy 


subjects, I also took the liberty of asking 
the Prime Minister a question. While 


the right honorable gentleman was telling — 
the people of England that the whole of 
the German cancer had been eradicated, 


and on his return to this country made 
the same affirmation, at the same time 
charging many of us with having been 
direct agents of the Germans, he placed 


the whole of the metal business, and a 


large amount of other industrial business, 
directly in the hands of W. L. Baillieu 
and others who were the very instruments 
for the introduction of the Germanic in- 


terests in Australia, and right up to the | 


outbreak of war were direct “‘ pals’? of 
that influence, and ever since have been 
the local controllers of Germanic interests. 

Mr. Ropverrs.—That is a serious re- 


flection upon a gentleman who is in public 


life in this country, ; 
Mr, ANSTEY.—They are all mixed 


up in it. JI am going to show how they 


are mixed up in it, ; 

Mr. Ropcgers.—The honorable member 
will have to prove such a statement or 
withdraw it. : ‘ 

Mr. ANSTEY .—Prove it or be shot, T 
suppose. The statement has been made 
that all the shares held by these enemy 
subjects have been forfeited. What has 
been done with those shares? 

Mr. Tupor.—Nothing. 

Mr.. ANSTEY.—The Deutsche Bank 
hold 15,400 shares in the Broken Hill 
Proprietary. 
5,000 shares in the same company. The 
Discontio Gesellschaft hold 300 shares in 
it. The Minister for Trade and Customs, 
in his capacity as Public Trustee, holds 
these shares. | 

Mr. Ropcers.—Can you say who was 
agent; for the Beer, Sondheimer people be- 
fore the outbreak of the war? 

Mr. ANSTEY.—Frank Snow. The 
claim was made that 100,000 German 
shares would be forfeited, and that Ger- 
man influence was to be eradicated. These 
shares were to be placed im the hands of 
a Public Trustee, and held by him for 
sale. The Minister for@®Trade and Cus- 
toms has held them for fourteen months. 
Why are they not sold? A few months 
ago, when people began to say, “‘ Why 
not act as well as talk?’’ articles began to 
appear in the various metal journals. 


I maintain ~ 
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The Argus published an article in which 
it was stated that it would be improper to 
sell these shares. Why were they not 
sold? Because Rodgers and Company, of 
the Sydney section of the metal gang; did 
not desire them to be sold. We do not 
know why, but one fact is evident, namely, 
that Rodgers and W.. L. Baillieu and Com- 
pany did not want the shares put on the 
market at that juncture. 

Mr. Ropcers.—Do you make the state- 
ment that they did not want the incre- 
ment in value from pre-war times to the 
present day ? 

Mr. ANSTEY .—I am not talking abet 
pre-war times, but about the operations 
during the last few months. This action 
_-was taken since the outbreak of war. The 
_ Metal Exchange was formed only recently. 

Several months ago the Prime Minister 

said that he was going to have these shares 

sold immediately, and the statement he 

made to-day, that they would be sold 
forthwith, is merely a repetition of what 
/ we heard before. The moment he made 
that statement the metal crowd began to 
object. One would naturally ask, Would 
they not be pleased to get the possible in- 
erement -of value between now and the 
end of the war? I do not know why they 
objected, but I do know what appeared in 
the press and what is said in financial 
circles. 

Mr. Poynton.—If you forced the Ger- 
man shares on the market, would it not 
affect the value of other people’s shares ? 

Mr. ANSTEY.—Ah! Now we have the 
reason. That is what I have been coming 
to. 

Mr. Poynron.—Is there a wish to de- 
‘stroy other people’s interests? One would 
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members opposite. 

Mr. Hiees.—The point is that the Go- 
vernment were allowing that considera- 
tion to intervene. : 

Mr. ANSTEY.—I have no wish for a 
course to be pursued which would destroy 
the value of all other shares upon the 
market. 

Mr. Poynton.—Then why do honorable 
members opposite cheer ? 


Mr. ANSTEY .—TI suppose they cheered 
because they appreciated the fact which 
the honorable nfémber disclosed to them. 
The reason which the honorable member 
quoted is one of those to which I was lead- 
ing, but it is not the only reason. It is 
the especial argument of Rodgers and 
Baillieu, and the other members of the 
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think so by the cheers from honorable 


_tempted to publish to the people some of 
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metal gang, that the flooding of the mar-— 
ket with a large number of these German 

shares at this particular juncture would — 
destroy the value of their shares. That 
would be a perfectly legitimate considera- 

tion for the Government ‘to take into ac- 

count, but if that is the reason for not 

selling the shares, why do not the Go-— 
vernment say so? Do not make bogus 
pretences. Do not tell the people that you — 
have eradicated the last element of Ger- 

man influence when you have not. Baya 
straightforwardly that the reason you are— 
not putting the shares on the market is_ 
that the flooding of the market with the 
property of Germans would depreciate the 
value of the shares of other large holders — 
in the metal companies of the Common- — 


an 
4, 


wealth. Those shares. could not be put on — 
the market without destroying the value — 
of the shares of the metal gang, and they 
had to choose between the interests of 
their pockets and the interests of their 
country—whether they should lose money 
or should destroy the, Germanic influence, 
and take away German interests in Aus- _ 
tralian industry. Faced with that alter- 
native, they said, ‘‘ Let the Germans re- 
tain their interests rather than that we | 
should lose the value of our shares.’ | 


After sixteen months the Germanic in- 
terest in these companies is-still retained, 
and we have had the argument advanced 
that the shares are not put on the market — 
because that course would affect the in- 
terests of the present British holders. On — 
the other hand, we are now again told — 
that they are to be sold forthwith. rye 

Mr. Jensen.—You did not get the 
former statement from the Government. © 


Mr. Tupor.—But the interjection came _— 
from an ex-Treasurer. 


Mr. ANSTEY.—The other day I au % 


these facts that appeared in the Gazette, . 
but I was debarred from doing so, and 
the people connected with the journal in 
which the information was to appear were 
taken before the Court and heavily fined. 
The matter had actually appeared in the — 
Government Gazette. but the reason we — 
were fined was that, without submitting © 
the matter to the censor, we had pub- — 
lished the construction. which we Riaces 
upon the facts. - 2 


To-day the Labour ‘newspapers _ ‘of < 
the country are almost entirely the 
only papers which are subjected to the 
censorship, Those journals” are pet ‘ 
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allowed to publish what is allowed to be 
published in the daily press. Lf a Labour 
journal seeks to republish a paragraph 
published in the Age or the Argus, it 
musi submit the matter to the censor. 
When the matter is submitted, the para- 
_ graph is eliminated; and if it is not sub- 
_ mitted, the Labour paper is prosecuted. 
In regard to the matter which we wished 
to republish from the Gazette, after we 
had been prosecuted, we submitted the 
_ matter to the censor. He cut out half of 
it, and said we could publish the balance. 
We could publish the essential facts, but 
‘we might not comment upon them. At 
the end of this Gazette notice, which was 
_ signed by the Minister for Trade and 
- Customs ‘by His Excellenéy’s _Com- 
_ mand,”’ there appeared the words ‘‘ God 
' Save the-King.”’ So I wrote at the end 
_ of my article, ‘‘God save the King.’’ 
But the 


- What could be more loyal? 
* official censored ‘‘ God save the King.”’ 
' I objected to my loyalty being brought 
- into question in that manner, and I 
_-asked, ‘“‘ Why censor ‘God save the 
» King’? The answer I received was, 
- **T do not think you mean it.’’ So iti is 
right through the piece. Publish ‘‘ Three 
cheers for France,’’ well and good; pub- 
- ’ all right ; 
ye but attempti to publish ‘‘ Three cheers for 
' Japan,’’ and out it goes, because “‘ We 
_ do not think you mean it.’? They censor 
_ not only what you write, but what they 
think you mean. Here is a paragraph 
that appeared in the Broadmeadows 
_ Camp Sentry, a little paper published by 
_ the Sportsmen’s Thousand— 


_ The top-notcher officers in the ‘Federal Ser- 

vice have had their screw increased. The Go- 

- vernment is calling for economy by the poorer 

_ elasses and fattening up the upper ten. These 
are the things that help recruiting—we don’t 
hink. . 


hy 


_ We desired to republish that paragraph, 
_ but were not permitted to do so. If we 
_ dared to republish it, we would be prose- 
~euted. I understand that the Govern- 
ment are going to prevent the publication 
of this soldiers’ paper, or to censor 1t in 
- order to prevent the soldiers saying too 
much. Here isanother instance: Herbert 
_ Brookes said ‘‘ he preferred German mili- 
_ tarism to Australian unionism.’’ He was 
allowed to make that statement, and it 
_ was published throughout Australia. 


- Mr. Picorr.~-There is very little dif- 
ference between the two as things are go- 
ig to-day. 
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Mr. ANSTEY.—I think the honorable 
member is perfectly right in his interjec- _ 
tion. Perhaps I shall save a lot of time — 
and argument if I tell the honorable’ 
member that I think Australian unionism 
should be stamped out in the same way as 
If it cannot be done | 


are rapidly marching to the stage when — 
it will probably be done at the point of © 
the bayonet. If the remark made by 
Brookes was not calculated to create dis- 
cord, what. was? I proposed to write, in 
reply, “‘ Brookes and his crowd want con- 
scription, not to win the war, but to 
smash unionism.’’ If Brookes could make 
his statement, had I not a perfect right 
to make the other remark in reply? I 
did not object: to the liberty given him. 
His remark did not help the enemy; it 
did not stop recruiting; but when [I re- 
torted that Brookes was not trying to 
win the war, but to smash unionism, the 
censor intervened. Where is the justice 
in that? These censors draw about 
£30,000 a year in salaries. The salaries 
of the censors in this State would amount 
to about £8,000, but the majority of - 
papers in Melbourne are not censored at 
all. There are newspaper offices in this 
city which the censor never enters, and 
whose publications he never looks at; but 
any little Labour journal suspected of 
radical tendencies—whether it be the 
Bulletin, the Labour Call, or any other— 
may not print a line that ‘‘ Brown is go- 
ing to sell sausages to-morrow ’’ unless ib — 
submits the matter to the censor, and then 
he would probably delete the paragraph 
on the ground that it might refer to Ger- 
man sausages. 


I have put before the House a few facts 
that the censor will not allow to appear 
in the press of this country. They will 
now appear in Hansard. I am sorry to 
have occupied the attention of honorable 
members at such length, thus preventing 
the Government from winning the war as 
speedily as they would lke. I am 
anxious, however, to learn what the Go- 
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vernment intend to do in regard to the | 


eradication of this German influence in 
Australian industries. To-morrow the 
shares will be sold. I have a few pounds, 
and I want to buy some. 
In a letter addressed to me by the cen- 
sor, the statement appears, “ You will 
not be prevented from saying, ‘ Hughes 
is winning the war.’”” Why should I not 
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however, that the context was “ 
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be allowed to do that? If I had pro- 
posed to state that he was not winning 
the war, the position would have been 
different. I might then have been de- 
clared to be guilty of treason, or something 
equally terrible. But can any one say 
that there was anything wrong in my pro- 
posal to show “ How Hughes is winning 
the war”? 

Mr. Bamrorp.—But what was the con- 
text ¢ 

Mr. ANSTEY.—The censor went on tv 
say that I would not be prevented from 
using such words “if the context of such 
statement is unobjectionable.” He feared 
that my object was to show that the Prime 


_ Minister was not helping to win the war. 


Are statements made by me to be cen- 
sored merely because they are “ objec- 
tionable”? There is only one sound prin- 
ciple to be observed in any interference 
with the liberty of the press. The right 
to publish any statement should be de- 
termined by the question of whether or 
not that statement is injurious to the coun- 
try, or is calculated to help the enemy, 
or to stop recruiting. In this article, lL 
had not a word ta say which would come 
under any of those headings. I merely 


proposed to show how the Prime Muin- - 


ister was doing his utmost to win the war. 
The censor, in this letter, went on to say, 
objee- 
tionable,” and that the same remark ap- 
plied to another article entitled ‘“ God 
save the King.” I was at perfect liberty, 
he said, to print those words as often as I 
desired, provided that they conveyed no 
objectionable meaning. In other words, 
he said, “ You are at liberty to print the 


words as often as you like, if you mean 


what you say, but I am not sure that you 
do.” The deletion of the words “ Three 
cheers for Javan!” was also held to be 
correct, because, read in conjunction with 
the rest of the article, the implication, 
“whether sarcastic or not,’ was not per- 
missible, In other words, T must not pub- 
lish anything that is sarcastic, The censor 
said, further, that I would not be allowed 
to state that the daily press of 15th June 
had announced that hundreds of pianos 
were about to arrive from Japan. An 
announcement had appeared in the daily 
press to that effect, and I desired to re- 
print it. I wished to give the public the 
benefit of the knowledge that they could 
get good, cheap Japanese pianos. Why 
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‘ence to the outrageous. censorship un-— be 


nothing about his colleagues—has a: 


should that knowledge be deaiete ee 
T wanted to make known the fact, but. the 4 
censor said, in effect, “ We will not allow 

you to publish 1; because there is an ‘ob 
jectionable context to the statement.” My 
remarks, apparently, were considered to 
be satirical, and, therefore, could not be — 


Soe ': : vhs 


published. This, then, is the state Lor ‘3 : 
human liberty In Australia. inte at rs 
What happened again yesterday? 


Throughout the session I had kept my — 
mouth closed in this House, my desire 
being not to delay the Government in & 
their efforts to win the war. Yesterday 
afternoon, however, I addressed a ques- — 
tion to Mr. Speaker in regard to the me 3 
sence of #00 police,. i 
the basement of this building. © te 
question was published in the Herald hee z: 
fore the censor could overtake and sup- — 
press it. But the morning papers were — 
not permitted to publish it. The ae 

are not to know that there were 500 


police, more or less, in the basement. 


Mr. Poynron.—It is not true that — 
there were 500 police in the basement. 

Mr. ANSTEY.—I was careful to use 
the words ‘‘ more or less.’ Asa a 
ter of fact, the basement. was crowded — 
with police. I went down to have a look — 
at them. I also wished to give the peo- 
ple the information that a fire ee 
was close at hand with about a thousand — 
yards of hose ready to squirt, water on 
the people outside this building. I was 
not allowed however, to make known that ey 
fact to the general public. Why was my 
question suppressed? The answer is that 
the Government did not want the country _ 
to know what was being done in that 
direction. Such absurdities of suppres-— : 
sion do no good to the Cover Tent. or < 
any one else. , = 


There are two fundamental facts wide a 
which I have dealt. The first has refer- 


fairly and improperly exercised, and the ~ 
second relates to the assertions which 3 
have been made as to the extermination — 
of German influence in Australia. es 
That: assertion is a fraud on the public. oe 
German ownership in the industries of 
Australia is as great as it was at the — 
beginning of the war. I do not believe 
that the Prime Minister—I shall say 


real intention of eradicating Germ: 
holdings in the industries of Australi 
Wien hes war is over those in 


aot ee ieee as ey 
fe na ey 2s 
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going back to Germanic companies, and 
he talk that we have heard as to the 
eradication of German influence is the 
biggest flam that was ever perpetrated 
upon a great Democracy. 
_ Mr, RODGERS (Wannon) [5.27].—! 
regret that the Prime Minister was not 
_ present: while the honorable member for 
Capricornia (Mr. Higgs) and the hon- 
- orable member for Bourke (Mr. Anstey) 
_ were addressing the House. It is just 
as well that his absence should be known 
to the public, since it will explain why 
anys statements made by those honor- 
_ able members, and which will go into 
vholesale consumption, were allowed to 
pass unchallenged. 


__ Dealing first of all with the statements 
i made by the honorable member for Capri- 
4 cornia (Mr. Higgs), I may say at once 
“sg that-T do not approve of what I might 
describe as the almost vindictive spirit 
in which he approached the question of 
3 the German metal interests, and the 
- action taken. by the Prime Minister in 
regard to them. At the same time, I 
feel that he has raised a very grave issue, 
the importance of which has been em- 
‘phasized by the honorable member for 
_ Bourke (Mr. Anstey). As one who took 
3 a very keen interest in the efforts made 
to eradicate the Gérman interests in the 
4 Australian metal industry, I feel that the 
t 
4 


country is entitled to know whether or not 
any direct German interests will benefit 
in ‘the use that has been made of our base 

_ metals since the outbreak of the war. The 

whole matter ought to be cleared up. 

. Mr. Hices.—The honorable member 

will admit that the companies to which 

reference has been made are making huge 


profits, and that the shareholders must 
p participate in those profits. 


‘Mr. RODGERS.—As I pointed out 
Baie the honorable member for Bourke 
(Mr. Anstey) was speaking, the market 
~ value of these base metals to-day is very 

fferent from what it was when steps 
were” taken to eradicate the German in- 
~ terests in these companies.. Immediately 


4 


after the outbreak of war there was an 
almost complete dislocation of the 
trade, but soon after it was put on a dif- 
ferent footing. And it is the position at 
Pie: stage which ought to be definitely 
_ cleared up. If the statements which the 
honorable member for Capricornia and the 
honorable member for Bourke have made 
are true in substance, then we have not 
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‘done. 
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tackled this question as we should have 


mentioned a man in the public life of 
Australia who, he said, had, before the 
War, some association with German in- 
terests, 
or connexion the honorable member did 
not tell us, but he went on to say that to- 


day this public man had resumed his for- — 


mer relationship with the German com- 
panies, 
it cannot be allowed to rest where it is. 
If, in Australia, any man during the 
course of this the most bloody war in the 
history of mankind, has allowed himself 
to be associated with enemy interests, then 


the matter cannot be allowed to rest sheet. 


it is. Those responsible for the state- 
ment, as well as the gentleman named, and 
the Prime Minister, who has handled this 


question from the first, cannot allow it to 


stop where it is. 


Coming to the question of the owner- 
ship and value of these shares, there must 
be something wrong with the trusteeship 
which has been set up in respect of those 
shares if residents of Germany are still 
allowed to participate in the profits made 
by the companies concerned as the result 
of the base metal industries of Australia. 
The honorable member for Capricornia 
(Mr. Higgs) made a clear-cut distinction 
between international policy with re- 
gard to territory taken in war and 
the individual rights in property of the 
citizens of belligerent countries. Be- 
tween the two he drew a clear line of de- 
marcation, and I hold that in the trustee- 
ship under discussion an equally clear 
line should be drawn. On the day on 
which these shares were taken over they 
should have been valued, and any subse- 


quent increase in their value should go to 


the Empire, and not to Germany. 
Mr. Ketry.—-Why not go back still 


further, and fix the values | as from the 
dsuthresk of war? 


Mr. 
that, since for a certain time after the 
outbreak of war enemy subjects were 
allowed to hold shares in these companies. 


Mr. Matrsews.—We should take the. 3 


date on which they had the least value. 


Mr. RODGERS.—No; we must deal 
honestly with them. All interests in 
these shares passed from these people as 
from a particular date. 


> 


The honorable member for Bourke — 


’ 
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The nature of that association — 


That is a very grave charge, and — 


RODGERS.—We could not do 


bet 
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Mr. Anstry.—Is the honorable member 
aware that the very substance of the liti- 
gation between certain Germans, the 
Union Company, and Frank Snow was 
the question of valuation ? 


Mr. RODGERS.—I presume that that 
would be the kernel of the whole matter. 
These enemy subjects should be entitled 
to the market value of the shares on the 
day on which they were dispossessed of 
them, and from that date every increment 
resulting from the commercial relations 
between this country and the Imperial 
Government, who have used these base 
metals. should be for the benefit of the 
Empire, and not for that of any German 
subject resident in Germany. 


This matter must be cleared up. I feel 
certain that the Prime Minister will have 
a full and, I hope, a satisfactory state- 
ment to make. Having regard to the 
vigorous action taken by him 

Mr. Huices.—His vigorous 
action. : 

Mr. RODGERS.—I do not want to 
adopt the trend of thought in which the 
honorable member for Capricornia (Mr. 
Higgs) indulged when dealing with this 
matter. A good case is often deprived of 
all its merit when approached in the 
wrong spirit. I shall say no more con- 
cerning this matter. It is a big and a 
dangerous question to discuss as fearlessly 
as the honorable member for Bourke (Mr. 
Anstey) has done, unless one is sure of his 
facts. It is a serious thing to make reck- 
less charges against a public man as to 
his having resumed business relations with 
persons resident in a declared enemy 
country. 

Mr. Awstry.—My Rabaul charges 
were said to be reckless, but they proved 
to be correct. : ; 

Mr. RODGERS.—L hope, though not 
alone for his own sake, that the honorable 
member is absolutely wrong in his charges. 

I now come to a subject that was raised 
in the House yesterday. I refer to the 
unique opportunity that is afforded to 
Australia at the present time to obtain 
some of the blood stock of Britain, which 
is the finest in the world. Tliis is one of 


talk of 


‘the most valuable assets of the Old Coun- 


try, and it has taken not generations, but 
centuries, to create. Unfortunately, 
owing to the war, the studmasters there 
find themselves placed under very re- 
stricted conditions, and they are compelled 


sd 
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to disperse some of the studs in their pos- 
session. Recently, at the instance of your- 
self, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the House con- 
sidered very carefully the question, of — 
blood ‘horse breeding as a sound basis of © 
a defence system. Personally, I have, 
taken much interest in horse breeding, and — 


_I think I can, with all modesty, say that 


if we wish to perpetuate a high type of — 
animal, the foundation must be pure — 
blood. . Many of the great studmasters of © 
the Old Country are men of landed estate; — 
but, with a complete disregard of their 
life’s work, and the work of their fathers © 
before them, they are prepared, in a 
patriotic spirit, to disperse their studs in ~ 
order that the land may be put to the — 
production of corn azd other foodstuffs — 
for the people. Our climate is, perhaps, — 
even better suited for breeding than that — 
of Great Britain, and now, when our 

larders are full, we have, as I say, an ex- - 
cellent opportunity to lay the foundation 

of what ought, in the future, to be the 
greatest studs in the world. . The French 

Government, I may point out, have paid 

as much as £22,000 for one good sire in 

England; and though we do not wish to — 
take advantage of the studmasters at — 
Home in their present circumstances, we — 
should awake to the opportunity that is 
now presented, when these great studs are 

to. be scattered to the four quarters of the 

earth. ' > | 


{ ee; 
I should not appeal so strongly were it 
not a fact that private individuals are, in — 
a great measure, prevented, almost de- 
barred, by the restrictions on shipping 
under the control of the British and Aus- — 
tralian Governments, from themselves — 
embarking on the project. The brains, 
business capacity, and foresight of the — 
studmasters of Australia account for the © 
high standard of our own flocks and — 
herds; and I am sure there is sufficient 
enterprise left to secure further improve- 
ments. I suggest that the Government 
get quickly into communication with the © 
British Government, in order that we may — 
secure a supply of brood mares and sires — 
with which to found what, as I have said, © 
should be the most famous studs the world — 
has even seen. ; Fe 


Mr. KELLY (Wentworth) [5.39].— 
The question of German financial in- 
terests in Australian mineral ventures is — 
one the discussion of which I do not think _ 
any honorable member regrets. When it — 
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owas first raised. the proposal was to force 
a sale of German share holdings through- 
out Australia. I pointed out as forcibly as 
4 I was able to the Minister who was then 
acting for the Prime Minister that the 
action proposed could not help the Aus- 
_ tralian mineral industry, and must inevi- 
- tably help the German shareholders. To 
_ force a sale at a time when the disturb- 

ance of the money market would detri- 

mentally affect the Australian Treasury 

—to what extent I am not in a position to 
_ state—and would give these German share- 
holders the capitalized value of the war 
values of the minerals produced, would 
_ manifestly be bad policy. I suggested 
_ that the proper course to adopt was 
_ for the Government to take some steps 
_ which would insure these German share- 
holders being absolutely debarred from 
_ exercising any influence in the control or 
_ governance of the companies in which 
_ they were shareholders. I have since sug- 
_ gested to the Government that they ought 
either to arrange to credit the public 
trustee with the values of these Ger- 
~ man holdings at the date of the declara- 
_ tion of war, or hold them until after the 
ae and then sell the shares and grant 


the proceeds to the German holders. 


_ Mr. Ropcers.—What about the incre- 
ment at the close of the war? 


Mr. KELLY.—tThe increment after 
the war will in many cases have more 
_ than disappeared, though not where there 
are long-distance British contracts. Per- 
-sonally I should prefer to see the Ger- 
'™ans given the value at the time when 
ne action of their Government placed 
5 them outside the pale of our laws. 

_ Mr. Tuvor.—If*your suggestion were 
adopted, what about the accruing divi- 
__ dends in the meantime? 

' Mr. KELLY.—I do not know that we 
_ are compelled to make provision for 
_ these increases in dividends to go to Ger- 

man shareholders. Germany broke the 
_ world’s peace, and I think German share- 

holders must take their share of the re- 
sponsibility of the German people. So far 
as the capital value of the shares is con- 
cerned, undoubtedly they are entitled 
only to what the shares were worth at 
_ the time that we extended Australian 
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to subsequent increases in dividends, what 
right have these German shareholders to” 
em, considering that their own Govern- 
ent has brought about the intense suf- 
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hospitality to them and their money. As 
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fering to the British and other peoples in 


the world, which the metals produced 
help to avenge. 3 
I have risen this afternoon not so 


much to’ deal with the question of Ger- ~ 
man shareholders as to draw the atten- 
tion of honorable members to what I con- 
sider to be a false step either already 
taken—I am informed it has been ga- 
zetted, though I cannot find the notice— 
or proposed to be taken in connexion 
with another aspect of German owner- 
ship. I refer to ‘‘ good-will’’ in German — 
trade. It is now a considerable time 


‘since I urged upon the Government of 


the day, led by Mr. Fisher, and subse- 
quently on the first Hughes Administra- 
tion, the desirableness of killing German 
good-will here by abolishing the use of 
German trade names and descriptions. 
The House was given to understand that 
that course was to be followed, and, I 
think, with two exceptions it was fol- 
lowed. In one of these cases the per- 
sons who got the licence to produce under 
a German trade name have ceased to use 
it; and now, to my intense astonishment 
and regret, I find it is actually proposed 
to abolish the German copyright in those 
trade names and descriptions, and allow 
any manufacturer in Australia, who de- 
sires to make immediate profit, to 
popularise them by using them _ indis- 
criminately. I cannot imagine any way 
better calculated to help German trade 
good-will in this country. 

The more people we have turning out 
goods under German names and descrip- 
tions, the more surely will Germany pro- 
fit in Australia after the war is over. In 
the drug trade, for instance, the trade 
names are merely coined names for mer- 
cantile dealing in certain well-known com- 
pounds. The ingredients of the drugs 
are thoroughly well known, and there is 
no particular fetish in the trade names. 
But these names have received a value 
because of the great commercial effi- 
ciency of the German agents in this 
country and throughout the world. The 
public have been led to believe there is 
some particular magic in the drug covered 
by the name. There is no magic, but. 
the public believe there is, just as an 
African fetish worshipper believes there 
is some magic in the fetish behind the 
priest. . 

We shall have a whole host of persons 
turning out, for instance, aspirin, and all 
competing in articles under that name. 
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When the war is over, and the Germans 
come here, they will proceed to sell the 
drug under the name which they have 
popularised. Their agents will say, 


‘Now we offer you the real original _ 


article’’; and there is no doubt that 
the Australian public will flock to buy 
what is offered. As a very reason- 
able course, which the Government ought 
to have followed on its own initiative 
nearly two years ago, I have suggested 
that we get into touch with the British 
Government, and all the allied Govern- 
ments, and arrive at a common list of 
synonyms for all these drugs. 

Dr. Matonry. — Sellers ought to be 


compelled to put the real name of the 


drug on the article. 

Mr. KELLY. — Occasionally that is 
too long, as, for instance, in the case of 
aspirin, the formula of which is acetyl- 
salicylic acid. Ags a matter of fact, 
there is no particular reason why 
we should not call a drug what we 
choose; and I would point out that one 
synonym for this drug, suggested in Syd- 
ney, was eutosal. If we could arrange 
with all the allied peoples that particular 
drugs shall be sold in allied countries 
only under synonyms fixed upon, we 
should at one stroke of the pen, while 
the war is still on, wipe out existing Ger- 
man good-will in the trade for ever. 

Mr. Anstey.—How would that affect 
us after the war when, as you say, the 
Germans would come here with the 

‘genuine ”’ article? 

‘Mr, KELLY .—The Genes could not 
play that old trick, because it would be 
against the law to sell under the old 
name. What I desire is to kill German 
good-will, and I suggest legalizing short 
synonyms under which alone, by law, the 
ingredients in the compounds shall be 
sold. | 

Mr. Herrmann.—That is already in 
force in Western Australia. 


Mr. KELLY. — But there is no law 
which can prevent goods being sold under 
any name, so long as the ingredients are 
disclosed. 


Mr. Herrmann.—So long as the ingre- 
‘dents are known to the Department. 

Mr. KELLY.—The average member 
of the public would be scarcely sufficiently 
informed to know the names of the in- 
gredients, and he would choose the com- 


pound with the name of which he was 
familiar, 
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so exploited to its detriment as in the 


to expose the futility of that argument, — 


engaged in~a life and death struggle, 


The beat ans to deal with the thing 
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Mr. Herrmann. —At the Panama oe . 
hibition every patent medicine and drug — 
had to have the full names of the ingre- — 
dients displayed on the bottle or POCe SE, ze 

Mr. KELLY.—That ig quite right. . 

Mr. Heitmann.—And that plan nage 4 
been adopted by a Select Committee of” & 
the House of Commons. fe 

Mr. KELLY.—I_ think fhe tha ae 
should have been done by democracies Ss 
at. the beginning, and not left until this 
period. In nothing has the public been — 


selling of quack medicines, the misuse of a 
which, in many cases, does more harm — 
than the drugs properly applied could do 
good. But I am not dealing with that ~ 
aspect of the matter now; my aim is the ~ 
killing in this country of German good-— 4 
will in drugs. The only argument with 
which I have been met is that the terms 
of peace will decide these things. 


and to warn honorable members against — “4 
being too optimistic about the conditions — 
of peace. It is ludicrous to say, when — 


‘* Put. this matter off until we have the ‘ 
other side down.’’ We have a chance — 
now, by mere secretarial action, to da. 


lasting good to our own people, and last- 5 


ing damage to our enemies. Why, then, 4 
wait for the conclusion of peace? I do~ 
not want: my words to be exaggerated or — 
misunderstood, but I venture to say that — 

any concession obtained by nirtaorheneae 

from Germany for the destruction of her — 
post-war trade will be the most difficult 
that we can extort from her. To talk of — _ 
such things at a peace conference will be — 
the surest way of consolidating German — 
opinion against peace,” I believe that!, as 
the pressure of war becomes more ae 
more intolerable in Germany, we shall — 
gain unofficial allies there in the great pro- — 
ducing and manufacturing interests which a 
are threatened with utter ruin. Those 
connected with such industries will shortly — 
begin—if they have not already started 
—to influence their Government in favour iy 
of peace. But we shall drive them into — 
the other camp, and make them, for (hae s 
own preservation, implore their Govern- — 
ment) to wage the war to the. bitter end, a 
if we try to get what we want in this — 
matter by arrangement with — -Germai 
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- Why not use it? If we use it, German 
- goodwill in the drug trade will disappear 
4 for all time, and cannot be built up anew. 
_ German merchants will not: be able to say 
after the war, ‘‘ This is the original secret 
preparation, the only valid drug.’’ They 
will have to sell their drugs under our 
__ trade names, stating as well, if you like, 
the formula of every preparation, and 
they will have to compete with Austra- 
_ lian manufacturers on fair terms. There 
will be no resurrected fetish, to be used 
_ to their advantage. 
Mr. Herrmann.—The Australian manu- 
-facturer is as big an offender as the Ger- 
-man manufacturer. | 
Mr. KELLY.—He is not so efficient an 
_ offender. 
_ Mr. Herrmann.—lIt is not for lack of 
desire. 
_ Mr. KELLY.—My present objecti is 
the public good in this matter. Per- 
sonally, I would put the Australian 
manufacturers on the same plane as 
all others by requiring them to state 
- their formule. But I want the Govern- 
ment, now, to say under what names 
these articles shall be sold. If that is 
done throughout the allied countries we 
- shall kill for all time the preying on the 
ignorance and credulity of the masses, 
_ which has brought great gain to Germany. 
' I urge the Government to take immediate 
action. The only answer that I have re- 
- ceived to my most recent representations 
on the subject! is that the matter will re- 
-eéive consideration, The Attorney- 
General’s Department is so congested that 
very little gets beyond that stage there. 
_. Mr. Fenton.—There is too much work 


a ow 


_ for one man. 
- Mr. KELLY.—That is’so. It is not 
_ right to put on the shoulders of Sir Robert 
- Garran the preliminary investigation of 
all these matters. Nor should the over- 
loaded Prime Minister have to grapple 
with the supreme responsibility in all 
_ these matters. What is needed is more 
_ action and less protestation. If action 
_ be taken on the lines that I suggest, our 
Allies will see its value, and we shall, by 
* putting it into effect, do more-harm to 
German trade than could be done by 
_ making speeches from now until the pro- 
_ elamation of peace. 
Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [5.56].— 
It was my misfortune not to be present 
during the earlier part of the speech of 
the honorable member who has just sat 
down (Mr. Kelly), but if it was as good 


Ly’ 3 A 4 


[15 Aveusr, 1917.] 


(Formal). 1171 


“as that portion which I heard I compli- 


ment the honorable member upon having 
made the best speech that I have heard 
him deliver. I know something of the 
work that he has done in exposing the 
actions of certain German concerns here 
in regard to which the Government have 
not been so firm as he and I could have 
wished. From my student days at St. 
Mary’s, I have advocated the nationaliza- 
tion of medicine, and I should like the 
Government to insist that no medicine 
shall be sold in Australia unless its com- 
plete formula is stated on the bottle con- 
taining it. 

Mr. Herrmann.—I introduced a provi- 
sion to that effect in the Western Aus- 
tralian Parliament, and it was twice de- 
feated in the Upper House. 

Dr. MALONEY.—That increases my 
respect for the honorable member. Per- 
haps in the future we may together ad- 
vance this matter. I have, ever since my 
student days, resented the giving of fic- 
titious names to medicines. This dis- 
guises their value, because it makes it im- 
possible to ascertain the bed-rock prices 
of the drugs of which they are composed. | 
In my student days I advocated the na- 
tionalization of the public health, and [I 
do it still in my advanced years. A man’s 
health is more to him than his houses or 
lands, and should not be treated as casu- 
ally as it is often treated now. A man 
who is earning from £3 to £4 per week 


‘will frequently continue at work although 


unwell, because, unless a member of a 
friendly society, he cannot afford medical — 
advice and the loss of time which treat- 
ment involves. Those who have experi- 
ence of animals know that horses, dogs, 
cattle, and sheep lie down when they are 
ill. They do not, like human beings, force 
themselves to work. No drug should be 
permitted to be sold under a name which 
will impart to it mysterious properties. 
Let the formula be on the bottle, and let 
the price of the drugs that are used be 
known. Many years ago the firm of Roth- 
schild increased the price of mercury and 
iodide of potash to such an extent that 
the Lock Hospital at which I was then 
an officer was unable to buy sufficient 
iodide of potash, then the accepted 
and best cure for that terrible disease 
syphilis, but, because of this accursed 
war, and TI _ believe, too, of men’s 
greed for gold, the price of these drugs 
is even higher to-day than it was at the 
time of which I speak. Iodide of potash 
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was 20s. per lb. then, but there are drugs 
whose price in Australia has increased 
1,700 per cent. during the present war. 
This is an infamy. 

Mr. Herrmann.—Drugs are being used 
by the people that are positively dan- 
gerous. | 

Dr. MALONEY.—Doctors are sup- 
posed to know more about the action of 
drugs than do ordinary people, and it is 
rarely that they ‘take drugs themselves. 
But often, when a doctor tells a patient 
not to take medicine, but merely to follow 
his advice regarding rules of diet and con- 
duct, that patient loses faith in him, and 
calls in some one else. 

Mr. HEITMANN. —Or runs to a patent 
medicine. 

Dr. MALONEY.—Yes. For the last 
quarter of a century I have been advocat- 
ing the affixing to each bottle of medicine 
of the formula of the preparation.’ I hbe- 
lieve that I was the first student in my 
hospital to advocate the nationalization of 
medicine, but now some of the greatest 
minds that have illumined the practice of 
surgery and medicine hold that it should 
be under control. The Government should 
adopt a strong hand in regard to the prac- 
tice of drug taking. I would not allow 
any drug to be sold except under its pro- 
per formula. Every honorable member 
must have had experience of the sad 
effects of the drug habit. That habit is 
increased, I think, by the mystery attach- 
ing to certain names. I hope that in the 
future no firm will be able to sell drugs 
under the name of a patent medicine, but 
that the formula must be stated in every 
ease. This will do much to prevent the 
accursed drug habit by tearing away the 
veil of mystery that now surrounds many 
preparations. lI hope that when the tur- 
moil of this war has ceased we shall na- 
tionalize medicine. Health is too sacred 
a thing to be at the mercy of any 

man. Thank God, there are very few 
doctors who are not beyond reproach! 
There is no profession in the world with 
so large a percentage of men in it in- 
terested in the welfare of mankind. That 

_ profession certainly does give to 1, 2, 
or 3 per cent. of its practitioners op- 
portunities to benefit 
the expense of their fellows, and to 
utilize the exigencies of the war to ex- 
tort high prices. I hope that, if it should 
be necessary, all the profits that the 
exigencies of the war have permitted the 
holders of pre to obtain, will be taken 
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and if the Government would res: in the | 
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from ther. If I could sway the Govern 
ment, I would urge them to take ever 
every increase in the price of drugs (hats 4 
has not been brought about actually by i 
the war. I hope I can impress on the — 
minds of honorable members that heaith — 
is a sacred quality, and that no rom 
should be sold under a name unless the 
formula is on the bottle. Thus, the 
friends of those who are the victims of the ; 
drug habit can see when those unfortu- — 
nates are taking too large quantities | of. 
drugs, and can advise them to give up hag 
habit. I would like to see the Govern- 4 
ment control the whole of the drug in- © 
dustry. For a quarter of a century I 
have been advocating the nationalization — 
of medicine. Health is too sacred a a 
matter to be exploited in order to sell 
secret remedies, or for purposes which the — 
Germans have shown themselves facile ~ 4 
princeps in employing. < 
Mr. Grywn.—One of the difficulties is - 
that we can only deal with the imports. 4 
Dr. MALONEY.—Surely some regu- 
lation could be framed under the War 4 
Precautions Act to deal with them. The — 
House would support the Government in ~ 
that action. We should be able to con- — 
trol everything from the time that it 4 


comes through the Customs.House until — 


it is sold. We should not permit it to 

be adulterated or interfered with in any ~ 
way before it reaches the buyer in a ? 
State. If we have not the necessary legis- — 
lation, let us pass it, so that this Parlia- — 
ment, which is the dominant. Parliament * 
in the Commonwealth, may have control — 
over these matters. It is ridiculous that i; 
any article should be permitted to come a 


into the community and be injuriously — 


adulterated, and that the Commonwealth © 
should have no control over the article. 2 
once it has passed through the Customs. 
Mr. Grynn.—We can control the im- 
ports, and there are many regulations on ~ 
the matter under the Trades ‘Description + 
Act. i 
Dr. MALONEY.—Many things that <a 
are sold are very different from what they ea 
were when they were imported. The more © 


stringent the law can be made in that re- 
gard, the more pleased will any honest _ 
man be. Money, buildings, and wealth — 
are nothing in comparison with that God- : 
given power which we know as healih ; 
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- matter of the nationalization of medicine, 
they would have no keener follower than 
myself, even though I should be sitting 
in Opposition. I trust that the words of 
the honorable member for Wentworth 
(Mr. Kelly) will bear fruit. I hope that 
the Government will give consideration to 
the matter; and I trust that we will fol- 
low the splendid lead that Western Aus- 
_ tralia has set. Every Australian should 
have a fair chance of living a healthy and 
- long life. 
Mr. PIGOTT (Calare) [6.11].— 
Several young fellows living in the Calare 
electorate have passed the necessary 
examinations to qualify them for com- 
missions in the Australian Imperial Force, 
but, as they were not twenty-three years 
of age at the time of qualifying for the 
position of second lieutenant, they were 
prevented from holding commissions. Not 
wishing to enlist as privates, they had to 
retire from. the Australian Imperial 
Force, but many of them paid their own 
_ fares to the Old Country, and, on arriving 
there, received commissions in the In- 
’ perial Army. In fact, I understand, 1,000 
_ young Australians have done so; but they 
_ prefer to work with Australians, and to 
lead Australians at the Front. The Im- 
 perial Government permits officers twenty- 
one years of age to hold rank at the Front, 
but the minimum age is twenty-three 
years in connexion with the Australian 
Imperial Force. I do not know why this 
_ discrimination exists. Twoor three of these 
young fellows cabled to me recently ask- 
.ing me to do my level best to get the 
Federal Government to remove the pro- 
hibition against their employment as 
officers of the Australian Imperial 
Force, on account of their not being 
_ twenty-three years of age. They are 
- anxious to join the Australian Forces, and 
to lead Australians at the Front. If the 
Imperial Government will allow lieu- 
tenants twenty-one years of age to lead 
-men, why should we not fall into line? 
‘There should be some co-ordination in 
_ this matter. | 
This afternoon I submitted a question 
in regard to the attacks which were made 
_ yesterday afternoon on the room in which 
the One-Woman-One-Recruit League 
‘meets in Melbourne. There are about 260 
ladies in that league. Each member en- 
deayours to secure one recruit for the 
Australian Imperial Force, and having 
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secured him, looks after his welfare and 
the welfare of his parents, wife, or chil- 
dren, and follows him after he leaves 
Australia, supplying him with papers and 
parcels, and so forth. I was astonished 
on reading the paper this morning to se@” 
that any set of people in Australia would 
so far forget themselves as to attack this 
very patriotic band of women. Yet the 
so-called pacifists, who assembled outside 
Parliament House yesterday, made @ 
wicked and malicious attack on the mem- 


bers of this league, who had assembled ~ ! 


in their room for the best of worthy 
purposes. Mrs. Brock, a lady who lost 
her husband at Gallipoli last year, and 
who has five children, was very roughly 
handled by a crowd who broke in on them. 
The Government should afford these 
women sufficient protection. In my 
opinion those who broke into the league’s 
room should not have been permitted to 
leave. They should have been arrested 
and called to account for their action. 
The Government ought to take the mat- 
ter into serious consideration, because the 
One-Woman-One-Recruit League is an 
association which has the best of objects, 
and is one that should be encouraged in 
every shape or form. } | 


Mr. MATHEWS (Port Melbourne) 
[6.18].—This afternoon we have heard a 
creat deal about German interests and 
German names. I agree that. the Ger- 
man who gives trouble should not receive 
the benefit of having his shares held for 
him and sold at a high figure, but it is 
hard to fix the right price for a Ger- 
man’s shares. If we fix a pre-war-time 
the shares may be worth less now. If 
we fix on a certain price after the war 
the shares may be made worth more then 
than they were before the war. The 
only thing is to deal with each case on 
its merits. I suggest that the best way 
in which to-fix the German and injure 
him is to take the lowest price where- 
ever it is. In common with many others, 
I considered that the Prime Muinister, 
when he dealt with the metal question, 
had done a great stroke for the people of 
Australia. When the war broke out our 
metal industry looked to be in a very 
bad position, but the Prime Minister 
called a conference, and came to the re- 
lief of the industry, and everything was 
supposed to go on smoothly. The Ger- 
man interest was to be wiped out, and 
the Britishers were to receive the benefit 
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of the profits. It is very evident, how- 
ever, that this did not take place. From 
what we learn from the honorable mem- 
ber for Bourke (Mr. Anstey) nothing 
has been. settled; nothing of a tangible 
character has been done to see that the 
Prime Minister’s intention was carried out. 
I am one of those who hope that some- 
thing will be done in that direction, be- 
cause, with our knowledge of German 
instinct for business, I feel certain that 
those shareholders will see that their in- 
terests are safeguarded. I Yemember 
speaking at a meeting one night in coms 
mendation of the action of the Prime 
Minister in arranging to oust the Germans 
from the metal industry, and to insure 
the predominance of British control... An 
individual whom I had never met before 
spoke after me and smote me hip and 
thigh, and asked me to point out the 
difference between exploitation by the 
German capitalists and exploitation by 
the British capitalists. He said he would 
just as soon be starved by a German as 
by a Britisher. He evidently knew a good 
deal about the metal trade, because he 
showed that by the arrangement made by 


the Prime Minister the opportunity would | 


still remain for Germans to receive bene- 
fits from their interests in the metal 
trade, whilst the British or neutral 


shareholder would be able to make for- 


tunes out of the people. We know that 
since the. outbreak of war the prices of 
metals have risen enormously. The cost 
of production, we are told, fixes the prices 
of commodities, but that was not the 


governing factor i in connexion with the in- 


crease in the price of metals, and my 
critic on that occasion was right. when he 
charged me with having supported a Prime 
Minister who had not considered the in- 
terests of the people. At that time I 
was a supporter of the Prime Minister, 
and I understood that the arrangement 
he had made would insure that whilst the 
Germans got no benefits from the metal 
industry, neither would other capitalists 
be allowed to exploit the people. Instead 
of that being the effect of the Govern- 
ment policy, the metal companies have 
been allowed to make large fortunes. 

Mr. Bamrorp.—The small fossicker on 
the tin-fields who brings his metal to the 
store in a small canvas bag is quite satis- 
fied with the price he gets. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—That man may be 
all right; but I am alluding to the em- 
ployees on the large mines who, when they 


(REPRESENTATIVES.] 


ment. 


Ne pes 2 
' - ee: 
Seley, 

+ 


ox & ep ..s 


“(ormaly, 


E pprbacleed fue owners for bettas me 
on account of the increased cost of living, | 
were refused because the profits which the 
companies had made were needed to pay — 
the war-time profits tax. I am -SOrTy — 
to say that if the Bill now before the © 
House is passed in its present form Bait 
will not pay those profits to the Govern- 
The Prime Minister has yet to 
answer the charge made to-day by the 
honorable member for Bourke (Mr. ‘ 
Anstey), and we desire an assurance that ~ 
whilst the Government are preventing the — 
Germans from getting benefits from our — 
metal industries during the war, they will — 
also see that the men to whom the law 
has given an opportunity of earning big” 
profits shall not exploit the people. = 
agree with the man who said that it woulda 

be just as well to be starved by a Germaam 
capitalist as by a British capitalist. I am 
willing to prevent the German capitalist — 
from making money out of the horror that 
is taking place in Europe, for whilst many ~ 
of my party do not agree that the Ger-— 

mans were responsible for the war, I say 3 
they were. At the same time, I pee that i 
British capitalists ought not to be a owed — 

to make the enormous profits that are : 
being made out of the metal industry — 

owing to the arangement which the Prime : 
Minister made in the interests of the 
British people. No Government will be © 

doing its duty which does not look sone: 
carefully into this. matter, with a view, 

firstly, to preventing Germans getting the — 

benefit of the Australian conditions which — 

they are fighting to destroy, and, secondly, 

to insure that the British or neutral 

capitalists shall not amass fortunes by | 

reason of the conditions brought about de 

the war. ¥ 
Sitting ined from 6.30 to 7. v8 p. Ma ; 


Mr. MATHEWS.—It is very evident 2 
that German interests are reaping profits — 
from the metal trade of Australia, and — 
that no official system has yet been devised 
to prevent their doing so. The moneyed 
interests which control the metal shows of 
Australia are amassing .large profits. 
They are securing large dividends, and are 
also placing large amounts to reserve 
funds, ostensibly to meet their that the 
profits taxation. I am surprised that thd 
Treasurer, knowing that all this ‘money. 
has been banked, ready to meet i de- 
mands, does not propose to take it. — Fie Hee 


Sir Joun Forrest. We, shall get all 


we can. 
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j Mr. MATHEWS.—I believe I can ex- 
- plain why no full and complete action has 
_ been taken to prevent German interests 

reaping these profits. We all know that 
_ the large moneyed interests of the world 
- move within certain circles. If, for in- 
_ stance, it was proposed to float a railway 
company in the Old World, the pros- 

pectus would be placed on the market 
in which it is known that the railway 

moneyed circle operates. Again, if it were 

proposed to float a gold-mine, the pro- 
_ moters would go to the circle which deals 
_ in gold-mining ventures; or if a big elec- 
trical company were to be floated, the 
peat would go to the market in 
_ which the big electrical investors operate. 
- There is also a very large circle which 
_ deals only with metals. If the shares held 
_ by Germans in the Australian metal com- 
panies were sold with the object of ridding 
Australia of the German interest, the very 
_ circle which held those shares would re- 
purchase them. We have in Victoria a 
body or syndicate or company of men 
headed by Mr. Baillieu, who is, ad- 
mittedly, one of the best financiers in 
Australia, and whose advice was sought 
_ by the Government when we were con- 
sidering the financial situation at the 
_ outbreak of the war. He is largely in- 
_ terested in the metal industry, and it is 
understood that he represents German 
money handled by the metal section. If 
these shares that were held by Germans 
were sold to-morrow, would we have any 
assurance ‘that German money would not 
again be invested in them? .Try as we 


_ German interest. I need not enter into 

a discussion of the way in which German 
_ interests are bound up and interwoven with 
_ the various metal companies; it is well 
_ known that it is impossible to separate 
_ them from the other moneyed interests of 


the world. That is one reason why this: 


- question has not been handled as it should 
_ have been. Why then should we not 
_ candidly make this admission? Why do 
we not say that all the talk as to the 
_ eradication of German interests in the 

metal industries of Australia was so much 
_ make-believe, with the object of raising 
false hopes in the minds of the people 
and to enable the moneyed interests in- 
volved in the trade to reap larger 
profits than before. I am very pleased 
that this question has been raised to-day. 


ible that the Ministry should refrain 
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- will, we cannot hope to get rid of this. 


In view of what has been said, it is im- 
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from making a plain statement. on the 
subject. oe 


I wish now to say a few words in re 
gard to the great war. It is quite un- 
necessary that I should explain, at the 
outset, that my British sympathies are as 
strong as those of 
belong to a race that 
it is never beaten; but 
be folly on our part not to recognise that 
there are other races who entertain the 
same feeling with regard to themselves. 
This horrible war is going on, and a man 
dare not raise his voice on the question 
of peace terms lest he be called a pro- 
German. That is the position in every 
British community. It is nonsense, how- 
ever, for us to say that we are going to 
bring the German to his knees. Reading 
between the lines, I believe that he has 
had enough, and is willing to accept 
peace; but I do not believe that we can 
hope to enter Berlin within the next de- 
cade. In these circumstances, why should 
a large section of the people, and their 
representatives, insist on saying, “ We are 
going to bring the German to his knees, 
and will not talk of peace until we do’? 
I think the British Government made a 
big mistake in refusing to allow represen- 
tatives of Labour in Great Britain to 
meet Labour representatives of other 
countries at the Stockholm Conference. 
It is quite possible that no benefit may 
result from that Conference, but I think, 
nevertheless, that Labour in Great 
Britain should have been represented at 


feels 


it. The working section of the British 


Empire are just as strong in their-love of 
country, and just as patriotic as are the 
workers of any other land, and their re- 
presentatives at such a Conference would 
take care that their love of country was 
upheld. 

“Mr. Picorr.—Could: that not be done 
by their representatives in Parliament? 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Apparently the 


whole matter has got beyond Parliaments. 


Every one seems to be afraid even to sug- 
gest peace terms, lest such a suggestion — 
shouldbe interpreted as a sign of weak- _ 
ness. 

Sir Joun Forrest.—The honorable 
member does not seem to be afraid. 

Mr, MATHEWS.—I admit that Min- 
isters, who occupy a more responsible 
position than I do, could not be expected 
to say what I may say, I should like to 


» 
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know whether the British Government 
and our Allies are determined that there 
shall be no peace until the Germans sue 
on their knees for it, or until the Allied 
Forces enter Berlin. If they are, then I 
am afraid that at least another 1,000,000 
lives will be sacrificed, and much more 
misery and starvation will have to be en- 
dured. 

Mr. Roperrs.—What effect does the 
honorable member think an opinion ex- 
pressed by him or by myself in this House 
will have on those, 13,000 miles away, 
who are charged with the responsibility 
of determining when the war shall cease? 

Mr. MATHEWS.—That is quite be- 
side the question. If we were to refrain 
from speaking on any subject until we 
were sure our words would have some 
effect, then I am afraid we should have 
but few reforms. It is not for me to 
attempt to lay down peace terms; but 
those who have the destinies of the whole 
world in their hands should make some 
statement as to the terms on which they 
would consider peace proposals. That 
would not be unmanly on their part, nor 
would it lead the Germans to believe that 
we felt we were beaten, or were craving 
for peace. The first.and paramount con- 
dition of peace should be that a repetition 
of the horrors of war shall be rendered 
impossible. : 

Mr. Corsrr.—The best way to secure 
that is to beat the Germans. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—Admittedly; but 
does the honorable member seriously be- 
lieve, as some do, that we can hope to 
beat the Germans to their knees? Above 
all other things, after this war there 
should be no more large standing armies 
or fleets. Let us think for a moment of 
the indebtedness we in Australia shall 


have incurred in connexion with the pre- - 


sent war. If, after the war is over, we 
are still to maintain a large standing 
army and a big fleet, with all their appur- 
tenances, the taxation of the Common- 
wealth will be enormous. The obligations 
that we have already to meet are such 
as to strain the skill of the financiers of 
Australia for many years. If, when this 
war is over, we are to have a 
large army and a big fleet, with 
,  dockyards, naval bases, and so forth, 
the position will be preposterous. Bri- 
tain and her Allies should tell Ger- 
many that this fight will go on until we 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] (Formal). 
‘are assured ‘that there’ will be no possi- § 


‘the war in which we have been so long — 


~ of coloured men. 


bility of any more horrors such as — 


engaged. [hen they should say to Ger- — 
many, ‘‘ You brought about this horror. — 
You overran Belgium, Serbia, and a ~ 
large part of France, carrying devasta- 
tion wherever you went. You shall make ~ 
reparation for every tree and house you ~ 
wantonly destroyed.”? That should be — 
the second condition of peace. Astothe — 
acquisition of territory, I am going to ~ 
make a statement, which I do not expect — 
will receive the commendation of the — 
House. It is this: That the captured 
German colonies near Australia are not — 
worth fighting about. They are not 
worth considering. 

Mr. Corser.—They will be of great 
importance in the future. an 

Mr. MATHEWS.—We already have — 
Papua, and are not putting it to any use © 
except as a buffer to Australia. It is of — 
no use to the Commonwealth so far as its _ 
occupation by white men is concerned. — 
And so I say that the question of the re- 
tention of captured German territories _ 
could be readily settled. The time may 


Ps 
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‘come when we shall be glad to have on ~ 


the islands near our shores white instead — 
The friends of to-day 
are the enemies of to-morrow, and vice 
versa. ie 
I have been suggesting what I think 
might be put forward as our minimum 
peace terms. As to Poland and Alsace- | 
Lorraine, the question of what shall be — 
done with them is on all fours with that of — 
the question of Home Rule for Ireland. — 
It should be left to the people of those — 
countries to deal with, and not to the — 
consideration of men who have not for — 
those particular countries the feelings — 
that their own people have. I maintain ~ 
that Britain and her Allies would not © 
show any sign of weakness in demanding 
what I have sugested as minimum peace 
terms. J would not have peace for one ~ 
jot less. As to conquered territory, the ~ 
British, in times gone by, have been just — 
as flagrant in their actions, and just as 
much to blame, as have other countries. — 


Tt is high time that we considered the — 


matter. Millions of men are being killed — 
and maimed ; and yet those of us who talk — 
of peace are charged with being pro-Ger- — 
mans. We should suggest terms of peace, — 
showing the irreducible minimum that we — 
can accept, always providing for repara- — 


tion for the injury done I know a shall 
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be asked whether we are not to impose 


some punishment on Germany for the kill- 


“quite at rest! 


ing of Nurse Cavell, Captain Fryatt and 
others, and demand, as civilized communt- 
ties, reparation for actions of that sort. 
Sir Wrtiram’ Irvine.—You may be 
I think that after your 
speech nobody is going to be bothered to 
ask anything! 

Mr. MATHEWS.—I think that re- 


_ mark is quite unbecoming on the part of 


not funny or sarcastic. 
terjection is intended to belittle me and 


the honorable member, who, as a rule, is 
I suppose the in- 


my opinions. 
Sir WitiiaM IrvinE.—The man who 


talks peace in this war is giving weapons 
- to the enemy.. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—The _ honorable 
member will agree with me that we are 
fighting only for peace. We hear the bald 
statement that we must ‘‘ bring Germany 
to her knees,’’ and it is apparently forgot- 
ten that, in the process, millions more will 
be killed and maimed. If we can attain 
all that is necessary for humanity without 
this slaughter, why not do so? When a 
man takes the attitude that I do now, he 
is, as I say, regarded as pro-German, or 
his intelligence is doubted. Personally, 


I do not care if my intelligence is doubted, . 


nor do I care if I am charged with being 
pro-German, for those who know me best 
will not believe it. In common with 
others, I have friends at the Front; and 1 


_ know that day after day fresh armies are 


sent there, with the sole object of ultimate 


peace, and the punishment of those who 


end now, why not? 


If we can attain that 
If we continue fight- 


caused the war. 


ing on it will certainly leave us open to 


the charge, so frequently made, that this 


is only a trade and commercial war. I do 


not believe it is a trade war as far as 
Britain is concerned. 


Mr. JoserH Coox.—Who is suggesting 


that it is? 


Mr. MATHEWS.—We hear talk to 


- that effect every day—about making pro- 


vision for after the war, how we shall 
treat the Germans, and so forth. Much 
of that might be very well left unsaid, for 
the main thing is to finish the war. I can 
understand the feelings of honorable mem- 
bers towards myself, for I have exactly 


similar feelings towards those who talk 
of peace without reparation. It is a ques- 
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tion of degree; and, in my opinion, the 

view I take is the more sane one, | 
Mr. Ropcers.—What is your proposal ? 
Mr. MATHEWS. — The Germans 


ought, straight out, to be offered terms of >. 


peace, providing for assurances for the 
future, with an international undertaking 
that there shall be no more standing 
armies or wars, and, further, that full 
reparation shall be made for the devasta- 
tion of Belgium, France, Servia and other 
countries. | 7 

Mr. Corsrr.—What would such a guar- 
antee be worth? 

Mr. MATHEWS.—If an international 
arrangement of the kind were made, with 
all the countries in it, the self-interest of 
each nation would prevent any repetition 
of the actions of Germany. Does any one 
believe that if Germany could go back 
to July, 1914, she would again inflict these 
horrors on the world? People talk of 
‘bringing Germany to her knees,’’ but 
the Germans are like ourselves ; if they are 
beaten, they decline to admit it. Now that 
the United States of America have entered 
the conflict the whole civilized world is in- 
volved, the small European neutrals being 
kept out only by fear. In my opinion, 
there will be no more ‘‘ scraps of paper,’’ 
because no country would dare to do in 
the future what Germany has done in this 
connexion. I will leave the matter at 
that. 

Sir Joun Forrest.—Hear, hear! 

Mr. MATHEWS.—From the tone of 
that “hear, hear,” I should say that the 
Treasurer has responsibility he has not 
yet recognised—responsibility of a moral 
character as well as responsibility to the 
moneyed side of life. 


Sir Jonn Forrest.—You are doing 
yourself a lot of harm! 


Mr. MATHEWS.—I will take all the 
responsibility; and I remind the right 
honorable gentleman that, in the past, he 
has expressed opinions, and performed 
actions, which, to all appearances, would 
do him a lot of harm, but he has never 
feared to face the music. . I believe that 
the majority of the people of Germany 
are taught by their Governments and 
their newspapers that the Allies wish to 
enslave them after the war, and, with a 
view to an early peace, I wish them to 
know of the true facts of the position. 


Mr. PALMER (Echuca) [8.8].—I de- 
sire to draw attention to a very specious 


a ches 


honorable members generally, 
of a circular 


a single British 
registered in Great 


one share each, 


“us at the present time. 
if it did not come from the Dutch 
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letter, apparently a circular letter, eman- 
ating from the British Imperial Oi] Com- 
pany. It contains the following :— — 

There are very many Australians employed 
in the preparation and handling of “ Shell” 
benzine. 

The output is ever increasing, and, of course, 
the number of our own people employed _ in- 
creases in proportion. 

Mr. Tupvor—Have other 
members received similar 
have not. ; 

Mr. PALMER.—I cannot speak as to 
but the 
communication has all the appearances 
letter. This company, 

‘* British,’ has not 
shareholder. It is 

Britain, and there 
are half-a-dozen men there who own 
the object, of » course, 
being to legalize the formation of the com- 
pany. In proportion to the very large 
business that the company does, there are 
very few Australians employed by it. The 
company does employ 17,000 Malays. 

Mr. Tupor.—Not in Australia? 


Mr. PALMER.—No. It also employs 


honbrabls 
letters? I 


although | called 


22,000 Chinese, while the total number of 


whites employed is, approximately, 300. 


Under such conditions as these the com- 
_ pany seeks to secure the trade of the 
_ people of Australia. 


This is a “ British ” 
company in name, but it is not a British 


company in essence; and the statement 


that it gives large employment to Aus- 
tralians is absolutely without justification. 

The importation of Shell benzine to 
Australia, which is claimed to be of great 
value and importance to this country, is 


really to the disadvantage of the pro- 


ducers of Australia; and that is a fact 
which I wish to drive home. The total 


imports of this stuff from the Dutch East 


Indies is, approximately, 50,000 tons a 
year. This, of course, is not a large 
trade; but, still, we ought to secure all 
the outward shipping possible. The com- 


-modity is brought in tank steamers to our 


ports, where it is pumped into tanks on 
the shore, employing practically no 
labour. The vessels then pump water in 
for ballast, and go away without any of 
the produce of Australia. 

Shipping is, of ali things, essential to 
This benzine, 


East Indies, would certainly: come from 


gs the United States of spe ase alae 


is now in alliance with ourselves, I am 
very glad to know that the present Go- | 
vernment are seeking to make shipping ~ 
arrangements by which there will be a — 
considerable increase in the importations + 
from America, If, in addition to other — 
imports, these vessels from America. — 
brought the petrol and benzine we re-— 
quire, they would be available for < 
veying our wheat and other produce to: | 
the markets of the world. @ 

Mr. Corser.—The frais in oil rou: 
an inducement for the vessels to come: ss 

ere, 

Mr. PALMER.—That is so. I ven-— 
ture to think that, if we inquired, 7 
should find that the employees who are. 
spoken of as Australians could be really 
classified, for the most part, as Dutch. Of 
course, it is very questionable whether 
they are really Dutch, because there has — 
been much transferring from one nation- — 
ality to another in order to meet war con= 
ditions. At any rate, they are not true 
sons of Australia, but of alien race. The. 
letter goes on to say— 

We sell “Shell” benzine for profit, and vine 
buy it for profitable use, but it is a pleasant — 
reflection to think that others in our own : 
country benefit by your supporting the only — 
spirit imported in bulk and packed in Austra~ 5 
lian- oe tins pnd cases. cS 
Is ita “ pleasant reflection ” to sietsbke thnt, 
in buying this benzine, we are benefiting 


s 
a 


alien races? My object i is to let the public — 


know the facts, for then the advantage of — 
closer trading relations with our Allies i in | 
the United States of America would be — 
appreciated. I believe that these people 
are more sympathetic with our enemies — 
than with us, and if our enemies were to — 
determine to enlarge the sphere of their 
submarine warfare, it would be most ad- 
vantageous to them to be able to geti from > ; 
these neutrals on the high seas the first sh 
essential to the working of a submarine. — 
This is a big consideration. I hope thatl % 
the Government, when it has concluded — 
arrangements with our Ally, the United - 
States of America, for working in unison — 
in regard to shipping, will say, ‘“ We 2 
shall not allow produce to come to this — 
country except in cargo ships suitable for 
the conveyance of our Pere to re 
parts of the world.”’ 


Mr. West.—tThe oil is brought ies i: 4 
bulk in specially constructed vessels which — 
cannot carry cargo, but it is tinned and 
cased here, and the ee nan eae 
employ Australian labour. SS as 


* PS ac 


- Mr. PALMER.—My point is thati the 
vessels which bring this oil cannot take 
 eargo from Australia, but that if we got! 

our supplies of benzine from America, 
they would-be brought in cases in cargo 
ships which could take away our produce. 


__- Tdraw attention to another point in con- 
- nexion with the company, and that is 
that, under its articles of association, it 
has but one director, Detterding, and its 
- shares are held not by individuals, but 
_ by other companies with which it is inter- 
locked. When, in the last Parliament, 1 
- moved the adjournment of the House to 
_ draw attention to this matter, I pointed 
out some of the peculiarities of the 
_ balance-sheets of the company, but as my 
_ time was somewhat: limited, 1 was not able 
_ to emphasize this particular point. Un- 
' doubtedly a company such as this, whose 
_ shares are held by other companies, can 
_ 80 juggle with figures as to show a loss 
_ where otherwise a profit would have to be 
shown. The Government, and the Trea- 
-. surer in particular, should look into the 
financing of this concern. On the occa- 
4 sion to which I have referred, I quoted 
ase the balance-sheets of the’ company 
- to show that it has been working here at 
- nominally a great loss, but we know— 
and the keenness to get trade displayed in 
this letter is evidence of it—that it is 


+ 


- 


~ 


_ business. 

_ Mr. Borvp—Did not the British Go- 
- vernment make a report to the Prime 
- Minister in regard to this company ? 

: Mr. PALMER.—It made a report in 
_ vTegard to the man Detterding. 

_. Mr. Tupor.—No; in regard to the com- 


-* 


_ pany. 

_ -Mr. PALMER.—I have been favoured 
_ with a copy of the report of the British 
_ Government, which, I am satisfied, knows 
_ ery little about the British Imperial Oil 
_ Company. Thati company, although regis- 
tered in Great Britain, is not a trading 


5 es areca ly 
Mr. PALMER.—There is such a thing 
- in Great Britain as the unseen hand. 1 
am sorry that the interjection makes it 
- necessary for me tio refer to that. It is 
_ foreed on us not to accept the assurances 
of the British Government regarding a 
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- making great profits out of its Australian 
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Mr. Ferenron.—Does the 
member say that the British Government 
is conniving at what he calls the unseen 
hand ? Una 


Mr. PALMER.—-I make no such sug? 


ove 


gestion, 

Mr. 
throws overboard the 
ment’s report. 


Mr. PALMER-—The British Govern 


honorable. 


Fenron.—The honorable memberf a’? 
British Govern+s — 


, 


ment has not, the necessary knowledge to — 


report concerning a company whieh is not 
trading in Great Britain. 
Mr, Larrp Smrra.—Whence is the oil 
brought ? 
Mr. PALMER.—From the Dutch East 
Indies. The company has sent out! broad- 
cast over this country a.letter in which it 


tries to make it appear that ‘‘ Shell’’. 


benzine should be used in preference to 
any other. 
the score of quality for using that brandi 


There is no justification on 


of benzine in preference to.any other, be- — 


cause oil of the highest quality 1s 
obtainable in the United States of 
America, nor is there any justification 
on the score of price, because there are 
American oils which can be obtained for 
less; I speak with knowledge, as beimg 
one of the oldest motorists in Australia. 

Mr. Boyp.—What does the honorable 
member use in his car? 

Mr. PALMER.—The oil that gives me 
the best results, as any common-sense man’ 
would. ‘‘ Shell’? benzine does not give 
the best results. Moreover, its use pre- 
vents Australia from getting. shipping 
which would take its products to other 
parts of the world, and it gives employ 
ment, for the most part, to the people of 
coloured races. I say, in reply to this 
impudent letter, that the people who cons 
sult their own interests will not use this 
particular commodity, and I say fairly, 


and squarely that I would hit the com=— 


pany in the face in regard to this matter. 
The users of ‘‘ Shell ’’ benzine, moreover, 


- use it to the disadvantage of the Common- 


wealth asa whole. Isay that those who ex- — 
hibit boards advertising the fact that — 
‘‘ Shell ’? benzine, imported by the British 
Imperial Oil Company, is to be hack — 


within, would, if they were true to their — 


best interests, pull them down, and deal — 
in benzine calculated to give better results — 


to Australia as a whole, and at least 
equally good results so far as car 
owners are concerned, a 


Mr, TUDOR. (Yarra) [8.23]—When _ 


the honorable member for Echuca (Mr, — 


aaa 
- 
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Supply 


Palmer) was speaking, I looked round the 
gallery to see if any representative of the 
opposition oil firm was there, but I feel 
sure that they fight fairly for any trade, 
and would not use any unfair _ tactics. 
When the honorable member spoke of 
‘himself as one of the oldest motorists in 
Australia, it occurred to me that his 
trumpeter must be dead, since he was 
reduced to blowing his own trumpet. 
‘We know that there are two companies in 
Australia which compete for the sale of 
‘benzine and. petrol. The honorable 
member has told us that when he 
last discussed this matter on a motion 
for the adjournment of the House, 
he was prevented, by want of time, from 
placing his case fully before honorable 
members. But I find that he was granted 
an extension of time in order that he 
might state his case fully. I hold no 
brief for any company. Any one who had 
been at the head of the Customs Depart- 
ment as long as J was must know men in 
every line of business, and I have met 
the managers of both of these oil com- 
panies. A few weeks ago the honorable 
member for Henty asked whether the 
‘Prime Minister had obtained information 


from the British Government concerning. 
the British Imperial Oil Company, and. 


- the Prime Minister’s reply was— 


Certain information has been received from - 


the British Government in regard to our in- 
quiries relating to this company 
~ Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. 
Johnson).—Is the honorable member 
quoting from the report of the debates 
of the present session ? 

Mr. TUDOR.—I am quoting, not the 
report of a speech, but an answer to a 
‘question— 
to the effect that the British Imperial Oil 
Company was a British company, and that 
there were no reasons why it should not be 
treated as such. 

Mr. Patmer.—Did I not say that the 
company is registered in Great Britain? 

Mr. TUDOR.—And it is registered in 
New South Wales, too. The honorable 
member, in the last. Parliament, asked 
whether the British Imperial Oil Com- 
pany had complied with certain statutory 
rules, and the Prime Minister replied that 
the company in question was not 


incorporated in the Commonwealth, 
‘and that the regulations mentioned 
did not apply to it, but that 


the Attorney-General had a list of its 
shareholders as filed under the New South 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] (Formal). 
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Wales Companies Act. The circular to” 
which the honorable member has re- 


of getting business, advertise all along 
our roads, and ithe British Imperial Oil — 
Company, probably, sent out this circular — 
to every person who has a motor licence 
or owns a motor. It states that the com- ~ 
pany employs Australians. Its casing — 
and tinning is done in Australia. This — 
is a Protectionist Parliament, and hon- ~ 
orable members, generally, will hold that - 
it is better for this tinning and casing to ~ 
be done here than outside the Common- — 
wealth. 


Mr. Picorr.—Can the tin be got here? 

Mr. TUDOR.—No, but the timber can 
be got here. The oil imported in case is 
admitted without duty on the tins and ~ 
cases, but the British Imperial Company 
for its cases must either pay duty on im- 


a 
ported timber or use Australian timber. 
If the honorable member for Echuca (Mr. — 
Palmer) knows anything about this com- _ 
pany being anti-British his duty is to go 
outside this Parliament to make these 
statements, and denounce the company as 
an enemy firm. He should not, under 
the privilege of Parliament, make state- 


‘ments concerning people who are not here 


to defend themselves. That is what I 
take exception to. Since I have been in — 
public life I have never attacked an indi- — 
vidual who has not been in a position to 
defend himself. That is why I have ob- — 
jected time after time in this House to ~ 
officers of public Departments being at- 
tacked here, where they cannot speak in ~ 
self-defence. It is a cowardly thing to do. | 4 
whether in relation to an individual or a . 
company. If there is anything in the ~ 
statement the honorable member has made 4 
he has a right to go further, and make a _ 
direct charge against the company out- — 
side. I thought the honorable member — 
was going to make a longer speech, and 
I was going to look up the figures regard- _ 
ing the imports of benzine and petrol. — 
The manufacture of cases and tins is an 
asset to Australia, and the people em- — 
ployed in that work here are Australians, 
and not the Malays or Chinese the hon- — 
orable member mentioned to-night. ae 

Mr. Patmer.—I wish to state, by way 
of personal explanation, that it is per- 
fectly true that I was granted leave to — 
continue my remarks on a former — 
occasion, and was therefore free to — 


by 
‘ 
4 
s 


, 


2 
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speak as long as I liked, but almost 
immediately after that consent was given, 
the party Whip approached me with the 
information that the Prime Minister was 
exceedingly anxious to answer my speech 
and to get away to attend to some other 
important business. He, therefore, asked 
me if I would kindly bring my remarks 
to a conclusion as early as possible. Con- 
sequently I abbreviated what I had to 


gay. 


_— 


 tion’s statement. 


Mr. BOYD (Henty) [8.33].—I am glad 
to have heard the Leader of the Opposi- 
When the. honorable 


* member for Echuca (Mr. Palmer) made 


‘eg 


a 


' 
e 


‘ 
” 


4 


tion, a misleading reply, or to send any 


his statement to the House in the last 
Parliament I listened to all of it, and 
was certainly impressed by it. The man- 
aging director of the British Imperial 
Oil Company, Mr. Wagstaff, some con- 
siderable time afterwards interviewed me, 
and asked me if I would ask a question 
in the House of the Prime Muinister 
regarding the inquiries which had been 
instituted abroad in connexion with 
his company. I put the question, and 
the Prime Minister’s answer was read 
by the Leader of the Opposition to-night. 
I am satisfied that the information the 
honorable member for - Echuca (Mr. 
Palmer) possesses does not contain the 
whole truth. Whoever has primed him 
up has not given him the full facts. I 
agree with the Leader of the Opposition 
that when dealing with the private affairs 
of individuals or of companies it is very 
unfair to attack them within these walls, 
where they have no power to reply. The 
British Government are not likely to give 
to the Prime Minister of Australia, on a 
matter on which he cables for informa- 


reply until they have fully investigated 
to their own satisfaction the conditions of 
the company concerned so far as lies in 
their power. I know nothing about who 


holds shares in the company, and am not 


~ 


here to advertise its wares, but the man- 
aging director is as straightforward and 
honorable a man as there is in this com- 
munity. His public action in connexion 
with the petrol inquiry in New South 
Wales will bear out that statement. 


The honorable member for Adelaide 


a 
g 


- 
’ 


(Mr. Yates) has on several occasions 


twitted me because of an interjection I 
made in the House when he was speak- 


_ ing, and has seen fit to associate me with 
_ the honorable member for Echuca (Mr. 
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Palmer) as if there was some vendetta on 
our part against him, 
Mr. Yares.—You are pretty persistent, 
anyhow ! ¢ 
Mr. BOYD.—I have not said anything 
about it before, but as the honorable 
member is present to-night I will say what 
is in my mind, so that the honorable mem- ~ 
ber may be able to reply. Some time ago — 
volunteers were called for to transfer from 
the artillery to the infantry. J believe — 
there were about. 1,200 men in the — 
artillery camp at Maribyrnong, and of 
these from fourteen to eighteen offered 
their services. The honorable member 
for Adelaide (Mr. Yates) enlisted in the 
Military Forces about seven months ago 
He was a member of an infantry corps 
to start with for several months. He 
was then transferred into another branch. 
Mr. Yates.—No, I did not; that is! 
where you are wrong. 
Mr. BOYD.—If the artillery - were 
asked to supply volunteers for the im- 
fantry, which apparently was the only 
branch of the Forces badly in need of re- 


. eruits, I should like to know from the 


Minister for Defence or his representa- 
tive in this Chamber, how iti is possible 
for any man under those conditions, leav- 
ing the honorable member for Adelaide 
(Mr. Yates) aside for the moment, to get 
from the infantry into the artillery, ex- 
cept| through political influence? That 
wants explanation. The honorable mem- 
ber stated in this Chamber that he is in 
the King’s service, and has to obey the 
orders of his superiors, and that the fault 
rests with the Government, that he is still 
sitting here after being seven months in 
khaki. If it is the fault of his superior 
officers, or of the Government, that the 
honorable member is still here when men 
who have been enlisted for only five or 
six weeks have been already sent to the 
Front, I ask the Government: now how it 
is that an honorable member of this 
House can exercise influence, or can have 
influence brought to bear 


Mr. Finitayson.—Two of them. 
Mr. BOYD.—I say ‘‘any member.” . 


How can any honorable member of this 
House, or any other House, exercise in- 
fluence to be: kept in Australia when men 
who enlisted months after they did are 
at. the Front? It is a mighty bad adver- 
tisement for the politicians of Australia 
if they are going to enlist in the King’s 
service and get credit for being in the 
Australian Imperial Force, and be able 


to come into this House seven months 
after enlisting. That wants serious ex- 
planation from whoever represents the 
Defence Depariment here. I have no 
personal objection to the honorable mem- 
ber. I merely interjected during a 
speech he was making here that it was 
about tame he was at the Front, as he 
had been long enough in khaki. 

Mr. Yares.—But do you think the in- 
terjection was fair when you did not 
know the facts? Was it kind to me, see- 


ing that you had a member on your own 


side who joined at the same time? 

Mr. BOYD.—In what [I am saying I 
am not referring to the honorable mem- 
ber personally. I made the interjection 
jocularly, or it may have been in the heat 
of the moment, although I do not think 


_ “I was very heated at the time. The honor- 


Wate ere 
: 


able member, however, returned to the 
attack so often that I thought I ought 
to reply. 
being hit. I am prepared to accept the 
honorable member’s statement that his 
being here is not his fault; but it 
passes my comprehension how a mem- 
ber of Parliament can get back 
into the artillery, the 
of the service that was reputed to 
be overloaded, after the Defence De- 
partment had asked men in the artillery 
to volunteer for the infantry. It is not 


a nice advertisement for the legislators © 


ef Australia that such a thing can occur 
in our midst. 


Mr. YATES (Adelaide) [8.43].—I am 
glad the honorable member for Henty 
(Mr. Boyd) has taken up this attitude. 
I thought the House was engaged in more 
important matters than my position in 
the Miltary Forces, and had decided not 
to refer to it, but now that it has been 
mentioned, I am pleased to have the op- 
portunity of stating the 
There are a lot of little-minded people in 
this world and in this House, particularly 
in cne or two instances. 

The SPEAKER.—Order ! 
orable member is not in order in making 
a reflection of that kind on honorable 
members. 


Mr. YATES.—lf I —< misjudged 
the size of their minds I apologize. 


_ Nevertheless, that is likely to be thought 


from the remarks they have made. I may 
be wrong, but I was only thinking what 
deductions might be made by those who 


read the remarks of those pes 
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I have never been afraid of : 


very branch ~ 


when I joined the Australian Imperial = 


real facts. . 


The hon- 


Borne tae 


members in Hansard or thar os 

The Defence Department is ee 
ing in not taking to task those pet 
who are using my position, and the 
tion of other. honorable members, in the 
same manner as the honorable member — 
for Henty (Mr. Boyd) has inferentiall fe 
used it to-night. Only last: week in the 
Adelaide Advertiser appeared a Jett or 
written by a Mr. J. R. Henley, of Sema- 
phore-road, Exeter,-.in the district 
Hindmarsh—whether inspired or not I | 
do not know—saying it was time the De-— 
fence Department sent Mr. G. E. Yates, 
M.H.R., to the Front, as he was” 
not really i in training, but was wasting Leal : 
time in Federal Parliament House. 1 
replied to that letter correcting the mis 
statement. I knew it was a political an 
splenetie attack on me, and I could affox 
to pass that over. But I did point o1 
that the time I spend in this House is my 
leave, to which I am entitled as well : 
any other soldier, and I have a right . 
occupy My own time int this House wi 
out honorable members accusing me of d 
ing something which I ought not to do. 
I have not missed one parade at Mari- 
byrnong without permission, but have re 
honorably fulfilled the compact I made — 


Force. On more than one occasion I — 
have sent to the Minister for Defen 
letters which have appeared in the press; 
they are in his office, and if he has done 
his duty, he has read them. Men ou 
side are being cajoled and appealed to, 
the honorable member for Denison (M 
Laird Smith) pleaded the other day, whe 
he declared that he would never again s 
that men were cold-footers, because | h 
knew that he might be doing an viele 
to some of them. ee 


Mr. Larp Smiru—The pie e ( 
member was not in the ae when 
was in office. 


Mr. YATES.—I did not say 4 
in the Artillery then; but I am W: 


ee 


a 


member — will himself be in the — 
tralian Imperial Force. 2 
to the writer from Sena 
Exeter, snathen writer to the —p 


well wondered as a my. movements; 7 
it” fellow ae men ere hah Hen 


that I am getting advantages because of 
_ political influence. Those writers to the 
“press were without accurate knowledge of 
my movements, and it is the duty of 
the Prime Minister, having regard to the 
fact that, under the War Precautions Act, 
he has prosecuted so many persons on 
_ flimsy pretexts, to prosecute those who 
write letters without knowledge of the 
:: facts, and so prejudice recruiting. And 
. iia. ‘time that the Minister for Defence 
pened his mouth to protect me, if his is 


~ the ‘responsibility for my not having been 
_ ent to the Front. 
; if the fault is 


a Mn. YATES.—I am sure the honorable 
_ member for Henty (Mr, Boyd) would not 
wilfully do me an injustice; but it was 
unkind of him not to ascertain the facts 
before making a charge against me. I 
‘aecept his assurance that he did not make 
his remarks, as some honorable members 
have done, splenctically, and sale a desire 

’ id hurt my feelings. 


~ 


- When speaking on the Public Service 

z- Bill recently, I attempted to place on re- 
3 cord the cireumstances of my enlistment. 
Thad reached the stage when I was ob- 

my _ liged to receive dental treatment; and, 
‘since then, I have had a gun accident 
which has ‘destroyed one of my teeth, and 

- Thave had to have another tooth inserted. 
So honorable members will see that I 
Sree lost something for the Empire. IL 
Se knew that remark would bring a loud 


indmarsh (Mr. Archibald) who, during 


e the doubtful sacrifice for the Empire of 
ma: his seat. However, the honorable 
- member. got under the National partys 
e umbrella, and did not lose his seat; so 

that he has not even lost a tooth for the 
Ex ire, I assure honorable members 
that I am prepared to make a sacrifice. 
_ Thaye not yet asked to be relieved of the 
obligations I undertook when I joined the 
Expeditionary Force in October last. IL 
ot say that of other members of the 


I could say a little on that point 


iets SE 1 liked to open my mouth, but that is” 


ire, Up to December last, I 
rag ear to be drafted into any unit, 
wtillery or Infantry. At about 


4 Mas chgible 


flaw from the honorable member for’ 


election campaign, said he had made 


that time, the new recruiting scheme was — 
launched by the Prime Minister, and the — 


onus was thrown upon every honorable 
member to become the chairman of the — 
Recruiting Committee in his electorate. 4 
I received a letter to that effect from Mr. — 
Mackinnon; and it was necessary cot 
me, if I was to fulfil my obligation as 
Ghairman: of! the committee, to obtain, 
leave for two months, I did that; and; 
at the end of that period, being dissatis- “ 
fied with the rate of recruiting, I desisted, 7 
and went into Camp on the Ist March. 
On entering Camp, I was asked which arm — 
of the Service I desired to serve in, and 
I made it quite clear to Lt.-Colonel Doll- 
man, the Officer Commanding Mitcham 


Camp, that I had no desire to kill or be 


killed. I said that the taking of 
human life was opposed to the prin- 


ciples of the party to which I be- 
longed, and to my own _ instinetive 
principles; and, if there ~was any — 


vacancy in the Army Medical Corps, I 
would prefer to serve with it. On the 
23rd March, I had received no reply to 
my application, and I went to the Officer 
Commanding A Base, where the unat- 


-tached men were congregated, and told him 


I was desirous of having a reply as to ~ 
whether I could enter the Army Medical 
Corps or not. At that time, I was work- 
ing in the office of the Army Service 
Corps; and, on that same afternoon, an” 
orderly brought to me a minute, which 
stated that my application of the 23rd 


“March had been forwarded to the 3rd - 
Miltary  Distriet 


Head-Quarters. I 
wrote on the minute that I had duly noted 
its contents, but that my application was 
made on the ist, and not the 23rd Maren, 
and I would be pleased if finality could 
be expedited. Six weeks elapsed from the 
time I enlisted before I received a reply 
that I could not join the Army Service 
Corps. I again went into the office at 
A Base, and I was asked what arm of the 
Service I intended to join. I replied to 
the young returned soldier who asked me 
the question, “I do not know anything — 
about it. ‘What would you do?” He © 
replied, “ If I were you, I should go into | 
the Artillery.” “ Why the Artillery” i 
He said, “ Between you and me, there is — 
no foot-slogeing in the Artillery, and 
you have not the same graft to do in that_ 
service; but I warn you that if you do- 
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get hit, you are cleaned up.” I said, 
“You know more about it than I do, and 
I am content to take your advice.” I 
put in my application to be transferred to 
the Artillery, and in that service I am 
to-day. * 


Before quoting the letters which have 
passed between me and the Minister for 
Defence, I wish to inform the House of 
the reasons which actuated me in writing 
them. 
(Mr. Boyd) inferred that I had used 
political influence. 


Mr. Boyp.—I said there wags an appears 


ance of political influence. 


Mr. YATES.—Political influence in my 
case extended this far, that if any soldier 
has had less leave for personal convenience 
than I have had he has had none at all- 
I did apply for leave for the afternoon and 
evening when the honorable member for 
Yarra (Mr. Tudor), as Leader of the Op- 
position, came to Adelaide to address a 
meeting in my constituency, but Lieut.- 
Colonel Dollman refused my application. 
My commanding officer asked me if I 
wished to be paraded before Lieut.-Colonel 
Dollman, and I replied in the affirmative. 
When I appeared before him Lieut.- 
Colonel Dollman said, 
desire to say?’’ I said, “I have been 
treated distinctly unfairly.’’ He said, 
You cannot say that in the Military 
Forces.” “What can I say?’ I asked. 

“You can say you are dissatisfied.” 
aL replied, “If I were not dissatisfied, 
I would not be here.” After further 


remarks by him, I said, “That does 


not alter the opinion I had when I- 


came here.” He. said, “I have 
nothing to do with your opinion.” I 
said, ‘‘ Very well, sir, good day.”’ A few 
days later I received another letter which 
raised my ire, and I was again paraded. 
Lieut.-Colonel Dollman was not present, 
but I told the Camp Adjutant that I had 
finished writing through the ordinary 


_ channels of the military organization, and 
_ in future I would, in my capacity as mem- 


_ regulations.’’ 


ber for Adelaide, write to the Minister 
for Defence direct. He said, ‘“‘ If you do 
that it will be at your own risk.’ “ What 
risk do I take?’’ ‘‘ You break the King’s 
“What particular regula- 
tion do I break?’’ ‘‘ I do not know, but 


you infringe the War Precautions Act.”’ 


“Very well, I will infringe the War 
Precautions Nok ’» I did so, and here I 


[REPRESENTATIVES ,] 


The honorable member for Henty © 


“What do you ° 


(Formal). 


am. I-telegraphed to the Minister for 
Defence, asking for leave to attend Mr. 
Tudor’s ‘meeting, but the message passed 
through several channels, and only 
reached the Minister when tee was on the © 
boat. Even then I received no reply. The - 
outcome was a letter to the Minister for — 
Defence, and I ask honorable members to — 
note Me tone of the Minister’s reply, | in 
order to see if there was any political in- 
fluence or bias in my favour. ee 

Copies of the letter were sent to thar 4 
three daily papers in Adelaide, but never — 
saw the light of publication. The Minis- — 
ter is too safely hedged about by his 
censors, and there remained only the one ~ 
way of making my position known to the — 
people of Adelaide, and that was by ad- = 
dressing a meeting in the Botanic Park. 3 
I took the risk of action under the War — 
Precautions Act, and made the contents — 
of the letter public at that gathering. 


Mr. Hices.—Does every recruit have — 
the same experience as the honorable cs 
member hag had ? Py 


oe, air ee 


Mr. YATES.—No: bub WEG I am. 
charged with having used political influ- 


‘ence, I wish to assure the House that I 


could get more than one man from Mit- — 
cham camp who would say that when I 

was there they ‘‘ rubbed the dirt into — 
me.’’? I do not mind that, but I hope to 
return from the Front some day, and be — 
able to say that I did something for the 
Empire apart from making money out of — 
the war. If honorable members will note — 
the tone of the letter and subsequent 
telegrams exchanged between the Minister 
for Defence and myself, they will see 
whether I am in his good books or not, ; 
and whether an honorary colonelcy is com- x 
ing my way without my earning it. I ao 4 
not see myself getting more than 6s. per 4 
day all the time I am on the job, but I~ 
shall not be dissatisfied. I am content to — 
be with the boys, and do my duty with © ‘— 
them, and I shall be able to hold up my 
head more honorably than those who have | 
gone to Europe for the money they can | 
get out of the King’s service, and who see — 
only the smoke of the battle, and do not 
feel the punch. I do not say that with sng e 
desire to hurt the feelings of my parliamen- — 
tary confréres in the Army. My associa-~ — 
tion with the miltary organization has nob _ 
been at all irksome, and I do not regret — 
Bea: enlisted. T sent. ae ton oye 


re = i Ses _ 
aren eee es r<- Py 
i" SPR ae z eee ee | 
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Beocter to the Minister for Defence in 
_ Western Australia. 

; . Adelaide, 25th’ April, 1917. 
Hon. G. F. Pearce, 


i ~Minister for Defence, 
p* West Australia. 
_ Dear Sir, : 
I regret that it is necessary for me to have 
_ to take up the attitude I am now doing, but 
I feel that no other course is open to me if ~ 
am to retain my self-respect and that liberty 
_ to which I think every individual is entitled, 
be he citizen or soldier. 
On the 11th instant, I addressed a letter to 
you, through the Camp Commandant, which, 
from the nature of the reply that I have re- 
_ ceived I cannot conceive .was ever brought 
under your notice, hence the present communi- 
- cation. ; 
_ The letter referred to was as follows:— 
me “Mitcham Camp, 
, llth April, 1917. 
* Dear Sir, 

I desire to bring under your notice what 
appears to be an injustice that not only affects 
myself, but any member of the Australian Im. 
_ perial Force that happens to be a South Aus- 

tralian. 

When I returned to Camp from recruiting 
_leave, on Ist March, I applied to be drafted 
into the Army Service Corps, and was in- 
formed that I should have to pay my own fare 
to Melbourne. This I agreed to do, but heard 
nothing further of my application until the 
26th idem, when a minute was brought under 
my notice stating that my application of the 
23rd instant had been forwarded to the 3rd 
_ Military District for decision. 


_ On Wednesday last 
That was prior to the 11th April— 


just three weeks after, I was informed that 
my application could not be granted 


It will thus be seen that it took the Muili- 
_ tary Department nearly six weeks to deal 
_ with a simple request from a member of 
the Forces to be drafted into the corps 
. which he had selected. I was told that 
_I could select my own corps, and I only 
asked for what every man who enlists 


has a right to ask. 


Mr. Boyp.—What was meant by the 
_ reference in that letter to the honorable 
“member paying his own fare? 
~~ Mr. YATES.—They only recruit in 
Melbourne or Sydney for the Army Ser- 
vice Corps. If a South Australian was 
lucky enough to obtain a call to join the 
~ Army. Service Corps he was burdened 
with the payment of his own fare to Mel- 
bourne. 
_ Mr. Lairp Smiru.—But the honorable 
member could travel on his own gold 


~ 
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Mr. YATES.—This military man did 
not know that. I did not tell him that, 
as a member of Parliament, I had a gold 
pass which would carry me from Ade- - 
laide to Rockhampton. He did not — 
know that the Commonwealth would pay 
my fare. I told him that I would pay — 
my own. The honorable member need 
not worry about that matter. The let- 
ter continued— . 


On Wednesday last, just three weeks after, 
I was informed that my application could not 
be granted, as there was no vacancy in the 
A.S.C. at present. | 


This accepted as gospel; but, during the 
Easter week, I made mention of the facts to 
a visiting member of the Australian Imperial 
Force. from Victoria, when he informed me 
that it was all nonsense, and that recruits 
were being accepted every day in Victoria for 
that unit. 

I could not get in from South Australia, 
but in Victoria they were taking recruits 
for that unit every day. The honorable 
member for Robertson (Mr. Fleming), as 
a matter of fact, got into that unit in 
Melbourne. I do not say that he had 
any political influence. It was an easy 
matter for him, however, to get into it, 
whereas I could not. He may be a 
blood-thirstv individual. I do not know 
whether he ig or not. I certainly am 
not, and I made that fact quite clear. 


-T. also made it clear to Colonel Dollman 


that if room could not be found for me 
in the Army Service Corps, and if fight 
I must, I would not refrain from going 
into the fighting line. I merely wanted 
that. liberty and that consideration which 
1s accorded to every member of the 
Forces. The letter continues— ) 


My informant is an officer 


and he had more than three stripes— 


My informant is an officer, -and_ reliable, 
so that I desire that inquiries be made into 
the matter, as it is distinctly unfair, not only 
to myself, but to others who should have just 
the same opportunity as the resident of any 
other State. 


As a case in point, in the office where I have 


_been doing duty for the past six weeks, there 


was a young fellow who had been rejected three 
times for active service, but eventually passed, 
and signified his intention to join the A.S.C. 
He has been here for nigh on twelve months, 
and has a thorough knowledge of the work, 
but he was advised not to apply, as there was _ 
no chance for a South Australian. He has 
since joined the Light Horse; but, as he hag 
a minor defect, he is fearsome that, in the last 
test, he will be rejected; while, for the busi- 
ness in which he has been engaged, and which 
he desired to continue, he would have been @ 
reliable and zealous soldier, 


4 
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I cannot help but express the opinion, in 
view of my experience, and what I have stated, 
that the consideration given to each applica- 
tion is of the foregone-conclusion character, and 
that it is a farce to make them. 

Another matter I desire to refer to is the 
refusal by the Camp Commandant of my request 
for leave in accordance with Circular 23526, 
relating leave to members of the Australian 
Imperial Force who are candidates for Parlia- 
ment. I trust that the fact that I was for- 
tunate enough to meet with no opposition. to 
my candidature will not debar me from the 
leave asked for, as it is my desire to join in 
the campaign just as if my seat was being con- 
tested. I therefore desire that you will con- 
sider the matter without delay, and grant me 
the leave asked for. 


I shall esteem it a favour if you will treat 
this matter as urgent. 


(Signed ) G, E. YAtTEs,” 


I also applied for leave to attend Mr. Tudor’s 
meetings on Thursday last, but again met with 
refusal; and I wired you protesting, hoping 
that the rigorous application of discipline 
might be revoked under the special cireum- 
stances. JI am informed that my wire did not 
reach you until after you had embarked for 
Western Australia, for I received no reply; 


Which may be my bad luck, 


minute. 


To-day I received the reply to which I refer, 
which is as follows:— 


I would specially direct the attention of 


the honorable member for Henty (Mr. 


Boyd) to this reply, which I received 
from the 3rd. Military District, or, in 
other words, from the authorities at the 
Victoria Barracks, St, Kilda-road, Mel- 
bourne— 


“The leave for candidates for Federal Par- 
liament is intended for those members of the 


‘Australian Imperial Force in Australia who are 


being opposed in their seats. Private Yates 
is not being opposed, and should not, there- 
fore, be granted leave, It is time that this 
soldier should be sent on the duty for which 
he enlisted.” 


That was what they said in Melbourne on 
26th April. I am still here. What in 
heaven’s name is the matter, I want be 
know ? 


Mr. Manirotp.—Who © signed 
reply ? 
Mr. YAT€S.—It is only an extract 


from what was shown 
My letter continued— 


I deeply resent the insult conveyed-in the 
last sentence, that I am a malingerer; and, 
though such methods and tactics may be applied 
to discredit those who have gone overseas and 
cannot defend themselves, I do not intend to 


allow the same third degree to be applied to 
“me in silence. 


When I enlisted in the Forces, I did so with. 
out any reservation, and no man has had less 


~ leave than myself for personal convenience. 


~ - 


(REPRESENTATIVES. ; 


that | 


to “Tie "ae 382: 


went to Mitcham that I was to be wien 


which I have already mentioned. mans 


or able ppt ER ae rate oe ade: 


(Formal). SRO eae 


When the Prime Minister first promul 
his recruiting scheme, and I was advise 


of the Adelaide District Committee, IT see 
the responsibility, and applied for the nece 
sary month’s leave. The fact that that mon 
was wasted was no fault of mine, and I ap. a 
plied for still a further month; but, as- 
thought that the necessary amount of wiper at 
was not being imparted into it by the Central 
Committee, 1 informed my committee that I s 
would ask for no further leave, but would go — 
into Camp on Mareh Ist. This I did, and im: 
mediately applied for inclusion in ‘the unit 
mentioned in my letter; but five weeks elapsed — 
before a reply was received, and that only — 
after my inquiring what had become of my 
plication. I then applied to join the Act be 
lery, the unit I am now attached to. 
I was never attached to any unit. 7 aida 
“not transfer from one unit to another, | te 
went where they put me. a 
Mr. Boyp.—Did they not put the tong a 
orable member into the Pioneer Corps ; 
when he enlisted ? 
Mr, YATES.—No, eae 
Mr. Boyp.—The report from ‘dies De. 
partment says that they did. I am 
speaking now of when the~ honorable 
member enlisted on 30th October last. — ee 
Mr. YATES.—I did not go into camp — 
until the 7th November last. I was — 
then drafted into what was known as the — 
‘“A”’ Company at the Exhibition. I 
was. what was called a ‘‘O”” dental 4 
patient. Some of the men told me that I~ 
might. be there for six months, They said — 
that it took a deuce of a time to fix up 
a man’s teeth. If the honorable mem-— 
ber will ask for-a return as to how many 
men have been in camp for over twelve 
months I guarantee that he will be pip 
a list of over fifty names. et 
Mr. Boyp.—Then something is wrong. — 
Mr. YATES.—The honorable. member 
said that I was drafted into the Pionee: 2 
Corps. oO. 
camp. at the Exhibition: We had there 
what was known as a Hospital Camp co con-- 
sisting of men whose teeth had to be at- - 
tended to. There were three sections, con-— 
sisting of (1) those who had good teeth, — 
(2) those who had second class teeth, and 4 
(3) those who were considered to have © 
third class teeth. It was only when I 


into a unit. So far as I know, I was 
never drafted into one. When I went to 
Mitcham, I was asked to which unit I ~ 


desired £0 be attached, and I named t 


Mr. Boyp.—My pcint was that th 


. 
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the military authorities: had asked the 
_ Artillery for volunteers for the Infantry. 
— Mr. YATES.—The honorable member 
is wrong again. I shall’come to that mat- 
ter. My letter continued— : 
_. There is nothing to prevent the Department 
_ shipping me as soon as it thinks fit. . 
I could not say more than that. When 
_-I first went into camp I told my wife, and 
Spa dependent upon me, to be prepared 
for my going away before Christmas. I 
told them to do all their crying between 
then and Christmas, because I did not 
expect to remain in Australia after the 
New Year. Honorable members may 
smile, but I did not volunteer for fun. I 
am not as insincere as some honorable 
members opposite are in their talk of 
_ winning the war. 
~ Mr. Boyy.—Since the honorable mem- 
ber is making a joke of the matter, to 
_ which Christmas did he refer? 
Mr. YATES.—Seeing that my dad is 
_ seventy-nine years of age, it is not likely 
that I would have hazarded the belief 
that he was likely to see two Christmas 
days ahead. Common sense suggests that 
I was referring to the Christmas then 
“next ensuing. The letter continues— 


_ 


~ You will see that any delay in my departure 


Pies not been connived at by me, and I throw 


back the gratuitous insult—— 


- This was not-the sort of letter that was 
likely to secure for me political influ- 
* ence-— : va 

and suggest that a return be prepared showing 
how many more men have been delayed by a like 
prompt attention to correspondence, the num- 
her of men who have been in Camp the same 
length of time as myself, and longer; and the 
“number of “Tennyson’s Brooks” there are 
holding higher rank than myself, and the rea- 
n for them? 


- That does not suggest that I was seeking 
any political influence— 

Perhaps the more genuine the soldier, the 
Tess the respect; but I venture to suggest that 
such tacties are not only discreditable and dis- 
_ honorable, but are subversive of a policy for 
_ Winning the war. ; 

A I am supplying a copy of this letter to the 
daily press, in my own defence. 
ok Yours faithfully, 

E. YATES. 


-. Mr. Boyp.—To whom was that letter 


salle 
_ The House has now all the facts as to 
my position. The accusation made 
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against me by the honorable member for — 
Henty was also made on one oceasion by 

the South Australian Commissioner for’ 
Public Works, Mr. Harry Jackson, at a 
public meeting which was attended by 
Senator Russell, who was then Assistant 
Minister for Defence. I sent a telegram 
te the Minister for Defence asking him — 


to contradict the statement on my behalf. — 


He telegraphed, in reply, asking me in 
which newspaper the statement made by — 
Mr. Jackson appeared. The meeting in 
question was held in front of the Trades 
Hall, and the local newspapers do not re-— 
port such meetings. That being so, they, 
did not publish the statements made on 
that occasion by Senator Russell, when he 
said that he had held at one time or an- 
other every Federal. portfolio. ~ He: said, 
in effeet— ie 
Oh, I am a cook and a captain bold, | 
And the mate of the Nancy brig, 


And a bo’sun tight, and a midshipmite, 
And the crew of the captain’s gig. 


Mr. Josrpux Coox.—Hear, hear! 


Mr. YATES.—That is what the Minis- 
ter’s pal—that is what his offsider—prac- 
tically said of himself. He went even 
further, and said, “ There is not a man in 
Melbourne who has done more for Labour 
than I have.” Some one in the crowd in- 
terjected, “ What about Teddy Findley?” 
Then, in a weak sort of a way, Senator 
Russell replied, “Oh, he is an older man 
than I am.” If some one had asked, 
“What about Steve Barker?” he would 
I telegraphed to the 
Minister for Defence asking him to lift 
the censorship from this letter, so that it 
might go out to the public. I got this 
wire from the Minister— 

Cannot approve any publication in press of 
this matter, which entirely one of discipline 


and administration Australian Imperial Force, 


and in which you must take same course as 


any other soldier. 


I was taking the same course as any other 


soldier ought to take, and I told him that 


he was nothing more than a contemptible 
cad in the attitude he assumed. Thati 
does noti look as if I weré using any 
political influence on my own behalf. I 
wired to the Minister in Melbourne rela- 
tive to the matter, and I received this 
reply— 
Please call Censor Office, Eastern Extension 


Company, after 10, Tuesday, re your wire to 
Melbourne. 
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I was asked to go and see an ex-public 
servant re a correspondence I had had, as 
a member, with a Minister, but I never 
went near Dyke. Does that look as if in- 
fluence was used on my behalf? I will 
tell honorable members why that little 
stab was sent: from the Victoria Barracks. 
At Mitcham-camp, where I was, the holi- 
days announced were Christmas Day, the 
28th December, and New Year’s Day. 
The Department was magnanimous 
enough to give the soldiers three days’ 
holiday. I wired to the Minister for De- 
fence, and told him of the dissatisfaction 
which the arrangement was causing, and 
suggested closing the camp from Christ- 
mas Eve until after New Year’s Day. This 
T made as an economic suggestion, seeing 
that if the men were away from camp, they 
would have to buy all their own food. 
Strange to say, I goti back a message to 
the effect that leave had been altered from 
the 27th December to the 2nd January 
inclusive. One of the officers, who asked 
to see the wire, expressed the opinion that 
it was a farce to get the men back for 
two days, as they would have nothing to 
do, and would have to be fed at| the ex- 
pense of the country. JI brought the 
matter under the notice of the Acting 
Minister for Defence, but he had not the 
spine to act on his own initiative. 

Mr. 
dictation from you. 

Mr. YATES.—Of course not. 

Mr. Larrp Smrru.—lf I had remained 
at the Department, you would have been 
away before now. ; 

Mr. YATES.—No doubt I would have 

been in Mesopotamia. 

Mr. Larrp Smira.—Exactly. 

Mr, SPEAKER.—Order ! 

Mr. YATES.—But you have not left 
Australia, although you are eligible. 

Mr. LARD Smrtru.—I would leave to- 
morrow if I were your age. 

Mr, SPEAKER.—Order ! 

Mr. YATES.—I will compare my age 
with yours at any time. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order ! 


Mr. Larrp SmituH.—Nobody did more 


to dodge going to the Front than you did 
when I was Minister ! 

Mr. SPEAKER.—I have several times 
called for order; and I ask honorable 
members. to respect the call from the 
chair, especially when it has to be re- 
peated. These personal pnterohiriee are 


(REPRESENTATIVES, ] 


dence he likes—to retail any conversation, 


. Easter time, we got word that the men 


Latrp Smira.—I would not take ~ 


- Onkaparinga races; and, as the men in. 


out the position, but, knowing that my é 


ed van ONS 
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distinctly irregular, and only provocative, wd 
of Baa : 


for Denison (Mr. Laird Smith) — 
making statements which ~ have ee, : 
hidden meaning, and which are ~ 


similar to one or two I have heard him | 4 
make to others. I ask the honorable. ‘te 
member to produce any documentary evi- 


or one word that; i have ever spoken too a 
him, to any officer, or any other person — 
in the Departmenti in regard to any mat- — 
ter pertaining to myself as a soldier. IT 
say, deliberately, that I have never | 
spoken a word to the honorable member a 
in regard to myself as a member of the ~ 
Forces. I do not fear the honorable "4 
member’s innuendoes, for I challenge — 
him to contradict what I have said. Let 
him get: up, and retail anything to ‘the 
contrary. | 

Mr. Larrp Smita.—The rules at the 
House prevent my doing so. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! 


Mr. YATES.—As a further refutaHones 3 
of the suggestion of the honorable member — 
for Henty (Mr. Boyd) as to political in- | 
fluence exercised on my behalf, I should — 
like to relate some other circumstances. At 


in camp were to have Good Friday and 
Kaster Saturday as holidays. In South 3 
Australia, Easter Monday is something ~ 
of a yateaniek race day, on account of the ~ 


camp were mostly “‘sports,’’ there was 
general dissatisfaction with the holiday 
arrangements. I wired to the Minister — 
for Defence (Senator Pearce) pointing — 


influence with him was not very great, [ 
telephoned to the Minister for Home and a 
Territories (Mr. Glynn), telling him 
what I had done, and asking him to assist 
in getting the holiday extended. That — 
gentleman acquiesced in my request. In ~ 
reply to my wire to the Minister for De- i 
fence, I got the following reply :— o% 

Have fully considered question of Easter - 
leave, and regret cannot authorize variation - 
instructions issued. : 
‘That was before the Minister for Home x 
and Territories had communicated with — 
the Minister for Defence; but after he 
did communicate with him, I received — 
another wire, as follows :— edt, 


‘My telegram you yesterday cuncelion’s “lave. F 
eae amended rane a leave "al be hs 3 
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. conclusion aftérnoon parade, Good Friday, 


until midnight Easter Monday. 
~ What I could not do, the Minister for 
Home and Territories could do. 


Mr. Guiynn.—I think the telegram from 
me to the Minister urged that the same 
_ rule should prevail in South Australia as 
~ in Victoria. 
.~ Mr. YATES.—I do not know what the 
~ honorable gentleman’s telegram was, but 
the telegrams I have read were those I 
received from the Minister. I hope I 
have completely proved that I am not re- 
sponsible for my remaining in Australia 
longer than is necessary. I hope I have 
_ satisfied the honorable member for Henty 
- (Mr. Boyd) that there is no suggestion of 
_ political influence, or of anv bias in my 
_ favour, in the Defence Department. 


Mr. Boyp.—To be candid, you have. 


Mr. YATES.—I have hidden nothing, 
and embellished nothing, but simply 
placed the facts before honorable mem- 
bers. I do not ask for consideration, but 
only for a fair deal and no favour. 


Having spoken of my own case, I 
would now like to give an instance of 
what political influence can do. We had 
a secretary in South Australia, Captain 
 Olifent, who had had twenty-nine years 
of military experience, and who went to 
Duntroon with a view to qualifying him- 

_ self for a position in the Australian Im- 
perial Force, but failed. It was stated, 


however, in the daily papers that he had > 


enlisted for the Front; and the following 
is the kind of letter that the Prime Min- 
ister sent to him on that occasion :— 

a _Allow me to offer you my congratulations. 
% t is redolent of fine spirit, and expressive of 
_ the characteristics of the mind from which it 
springs. IT am sure your action will do great 


good, and that it will serve as a clarion call 
to those who still hesitate. 


Fine language! Hither that letter was 
written in ¢ollaboration with the Minis- 
ter for Defence, or the Minister for De- 

fence copied the Prime Minister, or the 

Prime Minister copied the Minister for 
Defence, as this and another letter I shall 
read will show. The letter of the Min- 
ister of Defence to Captain Olifent was as 
llows : — : 
‘cs Daten your decision to join the Austra- 
lian Imperial Force, and congratulate you on 
the step you have taken. I feel that you have 
acted as you have done out of regard to the 
necessities of the present situation, and trust 
that your example will be a call to those who 
still hesitate. — 


2 
roe 


Then the Minister for Home and Terri- 
tories took a hand in the laudation of this 
soldier—the soldier who is not a soldier. 
ie honorable gentleman wrote as fol- 
ows :— 


Captain Olifent has, by enlisting, given an 
effective stimulus and personal example in re- — 
gard to volunteering. I know from my in- 
timacy with him as a member of the State 
War Council, that he was mainly actuated by 
a sense of patriotism and duty. His volunteer- 
ing for service at the Front will have a good 
effect upon the people. He certainly has ex- 
cellent qualifications by his long training in 
the Military in times of peace, as well as in 
war. He has been an energetic member of the 
War Council, and is familiar with the pressing 
problems before it. He has a physique which 
shows he bears his moderate years well. 
All this goes to show that he should be a 
valued member ‘of the Australian Imperial 


_ Force. 


Captain Olifent is about 6 ft. 2 in., and 
I dare say he weighs up to 18 stone. 
There was another letter written by Cap- 
tain Solomon, V.D., but that does not 
concern us. 
Mr. Giynn.—Captain Olifent was on 


the State War Committee, and other 
Committees, with me. 
Mr. YATES.—I admit) that; but IL 


think that the honorable gentleman was 
misled: He was not behind the scenes, 
or he would have known that when Cap- 
tain Olifent vacated his position as secre- 
tary, he left the docket-holes full of 
letters, showing the negotiations that. had 
gone on between himself and the Minister 
for Defence. This fine soldier with twenty- 
nine years’ experience, whose example 
would acti as a ‘‘ clarion call,’’ and whose 
‘“ fine physique ’’ would be an acquisition 
to the Australian Imperial Force, is now, 
after one trip to England as a transport 
officer, on his way back to the Old Coun- 
try in a similar capacity, with the pay 
that goes. with the honorary rank of 
Major. He is given these health trips 
after all the lick-spittle nonsense I have 
read; and perhaps the honorable member 


for Henty (Mr. Boyd) would like to ask 


the Minister for Defence some questions — 
about this case. Captain Olifent had all 
this stuff written about him, although he 
is simply a transport officer, whose ad- 
dress in London, I believe, is the Cecil, 
or some other great hotel. For these 
health trips he gets anything from £1 to 
£2 per day. : 

I do not say that as a soldier I will do 
great things, but I am prepared to do 
what I am told, as honestly and well as 


a 
F 


1190 Supply 
I know how. Yet I have to put up with 
the insignificant remarks of the honorable 
member for Echuca (Mr, Palmer), backed 
up by the guffaw of the honorable mem- 
ber for Hindmarsh (Mr. Archibald). I 
leave the public to judge as between the 
treatment, given to a soldier and the treat- 
ment of one who is tised simply as a man- 
tel-piece ornament, and paid well for 
occupying the position. 

Mr. Larrp Smira.—I cannot under- 
stand why the honorable member for 
Adelaide (Mr. Yates) has made an attack 
on me, What he said calls for a personal 

-explanation. When I entered the Defence 
Department as Minister, I resolved to 
forget all politics when approached by a 


member, and to do my. duty to the. 


best of my ability. The honorable mem- 
ber for Adelaide had hardly entered the 
Forces before he made application to’ come 
to Melbourne. The reason for this was 
that he wished to interview the Minister. 
He has charged me with being spineless, 
because I refused to treat him, at his 
dictation, contrary to the way in which 
any other private would have been treated. 
under the military regulations. I told 
him that I knew him as Private Yates, 
not as the honorable member for Ade- 
laide. 

Mr. 
planation? While I am willing to hear 
the honorable member, I submit, with 
due deference, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that 
what he is saying should form part of his 
speech on the motion before the House. 
There is nothing to prevent him from 


saying what he wishes in speaking to the - 


motion now under discussion. 
_. Mr. Tupor.—He has already spoken in 
this debate. 

Mr. Brennan.—Then I do not press my 
point. I rose, to some extent, under a 
misapprehension, and have no desire to 
prevent the honorable member from 
speaking. 
‘saying would better form the 

. matter of a speech than of a personal ex- 
planation, and that then an honorable 


member on this side of the chamber would 


get the next call, there being many of us 
- who desire to speak on the motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. J. M. 
Chanter).—The honorable member for 
Denison (Mr. Laird Smith) rose to make 
@ personal explanation, which every hon- 
orable member has a right to do when he 
conceives himself to have been misrepre- 
sented 


_[REPRESENTATIVES.] 


go beyond the statements made concerning ie 


Brennan.—Is this a morsel ex- 


I thought that what he was. 
subject-— 


_that recruits are being urgently asked 


stituent of mine. 
I followed his remarks closely, 


vier t 


lest he might break into new iiathaee oe ; 


him by the honorable member for Ade-— . 
laide (Mr. Yates), but when interruptec e. 
he had not gone beyond what it is pers 
missible to say under cover of a os ae 
explanation. : 


Me. 


fish orate inte for ‘Adelaiae a pea! = 
deal. I gave him to understand from the { 
first moment that he approached me tha 7 
I knew him as Private Yates, and not a 
a member of Parliament. That is wh: 
I did not act on his peep als ‘It wa 


fone. and I phoned s he dictated to b 
him. [I acted on my own responsibility 
and did what I considered the Sa: ne 
under the circumstances. = 
Mr. Yarrs.—The honorable member 
for Denison ae Laird Smith) has statec 


than I came to Hie I wish to explain 
that I paid my first visit to Melbourn 
after my enlistment between the 30th — 
October andthe 7th November, and the 
honorable member was not then Assistant < 
Minister for Defence. My second visit to 
Melbourne was made at Christmas ti 
It was then that I spoke to him regard 
ing the holiday from the camp at 
Mitcham. The other occasion on which I _ 
spoke to him was when, being due bac 
at Mitcham on the 2nd January, whicl Br 
necessitated leaving Melbourne on New 
Year’s Days and not Baste’ to ae 


casion that he saw me? : ae 
Mr. Yates.—Being a member oft 
Forces, I dare not doff my eae 


nine for iis estate: % 2 

Mr. ARCHIBALD (Hindmakals 3 3 # 
—The defence of the honorable member 
for Adelaide (Mr. Yates) may be well . 
enough so far as it goes, but the con 
tinual presence here and elsewhere of 4 
bers in the King’s uniform has been | 
marked on, especially in view of the f 


The honorable member made some r 
concerning Mr. Henley, who is | 
T saw th 
man’s letter, but T have no’ : net: 


12 - 


he aaa 
corresponded with him since my last visit 
-_ home, and he has had_.no inspiration from 
me. : a” 
Mr. Yares.—You know him, 

Mr. ARCHIBALD.—I have known 
him for the last thirty years as a man of 
_ honour and a gentleman, which is more 


than I know the honorable member tio be. © 


Yates.—The honorable member 
cannot think that of him after having 
read his letter. The honorable member 
_ does not understand the meaning of the 


Mr. 


word ‘‘ gentleman.’’. 

Mr, ARCHIBALD.—The speech of the 
honorable member for Adelaide (Mr. 
Yates) was a characteristic one, It is a 
_ pity that he could not defend himself 
without making an attack on Major 
_ Olifent, who is at present on the high 
seas. Major Olifent, like Senator Colonel 
_ Rowell, was connected with the Volunteer 
_ Forces of the Commonwealth for more 
_ years than I care to remember. Year in 
_ and year out these officers and. others 
_ donned the King’s uniform and attended 
_ parades on Saturdays and other occasions, 
_ being often insulted for doing so. They 
_ then formed the nucleus of our Defence 
_ Force. When war broke out the Fisher 
_ Administration, of which I was a member, 
_ determined to give these officers, who had 
devoted the best years of their life to 
_ military work, the opportunity to go to 
_Duntroon to study for examinations en- 
_ abling them to obtain commissions in the 
_ Expeditionary Force. It was thought a 
matter of justice and equity that we 


_ eommissions to young men of twenty-two 
_ or twenty-three, who naturally could pass 
examinations more easily than men in 
_ middle life. Parliament and the people 
indorsed that 
istry. It is possible that Major Olifent 
_ did not pass his.examinations, because we 
know how ditficult it is for a man of 
middle age to do what is easy for a youn 
man. Still it will not be denied that there 
re Many men wearing the King’s uni- 
- form who are able and efficient officers in 
. spite of the fact that they have not passed 
examinations. Many of those who have 
en promoted on the field of battle in 
Flanders have not done so, and will not 
@ asked to do so. So far as that is con- 
, that is nothing to be said in dis- 
agement of Major Olifent. 
As for transport service, the Minister 
stated on more than one occa- 
i it 4s. desirable to employ 


aus Oe, * 
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Should do that instead of giving all such 


determination of the Min- 
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officers who are itoo old for active — 
service, and thus relieve younger and 
more active men. Elderly men by — 


reason of their experience and tact, are — 


often more valuable for transport officers — 


than younger men would be. 


trips in charge of transports. 


Senator | 
Lt.-Colonel O’Léghlin has made several — 
The attack 


oF 


made on Major Olifent by the honorable — 
member for Adelaide (Mr. Yates) was 


caused by spite and malignity. The hon- 


orable member might have waited till 


Major Oilfent had returned to Australia, 
.and should not have used his position in — 


the House to attack him in his absence. 
To my mind, his action was contrary to 
fair play. Men in uniform should 
not be allowed to stay here for over twelve 
months at a time when recruits are 
being called for. It is 


continually | 


being asked, in the district of Hind-— 


marsh, as elsewhere, when recruits 
are asked for, ‘‘ Why is not so-and- 
so at the Front ?’’ 
men to be sent abroad -within six weeks 
after they entered camp, and some of 


them have been killed within a year of — 
Yet men of the stamp 


their enlistment. 
of the honorable member for Adelaide 
loaf about month in and month out for 
over a year without going away. 
a matter in regard to which the Defence 
Department should make some explana- 
tion. When men are asked to enlist they 
say, ‘‘ Why does not so-and-so go away ?’’ 
We have heard the record of the honor- 
able member for Adelaide (Mr. Yates). 
Let us see what the Defence Department 
has to say of him. Tf the Department is 
correct, we ought to have it placed on re- 
cord ; if it is not correct, the sooner it is 
withdrawn the better. It is as follows :— 

With further reference to your letter dated 
27th ultimo, inquiring as to the circumstances 


of the enlistment and military service of Gun- 


ner G, Yates, I am directed to inform you, 
in reply to your questions (which are returned 
herewith), as follows:— , 

1, No. §$.9122 Gunner G. E. Yates waw 
enlisted on the 30th October, 1916, and re- 
ported for duty in camp on the 4th 
November, 1916. 


talion, which embarked on 10th February, 


1917. He was given leave of absence from 


He was allotted to the 
§th Reinforcements of the 5th Pioneer Bat- 


I have known young 


This is» 


the 22nd November, 1916, to the Ist March, — 


1917, for recruiting purposes, and, there- — 
could not be embarked with the © 


fore, 
Pioneer Reinforcements. He was accord- 
ingly transferred to the Base Infantry De- 
tails for allotment to an infantry rein- 
forcement. On the Ist March, 1917, he ap- 
- plied to be transferred to the Army Ser- 


vice Corps, but was informed that there 
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were no vacancies for the Army Service 
Corps in South Australia. His application 
was referred to the Commandant, Mel- 
bourne, as to whether there was a vacancy 
in the Army Service Corps Reinforcements 
in Victoria. The Commandant, Melbourne, 
reported that no vacancy existed. 

2. Private Yates then applied for trans- 
fer to the Artillery Reinforcements, and 
was accordingly transferred, on 15th April, 
1917. On 23rd May, 1917, he was trans- 
ferred from South Australia to Maribyr- 
nong Camp, Victoria, for training in artil- 
lery work, where he now is. 

3. On 20th June and 3rd July, 1917, ur- 
gent appeals were made to the men in 


Maribyrnong Camp to voluntarily transfer . 


to infantry reinforcements, owing to the 
reduced number of artillerymen required 
by the Army Corps Commander, and owing 
to the shortage of infantry reinforce- 
ments. 

4. It is understood that Private Yates 
was present when these appeals were made. 
He was not one of the men who responded 
to the appeal. He will probably be em- 
barked for service abroad about the middle 
of September, in the first transport to take 
artillerymen from Victoria. 


From that record it appears that the 


honorable member enlisted for service in 
the 5th Pioneer Battalion, and was to 
embark in February, five months after- 
wards. I heard on pretty good autho- 
rity not long ago that there was no neces- 


sity to train men for the infantry so long . 


at the present time, but that if they were 
trained here for five or six weeks they 
could be sent to Europe, and get their 
full training there. That was done in 
the case of a young friend of mine, and, 
if necessary, I can supply the dates of his 
enlistment and embarkation. It is evi- 
dent from the statement I have read that 
there was an urgent need for reinforce- 
ments for the infantry, and that the hon- 
orable member for Adelaide (Mr. Yates) 
had ample opportunity to volunteer. 
There was no necessity to allow him leave 
of absence. If a man puts on the King’s 
uniform he is a soldier, and not a poli- 
tician. You cannot mix the two jobs. 


If the duties of one position run counter » 


to the other the honorable member had 
better throw up the soldiering. He 
claims that he got leave for recruiting 
purposes, but it appears to me that it 
would have been better for the Depart- 
ment if he had been in training, so that 
he could go away with his brethren in 
arms. He applied for transfer to the 
Army Service Corps. Apparently he 
tried to get into any mortal thing to 
dodge going away. The honorable mem- 


ber enlisted for the eh tied of dodging 


Mr. Archibald 
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- from reflections of the character made by ij 


ers) Oe Me | 
wt, 
, 


the general election, because if ie had’ 
not gone into uniform he would not have x 
been here to-day. Ry Se 

Mr. Fenton.—That shows your dirty 3 
mind. a 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. aS 
M. Chanter).—Order! I ask the honor-’ 
able member for Maribyrnong to with 
draw. 

Mr. Fenton.—To comply with the 
forms of the House I do so, but I can 
think pretty hard all the same. | 2 | 

Mr. Hices.—As Deputy Speaker, sir, * 
do you not think you ought to protect 
an honorable member, in his absence, — 


the honorable member for Hindmarsh — 
(Mr. Archibald) a 
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER.—The hone 
orable member, as a parliamentarian of — 
long experience, knows that the Speaker — 
has no such power. If anything dero- — 
gatory or forbidden by the Standing — 
Orders is said here concerning an honor- ~ 
able member, whether he is present or 
absent, I will immediately call the hon- — 
orable member making the reflection to — 
order, but; no such statement has been 
made. > 
Mr. ARCHIBALD.—What right lind a 
this man to have leave, if he is a soldier? 
He gets a walk-over for his district, and ° 
he uses his leave of absence, not to go ~ 
round his own district, but to go into the — 
neighbouring district—my own electorate _ 
of Hindmarsh—night after night. ey 

Mr. Frnron.—That is the cause of 
the milk in the cocoanut. 

Mr. ARCHIBALD.—The hokorahle, 
member can laugh, but it is a fact. If 
that is the policy pursued by the Defence — 
Department it should not be allowed. 

Mr. Tupor.—He was not allowed out — 
on leave whenever he wanted. Mee” f 

Mr. ARCHIBALD.—He was in my 
district repeatedly at night, while I was 
going round on the campaign. This mat- 


state at present. The sooner these 
soldier politicians become one thing or the - 
other the better. I do not want to refer 
to those that are already on the other 
side of the world, but it’ is obvious — 
from what has been going on during the 
last eight or nine months that some 
of them who gre still here are a 
good deal more politicians than they 
are soldiers. The sooner the Defence - 


better it will be for recruiting. It is not 
right that the public should be in a posi- 
tion to say that a member of Parliament 
is in a different position from any other 
- man who enlists to serve his King ‘and 
_ country. 

Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [9.55].— 


_ other war, and one which the honorable 
member for Flinders (Sir William 
_ Ivryine) alluded to the other day as being 
_ more important even than the European 
struggle. I refer to the’ industrial 

conflict now being waged in New South 
_ Wales. To-day I asked the Prime Min- 
_ ister if the Government intended to take 


pre 


‘any steps to arrange a conference between 
the Railways Commissioners and the 
officials representing the Railway and 
2 ramway Association of New South 
Wales, and the Prime Minister replied 
that the Government did not intend 
_ to take any such action. Notwithstand- 
ing that the card system has been dis- 


_ where it has caused a tremendous. amount 
of dissatisfaction and turmoil, an attempt 
was made to force it upon the tramway 
' and railway employees of New South 
_ Wales, despite the results of the experience 
elsewhere, which ought to have been 
at the command of the New South Wales 
Government. The action taken by the 
Minister for Defence when the Broken 
- Hill strikers were dismissed for refusing 
to work the Saturday afternoon shift was 
in pleasing contrast to the attitude of the 
Government to-day towards the New 
a outh Wales strike. 
_ On the occasion to which I refer, the 
‘newspapers, as is the case to-day, 
were full of reckless statements about 
- German money and German influence, 
as well as allegations about the 
Be soldiers at the Front being left without 
munitions, and so forth. We had a little 
toy munition factory in Broken Hill, but 
t never made any shells to do any damage 
to the enemy or calculated to improve the 
position of our men at the Front, and it 
_ went out of business immediately the 
strike was settled. We have heard no 
nore about that factory, but, at the time 
f the Broken Hill strike, ity exis- 
ence was used to inflame ithe people 
Australia against the strikers. | The 
mce of the daily press, then 
w, was used against the strikers, 
us I have said, the Minister 


=4- 
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I desire to say something concerning an-. 


 eredited in othér countries of the world, 


(Formal). 
for Defence intervened at an early stage. 
He submitted a proposal. which was 
neither desired by the men—who dex 
manded forty-four hours as a condition — 
for the resumption of work—nor by the — 
companies; but a compromise was 
effected, and the men resumed work on 
conditions then laid down, and ultimately, — 
the dispute was settled by the Arbitration 
Court, HRS 
I fail to sea why any Government 
which is supposed to legislate in. the 
interests. of the people of Australia—a — 
great. majority of whom: belong to the — 
working classes—should decline at this 
stage to take any steps towards ending 
this struggle, which may yet involve the 
whole Commonwealth in an industrial — 
upheaval. It would appear from state- 
ments in the daily press from time to 
time, and from innuendoes in the leading. 
columns of the metropolitan papers, or 
from utterances such as were made the 
other day in Sydney by Mr. Campbell, 
secretary of the Farmers and Settlers As- 
sociation, that it was known this trouble 
was coming. Mr. Campbell said that 
they had been expecting it for a consider- 
able time, and they had accordingly © 
made all preparations for the © or- 
ganization of free labour. He wound™ 
up by saying that ithe trouble could 
not have occurred at a more oppor- 
tune. time for them. That statement, 
taken in conjunction with others which 
have appeared in the press about the 
ever-increasing rapacity of the wage- 
earners of Australia, coming: on top of 
the refusal of the Prime Minister, speak- 
ing on behalf of the Government, to inter- 
vene, gives ground for the impression that 
the Government are behind the people 
who want to fight organized labour in 
Australia, and who are trying to precipi- 
tate an industrial upheaval such as 
occurred as a result of the maritime — 
strike. But there are advantages in 
various directions. We have been 
told that the New South Wales 
Government are applying for the ecan- 
cellation of registration of the unions in- 
volved, and that all those people who, by ~ 
courtesy, are termed “free” labourers, 
will have the existing awards made ap- 
plicable to them by a simple process if 
they band themselves into organizations. — 
It would appear that the card system— — 
that objectionable Yankee speeding-up 
process, which has been found to be a> 


1194 Supply 


failure in the industrial arenas of other 
countries—was absolutely forced upon the 
unionists in the hope that they would take 
definite action. Knowing the deep re- 
sentment felt towards it by the workers, 
the employing section expected this up- 
heaval, and made their preparations ac- 
cordingly. 


A discussion on the strike situation 
is, in my opinion, of far more im- 
portance than a debate on the matters 
that have been referred to this evening. 
We have been told that organized 
labour is attempting to dictate the 
terms upon which men shall be em- 
ployed in the running of our rail- 

Ways, in our mines, or in any other 
capacity, and that organized labour 
should have no voice in these matters. 
Speaking as a representative of the indus- 
trialists and working classes of Australia, 
I say that we are going to give the men 
more and more say as to the conditions 
under which they shall be employed. We 
are not living in that stage of the world’s 
history when men wore the collars of 
their masters round their necks; we are 
no longer to be treated as industrial serfs. 
Education is abroad to-day, and men de- 
mand to be treated as men, and not as 
children. We have had experience of 
what political Democracy is supposed to 
mean. What we want now is a little more 
industrial Democracy. Having won the 
right to cast our votes in the political 
arena, we demand an increasingly greater 
say in the factory, the workshop, the 
mine, and the field; and it is because of 
that demand, and because the people who 
own and control our industrial enterprises 
know that their positions are menaced, 
and because they have political control 
through the Parliament of this country, 


that the Government will not take any: 


action to bring about a peaceful settle- 
ment of thé dispute. Apparently, the 
decks are cleared for action, and this long- 
looked-for fight between employers and 
organized labour is to be allowed to run 
its course. Those men who were loud in 
their statements a little time ago that they 
would far sooner live under Prussian 
militarism than under Australian union- 
ism, and who declaimed against the 
| walking delegates and other ‘‘ objec- 
tionable’’ representatives of unionism, 
are now taking advantage of the 
patriotism of the people to 

Mr, Considine, 


Pe a f 
ae 
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be altered ? 


mis- 


(Formal). % 


lead the workers outhias the uilions? 
into the belief that it is a patriotic duty q 
to take the other fellow’s job, in order to 
play the game for the employer. If Par = 
liament itself will not insist on the Go- ; 
vernment taking action to bring about a — 
conference between the principals in the 

present struggle, I hope the people in the 
various electorates will insist that- their | 
political representatives shall” demand — Fs 
that such action be taken. wan Lae 


Mr. Junsen.—The Prime Minister i in- 
terceded and brought about a compulsory — 
conference between the coal miné-owners © 
and the miners. A settlement was arrived — 
at, but ever since there has Det eee . 
ous striking. 


“Mr. CONSIDINE;—I do not an 
that there has been constant striking, but” 
I do know that the Prime Minister made 
a statement in which he refused to say — 
that the series of stoppages which had oc- 
curred on individual mines were brought 


about by the deliberate intention of the” : 


coal miners as a whole. 


Mr. Jensen.—What about fis: cod’ 
lumpers’ battalion? They put their sig-— 
nature to an undertaking that they oie 
not strike and hold up the coaling of — 
transports, no matter what troubles oc-— 
curred, and we gave them the highest 
rates of pay received by any lumpers: in 
Australia. ri 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—What aboat the 
Prime Minister’s statement that the in-- 
dustrial conditions of labour would not 
Was that also a-“ scrap of 
paper”? The coal lumpers are follow-— 
ing the example of the Prime Minister. 

Mr. Arxinson.—Then they are break- 
ing their arrangement? “4s 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—If they were fools 
enough to make that arrangement. It is . 
not at all certain that the men who are 
employed now in the capacity of coal 
lumpers ever gave that guarantee. The 
Minister knows as well as I do that the , 
occupation of coal lumpers is intermit.« 
tent, and it may be that there is not a 
man in that occupation to-day who ‘gm 
that undertaking. ee 

Mr. Jensen.—The. secretary iF the. 
Coal Lumpers’ Union gave an assurance. — 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—If he did, I do 
not know under what circumstances he 2 a 
gave it, or that his union authorized hi 
to Bos OO. ST aay Os ae Re eee RE 
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as 
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o _ Mr. Jensren.—It was signed on behalf 
_ of the union by the secretary and presi- 
dent. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—I.: have heard an 


assurance given before to-day by a certain 
union secretary, who is now engaged in 
- prosecuting unionists on behalf of em- 
ployers, so I do noti attach too much im- 
portance to that undertaking. 
Mr. JosepH Coox. — It was a signed 
agreement. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—That is all very 


eae fine. We have seen agreements broken 
Se by. employers before to-day~ It is said 
- that circumstances alter cases. Even if 


ae the coal lumpers did what the Minister 
ae: me says they did—and that I do not admit— 
ee I believe that circumstances would be 
found which would justify the men in 
taking the action they have taken. We 
have an Imperial illustration of a broken 

undertaking. When the Empire went 

to war with the Boer Republics the state- 

ment was made that not one inch of ter- 
_ -ritory would be annexed, but after the 
war the Orange Free State and the 
| Transvaal were annexed. 

Mr. Jensen.—Ask for the agreement 
between the Coaling Battalion and the 
Government to be placed on the table. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—1I have no reason 
to ask for it. I am prepared to take 
the coal lumpers’ side. I belong to the 
working class, and I am prepared to take 
their view unless I am shown absolute 
evidence to the contrary. Although I 


2 am still a young man, I have had suffi- 
bei cient experience to know that men do not 
ae strike for fun. J have had personal ex- 


perience of the men engaged in the 
oe trouble in New South Wales. I worked 
ie on the Sydney trams for a period, and 
I know that the employees of that sys- 
_ tem are not the men to strike without ex- 
traordinary grievances. Whether the 
men were right or wrong in the belief 
_ that the obnoxious card system would do 
_ them an injury, the fact remains that 
_. they honestly believed it would. Do 
Bt honorable members wish to believe that 
y men who have grown old and grey in the 
_ Service, and who risk the forfeiture of 
their superannuation rights, would strike 
for a mere whim—that they were going 
to ruin everything for the purpose of 
securing a holiday? 


- leaders. 

Mr. CONSIDINE. _The ancustde 
“member may tell that to the people of 
a 


. oe 
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Henty, but it is idle for him to tell it to 
the people here. 3 


Mr. Boyp.—The people here belie it, 
because they know that it is true. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—Because they aro. 


‘fed up with that sort of thing by the 


Argus, and other newspapers which re- 
flect the honorable member’s opinion. The 
newspapers are continually” telling the 
people that. When the last industrial 
trouble took place at Broken Hill, the 
mining companies allowed the men to lose 
the Saturday afternoon shift for nearly 
four months. They continued this prac- 
tice until they had accumulated sufficient 
stocks of lead and zine for their own pur- 
poses; then they turned round and dis- 
charged the men whom they had allowed 
to lose the Saturday afternoon shift for 
the period I have indicated. | 

Mr. Sryctam.—tThe last strike was 
over Brookfield. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—No; that. was a 
stop-work meeting, which was perfectly 
within the law. 

Mr. Borp.—What is the difference? 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—If the honorable 
member attempted to put his views into 
operation at Broken Hill, he would soon 
discover the difference, as Brother Brook- 
field did. He can obtain all the informa- 
tion that he may desire in regard to stop- 
work meetings from the late president of 
the Waterside Workers, the present Prime 
Minister. 

Mr. Boypv.—I suppose he is 3 the father 
of the proposition? 

Mr, CONSIDINE.—He was certainly 
the godfather of it for a long time. It 
is ridiculous for any sane man to believe 
that thousands of men are willing to leave 
their employment at the mere behest of 
their officials. 

Mr. Borp.—Why have the seamen gone 
out on strike? They must have a microbe 
under their skull. | 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I cannot say why 
the seamen have struck, but I am quite 
prepared to believe that if they considered 
it necessary to cease work. they were 
labouring under a substantial grievance. 

Mr. Boxypv.—They do not. know way 
they have gone out on strike. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—The honorable 
member has no more opportunities for ob- 
taining information than I have. He 
has simply to accept the statements which 
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in Sydney at the present time. 


Supply 


appear in the daily press; and we all 
know that, for the purpose of breaking 
strikes, there are reporters employed on 
our newspapers who possess very vivid 
imaginations, and who are always ready 
to write up interviews with dissatisfied 
workers which never took place. In spite - 
of the statements which have appeared in 
the press to the effect that thousands of 
the strikers in Sydney are resuming work, 
we still find that the men there are stand- 
ing solidly together. / 


Mr. Larrp Smirn.—lIs it a’ fact that 


Mr. Todd has gone back to work ? 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—It is reported in 


_ the newspapers that he has done so, but 


whether the statement is true I cannot 
say. I do recollect, however, that when 


_ the railway strike took place in Victoria, 
the newspaper proprietors printed two 
editions of their journals—one for the 
' benefit. of country subscribers, and the 
_ other for the benefit of city people. 


Mr. Borvpv.—The honorable member was 


. toddling to school then. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—Whether I. was 


i toddling to school or not does not matter. 


If I was attending school at the time, I 


- learned something from my attendance, 
anyhow. 
_ attention to newspaper reports when an 
- industrial disturbance is in progress. 


I learned not to pay too much 


Mr. Boyp.—How did the honorabie 


_ member learn so much? 


Mt GCONSLDINE.<1 “had to’ ‘cease 


_ going to school when I was very young, 
_ because it was necessary that I should go 
to work. Possibly that is why I did not 
_ acquire sufficient. culture to interest the 
- honorable member. 


But I learned suffi- 
cient in the school of experience to teach 


me’ that my interests are bound up with 


the interests of those who are on strike 
It taught 
me to expect no concessions from the class 
ce is represented by the honorable mem- 

rr 

Mr. Grecory.—The honorable member 
should ask Mrs. Egan her experience of 
strikes. — 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—I did not know 
that the honorable member had such an 
intimate acquaintance with the lady. 


- Mr. Grecory.—The, honorable member 
sivnoselt had. a fairly intimate | pr alias 


Ke of her. 
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aeekls mained psrelsedi is evident la 
ring to the circtilar which was distri 
buted 

Mr. Grecory.—I read ‘bie evidenseal 
given at the trial, and it did not reflect 
much credit on anybody. ; % zy 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—Then the Kenge 
able member read, as he always does, ‘the: 2 
evidence of one side only, because there — ty 
was no evidence tendered on the other. an 
For his benefit, let me say that I have dee 
nothing to be sorry for in connexion with  ~ 
that case. I reserve all my aya | : 
for the members of my own class, and not — 
for the “scabs” on it. But, seeing that 
reference has been made to this par ticular 
matter, and that the honorable member is 
anxious to become fully acquainted with — - 
the facts, I advise him to read the evi- i 
derice tendered by both sides to the Meds % 
Board, at Broken Hill, m connexion with 
the strike with which Mrs. Egan. was asso-- 
ciated. Then, if he feels so disposed, bs 
can say whether he sides with the em- — 
ployers against whom the hotel cnplaweee 
struck; because the former took advantage 
of the depression produced in Broken Hill, _ 
owing to the outbreak of war, in certain 
instances, to pay uno wages at all 
to helpless girls who had no relations in 
Broken Hill. These girls had no eda ‘ 
in the town to which they could go if i 
they were put out of the hotel or peters. : 
house where they were working. Only the) 
street. was left to them. ei 


Mr. Grecory.— Would not the J udge’s s 
remarks be more interesting than. all this 
talk ? 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—They. would be P 
more interesting to the honorable mem-— o. 
ber, who, I have no doubt, would ay 
swallow them open mouthed. Honorable xf 
members opposite, who talk about a breach — % 
of agreement on the part of the’ coal 
lumpers, have nothing but sympathy for 
those who take advantage’ of industrial — y 
disturbances to go back upon their own 
class. | Any unbiased man who reads — 
the evidenee in the case against the — 
Hotel, Club and Restaurant aaisheen = 
Union of Broken Hill can come to no other 
conclusion than that there was never a 
more justifiable strike than that in wii | 
these girls and men took part. Every one 
of the employers had signed an individual 
agreement, in which he undertook to. a 
here to the conditions thes MRE: 


ne ae 


ni 
Hs 


af 
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E to the war. These unionists did not ask 
_ for an increase of a penny in their pre- 
war wages or for a minute reduction: in 
their hours of employment. They merely 
asked for the maintenance of the status 
quo. When the secretary of the Hotel, Club 
and Restaurant Employees Union applied 
for a Wages Board, so that this agreement 
might be legally ratified, the employers 
took advantage of the application to put 
im a counter-claim, in which they asked 
that the hours of employment in certain 
instances should be increased to fifty-six a 

- week, and that the wages should be re- 
_ duced to the rates paid in Sydney plus 
10 per cent. Then came to the front this 
lady to whom the honorable member for 
Dampier (Mr. Gregory) has referred, and 
who was a dummy for another employer 


» 


in the town. When her shop, with others: 


was shut down as a result of the strike, 
she ‘‘scabbed’’ on her former fellow 
_ employees. She had refused to join the 
_ union prior to any trouble taking place. 
_ When the industrial disturbance did take 
_ place, this valiant lady, with the assistance 
of another female, levelled a revolver at 
_ the head of a little crippled lad, weighing 
‘about 7 st., and beat him. While one 
held a revolver at his head the other beat 
_ and tarred and feathered him. That is 
the sort of exploit of which the honorable 
member for Dampier and those associated 
with him feel proud. 
Mr. Grecory.—Why did they do it? 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—The — honorable 
member had better ask the lady to explain 
__ to him the reason, since she has already 
_ told him so much. I merely desire to give 
_ the honorable member facts, 
Mr. Grecory.—You give facts? 
: * Mr, CONSIDINE.—Yes; and facts 
_ which the honorable member cannot 
: answer. 
_. Mr. Boyp.—Who is this insignificant 
_ little man who was thus attacked ? 
__.\Mr. CONSIDINE.—The president of 
the union. | 
_. Mr. Boyp,—These presidents must be 
_ pretty cheap up there if this one weighed 
_ only 7 st. © -. | : 


member, the men up there pick and 
choose. I have nothing of which to be 
“in my association with that 


I lost my employment because I 
‘ought the battle of the union in question. 
[ did not get.a penny piece or any per- 
vas 


“ 
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_. Mr. CONSIDINE.—Like the honorable 


. IE -was in employment at the time, - 
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sonal advantage out of the part I played 
in it, but I am proud of my association — 
with that fight on behalf of a section of 
the workers of Broken Hill. ie ee 
Is it not remarkable that workers m 
Australia, who are forced out of employ- — 
ment, or who by reason of the fact that 
their conditions have become intolerable, — 
are compelled to take action to obtain re- 
dress, are held up as anti-patriots? It is 
said that they are the paid agents of — 
Germany. One cannot pick up a news- 
paper in which there is not a reference to 
a strike, under such head-lines as ‘‘ More 
German Influence,’’ or ‘‘ More German 
Money at Work.’’ And yet we find that 
in Spain, Italy, France, the United 
States, England, and, indeed, every coun- 
try having any pretence to civilization 
where industry has been established the 
same conflict between labour and capital is 
going on, Ra my 
Mr. Matuews.—It has also been going 
on for years in Japan. ieee 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—Japanese workers 
have been on strike. Even in China and 
India strikes have occurred. Wherever 
capitalism has raised its head and the ex- 
ploitation of industrial development has 
taken place we find the same conflict going 
on. In every case the cause is the same. 
The conflict is due, not to German in- 
fluence but to the conditions under which 
men and women are called upon to work. 
At the back of all this talk of patriotism, 
and ofall the talk of crushing out Ger- 
man trade, in which honorable members 
opposite love so much to indulge, there . 
is but the one idea. The only concrete 
evidence of German influence so far as 
Broken Hill is concerned is that of Ger- 
man names to be found in the list of 
shareholders in the mines there. , 
Mr. Fenron.—All the German influence 
is on the other side. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—It is. Speaking 
of industrial conditions. I am reminded 
of a statement bearing on the question of 
industrial ‘trouble which was published 
in that revolutionary newspaper the Age 
on Ist August last. This is not an extract 
from a red-rag’ paper, or from the Indus- 
trial Workers of the World Direct Action: 
but frem that eminently respectable organ 
the Age. In its leading columns it 
wrote : — Noe , es ; 
The time is steadily approaching when the 
Government of the Commonwealth will have 
to choose between continuing its present policy — 
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—which is intrinsically a Pre of strike pro- 
motion, and the creation of general tumult and 
disorder—and adopting a policy scientifically 
calculated to banish discontent; that is to say, 
a general policy of price fixing. 
I wish to point out to honorable members 
who desire to know why various unions 
are striking which are not directly inter- 
ested in the dispute between the Railways 
Commissioners and their employees, that 
possibly a solution of the question may 
be found in the general unrest and discon- 
tent. As has been pointed out in the self- 
same leading article in the Age— 

The present situation is as follows:—De- 
spite the increased wages won by fifteen years 


__ of continuous agitation, the average Australian 


worker is 11.1 per cent. worse off to-day, in 
the matter of purchasing power, than in 1901; 
and that section of the consuming public whose 


earning power has rested stationary during 


the period is no less than 50.7 per cent. worse 
off. We see, then, that the employing class 
has not only succeeded in positively sterilizing 
the apparently victorious efforts of the workers 
to improve their circumstances, it has out- 
witted them all along the line, and put them in 
a much worse position. Assuming the accu- 
racy of the Statist’s figures and deductions, 
what is it but downright humbug for any per- 
son to disparage the prevailing industrial dis- 
content and to hold up the Australian worker 


- to special execration as a type of insatiable 


greed? 
Were we to talk here for hours we could 
not make out a_ stronger indictment 


against the present Administration than 


fits are being made. 
the workers’ wages have decreased to the | 


appears in that leading article in the Age 
of the lst August. While we hear con- 
stantly of an enormous increase in the 
cost of living, while we have a statement 
based on the Statist’s figures that as re- 
gards the purchasing power of money the 
workers are 11.1 per cent. worse off than 
they were in 1901, absolutely no remedial 
action is taken. But when the Govern- 
ment are asked to make an effort to reduce 
the cost of living, we are told that there 
are insuperable difficulties in the way. 
When we say that exorbitant profits are 


being made while the war is proceeding, 


persons deny that any extraordinary pro- 
Yet we know that 


extent pointed out by the Age in its lead- 
ing article. We know that the prices of 
commodities are going up sky high every 
day, and that somebody must be deriving 
a profit. Let me give an instance which 
came under my notice on the very day I 
left Broken Hill, and which is absolutely 
authentic. <A bullock was sold at Elder, 
Smith’s yards there for £25. The weight 
at the abattoirs, dressed, was 1,260 Ibs. 


Mr. Considine, 
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about a peaceable solution. 
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=a 
The average price per lb. was 1s. , coming " 3 
to £63; the hide brought 50s., ‘and the 
tongue 83. 6d. making a total of £65 
18s. 6d. As the bullock was sold for £25, 
there was a gross profit of £40 18s. 6d. 

I do not say that that result is charaeun’ + 
teristic of the whole of the bullocks sold =A, 
at Broken Hill. On the morning I left I 
obtained these figures, which can be- 
vouched for. . 

Mr. Picorr.—Can you guarantee that 
price for the next few months? If you 
can I will send over a few bullocks. 6. es 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—Seeing that ihe a 
Government have every hope of remain- a 
ing in office for some time, I think that we __ 
would be safe in getting a guarantee for E 
the honorable member. aes 

Mr. Picorr.—Get a guarantee, and a 
am with you. a 

Mr. Srnciarr.—Did that bullock have 
any bones ? = 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—1I suppose that it 
did. I do not know whether they were 
as productive as they might have been, 
but I know that these figures are abso- aN 
lutely correct, ae 

Mr. Srncuair.—They are abgurd’ ones | 
the face of them. or 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—If the honorable 
member challenges the figures I can ee S 5 
stantiate them. I obtained the figures, 
not from people who did not know any- 
thing about this matter, but from the — 
butchers direct. oye 

Mr. Sinciair.—I do not care where you SE 
got the statement from—it is not correct. s 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I do not propose a 
to take up any more time. I felt that — 
it was absolutely necessary that something 
should be said about the Government’s re- 
fusal to take any action towards bringing — 
about, or attempting to bring about, a 
conference between the people engaged ins. 
the present industrial upheaval. Instead — 
of any attempt being made on behalf Obs 
the Government who are interested, in ~ 
spite of the statements made that the ~ 
strike is absolutely ruining any chance of _ 
Australia effectively participating in the 
war, any help is absolutely refused by — 
the head of the Government to bring 4 
I hope that ~ 
honorable members will not be put off — 
with the statement of the Prime Minister, — 
but will see that some efforts are made to 
bring about an amicable settlement. es 

Debate (on motion by Mr. pgsoys ad~ - 
journed. Rees 
House adjourned at 10.44 ere Fees 
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